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Dawn -
1. HISTORY’S WITNESS

Summary:
F.S. Aijazuddin’s article looks into the life and work of Theodore White, a prominent historian and journalist best
known for his series of books, The Making of the President. White’s experiences as a correspondent during World
War II and post-war Europe are vividly described, highlighting his observations of pivotal events such as Japan’s
formal surrender in 1945 and America’s attempt to rebuild Europe through the Marshall Plan. White’s reflections
on power dynamics, leadership, and historical change resonate throughout, emphasizing his belief that politics
involves a select few striving for control. The writer skillfully contrasts White’s optimistic vision of leadership, as
exemplified by John F. Kennedy, with the tumultuous, divisive era of Donald Trump’s presidency. The article ends
by wondering who among contemporary historians will document the rise and potential fall of Trump’s
unprecedented influence on American politics.
Aijazuddin provides a critical assessment of White’s career; focusing on his coverage of China’s civil war, Japan’s
surrender, and Europe’s post-war reconstruction. The narrative underscores White’s evolving perspective on power
and leadership, shaped by his encounters with figures like Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek. White’s observations
about America’s shifting global role are highlighted, particularly its dominance through military and economic
means, symbolized by the Marshall Plan. The piece concludes by contrasting Kennedy’s unifying leadership style
with Trump’s divisive approach, suggesting that the latter’s quest for power may prompt a new generation of
historians to document his controversial legacy.
Overview:
The article examines Theodore White’s journalistic journey through major historical events, his insight into political
leadership, and his belief that power is wielded by a select few. It emphasizes his experiences in China, Japan’s
surrender, post-war Europe, and America’s changing global influence.
NOTES:
Theodore White’s account of historical events provides valuable insight into the dynamics of political leadership
and power struggles. His perspective on the Chinese civil war, Japan’s formal surrender, and the Marshall Plan
offers a critical understanding of American foreign policy and international relations.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: Analysis of US-China relations, American foreign policy, and the Marshall Plan.

e  Political Science: Concepts of power, leadership, governance, and political structures.

e History: Post-World War II reconstruction, decolonization, and Cold War dynamics.
Notes for Beginners:
The article tells the story of Theodore White, a historian who wrote about important events like the Chinese civil
war, Japan’s surrender after World War 11, and America’s efforts to rebuild Europe through the Marshall Plan. White
believed that politics is often controlled by a few powerful people. His observations about leaders like John F.
Kennedy and Donald Trump highlight the difference between unifying and divisive leadership styles. White’s
insights help us understand how America tried to influence other countries and how leadership can shape history.
Facts and Figures:

e Theodore White attended the Japanese surrender ceremony on September 2, 1945, aboard the USS

Missouri.
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o The Marshall Plan provided $13 billion to rebuild Europe with a relatively small workforce compared to
the modern USAID.
e Donald Trump’s administration aimed to reduce USAID staff from 10,000 to 294.
To wrap up, Theodore White’s reflections on leadership and power offer valuable lessons for understanding global
politics. His accounts of historical events and their aftermath highlight the complexities of political control and
influence. As the world continues to grapple with leadership challenges, White’s perspective remains a valuable
reference for comprehending how individuals and nations shape history.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e (Cabalistic: Mysterious or obscure, especially with hidden meaning. (Synonyms: enigmatic, arcane;
Antonyms: obvious, clear)
e Zenith: The highest point or peak. (Synonyms: apex, summit; Antonyms: nadir, bottom)
e Pundits: Experts or authorities in a particular field. (Synonyms: specialists, scholars; Antonyms: amateurs,

novices)
e Hoarded: Collected and stored away. (Synonyms: accumulated, gathered; Antonyms: dispersed,
squandered)

e Bombastic: High-sounding but with little meaning. (Synonyms: pompous, grandiose; Antonyms:
straightforward, modest)

WATER FUTURE

Summary:

The recent UN World Water Development Report 2025 has sent alarm bells ringing over the deteriorating water
future of the Indus Basin, drawing attention to the rapidly melting glaciers of the Hindukush-Himalayan (HKH)
region. These glaciers, melting 65% faster than the previous decade, are the lifeblood of nearly a quarter of the
world’s population. With dwindling inflows in major rivers, shrinking reservoirs, and a worsening drought already
hitting Sindh, Balochistan, and southern Punjab, the writing is on the wall. The signs of a water crisis are crystal
clear — parched canals, below-normal rainfall, and the dead-level Tarbela and Chashma dams. Despite the
looming Kharif season, farmers are being warned not to sow crops, as the water flows are dismally short. If the
skies don’t open up soon, this season may spell disaster for key crops like cotton, mangoes, and sugarcane in
Sindh.

Water politics has also reared itsugly head. With Mangla Dam hoarding water for Punjab, Sindh is crying foul
over unfair distribution. The discontent is palpable as protests against new canals and corporate farming intensify
in the province. The long-term picture looks even bleaker — from declining river discharges to the absence of a
significant flood since 2010, the basin’s natural rhythm is offbeat. A stark reduction in water inflows — western
rivers dropping from135.82 to 120.79 MAF, and eastern ones from 9.35 to a mere 2.96 MAF — paints a grim
portrait. The situation demands a complete shift in water strategy, moving away from mega projects and toward
conservation and sustainable water management. With a flash drought knocking at the door and a water
emergency creeping in, Pakistan must act fast or face the music.

Overview:

This article raises red flags about Pakistan’s looming water crisis, especially in the Indus Basin, due to glacial
retreat, mismanagement, interprovincial water disputes, and climate change. The article analyzes engineering-led
policies and stresses the need for conservation-oriented planning.
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NOTES:
This article provides pivotal observations into the growing water scarcity in Pakistan, the geostrategic importance
of the Indus Basin, interprovincial water disputes, and the impact of climate change on national security,
agriculture, and energy. Candidates should understand the interplay of natural and human-induced water stress
factors, including glacial melt, poor water governance, and inequitable distribution among provinces. Also, it
reflects on the implications for food security and economic sustainability — key themes in policy debates.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Environmental challenges, Interprovincial relations, Agriculture sector

e Environmental Science: Water resource management, Climate change and glacial retreat

e Current Affairs / International Relations: UN Reports, Global climate concerns and regional stability
Notes for beginners:
Glaciers in the HKH region act like water tanks for rivers like the Indus, supplying water to millions in Pakistan.
Now, these glaciers are melting 65% faster due to climate change. This affects water availability in rivers and
reservoirs like Tarbela and Chashma, which are drying up earlier every year. For example, Sindh needed 40,000
cusecs of water for crops in April, but got less than 20,000 cusecs — half the need. This shortage is causing
protests and harming agriculture. Also, river inflows have significantly dropped over decades, making it harder to
grow food and maintain power generation. Instead of building new dams and canals, Pakistan should now focus
on saving and managing water better.
Facts and Figures:

e Glaciers in HKH melting 65% faster (20112020 vs. previous decade)

o billion people depend on rivers fed by these glaciers

e Pakistan received 40% less rainfall; Sindh faced 62% below-normal rains

e  Western rivers’ flow dropped from 135.82 MAF (1976-1998) to 120.79 MAF (1999-2023)

e Eastern rivers declined from 9.35 to 2.96 MAF

e Sindh is facing 51% water shortage; some canals getting 70% less flow
To wrap up, This article acts as a wake-up call, not just a warning. With nature sounding the alarm and
interprovincial tensions flaring, Pakistan stands at the edge of a deepening water crisis. The time for cosmetic
fixes is over — what's needed is a holistic, policy-backed shift towards long-term water conservation and
equitable distribution. If ignored, the drought may not only parch the land but also scorch national
unity and stability.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e  Imperilled: Put at risk; endangered (Syn: jeopardized / Ant: safeguarded)

e Ominous: Giving the impression that something bad is going to happen (Syn: threatening / Ant:

promising)

e Consternation: Anxiety or dismay (Syn: alarm / Ant: confidence)

e Vehemently: Forcefully or passionately (Syn: intensely / Ant: mildly)

e Scanter: Less in quantity (Syn: sparse / Ant: abundant)

e Command area: Irrigated land served by a canal system

e Dead-level: The lowest operational water level of a dam
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HARD OR COMPETENT STATE?

Summary:
The debate around whether Pakistan should be a 'hard' state or a competent one touches the very core of our national
dysfunction. Despite having the full arsenal of coercive tools, the state has failed to ensure long-term stability, peace,
and financial resilience. A hard state is not inherently a strong or capable one. True competence lies in delivering
essential services, collecting taxes effectively, securing borders, and earning public trust. Power without authority
is futile—authority stems from legitimacy, public purpose, and consent. Nowhere is this disconnect more evident
than in Balochistan, where decades of flawed governance, repression, and failure to address local grievances have
fueled an insurgency that cannot be defeated by military might alone. In fact, coercion without consent has only
further alienated the public, creating a vacuum where legitimacy should stand.
This article rightly argues that counter-insurgency is not just about weaponry; it is about winning hearts and minds.
Suppressing peaceful dissent, as seen in recent actions against the Baloch Yakjehti Committee and political leaders
like Akhtar Mengal, only tightens the noose around national unity. The Pakistani state's tendency to conflate
nationalist voices with militancy reflects a fundamental misreading of conflict resolution principles. The situation
in Balochistan has reached a boiling point, not because of external interference alone; but due to a fertile ground of
injustice and unfulfilled demands. Without representative governance, respect for human rights, and the active
inclusion of political, economic, and social dimensions in its response, the state will continue to lose its credibility.
Strength lies not in suppression but in inclusivity and reform.
Overview:
This article examines the false sense of strength projected by a coercive state and argues for a competent, legitimate
governance system that addresses root causes rather than relying solely on force. Balochistan acts as a critical case
study in how the misuse of power, in the absence of trust and representation, can deepen alienation and fuel
insurgency. The author highlights the need for a multidimensional national security strategy rooted in consent,
legitimacy, and comprehensive engagement.
NOTES:
This article is highly useful for developing analytical perspectives on civil-military relations, internal security,
counter-insurgency, federalism, and governance issues in Pakistan. It illustrates the difference between power and
authority and provides a critical lens on how statecraft should be rooted in legitimacy rather than brute force. The
article can be quoted in papers to reflect an understanding of state-building challenges and strategies for conflict
resolution; particularly in-Balochistan.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o  Pakistan Affairs: Governance, Balochistan issue, civil-military relations

o Current Affairs: Counter-insurgency, internal security challenges

e Governance and Public Policy: Legitimacy, authority, public trust

o International Relations: External involvement in internal insurgencies
Notes for Beginners:
A hard state means using power to control, but a competent state goes beyond that—it works efficiently, gains
people’s trust, and delivers services. For example, countries like Norway or Canada are competent states because
people trust their institutions. In contrast, in Balochistan, Pakistan has used military force instead of listening to
people's complaints. This has made things worse, not better. An example is the protest march led by Akhtar Mengal
that was forcefully blocked, which only increased anger among the locals. Facts show that without listening to the
people and solving their basic problems, no government can bring peace, no matter how strong its army is.
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Facts and Figures:

Balochistan remains gripped by a raging insurgency due to long-standing grievances, poor governance, and
the absence of representative rule.

Multiple military operations have been conducted in Balochistan over the years, yet stability remains
elusive.

The crackdown on the Baloch Yakjehti Committee and the arrest of human rights activists escalated tensions
rather than defusing them.

Former Chief Minister Akhtar Mengal’s protest march was forcibly stopped, triggering widespread political
condemnation.

Leaders of several political parties gathered in Quetta to oppose government restrictions on peaceful
protests and sit-ins.

Pakistan possesses significant coercive instruments and hard power, yet lacks legitimacy and authority in
conflict-prone regions like Balochistan.

The absence of non-kinetic efforts—such as political, economic, and social reforms—has allowed external
elements to exploit internal unrest.

The state continues to use repressive measures to curb dissent and opposition nationwide, further eroding
public trust and institutional credibility.

To wrap up, This article provides a compelling reality check for Pakistan’s policymakers. It dismantles the illusion
that might is right and insists that sustainable peace can only be built on the pillars of legitimacy, public trust, and
inclusive governance. It urges a strategic shift—from a security-heavy posture to a people-centered, rights-based
model of governance, especially in conflict-hit Balochistan. A timely and critical read for anyone reflecting on
the state's future.

Difficult Words and Meanings:
1. Coercive — involving force or threats

Synonyms: forceful, oppressive

Antonyms: voluntary, consensual

2. Legitimacy/— lawfulness or rightfulness of authority

Synonyms: validity, credibility
Antonyms: illegitimacy, unlawfulness

3. Disaffection — dissatisfaction or alienation

Synonyms: resentment, estrangement

Antonyms: loyalty, contentment

4. Kinetic — relating to movement or forceful action (often military)

Synonyms: dynamic, aggressive

Antonyms: passive, static

5. Panoply — wide array or complete range

Synonyms: array, range
Antonyms: limitation, scarcity
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TRUMP’S TRADE WARS

Summary:
In the wake of Donald Trump’s aggressive economic stance, the imposition of so-called reciprocal tariffs has rattled
the very foundations of global trade. With hefty duties as high as 50 percent slapped on both allies and adversaries,
Trump’s trade war has now evolved into a full-blown global showdown. These tariffs, framed as retaliation against
trade barriers and surpluses, undermine the post-World War II order of liberalized trade and risk sending the global
economy spiraling into recession. Rather than using a measured approach, the US administration has applied a
flawed and deeply unfair logic: penalizing countries simply for exporting more to the US than they import. This
sweeping policy has ensnared even poor nations like Lesotho, exposing the lack of nuance in Trump’s protectionist
€Conomics.
For Pakistan, the blow comes in the form of a 29 percent additional tariff, a move that could severely impact the
country’s largest export sector—textiles and clothing. With over three-fourths of Pakistani exports to the US
belonging to this category, the risks are tangible, especially if the American economy tips into recession and
competition tightens in European markets. Disappointingly, Islamabad remains silent and directionless, offering no
concrete response or negotiation strategy. While some argue that rival exporters like Bangladesh and Vietnam face
higher tariffs, the damage to Pakistan’s economy could still be profound if corrective action is not taken swiftly.
Overview:
This editorial unpacks the global consequences of Trump’s renewed trade war strategy. It highlights the economic
fallout from unilateral tariff hikes, the questionable rationale behind these decisions, and the looming threat to
Pakistan’s key exports due to disproportionate tariffs on its goods.
NOTES:
This article is an excellent case study for understanding the intersection of international trade, economic diplomacy,
and protectionism. It explores how major powers manipulate trade mechanisms under the guise of reciprocity and
how such moves can destabilize developing economies like Pakistan. For aspirants, it provides valuable intuitions
into economic nationalism, US foreign trade policy, and its ripple effects on bilateral trade relations, especially in
the context of South Asia. A thorough grasp of this editorial can enhance your analytical responses in International
Relations and Current Affairs papers.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

o International Relations: US trade policy, economic diplomacy, protectionism.

e _Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan-US trade relations, economic vulnerabilities.

e  Current Affairs: Global trade wars, impact on developing countries, economic nationalism.

e  Economics: Trade deficits and surpluses, tariffs, global recession threats
Notes for Beginners:
Tariffs are taxes placed on goods imported from other countries. For example, if the US places a 50 percent tariff
on jeans from Pakistan, the price of Pakistani jeans becomes more expensive in the US, making them less
competitive. Trump’s trade policy assumes that countries selling more to the US than they buy are exploiting it, so
he raises taxes on their products. However, this logic ignores that not every country has equal economic capacity.
For Pakistan, whose exports to the US are mostly textiles, this could mean job losses and economic pressure if
buyers turn to other countries. Yet the government hasn’t taken steps to resolve or negotiate the issue, leaving the
economy vulnerable.
Facts and Figures:

o Trump’s tariffs now affect countries beyond China, Canada, and Mexico, extending globally

o Tariffs imposed are as high as 50 percent
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e Lesotho, a small African country, is taxed despite being economically weak.

e Pakistan faces a 29 percent additional tariff

e Three-fourths of Pakistan’s exports to the US are textiles and clothing.

e Pakistan has a trade surplus of over 3 billion dollars with the US.

e Rival countries like Bangladesh and Vietnam face even higher import taxes
To sum up, This article delivers a sharp analysis of Trump’s reckless tariff policy, spotlighting how a powerful
nation’s economic decisions can send shockwaves across the globe. It also underlines the need for proactive
diplomatic engagement from developing nations like Pakistan to safeguard their trade interests in turbulent times.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

Reciprocal — done in return or mutual

Synonym: mutual

Antonym: unilateral

Surplus — an excess of production or supply over demand
Synonym: excess

Antonym: shortage

Penalise — to subject to a penalty or disadvantage
Synonym: punish

Antonym: reward

Tariffs — taxes or duties to be paid on imports or exports
Synonym: duties

Antonym: exemptions

Liberalisation — removal of restrictions in an economy
Synonym: deregulation

Antonym: restriction

Escalation — increase in intensity or seriousness
Synonym: intensification

Antonym: de-escalation

Indiscriminately — in a random or careless manner
Synonym: arbitrarily

Antonym: selectively

Concessions — compromises or allowances made during negotiations
Synonym: allowances

Antonym: refusals
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POST-EID REFLECTIONS

Summary:
In a searing reflection on Pakistan’s current trajectory, the writer presents a grim yet honest diagnosis of the nation’s
existential crisis. The state’s mishandling of its peripheral regions, like Balochistan and KP, is laying bare the
profound disconnect between the ruling elite and the people. The tragic irony lies in how those protesting for justice
are branded as terrorists, while black laws are conveniently crafted to crush dissent. The writer pulls no punches in
declaring that Pakistan’s governance has reduced the people to a shared state of depression and despair. The only
way out, he asserts, is through a truth, justice, and reconciliation process, one rooted not in vengeance but in
redemption, aimed at transforming a fractured society into a just and viable state.
On the external front, the piece strikes a realist tone. Pakistan’s foreign policy, oncea bulwark of strategic balance,
now flounders without a stable national foundation. The writer warns that China, despite being a time-tested partner,
may soon consider Pakistan a liability unless governance reforms are enacted. Meanwhile, the flawed approach
towards Afghanistan has turned a former buffer into a tool for Indian leverage. As for India, the author urges not
belligerence but principled engagement rooted in democratic strength. The message is clear: Pakistan must look
inward to reclaim its dignity on the world stage, or risk losing the very essence of statehood.
Overview:
The article is a powerful analysis of Pakistan’s domestic repression and foreign policy failures. It advocates for a
transformative justice process to rebuild national unity and proposes realistic foreign relations rooted in internal
stability.
NOTES:
This article is highly relevant for aspirants preparing topics related to governance, foreign policy, and national
integration. It reflects how internal- misgovernance directly impacts diplomatic relations, especially with China,
Afghanistan, and India. The essay also brings in the concept of state failure, strategic detachment, hybrid
governance, and truth and Reconciliations.
CSS syllabus relevance:

e Pakistan Affairs: Governance crisis, Balochistan issue, Reconciliation.

o International Relations: US-China-Pakistan triangle, Gwadar and CPEC, Strategic alignment.

o Current Affairs: National policy failures, regional diplomacy, strategic interests
Notes for beginners:
The article says Pakistan is failing because it punishes its own people for asking for justice, especially in Balochistan
and KP. Instead of solving problems, the government accuses them of being enemies. This makes people feel
hopeless and angry. For example, when locals speak up about land grabbing, they are arrested or silenced. Outside
the country, Pakistan’s weak internal system affects how strong it looks to allies like China. The article says China
might stop helping if Pakistan keeps mishandling things. It also says India and Afghanistan are using Pakistan’s
poor planning to their advantage. All of this shows that without fixing things at home, Pakistan cannot succeed in
the world.

e Facts and figures:

e No official statistics are quoted, but the article implies that Pakistan’s governance has deteriorated to the

point of being classified among failing states.
e CPEC and Gwadar are highlighted as critical investment areas China is reconsidering due to domestic
instability.
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o The US is described as strategically attempting to pull Pakistan away from China’s influence, especially
over Gwadar.

e The 1971 reference to Zhou Enlai reflects China’s historical stance against arming a state to suppress its
people.

e  Musharraf’s Kashmir proposals are mentioned as a diplomatic model that could be revived in the future
To sum up, This article is not just an analysis; it’s a wake-up call. It challenges Pakistan to confront its internal
decay with honesty and courage. The path forward is not paved with denial or repression but with truth, justice, and
collective renewal. If ignored, the consequences could be far more disastrous than imagined-
Difficult words and meanings:

o Existential — relating to existence or survival; synonym: vital, antonym: trivial

e Qratuitously — unnecessarily or without justification; synonym: needlessly, antonym: necessarily

e Reconciliation — the restoration of friendly relations; synonym: resolution, antonym: conflict

o Blameless — free of guilt; synonym: innocent, antonym: culpable

e Arrayed — positioned or set in an organized way; synonym; aligned, antonym: disorganized

THE STATE’S FAILURE

Summary:

The situation in Balochistan has taken a grim turn, exposing the state’s consistent failure to respond with empathy
and foresight. Highways remain blocked, Quetta is nearly locked down, and protesters led by Akhtar Mengal are
met not with dialogue but with brute force. It is painfully clear that the political bridge between the Baloch people
and the state is crumbling. The crackdown on Baloch Yakjehti Committee leaders, followed by a surge in nationalist
resistance and participation of mainstream parties in the long march, shows that repression is feeding militancy. In
sidelining moderate nationalist voices, the state is pushing a disenfranchised generation to the edge of armed
resistance. What’s more, the inclusion of educated Baloch women in the movement has added depth and urgency,
as their personal stories of state excess reflect a widespread narrative of injustice.

The real power.in the province no longer resides with elected representatives but with the security apparatus, which
sees every issue through the barrel of a gun. From the hijacking of trains to suicide bombings led by women, the
rise in militant activity across 20 districts underlines the deepening crisis. Instead of engaging with emerging leaders
and correcting past wrongs, Islamabad continues its course of indifference, forming vague committees like the one
for 'hardening the state'. This euphemism for increased control only sharpens alienation. The legacy of denied rights,
economic neglect, and military solutions has left Balochistan on the brink. Without genuine political engagement,
the state risks alienating the last remnants of mainstream Baloch representation.

Overview:

This article, authored by Zahid Hussain, confronts the escalating unrest in Balochistan, driven by state negligence,
rising militancy, and suppression of political voices. It captures the power vacuum, the historical context of
resistance, and the dangerous implications of silencing moderate leaders.

NOTES:

This article is essential for understanding the long-standing Baloch insurgency and the civil-military imbalance in
Pakistan. It highlights how centralized governance, military-led policies, and political apathy have intensified
separatist tendencies in Balochistan. Students can link this with ethnic politics, counterinsurgency strategy, and the
state’s failure in peripheral regions. The mention of Akhtar Mengal, Baloch Yakjehti Committee, and women-led
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resistance presents relevant case studies on state-citizen disconnect, useful for Pakistan Affairs and Current Affairs
papers.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics or subjects:

e Pakistan Affairs: Ethnic issues and national integration.

e  Current Affairs: Civil-military relations and insurgencies in Pakistan.

e Governance and Public Policy: Federalism, decentralization, and state response mechanisms.

e Political Science: Role of non-state actors, political alienation, and democratic backsliding.

o International Relations: Internal security’s impact on foreign image.
Notes for Beginners:
Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest province by area but remains the most underdeveloped. The unrest stems from
decades of political neglect, economic exploitation, and military crackdowns. For example; the 2003 plan to build
military cantonments ignited fears of occupation. Akhtar Mengal, once a moderate nationalist, has now lost faith in
parliamentary politics. Around 20 districts face unrest, and even cabinet ministers avoid their home regions due to
security concerns. The rise of female militants, like suicide bombers, shows how deep resentment runs among
families affected by enforced disappearances. Understanding this context helps grasp why calls for political reform
and fair resource distribution are central to peace.
Facts and Figures:

e 20 districts reportedly affected by militant activity:

e Four major past insurgencies before the current one.

e Multiple mainstream parties have joined the long march.

o  Women now play both militant and activist roles
To sum up, This article is a piercing reminder of how indifference and coercion have corroded the state’s legitimacy
in Balochistan. Ignoring the cries for justice and replacing them with militarised control only sharpens the divide.
For any meaningful peace, the state must abandon its colonial mindset and reengage with political wisdom and
sincerity before all bridges are burned beyond repair.
Difficult words and meanings:
Paralysed — rendered inactive or powerless, immobilized (syn), active (ant)
Siege — a situation where access is blocked, especially to a city
Coercive — involving force or threats, forceful (syn), voluntary (ant)
Volatile — likely to change rapidly and unpredictably, unstable (syn), stable (ant)
Impunity — exemption from punishment
Insurgency — an active revolt or uprising
Alienation — the state of being isolated or estranged, estrangement (syn), inclusion (ant)
Gimmickry — use of tricks to attract attention
Fractured — broken or divided
Apathy — lack of interest or concern, indifference (syn), concern (ant)
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NAVIGATING TRADE BARRIERS

Summary:
In the tangled web of global trade, Pakistan stands at a crossroads, caught between the hammer of US tariffs and
the anvil of the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism. The Trump administration’s protectionist surge—
framed as a quest for fairness—has exposed cracks in Pakistan’s trade regime, from unpredictable regulatory orders
to outdated customs processes and shaky digital infrastructure. Meanwhile, the EU, donning the green cloak of
climate responsibility, demands carbon transparency Pakistan simply isn’t prepared for. These pressures, though
miles apart in origin, converge on a singular reality: Pakistan’s outdated trade architecture needs an urgent overhaul
if we’re to swim with the tide rather than sink beneath it.
Ironically, what appear to be suffocating barriers might just be a blessing in disguise. Both the US and EU, albeit
with divergent motives, are pushing Pakistan toward reforms that were long overdue. The smart play here isn’t to
cry foul but to bite the bullet and seize the moment. Streamlining customs, embracing digital transformation, and
fostering transparency in trade rules could kill two birds with one stone—addressing US grievances while greasing
the wheels for CBAM compliance. Add to that a Green CPEC Framework with low-carbon industrial zones and
tech transfers, and Pakistan might just turn this trade war into a stepping stone for economic revival and global
competitiveness.
Overview:
The article explores how trade policies from the US and the EU—though rooted in different ideologies—are pushing
Pakistan toward similar structural reforms. US tariffs under the Trump administration and the EU’s CBAM both
highlight Pakistan’s outdated customs, regulatory unpredictability, weak digital systems, and lack of carbon
tracking. It presents a reform opportunity via digital modernization, transparent policies, and environmental
alignment through a Green CPEC framework.
NOTES:
This article is a goldmine for understanding how global economic pressures can act as catalysts for domestic
reforms. Candidates should focus on hew Pakistan’s internal inefficiencies—like erratic SROs and weak digital
infrastructure—invite e€xternal trade barriers. Also noteworthy is the geopolitical shift toward climate-centric trade
rules, especially CBAM, and how Pakistan must prepare its industries accordingly. The Green CPEC Framework
can be framed. as a case study under sustainable development and regional cooperation. Draw connections with
WTO norms, Paris Agreement obligations, and Pakistan’s trade diplomacy challenges.
CSS Syllabus Relevance:

e International Relations: Global trade policy, US-Pakistan relations, EU climate diplomacy

o  Pakistan Affairs: Trade framework, CPEC, regulatory reform, economic modernisation

e Environmental Science: CBAM, carbon accounting, green industrialisation

e Governance and Public Policy: Transparency, digitalisation, investment climate
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about two major problems Pakistan is facing in international trade. First, the US has imposed extra
taxes (tariffs) on Pakistani products because of our unclear trade rules and outdated customs. For example, Pakistan
still uses paper-based systems while the world has moved to digital documentation. Second, the EU has a new policy
called CBAM which checks the carbon emissions of imported goods. Since Pakistan doesn’t have strong systems
to track carbon emissions in factories, it might lose access to European markets. But the article also gives a
solution—by improving digital systems and making factories more eco-friendly through CPEC, we can solve both
problems and improve our trade.
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Facts and Figures:
e Pakistan’s average MFN applied tariff: 10.3% (13% for agriculture)
e (Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) will affect six sectors: cement, iron & steel, aluminium,
fertilisers, electricity, and hydrogen
o Internet suspensions and outdated digital laws hinder carbon tracking compliance
e Proposed Green CPEC has three parts: low-carbon zones, supply chain carbon accounting, and clean tech
transfer
To sum up, What starts as a trade storm might turn into a wave of transformation—if Pakistan rides it right. The US
and EU aren't simply throwing punches; they’re signaling that the old way of doing business won’t cut it anymore.
If Pakistan fixes its trade regime, builds trust through transparency, and rides the green wave with China via CPEC,
it can shift from being cornered to becoming competitive in the global arena.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Converge — to come together from different directions (syn: merge, meet; ant: diverge)
o Tariffs — taxes on imports or exports (syn: duties, levies; ant: subsidies)
e Statutory — legally required or permitted (syn: mandated, lawful; ant: unauthorized)
e Repatriation — return of assets or profits to one's home country (syn: return, restitution; ant: retention)
e (Carbon leakage — increase in emissions outside a region due to strict policies within (syn: external
emissions; ant: carbon neutrality)

THE NEW TRUMP ORDER

Summary:

In a stunning move that rattled the global economic erder, Donald Trump’s latest tariff policy has thrust the world
into a storm of uncertainty. With a single executive order, Trump rendered the WTO seemingly obsolete and
reignited debates over the legitimacy of so-called "free trade." His approach, often dismissed as transactional and
populist, challenges the hypocrisy of countries that champion free trade yet impose higher tariffs on American
products. The writer, while a free trade advocate himself, questions the exaggerated doomsday predictions by global
media and analysts. He suggests that Trump's policy, instead of being reckless, might actually be a strategic
invitation for bilateral renegotiation—a move not necessarily without precedent but certainly without polish.
Trump’s core message is blunt yet consistent: treat us as we treat you. The baseline 10 percent tariff is a foundation
for potential negotiations, not an endgame. The writer reflects on how Trump has stood by his promises, shifting
wealth from consumers to producers in an attempt to revive America's industrial might, even at the cost of temporary
economic hardship. While media outlets bemoan his disruption of global trade, Trump seems to have anticipated a
recession and is pressing for interest rate cuts ahead of time. The real question is not whether Trump’s method is
palatable, but whether it will ultimately force a fairer balance in global trade. Love him or loathe him, he is a man
delivering on his economic agenda with unapologetic velocity.

Overview:

The article critically examines Trump’s new tariff order, arguing that it is less a belligerent act and more a calculated
attempt to rebalance trade inequalities. It challenges the mainstream narrative of economic doom and suggests the
move opens doors for negotiation, not confrontation.
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NOTES:
This article gives a nuanced insight into global trade politics, US protectionism, and the shifting dynamics of
international economic institutions. It helps aspirants understand how populist economic policies challenge
multilateral systems like the WTO and redefine diplomacy. The article can support arguments in essays or
international relations questions involving US economic strategy, trade wars, or global governance failures. It also
introduces critical thinking on economic nationalism and its political roots.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

e International Relations: US foreign economic policy, global trade dynamics

e Current Affairs: World economy, trade wars, WTO's future

e Economics: Protectionism vs. free trade, tariff policies

e US History and Politics (optional): Trump's presidency and its global economic implications
Notes for Beginners:
Trump’s new tariff order is a set of taxes on goods coming into the US. He introduced a flat 10 percent tariff for all
countries but left room to change it depending on how those countries treat US goods. For example, if a country
taxes US cars at 20 percent but expects only 5 percent on its cars in return, Trump’s policy demands equal footing.
It’s like saying, “If you charge me more, I’ll do the same.” While critics fear this might slow down global trade,
Trump believes it will boost American manufacturing. A similar tactic led to trade tensions with China in 2018, and
now it’s being used again with a more aggressive tone:
Facts and Figures:

e Baseline tariff under Trump’s new order: 10 percent

e China retaliated with 125 percent tariffs on US goods

e Trump’s goal is to reduce trade deficits and revive local manufacturing

e The WTO, often criticized for being ineffective, is sidelined in this new bilateral approach
To wrap up, This article is a compelling critique of the global reaction to Trump's economic tactics. It doesn't idolize
Trump, but it questions the inconsistencies in global trade practices and highlights the hypocrisy of countries that
preach free trade but practice protectionism. For aspirants and economic analysts alike, it acts as a thought-
provoking piece that breaks the conventional narrative and urges a deeper look at global economic power plays.

Difficult Words and Meanings:=
o Bewildered — confused or puzzled; Syn: perplexed, baffled; Ant: clear, certain
e Redundant — unnecessary or no longer needed; Syn: superfluous, excessive; Ant: essential, necessary
e . Doomsday — disastrous or apocalyptic event; Syn: catastrophe, calamity; Ant: prosperity, optimism
e Retaliation — revenge or counteraction; Syn: retribution, reprisal; Ant: forgiveness, submission
e Tenacity — determination and persistence; Syn: perseverance, resilience; Ant: weakness, hesitation
e Supremacy — state of being superior; Syn: dominance, authority; Ant: inferiority, subordination
e Impunity — exemption from punishment; Syn: immunity, exemption; Ant: accountability, liability
e Transactional — based on exchange or trade; Syn: deal-oriented, commercial; Ant: altruistic, charitable
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BEYOND GLOBALISATION

Summary:
The US has thrown a spanner in the works of global trade by rolling out protectionist policies under the guise of
economic emergency. With the sudden closure of USAID and the imposition of exorbitant tariffs—most notably a
125% tarift on Chinese imports—Washington has effectively declared a trade war. This policy, which bypasses
congressional procedures and WTO rules, has set off a ripple effect in the global economy, hurting export-reliant
countries and unsettling financial markets. Countries like China, Mexico, and Canada—America’s top suppliers—
now face major economic headwinds. This shift, largely driven by a desire to curtail China's market power and
secure American corporate interests, may backfire in the long run, as history shows protectionist measures rarely
deliver sustained economic growth or job creation.
For Pakistan, the writing is on the wall. With dwindling US economic aid and a deteriorating export climate, the
country is stuck between a rock and a hard place. Its failure to reform its economic structure over the past decades
has now left it unarmed in this new trade reality. As traditional lifelines like concessional aid vanish, and US
consumer demand dips, Pakistan’s economy stands to bear the brunt. Any gains from the pressure on regional
competitors like India or Vietnam seem unlikely unless Pakistan undertakes serious economic overhauls. The only
way forward lies in diversifying trade partners, improving competitiveness, and making private enterprise the
engine of growth. With Trump’s tariffs ushering in a new global economic' order, Pakistan must rethink its
diplomatic playbook—moving from political lobbying to economic value delivery.
Overview:
The article captures a seismic shift in global trade dynamics triggered by US protectionist policies. It unpacks the
closure of USAID, tariff escalations particularly targeting China, and the broader implications for global trade and
developing economies like Pakistan. The author highlights the risks for Pakistan in relying on outdated economic
models and urges structural reforms to stay afloat in a rapidly evolving global market.
NOTES:
This article provides important observations into evolving international trade patterns and power politics. The
analysis can be used in Pakistan Affairs and Current Affairs papers to highlight Pakistan’s strategic choices amid
shifting global alliances. The policy shift away from aid-based diplomacy to value-driven trade partnerships makes
it a potent reference when discussing foreign policy tools and economic reforms in Pakistan. The figures cited, such
as the $72bn aid freeze and $582bn US-China trade, provide concrete data to enrich exam answers.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

o  Pakistan Affairs (Pakistan-US Relations, Economic Development)

o  International Relations (Trade Wars, Economic Diplomacy)

o Current Affairs (US Foreign Policy, Globalization Trends)

o International Political Economy (Protectionism, Global Value Chains)
Notes for beginners:
The US government under President Trump has introduced high tariffs, especially on Chinese goods, to reduce its
trade deficit and protect American industries. For example, a 125% tax was slapped on Chinese imports, causing
China to retaliate. Such a trade war means countries that depend on selling goods to the US, like Pakistan, may
suffer losses as American buyers pull back. At the same time, the US shut down USAID—a body that had supported
developing countries with financial aid for decades. Pakistan had received around $67 billion in aid since 1951,
including the famous Kerry-Lugar-Berman bill in 2009 that provided $7.5 billion over five years. Now that this
support is drying up, Pakistan must find new ways to grow—Dby improving its industries, making products that other
countries want to buy, and trading with regions beyond the US and China.
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Facts and figures:

e $72 billion US foreign assistance frozen

e USAID, a 65-year-old aid agency, shut down

e US-China bilateral trade dropped from $661.5bn (2018) to $582bn (2024)

e Pakistan received $67bn in US aid (1951-2011)

o Kerry-Lugar-Berman Act: $7.5bn from 2010-2014

e China hit with 125% tariff; its share of US exports dropped from 19.2% to 14.7%

e Pakistan’s exports to the US: $5.2bn
To wrap up, This article paints a stark picture of a world drifting away from globalization toward fragmented
economic blocs. It signals a wake-up call for developing countries like Pakistan to shift gears—steering away from
aid dependence and diplomatic handouts towards real economic strength built on competitiveness and smart trade
alliances. As the dust settles from this tariff war, only those nations with clear vision and internal reforms will
weather the storm.

Difficult words and meanings:

o Tariff — a tax imposed on imported goods (Synonym: duty, tax; Antonym: subsidy)

e Protectionism — policy of protecting domestic industries by restricting foreign competition (Synonym:
isolationism; Antonym: free trade)

e Concessional — offered on better-than-market terms, often at lower interest or conditions (Synonym:
discounted; Antonym: premium)

e Bilateral — involving two parties, especially countries (Synonym: mutual; Antonym: multilateral)

e Diversification — spreading investment or trade across various sectors or partners (Synonym: expansion;
Antonym: concentration)

ANOTHER LAYER OF CONTROL

Summary:

The article presents a critical examination of the Pakistani establishment’s increasing control over civilian state
institutions through newly introduced intelligence and security mechanisms. This shift toward a ‘hard state’ model
is exemplified by the creation of the National Intelligence Fusion and Threat Assessment Centre (Niftac), which
aims to centralize intelligence operations under one roof. While the initiative echoes earlier, ineffective attempts
like the Joint Intelligence Directorate (JID) and the National Intelligence Coordination Committee (NICC), the
current optimism stems from the civil-military leadership’s seeming alignment. However, this convergence of power
raises concerns about the autonomy of civilian bodies and the historical tendency of military dominance in internal
affairs.

The article further explores efforts to enhance coordination at provincial levels, with suggestions for a national-
level Counterterrorism Department under Nacta’s umbrella. Yet the gradual replacement of civilian positions by
military officials within intelligence bodies has blurred the lines between civil and military jurisdiction. The success
of Niftac hinges on its ability to remain focused on terrorism and avoid being politicized. At the same time, reforms
in police institutions, especially in conflict-ridden areas like KP and Balochistan, are vital. Without restoring the
public’s trust in law enforcement and maintaining the civilian character of internal security, the state risks further
alienating its own apparatus.
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Overview:
This article focuses on the establishment’s tightening grip on Pakistan’s internal security framework, highlighting
a paradigm shift from fragmented governance to centralized intelligence control. The writer raises red flags about
the implications for democracy, federalism, and the already frail structure of civil institutions, particularly in
counterterrorism domains.
NOTES:
This article provides vision into the civil-military dynamics shaping internal security strategies, particularly in the
post-APS context of the National Action Plan (NAP). It also delves into institutional reforms and structural changes
aimed at combating terrorism, thus touching upon state response mechanisms, security governance, and federal-
provincial cooperation challenges. Aspirants should critically analyze the balance of power, civil-military relations,
and the operational effectiveness of intelligence institutions.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Civil-Military Relations, National Action Plan, Internal Security Challenges

e Governance & Public Policy: Institutional Reforms, Intelligence Coordination, Federal-Provincial

Relations

e Current Affairs: Counterterrorism Policy, Strategic Security Planning
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how Pakistan’s military is increasingly taking control of internal security bodies like Nacta by
establishing new institutions like Niftac. Earlier attempts, such as the Joint Intelligence Directorate in 2016 and the
NICC in 2022, failed due to lack of cooperation among agencies. For example, each agency wanted to keep its own
data instead of sharing it. Now, with Niftac, the government claims both civil and military leadership are united.
However, critics worry that the military's role might overshadow civilian institutions. In KP, for instance, the
government is now replacing some military posts with police in low-threat areas, showing a shift toward civilian
control—if properly executed.
Facts and figures:

e Niftac will include Nacta as a wing

o KP approved Rs567.7 million for police modernization

e National Action Plan originally had 20 points, later reduced to 14
To sum up, The article is a timely and thought-provoking analysis of Pakistan’s internal security trajectory. It not
only questions the overreach of military institutions but also underscores the pressing need for civilian
empowerment, institutional harmony, and public trust in law enforcement. The success of Niftac lies not in
centralization alone, but in genuine coordination, professional autonomy, and staying focused on the real enemy:
terrorism, not political dissent.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Oversight: Supervision or close monitoring (Syn: Superintendence, Ant: Neglect)

e Restructure: To organize differently (Syn: Reorganize, Ant: Disorganize)

e Nexus: A connection or series of connections (Syn: Link, Ant: Separation)

e Friction: Conflict or disagreement (Syn: Tension, Ant: Harmony)

e Encroaching: Intruding gradually (Syn: Infringing, Ant: Respecting)

e Appraised: Evaluated or assessed (Syn: Judged, Ant: Ignored)

e Pacify: To calm or soothe (Syn: Placate, Ant: Agitate)
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THE FALLOUT

Summary:
Trump's reckless tariff blitzkrieg, launched under the guise of protecting American interests, plunged the global
economy into turmoil, triggering panic across markets and pushing allies and rivals alike into retaliatory mode.
With sweeping tariffs imposed on nearly all trading partners—including close allies like the EU, Japan, and South
Korea—Trump’s policy disregarded diplomacy and economic rationale. China, being the primary target, responded
with equal aggression, escalating a full-blown trade war. Financial institutions, media outlets, and former U.S.
policymakers unanimously condemned the move, labeling it a catastrophic act of self-inflicted damage. Trump’s
flip-flop after global backlash—introducing a temporary pause—offered little comfort, as the unpredictability of
his policy direction continued to unsettle global markets and political alliances.
The deeper consequence of this protectionist shift is a breakdown in trust between the U.S. and its longstanding
partners. Allies, now bruised and wary, are beginning to recalibrate their strategic and economic alignments, with
some tilting toward China for stability and mutual trade benefits. Trump’s erratic approach has not only wounded
America’s economic reputation but also jeopardized its geopolitical leverage. The long-term outcome of these
actions could be the isolation of the U.S. economy, while China rises as a more attractive, steady partner for global
trade. The article paints a grim picture of America’s credibility being dismantled by one man’s economic ego trip—
leaving behind a fractured trading system and a global order in flux.
Overview:
This article presents a critical overview of Trump’s aggressive tariff policies and their repercussions. It explores the
economic, diplomatic, and geopolitical damage triggered by his impulsive decisions, particularly the US-China
trade war, the crumbling of trust among allies, and the potential realignment of global powers.
NOTES:
This article provides valuable knowledge into global trade relations, U.S. economic diplomacy, and shifting
geopolitical alliances. It can be used as a reference while answering questions on economic nationalism, trade wars,
U.S. foreign policy under Trump, and the emerging multipolar global order. Key takeaways include understanding
the risks of unilateralism, the interconnectedness of global markets, and the strategic consequences of alienating
allies.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

o International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, trade diplomacy, global realignment

Current Affairs: U.S.-China relations, global economic instability

Pakistan Affairs: Global trade tensions and their implications for Pakistan

e  International Political Economy: Trade wars, tariff impacts
Notes for Beginners:
Tariffs are taxes that governments put on goods coming from other countries. Trump used these to try to make
foreign goods more expensive, so people would buy American products. But this backfired. For example, when he
taxed goods from China, China taxed American goods in return. This made things expensive for everyone. The
global stock market lost over $10 trillion within days, showing how interconnected economies are. Countries that
usually depend on the U.S. for trade and diplomacy started thinking about making new friends—like China, which
many now see as more reliable. It’s like when one friend keeps changing plans—you start looking for someone
more dependable.
Facts and Figures:

e US stock market lost $5.4 trillion in two days post-announcement

e Global stock markets lost $5 trillion
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e  Tariffs on China reached as high as 145%

e Retaliatory tariffs by China rose to 124%

e EU faced a 20% blanket tariff

e Average tariffs across U.S. partners exceeded 25%
To sum up, Maleeha Lodhi’s article delivers a sobering reflection on how impulsive policy-making can erode not
only economic stability but also global trust. It reminds us that diplomacy, not aggression, sustains leadership.
Trump’s tariff war, fueled by flawed logic and political bravado, has isolated America and may mark the beginning
of a shifting global power dynamic—one that could see China emerge as the new nucleus of global trade.

CHINA AND PAKISTAN

Summary:
Pakistan is gradually inching towards a critical juncture in its foreign policy: a definitive choice between the US
and China. Until now, our diplomatic balancing act has kept us afloat, but the geopolitical tug-of-war between these
two powers is intensifying, and neutrality is becoming increasingly untenable. Hina Rabbani Khar had once warned
against chasing Western approval at the cost of our "real strategic" ties with China—a sentiment echoed by Khawaja
Asif. Yet, despite this strategic inclination, the stark economic realities tell a different tale. Our markets are tethered
to the West, while our military and debt obligations lean heavily toward China. We export to the US and EU to earn
capital, only to turn around and spend it on Chinese machinery and arms. This paradoxical dependence highlights
our vulnerability and lack of economic autonomy.
What makes matters more precarious is the scale of our entanglements. Over half of Pakistan’s bilateral debt—
about $23.7 billion—is owed to China, not to mention the critical dependency on Chinese weaponry, training, and
spare parts. While IMF bailouts—Ilargely influenced by the US—remain our go-to escape hatch, they too come with
silent stipulations that undermine Chinese engagements. China, meanwhile, seems to be losing patience with
Pakistan’s repetitive pleas for financial rescue, especially after multiple terror incidents targeting its personnel and
our inability to meet repayment deadlines. The real crisis isn't just diplomatic; it’s structural. Our addiction to
episodic bailouts is our Achilles' heel. If we fail to fix this recurring ailment, we will be dragged into a binary choice
that neither side will let us avoid—each decision carrying enormous strategic and economic consequences.
Overview:
The article highlights Pakistan's growing dilemma of choosing between China and the United States, due to its
intertwined economic, military, and diplomatic ties with both powers. It stresses the need for a long-term structural
solution to Pakistan’s bailout addiction and economic dependency.
NOTES:
This article is a critical case study in Pakistan’s foreign policy challenges and can be linked to international relations,
strategic studies, and political economy. It provides essential knowledge into the dynamics of global power shifts,
dependency theory, and debt diplomacy. It emphasizes how geopolitical alignments are not just diplomatic choices
but deeply rooted in economic structures, trade patterns, and defense linkages. Aspirants should particularly analyze
the intersection of diplomacy, economic survival, and strategic dependency when responding to questions related
to Pak-China, Pak-US relations, or the global power struggle.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

o International Relations: Global power dynamics, China-US rivalry, Pakistan's foreign policy

e Pakistan Affairs: Pak-China economic ties, CPEC, IMF relations

e Current Affairs: Economic diplomacy, strategic partnerships, debt traps
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Notes for beginners:
Pakistan exports more to the US and EU than it imports, meaning it earns profit from them. However, it spends
most of this profit on importing goods from China, especially machinery. This creates a double dependency: we
rely on Western markets for income and on China for goods and arms. For example, between 2019 and 2024,
Pakistan imported 81 percent of its arms from China, costing over $5 billion. On the other hand, China is also the
biggest holder of Pakistan’s bilateral debt, with $23.7 billion owed. These figures show that choosing one side over
the other would mean major sacrifices.
Facts and Figures:

e Pakistan imported $5.28 billion worth of arms from China between 2019 and 2024

e These imports made up 81% of Pakistan’s total arms imports during that period

o This share increased by 7 percentage points compared to the previous five-year span

e Pakistan owes $23.7 billion to China out of a total $41.7 billion in bilateral external debt

e Of this Chinese debt, $8.2 billion comprises swaps and deposits with the central bank

e Chinese debt accounts for nearly one-fourth of Pakistan’s total external debt

e Pakistan has a trade surplus with the US and EU, and its largest trade deficit is with China

e Pakistan’s economic bailouts mainly come from American-led institutions like the IMF

e Pakistan requires regular debt rollovers and delays in repayments on Chinese projects since 2019
To wrap up, This article is a compelling warning bell ‘for Pakistan’s policymakers. The luxury of indecision is fast
fading. We must develop sustainable economic strategies that reduce dependency on both powers to safeguard our
sovereignty. Strategic neutrality cannot be maintained unless it's backed by economic independence. Without
reform, we risk being squeezed into making a choice that could define our national trajectory for decades.

HARD IRAN-US NUCLEAR TALKS

Summary:

In the evolving geopolitical theatre, the article highlights the cautious yet significant revival of indirect nuclear talks
between the United States and Iran, facilitated by Oman. These talks mark the first substantial diplomatic contact
since President Trump unilaterally withdrew from the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018.
While both sides described the Oman meeting as “constructive,” it was largely ceremonial, with each delegation
confined to separate rooms, exchanging messages through intermediaries. The Iranian foreign minister praised the
respectful tone, which contrasts sharply with Trump’s previous threats of military action. However, progress
remains tentative, as Iran insists on the lifting of sanctions before direct negotiations can occur, and refuses to accept
any curbs on its missile or peaceful nuclear capabilities. Trump, meanwhile, has shown flexibility in tone but
remains firm in his demands.

Despite cautious optimism, there are significant roadblocks. Iran’s nuclear enrichment has progressed, with uranium
levels reportedly reaching up to 60%, nearing weapons-grade status. This has intensified international scrutiny,
especially from Israel, which has historically condemned the JCPOA and pushed for military action. While President
Biden initially linked rejoining the deal to Iran's compliance, his administration has imposed further sanctions
instead. Tehran, under growing regional threats and Israeli aggression, has bolstered its defence posture, signaling
that it won’t accept any terms undermining its sovereignty. With the Middle East already on edge due to the Gaza
war and I[sraeli actions in Lebanon and Syria, any misstep in negotiations could ignite a broader regional conflict.
The article paints a sobering picture of stalled diplomacy, hardened postures, and a volatile landscape teetering
between dialogue and destruction.
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Overview:
This Article highlights the fragile balance between diplomacy and confrontation in the US-Iran nuclear saga. It
revisits the history and breakdown of the 2015 nuclear deal, current efforts to reinitiate talks, and the complex web
of regional politics influencing the dialogue. The cautious optimism expressed by both sides may not be enough to
overcome entrenched positions and external pressures.
NOTES:
This article is an essential read for understanding the nuances of international diplomacy, nuclear non-proliferation,
and regional geopolitics. It provides a clear example of how superpowers and regional actors use diplomacy,
sanctions, and military threats as tools of foreign policy. Questions related to international nuclear treaties, US
foreign policy under different administrations, or Middle East politics could draw directly from this context. This
case study enhances analytical writing in International Relations and Current Affairs papers by illustrating how
diplomatic language, backchannel negotiations, and strategic ambiguity are used to manage conflicts. Aspirants
should also study the implications of such talks for global security, Pakistan’s regional position, and the strategic
importance of the Middle East.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

o International Relations (US foreign policy, nuclear diplomacy)
Current Affairs (Middle East conflict, diplomacy, JCPOA)
Pakistan Affairs (regional security implications)

Political Science (sanctions, diplomacy vs. coercion)
Notes for Beginners:
To understand this article, it's importantto know that the US and Iran had signed a nuclear agreement in 2015 called
JCPOA. Under this deal, Iran agreed to reduce its nuclear activities in return for economic relief. However, in 2018,
the US pulled out of the deal, and relations worsened. Now, both countries are talking indirectly, trying to rebuild
trust. They are using Oman as a mediator, meaning they are not speaking face-to-face. Iran wants the US to remove
sanctions before any direct talks. The situation is sensitive because Iran has increased its uranium enrichment, and
any military conflict in this already tense region could be dangerous. Israel is also playing a role by opposing Iran's
nuclear ambitions.
Facts and Figures:

o The 2015 JCPOA was signed by Iran and P5+1 (US, UK, France, China, Russia, Germany).

e Iran enriched 274.8 kg of uranium to 60%, with 90% needed for a nuclear weapon.

e _The Oman meeting marked the first indirect high-level US-Iran talks since 2018.

e  Trump withdrew from JCPOA in 2018, claiming it was ineffective.

e The US has continued to impose sanctions even under Biden’s presidency.
To wrap up, This article gives a detailed snapshot of the precarious journey of US-Iran nuclear diplomacy, shaped
by shifting strategies, global pressure, and complex regional rivalries. It emphasizes how diplomacy often dances
on the edge of confrontation, especially when national pride and strategic power are at stake. For any student of
international affairs or aspirant of public service, this unfolding drama is not just a case study—it’s a lesson in
patience, pragmatism, and power politics.
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THE LEADERSHIP DEFICIT

Summary:
As I reflect on the worsening political landscape of Pakistan, it becomes painfully clear that the nation suffers not
from a lack of challenges, but from a dangerous leadership vacuum. Pakistan reels under growing unrest, economic
fragility, provincial frictions, and deep-rooted structural dysfunctions, yet the ruling elite seem more preoccupied
with image-building campaigns than real governance. Poster boys of politics flaunt staged photo-ops while real
issues like water disputes, insurgency in Balochistan, and economic mismanagement are brushed aside. Governance
has been reduced to a series of reactive measures with no strategic foresight, further shaking public faith in the
system. With 70% of citizens believing the country is headed in the wrong direction, it is evident that crisis after
crisis is not the cause, but a symptom of an enduring leadership failure.
True leadership is not about occupying positions of power—it is about possessingvision, integrity, strategy, and the
ability to inspire collective progress. The article makes a compelling argument that effective leadership requires
empathy, communication, merit-based team-building, and the moral courage to challenge entrenched interests. Yet,
the current setup remains fixated on political patronage and short-term.gains. Quoting thinkers like Kissinger and
invoking Jinnah’s legacy, the article shows how history has always belonged to visionaries, not caretakers. Pakistan,
therefore, stands at a crossroads—one where only transformative leadership can lift it from its current malaise and
rekindle hope for a better future. Until then, the people must rise above apathy and demand the leadership they
deserve.
Overview:
This article dissects Pakistan’s growing political instability and attributes it to a glaring leadership deficit. It critiques
the country’s power holders for their lack of vision, integrity, and genuine governance, while advocating for bold,
people-centric leadership to tackle Pakistan’s multifaceted crises.
NOTES:
This article is rich in analytical vocabulary and conceptual insight into governance, leadership theory, and public
administration. It can work as an excellent reference for essays on leadership crisis, political instability, and
governance reforms inPakistan. It also emphasizes the traits of transformational leadership—a key theme in Public
Administration and Political Science.
Related CSS Subjects and Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs: Political instability, federal-provincial issues, leadership crisis

o Current Affairs: Governance deficit, public disillusionment, economic mismanagement

o | Political Science: Leadership theories, statecraft, legitimacy

e ' Public Administration: Visionary leadership, meritocracy, institutional performance
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan is facing serious issues like inflation, terrorism, and poor infrastructure, but its leaders aren’t providing
long-term solutions. Instead of fixing root problems, they focus on short-term media campaigns. For instance, while
Balochistan struggles with unrest, the federal government has no real plan to solve the crisis. True leadership means
having a future-focused vision, like Quaid-e-Azam did during the independence movement, and building trust by
solving people's problems. According to a recent Ipsos survey, 70% of Pakistanis feel the country is going in the
wrong direction, which shows how disappointed people are with today’s leaders.
Facts and Figures:

e Ipsos survey: 70% of citizens believe Pakistan is headed in the wrong direction

e Public dissatisfaction is increasing due to lack of trust, vision, and empathy in leadership

e Balochistan remains a hotspot of unrest without a credible government strategy
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e Governance remains dominated by personal connections over merit and competence

To sum up, The This article is a powerful call to action—it exposes the hollow nature of Pakistan’s current leadership
and urges a national introspection. Only with visionary, bold, and ethical leadership can the country navigate out of
its perpetual state of crisis. For citizens and future policymakers alike, this is a timely reminder that real change
demands real leaders—and it begins with an informed, aware, and assertive public.

FAILURE OF AFGHAN POLICY

Summary:
Pakistan’s Afghan strategy, once guided by the illusion of achieving strategic depth through Taliban patronage, has
now unraveled into a full-fledged diplomatic disaster. For decades, the Pakistani establishment clung to the belief
that supporting a Taliban-led Afghanistan would counterbalance Indian influence and ensure a friendly western
frontier. However, the ground realities have shifted. The Taliban, driven by nationalist motives rather than
ideological loyalty, have refused to rein in the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which continues to wage war
against the Pakistani state from across the border. This betrayal exposes the hollowness of Islamabad's assumptions
and the dangerous consequences of conflating ideology with national interest.
In a misguided attempt to assert control, Pakistan has adopted harsh measures such as the mass deportation of
Afghan refugees and strict border policies, which have only further inflamed anti-Pakistan sentiments. Meanwhile,
the Taliban have remained diplomatically silent on Kashmir and are increasingly engaging with India, signaling a
realignment in the regional power matrix. This article calls for a complete overhaul of Pakistan's Afghan policy. It
advocates for abandoning outdated strategic fantasies and embracing a foreign policy rooted in pragmatism, regional
cooperation, and economic diplomacy. Without this shift, Pakistan risks continued isolation and strategic
irrelevance.
Overview:
The article provides a sharp critique of Pakistan’s outdated and counterproductive Afghan policy. It explains how
flawed assumptions and ideological bias have led to strategic setbacks, particularly with the Taliban’s growing ties
to India and indifference toward Pakistan’s security concerns. It underscores the urgency of redefining foreign
policy through realism and regional cooperation.
NOTES:
This article is essential for understanding the interplay between ideology and foreign policy in the context of
Pakistan’s regional strategy. It directly relates to topics such as non-state actors, regional instability, Pakistan-
Afghan relations, and the security implications of strategic depth. The rise of the TTP, Pakistan’s refugee repatriation
policy, and diplomatic isolation are real-time illustrations of theoretical concepts taught in International Relations,
such as realism and blowback. The piece of writing also touches on themes relevant to Governance and Public
Policy, such as policy miscalculation and its fallout. For aspirants, it provides a concrete case study of how poor
strategic choices lead to long-term diplomatic consequences.
Relevance to CSS syllabus or subject:

o International Relations: Strategic depth, Realism vs Idealism, Foreign policy behavior

o Pakistan Affairs: Border relations, TTP activities, Refugee crisis

e Current Affairs: Taliban-India relations, Pakistan’s diplomatic stance

e Governance and Public Policy: Strategic decision-making, Policy failure and readjustment
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Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan historically supported the Taliban to ensure that Afghanistan remained friendly and didn’t side with India.
This was called gaining "strategic depth." But the Taliban are not behaving like Pakistan’s allies anymore. They
protect TTP members who attack Pakistan, refuse to help on Kashmir, and are now talking to India. Pakistan has
also expelled Afghan refugees to pressure the Taliban, but this made the Afghan public angry. So instead of
controlling the region, Pakistan is becoming isolated. This shows that relying only on old beliefs without adjusting
to new realities can be harmful. A better approach would be to build ties through trade, cooperation, and dialogue.
Facts and Figures:

* In 2023, terrorist attacks in Pakistan increased by over 70 percent, with many attributed to the TTP

operating from Afghan territory
» Pakistan expelled more than 1.7 million undocumented Afghan refugees by the end of 2023
» Since the Taliban takeover in 2021, they have made no official statements supporting Pakistan’s
stance on Kashmir

» India has re-established diplomatic contacts with the Taliban, indicating a shift in regional alliances

The Taliban have repeatedly resisted Pakistan’s efforts to fence the Durand Line, challenging the

border's legitimacy
To sum up, This article is a striking expos¢ of how rigid, ideology-driven foreign policies can lead a nation into
strategic isolation. It warns that clinging to outdated assumptions will only deepen Pakistan's regional
vulnerabilities. It’s a call to rethink foreign policy in light of emerging regional realities. Pragmatism, not paranoia,
must define Pakistan’s future approach to Afghanistan and beyond.

US-CHINA TRADE GAME

Summary:

In a region already burdened by political chaos and economic fragility, the implications of Iran-Israel tensions
threaten to escalate into a full-blown regional conflict. This article intricately explores how the ongoing hostilities
between Iran and Israel not only jeopardize their bilateral relations but also pose serious threats to neighboring
countries, particularly Pakistan. The piece mavigates through Iran’s calculated response to Israel’s consulate
bombing, the growing US involvement, and the overall shift in regional alignments. It becomes clear that this
confrontation is not an isolated affair but a complex geopolitical episode with global ramifications, involving actors
like Russia, China, and the United States—all subtly maneuvering for strategic advantage. The article also
underscores how Pakistan, caught between its alliance with Saudi Arabia and its geographical proximity to Iran,
must tread cautiously to avoid being dragged into a regional firestorm.

Furthermore, the writer has laid bare the vulnerabilities of the Muslim world, illustrating how internal disunity and
dependence on foreign powers are repeatedly exploited. There is a sharp criticism of the collective failure to respond
effectively to the Palestinian plight and the deeper implication of how regional rivalries serve the interests of non-
Muslim global powers. It prompts reflection on Pakistan's foreign policy choices, urging a more balanced and
strategic approach rather than blind alignments. The article concludes by warning that unless diplomacy prevails,
the Middle East risks becoming a theatre of destruction that could also destabilize South Asia, adding another layer
of urgency for Pakistan to reassess its regional priorities.

Overview:

The article presents a critical examination of the intensifying Iran-Israel conflict, highlighting its potential to trigger
widespread instability across the Middle East and South Asia. It also evaluates the diplomatic implications for
Pakistan, emphasizing the need for nuanced foreign policy decisions in a rapidly shifting geopolitical landscape.
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NOTES:
This article offers an excellent case study for international relations, particularly regarding Middle Eastern
geopolitics and Pakistan's foreign policy strategy. It demonstrates how regional conflicts can have far-reaching
consequences beyond borders, making it vital to understand the balance of power, diplomatic alignments, and the
role of major global players. This article can be used to support essay questions on Middle East conflicts, Muslim
world unity, and Pakistan’s role in regional diplomacy.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e International Relations: (Middle East Crisis)
e The article directly discusses the Iran-Israel tensions and the broader implications. for the Middle East,
fitting within the IR syllabus focusing on regional conflicts and security.
e Pakistan Affairs:The article analyzes Pakistan's strategic position, its diplomatic ties with Iran and Saudi
Arabia, and its balancing act in response to regional unrest.
o Current Affairs: The unfolding events between Iran and Israel, coupled with international involvement, fall
under current international developments impacting Pakistan.
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains how the long-standing hostility between Iran and Israel might expand into a much bigger crisis.
Iran attacked an Israeli consulate, and Israel retaliated, raising fears of a broader war. The United States is supporting
Israel, while countries like Russia and China are watching closely. Pakistan must be careful, as any conflict near its
border could pull it into the crisis. For example, if Saudi Arabia takes sides, Pakistan may feel pressure to support
them, which could affect its relations with Iran. Historically; such tensions have led to wars, refugee crises, and
economic shocks. So, the writer wants Pakistan to think wisely and act diplomatically.
Facts and Figures:
e On April 1, 2024, Israel launched an airstrike on the Iranian consulate in Damascus, Syria, killing senior
I[ranian military commanders, including Brigadier General Mohammad Reza Zahedi.
e In retaliation, Iran launched over 300 drones and missiles targeting Israel on April 13, 2024, marking the
first direct military attack on Israeli territory by Iran.
e The United States deployed two aircraft carriers in the Mediterranean Sea by late 2023, signaling active
military involvement in the region.
e Pakistan shares a 900-kilometer border with Iran, making any spillover of conflict a direct national security
concern.
e Pakistan’s annual trade with Iran stands at approximately 1.5 billion USD, which could be affected due to
rising tensions.
e The conflict comes at a time when over 33,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since October 2023,
further complicating Muslim world diplomacy.
To wrap up, This article is a timely reminder of the fragile geopolitical architecture of the Muslim world. It cautions
Pakistan against emotional alliances and urges a pragmatic approach to foreign policy. In a region where every
spark can ignite a wildfire, silence, patience, and strategic clarity may prove to be Pakistan’s most potent tools.
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PAHALGAM ATTACK

Summary:
In the wake of the militant attack on tourists in India-held Kashmir’s Pahalgam area, which left over 25 people
dead, South Asia finds itself teetering dangerously close to renewed instability. India’s immediate reaction was both
aggressive and counterproductive: suspending the historic Indus Waters Treaty, closing the Attari border, and swiftly
accusing Pakistan of complicity without concrete evidence. Despite Pakistan's immediate expression of sympathy
and concern, tensions have flared as India’s blame game overshadows rational discourse. Meanwhile, voices within
India, like opposition leader Rahul Gandhi, have criticized the government’s hollow claims of peace in Kashmir,
exposing the simmering discontent that continues to boil beneath the surface since the abrogation of Kashmir’s
autonomy in 2019.
This tragic event underscores a deeper truth: genuine peace in Kashmir cannot be forced through military muscle
and suppression of dissent. Only through sincere dialogue, involving Kashmiris alongside Pakistan and India, can
the region hope for lasting tranquility. False flag suspicions, demographic manipulations, and knee-jerk diplomatic
escalations will only deepen wounds. As Pakistan ponders its response, it must act with prudence and resilience,
ensuring that while it seeks de-escalation, it remains prepared to/defend itself against any misadventure. The
Pahalgam attack must act as a sobering reminder for India: lasting peace demands negotiation, not domination.
Overview:
The article critically examines the volatile aftermath of the Pahalgam attack in India-held Kashmir, highlighting
India's aggressive diplomatic and political measures against Pakistan. It stresses that enduring peace in the region
hinges on sincere negotiations rather than forceful suppression of Kashmiris’ aspirations.
NOTES:
This article provides observations into South Asia’s fragile security dynamics, the importance of water treaties like
the Indus Waters Treaty, the role of false flag operations in international relations, and the unresolved Kashmir
conflict. For Pakistan Affairs and Current Affairs papers, it showcases diplomatic handling of crises, while for
International Relations, it emphasizes conflict resolution and peace-building strategies.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e Pakistan Affairs (Pak-India Relations, Kashmir Issue)

e International Relations (Conflict Resolution, Diplomacy, Water Treaties)

e  Current Affairs (South Asian Geopolitics, Security Challenges)
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about a terrorist attack that happened in a tourist spot in Kashmir, killing many innocent people.
India quickly blamed Pakistan without any solid proof and made big decisions like blocking water agreements and
border crossings. This situation teaches that rushing to blame and using force doesn’t bring peace. For example,
even some Indian politicians said that pretending everything is fine in Kashmir won’t solve real problems.
Historically, when Kashmir’s special rights were removed in 2019, unrest increased. Just like solving a family
dispute needs honest talk, peace in Kashmir also needs fair dialogue between India, Pakistan, and Kashmiris.
Without this, violence will sadly keep happening.
Facts and Figures:

e Over 25 civilians killed in the Pahalgam attack.

o Indus Waters Treaty suspended by India — a treaty surviving since 1960 despite wars.

o The Resistance Front, an unknown group, claimed responsibility citing demographic protests.

e Biggest civilian attack in Indian-held Kashmir in 25 years.

e Article 370 abrogation in August 2019 ended Kashmir’s limited autonomy.
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To wrap up, This article is a timely reminder that political heavy-handedness, suspicion, and reckless accusations
can only stoke the fires of conflict further in South Asia. It urges both India and Pakistan to choose dialogue over
confrontation and calls for a deep reassessment of policies in Kashmir. Genuine peace will only emerge when the
people most affected — the Kashmiris — are part of the conversation, and both states act with responsibility
rather than reflex.

UNDERSPENDING CLIMATE FUNDS

Summary:
Pakistan’s chronic problem of underspending allocated development and climate funds is undermining its economic
growth and disaster resilience. Despite access to significant international aid, the country struggles with low
absorption capacity, bureaucratic delays, and inefficient financial systems. Major lenders like the World Bank, ADB,
EU, and others have repeatedly flagged Pakistan’s slow project execution-and disbursement failures, leading to
rollovers and backlogs. Instead of addressing structural flaws, Pakistan has frequently diverted these unutilised
funds towards emergency responses during disasters like floods and Covid-19, establishing a cycle that discourages
systematic reforms.
This practice of repurposing funds not only weakens long-term development but also erodes donor confidence and
jeopardises future funding prospects. Pakistan’s growing 'throw-forward' burden of incomplete projects, politically
motivated ventures, and maladaptive infrastructure reflect deep systemic weaknesses. Unless Pakistan reforms its
project management and fund utilisation processes, it risks further economic stagnation, increased debt, and a
diminished ability to secure crucial climate financing in an increasingly competitive global environment.
Overview:
The article criticises Pakistan’s persistent underspending of development and climate funds. It highlights the
consequences of delayed projects, misuse of funds for emergencies, growing debt from unfinished initiatives, and
lost credibility with international donors. The core argument is that unless Pakistan reforms its fund management
systems and project execution strategies, it will struggle to achieve sustainable development or climate resilience.
NOTES:
Pakistan's underspending of development and climate aid severely affects national progress. International
organisations like the World Bank, ADB, and GCF have repeatedly noted Pakistan’s poor project implementation
capacity, resulting in disbursement delays and fund rollovers. The dangerous cycle of repurposing development
funds for emergencies without addressing the root causes fosters inefficiency and increases vulnerability to
disasters. The backlog of incomplete projects (‘throw-forward') is piling up, risking long-term debt traps. Addressing
bureaucratic bottlenecks, reforming project planning, and enhancing fund absorption capacity are essential for
Pakistan’s sustainable growth and competitiveness for future climate financing.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Economic Development, Disaster Management

o International Relations: Climate Diplomacy, International Aid Management

e Environmental Science: Climate Change Adaptation, Climate Finance
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan receives money from different international organisations to help with development and climate projects.
However, the country is not able to use this money properly because of delays and poor planning. Many times,
instead of fixing the problems, the government moves this unused money towards dealing with emergencies like
floods or Covid-19. This short-term solution causes bigger problems later, like unfinished projects and losing trust
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from those who give aid. Pakistan must change the way it handles these funds to complete important projects, avoid
more debt, and protect itself better against future disasters.
Facts and Figures:

e $2 billion underspent annually in Pakistan.

e Roll-over of foreign assistance funds rose from $1.2bn (2017-18) to $2.1bn (2022-23).

e World Bank’s Pakistan portfolio disbursement rates 15-20% below targets.

e 55% of projects needing extensions (2020-23).

e $850m (World Bank) and $500m (ADB) redirected during 2022 floods.

e Backlog of 909 incomplete projects worth Rs10.32 trillion by early 2024.
To wrap up, The article paints a grim picture of Pakistan’s structural inefficiencies in fund management. The
continuation of underspending, fund repurposing, and bureaucratic inertia threatens both its development goals and
disaster preparedness. Urgent reforms are needed to enhance transparency, accountability, and capacity in project
execution to rebuild donor trust and secure sustainable growth in an increasingly competitive world.

LEGAL ASPECT OF INDUS WATERS TREATY SUSPENSION

Summary:

In the wake of the Pahalgam incident, India hastily blamed Pakistan without providing any tangible evidence,
exploiting the situation to suspend the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT). This suspension, however, starkly violates
international law, specifically Articles 26, 42, 57, and 60 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969.
Given that the IWT has no provision for unilateral suspension and that no consultation was made with Pakistan,
India's move appears to be a deliberate provocation. With Pakistan's economy heavily reliant on the Indus Basin for
agriculture, any disruption could trigger massive water scarcity, crop failure, and widespread unrest, posing a serious
threat to regional stability.

Moving forward, the article suggests a three-pronged legal and diplomatic strategy: leveraging the IWT’s arbitration
mechanism, invoking Chapter VII of the UN Charter, and appealing directly to the P5 countries based on their 1998
pledge regarding nuclear stability. Despite India’s aggressive maneuvering, the article stresses the significance of
the IWT, which has survived major wars and crises, serving as a testament to conflict resolution. It urges Pakistan
to act swiftly, legally, and diplomatically to prevent a catastrophic deterioration of bilateral relations and regional
peace.

Overview:

The article meticulously dissects the legal implications of India’s suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty,
contextualizing it within international law and highlighting Pakistan’s strategic options. It underscores the important
role water treaties play in regional stability, especially between nuclear-armed neighbors, and calls for a robust,
lawful response to avert further escalation.

NOTES:

The article looks into how treaties like the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) are governed by strict legal frameworks,
particularly the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. The discussion of India's unilateral suspension highlights
the importance of respecting treaty obligations and the consequences of violations under international law.
Moreover, the article provides aspect into diplomatic strategies by emphasizing arbitration mechanisms, the role of
the United Nations Charter, and the importance of appealing to major world powers in crisis situations. It also
reinforces the critical role natural resources, especially water, play in national security, economic stability, and
bilateral relations between states. The aspirants can benefit by observing how legal, diplomatic, and strategic tools
are intertwined to address international disputes while safeguarding a nation's core interests.
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Relevance to CSS syllabus or subjects:

e International Law: Application of Vienna Convention and legal interpretation of treaties.

o International Relations: Diplomatic strategies in bilateral conflicts.

e Pakistan Affairs: Strategic importance of Indus Waters to Pakistan’s economy and stability.

e Current Affairs: Indo-Pak relations post-Pahalgam incident and global diplomatic responses.
Notes for Beginners:
This article deals with how countries use legal arguments when conflicts arise over important resources like rivers.
Here, India blamed Pakistan after a terrorist attack without evidence and tried to stop the Indus river water sharing,
which violates international agreements. Treaties like the IWT have strict rules; you cannot just pause or stop them
without following specific steps. Also, since Pakistan depends a lot on the Indus rivers for farming, stopping water
could cause huge problems like food shortages. Pakistan plans to take the matter to international courts and the UN
to stop things from getting worse.
Facts and Figures:

o More than 80% of Pakistan’s irrigation depends on Indus Basin water.

o The Indus Waters Treaty has survived three major wars between India and Pakistan.

e Under Article 57 of the Vienna Convention, a treaty can only be suspended with mutual consent or based

on explicit treaty provisions, neither of which India followed.
e The five permanent members of the UN Security:Council pledged in June 1998 to intervene if nuclear
powers like India and Pakistan move towards conflict.

To wrap up, The article provides a sharply reasoned and timely analysis of a grave diplomatic and legal crisis. It
reveals how critical adherence to international treaties is for maintaining peace, particularly between two nuclear-
armed rivals. It rightly urges Pakistan to pursue a robust, lawful, and strategic response to safeguard its national
interests, regional stability, and uphold international law. A powerful reminder that water is not just a resource but
a matter of survival and sovereignty.

CRISIS TALKS

Summary:

The escalating tensions between Pakistan and India, ignited by India's hasty allegations over the Pahalgam incident,
have plunged the region into yet another precarious standoff. While New Delhi scrambles for international
validation against Islamabad, global powers have so far refrained from lending blind support. Pakistan’s call for a
neutral, international investigation into the attack emerges as a commendable, rational response amidst the noise of
accusations. Meanwhile, world powers such as Saudi Arabia and Iran have stepped into the fray, offering mediation
efforts to douse the rising flames of hostility. With both countries armed with nuclear weapons and trust levels at
an all-time low, the situation demands cool-headed diplomacy rather than belligerent posturing.

At a time when the United States is preoccupied with the Ukraine and Middle East crises, its lukewarm reaction
toward India’s overtures leaves a vacuum that responsible global players must fill. The UN’s emphasis on
"meaningful mutual engagement" underscores the critical need for dialogue over aggression. The editorial
insightfully warns that without proactive, international intermediation, missteps could spiral into disaster.
Ultimately, restoring sanity hinges on independent scrutiny of the Pahalgam tragedy and a collective push for de-
escalation, ensuring that victims receive justice and the region steps back from the brink of catastrophe.
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Overview:
This article critically examines the recent surge in Pakistan-India tensions following the Pahalgam attack. It
highlights India's rushed accusations against Pakistan, [slamabad's diplomatic stance advocating an international
investigation, and the broader call for de-escalation through global mediation. The piece stresses the importance of
responsible diplomacy over reckless escalation in a volatile, nuclear-armed region.
NOTES:
The article demonstrates how regional disputes, when mishandled, threaten global stability, and how international
players can act as mediators to restore peace. Aspirants should closely analyze how narratives are built during crises
and how diplomacy is wielded as a tool to navigate high-stakes confrontations.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e Pakistan Affairs (Pakistan-India Relations, Kashmir Issue)

e International Relations (Conflict Resolution, Mediation in International Conflicts)

e Current Affairs (South Asian Geopolitics, UN and Global Diplomacy)
Notes for Beginners:
For those new to understanding international relations, this article is-a practical example of how quickly disputes
between nations, especially rivals like Pakistan and India, can escalate if not handled with care. For instance, India's
immediate accusations after the Pahalgam incident mirror similar past behaviors that have often led to diplomatic
crises. Like two neighbors constantly suspicious of each other, these countries need a neutral third party—Ilike Saudi
Arabia, Iran, or the UN—to step in and cool tensions. Facts like both countries being nuclear-armed add an urgent
layer, making diplomatic dialogue not just preferable but necessary to avoid catastrophic consequences.
Facts and Figures:

e Both Pakistan and India possess nuclear weapons, heightening global stakes in their conflicts.

e The UN explicitly called for "maximum restraint" and "meaningful mutual engagement" after the Pahalgam

attack.
e Saudi Arabia and Iran initiated phone diplomacy to mediate between Pakistan and India.
e US President Donald Trump showed limited involvement, reflecting America's preoccupation with Ukraine
and the Middle East.

To sum up, This article works as a stark reminder that rash accusations and unchecked nationalism can endanger
millions when'diplomacy is sidelined. It lauds Pakistan’s measured response and underscores the urgent need for
international intermediation. With powerful lessons on crisis management, international relations, and the fragility
of peace in South Asia, this piece not only informs but urges all stakeholders to prioritize dialogue over discord.

CAN SAUDIS HELP REDUCE TENSION?

Summary:

The article looks into the escalating tensions between India and Pakistan following a terror attack in Pahalgam,
India-held Kashmir, which left 26 civilians dead. While the US president expressed optimism that both nations
would resolve the situation, India's aggressive diplomatic and military posture, spurred by a jingoistic media,
suggests otherwise. Retired military officials and media figures in India openly advocated for "kinetic" military
responses, even suggesting targeted assassinations of Pakistani officials, drawing reckless comparisons between
Pakistan and Hamas. The lack of a functioning dialogue mechanism between the two nuclear-armed neighbours,
combined with hyper-nationalistic fervor, raises alarms about the potential for catastrophic escalation, despite
isolated voices calling for sanity.
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The writer underscores that Pakistan's recent actions against militant groups, driven by FATF obligations, contradict
allegations of its involvement in the Pahalgam incident. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s offer of an impartial probe
demonstrates Islamabad’s interest in de-escalation, further driven by its economic recovery goals. However, Indian
skepticism, rooted in historical grievances like the 2008 Mumbai attacks, complicates the matter. In this grim
landscape, Saudi and Iranian diplomatic efforts offer a glimmer of hope. Yet, with passions inflamed and dialogue
absent, the region remains perched precariously on a hair-trigger, risking a confrontation that could devastate over
a billion lives.
Overview:
The article critically examines the grave tensions between India and Pakistan post-Pahalgam attack, analyzing
media rhetoric, military postures, diplomatic tit-for-tat, and the nuclear threat hanging over South Asia. It stresses
the importance of dialogue and external mediation, warning against reckless escalation, while highlighting
Pakistan’s efforts to combat militancy and seek peaceful resolution.
NOTES:
This article is a vital resource for understanding modern South Asian diplomacy, media influence on foreign policy,
and the nuclear deterrence doctrine. It highlights how political narratives, public sentiment, and international
mediation intersect in high-stakes regional conflicts. Aspirants should focus on the importance of dialogue
mechanisms, the risks of militarized nationalism, and the pivotal role of external actors in conflict resolution.
CSS Syllabus/Subject Relevance:

o International Relations (Pak-India relations, Nuclear deterrence; Role of external mediators)

e Current Affairs (Regional security dynamics, FATF-related developments)

e Pakistan Affairs (Counterterrorism efforts, Economic recovery and foreign policy priorities)
Notes for Beginners:
The article describes a serious issue between India and Pakistan after a deadly attack in Kashmir. India blamed
Pakistan and took harsh diplomatic actions, while Pakistan responded similarly. The danger is that without talks
and with media promoting aggressive ideas, there could be a real war, which is extremely risky because both
countries have nuclear weapons. Some countries like Saudi Arabia are trying to help calm things down. Pakistan
also wants to clear its name by offering an investigation and has already cracked down on militants due to
international pressure like from FATF. Beginners should understand that such tensions, if not handled carefully,
could affect millions of people and even the world.
Facts and Figures:

e 26 civilians killed in Pahalgam attack

e  Indus Waters Treaty, historically surviving several wars, now threatened

e 2008 Mumbai attacks resulted in 175 deaths and nearly 300 injuries

e Over one-and-a-half billion people in South Asia at risk if nuclear escalation occurs

e FATF compliance by Pakistan has led to jailing of militant leaders and funding crackdowns
To sum up, This article acts as a sobering reminder of how fragile peace in South Asia truly is. With reckless media
rhetoric, historical grievances, and the absence of dialogue mechanisms, even a single violent incident could spiral
into an unprecedented catastrophe. It emphasizes the urgent need for rational leadership, external mediation, and
commitment to peaceful conflict resolution in one of the world's most volatile regions.
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GAZA AND A1 WARFARE

Summary:
In Gaza’s shadowed nights, the future of warfare unfolds with chilling precision, where machines, not men, hold
the trigger. Asad Baig’s article paints a grim picture of how Israel’s Al-driven system, Lavender, has transformed
Gaza into a macabre testing ground for algorithmic warfare. Without so much as a warning, lives are snuffed out
based on cold data patterns, with human oversight becoming little more than a rubber-stamping exercise. Big Tech
giants like Amazon and Google, while draping themselves in ethical rhetoric, are neck-deep in enabling this
dystopian machinery through projects like Nimbus. Gaza has become a living laboratory where the value of a human
life hangs on the brittle thread of probabilistic guesses, and accountability is thrown to the four winds.
Digging deeper, the piece strikes a chord about the terrifying normalisation of machine-led carnage. International
law, built for human judgment, stands paralyzed in the face of lethal autonomous weapons. While the UN struggles
to catch up, Israel enjoys near-total impunity, and the global appetite for ‘battle-tested’ Al only grows. What unfolds
in Gaza is not an isolated tragedy but a blueprint for a future where war, surveillance, and suppression are outsourced
to code. If left unchecked, today’s grim experiments in Gaza could soon spill over into refugee camps, protests, and
urban centers worldwide, turning us all into mere data points on a kill list.
Overview:
The article brutally exposes how artificial intelligence is weaponised in Gaza by Israel, aided by global tech giants.
It discusses the collapse of accountability, the loopholes ininternational law, and the dangerous precedent being set
for global warfare. Gaza is portrayed not just as a battleground but as a testing ground for Al militarisation, raising
dire warnings about the future of humanity.
NOTES:
This article is important for readers to understand the intersection of technology, international humanitarian law,
and global politics. It highlights the role of Al in modern conflicts, the ethical vacuum surrounding its military use,
and the complicity of tech giants in perpetuating digital warfare. Aspirants must grab the emerging discourse around
Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) and the challenges they pose to traditional laws of war, offering
strong material for essays on global issues, security studies, and human rights topics.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e International Relations (Technology and Warfare, Human Rights)

e  Current Affairs (Israel-Palestine Conflict, Globalisation of Technology)

e International Law (Geneva Conventions, Laws of Armed Conflict)

e | Science and Technology (Al and its Military Use)
Notes for beginners:
The article highlights how Israel uses Al systems like Lavender to carry out military operations in Gaza, targeting
people based on computer analysis instead of human investigation. For example, if a system finds a suspicious
pattern in a person’s digital activity, it could trigger an airstrike without double-checking if the person is truly a
threat. Reports state that Lavender flagged over 37,000 Palestinians, many of whom were civilians. Tech giants like
Amazon and Google support Israel’s cloud computing, indirectly aiding military operations, even though they claim
otherwise. The UN is now calling for a global treaty to regulate Lethal Autonomous Weapons by 2026, showing
growing international concern.
Facts and Figures:

e Lavender flagged over 37,000 Palestinians.

e Project Nimbus is worth $1.2 billion and involves Amazon and Google.

e Gaza has about two million residents living under constant surveillance.
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To sum up, This article pulls no punches in showing how humanity is at a crossroads. As machines take over
decisions of life and death, and tech giants cash in behind the scenes, the world is sleepwalking into an age of digital
carnage. Gaza today is the grim crystal ball reflecting a future we must urgently act to prevent. Ignoring the creeping
militarisation of Al will only tighten the noose around human dignity and international law.

ON THE BRINK, AGAIN

Summary:
Once again, Pakistan and India are tiptoeing on the edge of a perilous crisis, this time fueled by a terrorist attack in
occupied Kashmir. India wasted no time in playing the blame game without a shred of investigation, slapping
Pakistan with harsh retaliatory measures like suspending the Indus Waters Treaty, closing borders, and axing
diplomatic ties. Modi's fiery speeches have only added fuel to the fire, with murmurs of kinetic strikes and
cyberattacks making rounds. Pakistan, not one to turn the other cheek, responded in kind, warning that any
disruption to its water rights would be deemed an act of war. The situation has left the region sitting on a powder
keg, with a single misstep threatening to blow everything sky-high.
Looking deeper, India’s gambit to put the Indus Waters Treaty "in abeyance" is legally flimsy, exposing cracks in
its diplomatic armor. Although immediate consequences are limited, the writing is on the wall for long-term
destabilization. With heavy artillery moving ominously close to the Line of Control, the specter of a broader conflict
looms large. Memories of the 2019 Balakot crisis come rushing back, but this time, the stakes are even higher.
Without swift and sincere backchannel diplomacy, both nuclear-armed neighbors risk plunging into an abyss from
which there may be no easy escape.
Overview:
The article highlights the dangerous escalation between Pakistan and India following a terrorist attack, highlighting
the breakdown of diplomatic channels, the fragile state of the Indus Waters Treaty, and the looming threat of military
confrontation. It emphasizes the urgent need for diplomatic engagement to avoid a catastrophe between two nuclear-
armed nations.
NOTES:
This article is a must-read for understanding the fragile nature of Indo-Pak relations, particularly concerning water
treaties and border tensions. It provides rich insights into strategic stability in South Asia, coercive diplomacy, and
crisis management between nuclear states. It is particularly valuable for topics on international law, diplomacy,
conflictresolution, and South Asian politics in the CSS syllabus. Aspirants should also pay attention to the strategic
use of treaties and backchannel negotiations as tools for maintaining regional peace.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (IR) — Regional and Global Organizations, Diplomacy, Crisis Management

e Current Affairs — Pakistan-India Relations

e Pakistan Affairs — Water Issues and Treaties with India, National Security

e Political Science — Conflict and Peace Studies, International Law
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about how Pakistan and India are once again close to fighting because of a deadly attack in
Kashmir. India blamed Pakistan without proof and reacted harshly by cutting off agreements and stopping
cooperation on water sharing. Pakistan answered strongly, warning that any attempt to block its water would be
seen as an act of war. Both countries are acting tough, and there is a real fear that fighting could break out, just like
it nearly did in 2019. The article stresses that if both sides do not quickly start talking secretly (through a
backchannel), things could go out of control and turn into a much bigger war. This is especially dangerous because
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both countries have nuclear weapons. Examples like the Balakot air strikes of 2019 show how quickly things can
spiral if cooler heads don't prevail.
Facts and Figures:

e 26 civilians killed in Pahalgam, Kashmir attack.

o Indus Waters Treaty signed in 1960; survived three wars but now under threat.

e In January 2023, India boycotted the court of arbitration hearing at The Hague.

¢ India formally sought to renegotiate the treaty in August 2024.

e Heavy weaponry reportedly deployed near Line of Control in April 2025.

e Balakot crisis in 2019 de-escalated through third-party mediation after Pakistan captured an Indian pilot.
To sum up, This piece of writing is a sobering reminder that one wrong move between India and Pakistan could
push the region off a cliff. With egos running high and diplomacy running low, the need for level-headed leadership
has never been greater. The article makes it crystal clear: backchannel diplomacy isn't just a good idea; it’s a lifeline
for peace. Without it, both countries risk getting trapped in a deadly cycle that neither can afford.

DISTURBING ESCALATION

Summary:
The critically examines the rising military tensions between India and Pakistan following a terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, occupied Kashmir, which killed over two dozen tourists. The Modi government has hastily blamed
Pakistan without credible evidence, using the tragedy to intensify nationalist rhetoric and justify aggressive
posturing. Despite the lack of substantiation, India has taken punitive steps and threatened military action, escalating
tensions along the Line of Control. The writer suggests that this bellicose strategy is aimed at diverting global
attention from India's own intelligence failure and the unrest in Kashmir following the revocation of its special
status.
Hussain warns that even limited military actions can spiral into full-scale conflict in a region fraught with nuclear
risk. He criticizes both-Indian and Pakistani warmongers, urging restraint and diplomatic engagement instead of
provocative rhetoric. The suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty and severed communication channels have further
worsened the situation. Drawing on past examples, the author argues that wars rarely achieve their intended
outcomes and often backfire, urging both nations to step back from the brink and pursue rational, peaceful solutions.
Overview:
The article is a stark warning against military adventurism and highlights the dangers of using nationalism to mask
policy failures, especially in a nuclear-armed region.
NOTES:
This article provides insight into current Indo-Pak dynamics and is rich with references to diplomatic fallout,
military threats, and geopolitical strategies. Aspirants should analyze the narrative for policy-making implications,
assess historical precedents like the 2019 air skirmishes, and understand the diplomatic tools available to de-escalate
nuclear standoffs. It also emphasizes how domestic politics and electioneering often influence foreign policy
decisions.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Kashmir dispute, Pak-India relations, foreign policy challenges

e Current Affairs: Indo-Pak border tensions, regional security, nuclear diplomacy

o International Relations: Conflict resolution, diplomacy, South Asian geopolitics.
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Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how a terrorist incident in Kashmir has sparked new tensions between India and Pakistan.
India is blaming Pakistan, possibly without real proof, and is using this to stir public emotions and distract from its

own mistakes. The writer warns that starting a war is easy, but ending it is hard and dangerous, especially for two
nuclear-armed neighbors. He urges both countries to calm down and seek peace instead of threatening each other.
Facts and Figures:

Over two dozen tourists killed in the Pahalgam attack

Indus Waters Treaty suspended by India — first time since its inception
2019: India’s air incursion led to Pakistan shooting down an Indian jet
Diplomatic channels currently non-functional between India and Pakistan
In 2002, war was avoided despite heightened military alert

In a nutshell, the article is a sobering reminder of the fragility of peace in South Asia. It urges both India and Pakistan

to shed their illusions of quick victories and recognize that long-term stability can only be achieved through

diplomacy, not warfare. A timely piece with valuable lessons for policymakers and students of geopolitics alike.
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Pakistan Observer -

TRUMP’S RECIPROCAL TARIFFS AND CHINESE WISDOM

Summary:
Trump’s imposition of reciprocal tariffs has thrown a wrench into the delicate gears of the global economy,
particularly shaking Southeast Asia’s industrial foundations. The so-called "surgical strike" of 54 percent duties on
Chinese products, along with high tariffs on Vietnam and Pakistan, was rationalized as a means to protect US
sovereignty and revive domestic manufacturing. However, this policy stands on shaky ground. It oversimplifies
trade deficits as a product of foreign practices rather than recognizing internal structural flaws like America’s
consumption-heavy economy, labor shortages, and technological hurdles. Rather than revitalizing manufacturing,
this approach risks further damaging the very economic foundations it claims to protect, while also breaching
international trade rules and stirring global resentment.
The cascading effect of these tariffs is evident as both economic giants and smaller nations prepare countermeasures.
From China’s firm resolve to respond, to the EU’s warnings-of an impending global economic blow, Trump’s policy
seems to invite confrontation rather than resolution. Analysts predict sharp hikes in inflation, with Americans
bearing the brunt through rising consumer costs and potential recession. History proves tariffs have failed to solve
US economic issues, instead leading to supply chain disruptions and investor uncertainty. Meanwhile, China, with
its economic resilience, market diversification, and competitive pricing, stands better positioned to weather the
storm. Ultimately, Trump’s aggressive tariffs expose a deep-seated paradox—America's desire for global dominance
clashing with its inability to address domestic economic weaknesses.
Overview:
The article provides a sharp critique of Trump’s tariff policy, highlighting its internal flaws, geopolitical
consequences, and global economic disruptions. It underlines how these unilateral moves threaten the multilateral
trade system and misdiagnose the true causes of the US trade deficit.
NOTES:
This article is a critical resource for understanding international trade dynamics, US-China economic relations, and
global economic protectionism. It provides observations into economic nationalism, structural trade deficits, WTO
regulations, and tariff impacts on global markets. The data, perspectives, and critical analysis provide solid material
for essay writing, especially when discussing the economic fallout of protectionist policies.
CSS Subject Relevance:

e International Relations: US-China trade war, WTO violations

o Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s economic exposure to global trade shifts

o Current Affairs: Trade protectionism, global inflation

e Economics: Structural trade deficit, consumer spending, inflation impact
Notes for Beginners:
The US imposed high tariffs on Chinese products, claiming it would protect American jobs and boost its economy.
But the real issue lies within the US itself—its people buy more than the country produces, causing a trade gap. For
example, the US imports tech products because its factories can't meet demand due to high costs and lack of skilled
workers. Tariffs may seem like a quick fix, but they make products more expensive for Americans and strain ties
with other nations. China, which trades with over 150 countries, won’t suffer much because it has many backup
markets and a strong manufacturing system. short, tariffs often backfire.
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Facts and Figures:

e 549% US tariffs on Chinese goods

o  $660 billion/year potential tax burden on Americans

o 2% estimated rise in Consumer Price Index due to tariffs

e 68% of US GDP driven by consumer spending (Q4 2024)

e JPMorgan estimates a 40% chance of US recession
To sum up, This article underscores the reckless nature of Trump’s tariff tactics, laying bare the flawed logic behind
blaming trade partners for internal economic problems. It not only analyzes a damaging shift in US trade policy but
also urges the importance of dialogue, multilateralism, and internal reform. In a world inereasingly interdependent,
unilateralism and protectionism are self-defeating moves that threaten global stability rather than ensuring
national strength.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Reciprocal — given or felt in return; mutual — synonym: mutual, antonym: one-sided

e Protectionism — shielding domestic industries from foreign competition — synonym: trade barriers,

antonym: free trade
e Unilateral — performed by one party without the agreement of others — synonym: independent, antonym:
multilateral

e Diversification — variety in investments or markets — synonym: variation, antonym: concentration

e Geostrategic — relating to global strategy based'on geography — synonym: geopolitical, antonym: domestic

e Inflation — rise in prices and fall in purchasing power —synonym: price hike, antonym: deflation

e  Tariff — tax on imports or exports — synonym: duty, antonym: subsidy

e Sovereignty — supreme authority or power — synonym: autonomy, antonym: dependence

e Deficit — the amount by which expenses exceed income — synonym: shortfall, antonym: surplus

o  Whimsical — unpredictable or impulsive — synonym: capricious, antonym: rational

SOCIAL MEDIA VLOGS: TIME FOR MONITORING

Summary:

The influx of family vlogging on social media platforms has become a troubling phenomenon in Pakistan, reflecting
a broader trend of intellectual stagnation and moral decay among the youth. What started in the West as a seemingly
innocent display of domestic life has evolved into a widespread culture of exposure and attention-seeking that
violates our cultural ethos. These vlogs, often empty and repetitive, divert the minds of young viewers from more
meaningful pursuits, cultivating a generation enthralled by superficiality. Unfortunately, many of these influencers
lack purpose or direction, pushing content that neither educates nor uplifts, all while eroding the values that once
formed the foundation of our social fabric.

This is not a crusade against entertainment, but a call for responsible content creation that aligns with national
growth. The state must step in to monitor and regulate influencers through an institutional framework that enforces
ethical standards. Influencers should be required to meet educational benchmarks and clearly define their areas of
expertise. Their content must be evaluated annually to ensure it contributes to skill development, democratic values,
and cultural preservation. The time has come to view social media as a tool for national service, not personal
exhibitionism. Reconstructing the landscape of digital content will guide our youth towards excellence and ensure
that the nation’s intellectual capital is not squandered.
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Overview:
This article raises concerns about the damaging rise of family vlogs and trivial influencer content on social media,
calling for government intervention to regulate and realign digital platforms with national interests, cultural values,
and youth development. It emphasizes the importance of using social media for ethical education, skill
enhancement, and intellectual growth.
NOTES:
This article provides critical observations into media ethics, cultural preservation, youth development, and national
identity formation. It helps aspirants analyze how unchecked digital content can shape societal behavior, and the
state's role in policy formation, regulation, and youth engagement. The article aligns with key areas such as media
regulation, social change, civic responsibility, and cultural protection.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs: National identity, youth and media influence, cultural erosion.
o Current Affairs: Role of digital media, media ethics, public policy recommendations.
e Essay: Social media and moral values, youth deviation and national productivity.
e Sociology: Impact of media on social norms, role of family structure.
e Governance and Public Policy: Content regulation, digital monitoring systems
Notes for Beginners:
The article explains that family vlogging on platforms like YouTube, where people show daily lives of their families,
especially children, is becoming popular in Pakistan. However, this trend is dangerous because it distracts people—
especially the youth—from education and personal growth. For example, instead of learning new skills, many
teenagers spend hours watching meaningless family videos. In Western countries, this trend even caused harm to
children's mental health. The writer argues that in Pakistani culture, family matters are private and should not be
exposed for views or fame. He suggests the government should introduce a system to check and guide the content
creators. Influencers should focus on videos that teach, motivate, or help people improve their lives.
Facts and Figures:
e Family vlogging became popular in the West around 2008, leading to documented cases of child
exploitation.
e Millions of Pakistanis now follow influencers who post daily family content, many of which have little or
no educational value.
e Studies globally have shown the psychological effects of content overexposure on children and youth
attention spans.
e ' Social media usage in Pakistan grew by over 25% in the last five years, with a large portion of users under
the age of 30
To sum up, This article is a timely and urgent reminder that unchecked social media trends can derail a nation’s
progress by influencing the youth away from intellectual and moral development. It calls for structured monitoring,
educational benchmarks for influencers, and a national policy to realign digital content with cultural and
developmental goals. If Pakistan is to secure its future, it must reclaim its digital space through thoughtful regulation
and responsible content creation.
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THE PAHALGAM FALLOUT: ANOTHER LOW FOR PAKISTAN AND INDIA

Summary:

In the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attacks, the already strained relations between Pakistan and India have hit a
new low. India's decision to downgrade diplomatic ties and suspend the Indus Waters Treaty reflects a reactive and
emotional policy rather than a rational strategy. Pakistan’s countermeasures, including the suspension of all
agreements and trade with India, indicate that both nations are dangerously inching toward open confrontation. The
article stresses that despite the provocations, both states, being nuclear powers, bear a grave responsibility to avoid
pushing the region toward an irreversible catastrophe. Instead of resorting to aggressive tactics, it emphasizes the
urgent need for de-escalation through diplomatic channels and leadership-level engagements.

The piece critically highlights how India’s ideological ambitions under BJP's Akhand Bharat vision and its meddling
in Balochistan through insurgent groups like TTP and BLA are further destabilizing the region. [t points out the
resilience of the Pakistani people amidst constant pressure and security threats. Calling for mature diplomacy, the
article suggests reinvigorating backchannel communications, respecting past ceasefires, and involving external
mediators like the World Bank if necessary. Ultimately, it underscores.that cooperation and peaceful co-existence,
rooted in shared history and culture, are the only viable paths forward for the two nations destined to be neighbors
forever.

Overview:

This article portrays the escalating hostility between Pakistan and India post-Pahalgam attacks, warning of
disastrous consequences if tensions are not diffused. ‘It examines India's ideological motives, lauds Pakistan’s
resilience, and calls for diplomatic, military, and legal measures to step back from the brink of conflict.

NOTES:
The article provides critical insights into the fragile dynamics of Pakistan-India relations, offering a real-world
example of how bilateral treaties like the Indus Waters Treaty can be weaponized during conflicts. It underlines the
role of external actors, such as the US and UK, in crisis mediation, and highlights the dangers of ideological
extremism shaping foreign policy. Aspirants must understand the significance of backchannel diplomacy, the
strategic importance of water treaties under international law, and the potential fallout of abandoning ceasefire
agreements like that of 2021 at the Line of Control. Furthermore, the article illustrates how domestic instability can
invite foreign aggression and how resilience and strategic patience have historically shaped Pakistan's foreign
policy.
Relevance to CSS syllabus or subjects:

o  International Relations: Regional Security Issues, Conflict Resolution

e Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s Foreign Policy, Kashmir Issue

e Current Affairs: Pakistan-India Relations

e International Law: Treaties and Agreements (Indus Waters Treaty)
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains how sudden violent incidents like the Pahalgam attacks can quickly worsen already tense
relations between countries like Pakistan and India. When India decided to suspend an important water-sharing
agreement (Indus Waters Treaty), it acted more on emotions than logic, which can be dangerous between two nuclear
nations. For example, if two neighbors constantly argue but have weapons at home, any rash decision could cause
disaster. Similarly, India’s efforts to create trouble in areas like Balochistan are mentioned as examples of
destabilizing actions. However, both countries share common history and culture, so instead of fighting, they should
talk and sort out issues peacefully.
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Facts and Figures:

e India decided to suspend the Indus Waters Treaty after the Pahalgam attack.

e Pakistan responded by suspending all agreements and freezing all trade, including through third countries.

e Opver the past two decades, BJP’s Akhand Bharat policy has influenced India's aggressive regional stance.

e Pakistan has faced insurgencies from groups like TTP and BLA, allegedly supported by India.

e The 2021 ceasefire agreement on the Line of Control had held until these developments.

e [egal avenues like approaching the World Bank and the UN Security Council exist for disputes regarding

the Indus Waters Treaty.

To sum up, This article is a critical commentary on the delicate state of Pakistan-India relations post-Pahalgam
attacks. It highlights the dangers of impulsive national policies when nuclear stakes are involved and advocates for
rational, mature diplomacy as the only road to sustainable peace. It acts as a timely reminder that ne provocation,
no matter how severe, should blind leaderships to the catastrophic consequences of a full-blown conflict. Dialogue,
cooperation, and diplomatic wisdom are the keys to ensuring that both countries, tied by history and culture, can
forge a better future together.

BRI, TRUMP-TARIFFS AND WAY FORWARD

Summary:

In the wake of escalating economic tensions between China and the United States, the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) emerges as a symbol of global cooperation and development amidst rising protectionism. The US, under
Trump’s “America First” doctrine, continues to employ aggressive tariff strategies aimed at curbing China’s
economic ascendancy. However, these tariffs appear to be backfiring, inflicting more damage on American
consumers and industries than on their Chinese counterparts. China, on the other hand, has responded with
calculated restraint, emphasizing dialogue, mutual respect, and constructive competition, all while strengthening its
multilateral ties and shielding its economy through diversification and resilience. The contrast between China's
forward-looking diplomacy and the US's regressive tactics couldn’t be starker.

The article also highlights how the US's unilateral measures are weakening global trade mechanisms, particularly
the WTO, and sowing economic instability even within its own borders. While China expands its economic footprint
via the BRI and gains allies across Asia, Africa, and Europe, the US faces growing internal division, with states like
California exploring independent trade policies. The attempt to derail China’s global vision has instead illuminated
America’s own structural flaws. With rising inflation, shrinking purchasing power, and threats of recession haunting
the US‘economy, Trump’s tariff gamble seems more like a shot in the foot. The article positions China’s economic
model as a beacon of sustainable growth in a world veering toward fragmentation.

Overview:

This article dissects the US-China tariff standoff, situating it within broader geopolitical and economic frameworks.
It presents China’s. BRI as a viable counterweight to Western protectionism, detailing how the US's tariff regime
under Trump has proven detrimental to its own economic health, while China’s strategic foresight ensures its global
ascendancy.

NOTES:

The article provides a detailed examination of the global economic order and trade politics, particularly the impact
of US tariffs on China and the strategic significance of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Candidates can understand
how global trade tensions affect developing economies and the role of diplomatic engagement in mitigating
economic conflicts. It critically evaluates Trump’s protectionist policies under the "America First" narrative and
contrasts them with China’s multilateralism and economic resilience. The article also indirectly reflects on global
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institutions like the WTO and questions their diminishing authority amidst rising unilateralism. Aspirants should
focus on how the BRI counters Western economic dominance and reshapes geopolitical alliances. The article also
highlights China’s macroeconomic insulation strategy and its implications for global supply chains—valuable
insights for economic and strategic analysis questions.
Relevant CSS Subjects/Topics:

o International Relations (IR): US-China trade relations, BRI, economic diplomacy

e Current Affairs: Global economic trends, protectionism

e Pakistan Affairs: CPEC (as a part of BRI), Pakistan’s strategic alignment

o International Political Economy (IPE): Trade wars, WTO, global supply chains

e Essay/Precis: Economic cooperation, nationalism vs globalization
Notes for Beginners:
The US and China are two economic giants, but their approaches to global trade are very different. While the US
has imposed taxes (tariffs) on Chinese goods to hurt its economy, it has mostly hurt its own citizens through price
hikes and inflation. For example, when tariffs increase, American-made smartphones or clothes become more
expensive. China, instead of reacting aggressively, focuses on building trade routes (BRI) across Asia, Africa, and
Europe, helping itself and its partners grow together. This approach wins more allies and economic strength in the
long term.
Facts and Figures:

e China’s share in global manufacturing: Largestin the world

e China’s import from the US dropped from 17.2% to 17.2%, indicating stagnancy

o Inflation and rising interest rates are hurting US consumers more than China

e The US remains highly dependent on Chinese imports, especially in tech and consumer goods

e BRI involves over 140 countries, showcasing China's expansive global outreach
To sum up, This article is a timely commentary on the shifting axis of global economic power. It underscores the
limitations of short-sighted economic aggression and elevates China’s BRI as a promising model for inclusive
development. It provides a contemporary lens to assess the interplay between trade policy, diplomacy, and strategic
global positioning.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Escalate — to increase or intensify (Syn: amplify, Ant: reduce)

e | Protectionism — shielding domestic industries from foreign competition (Syn: economic nationalism, Ant:
free trade)

e Repercussions —consequences or effects (Syn: aftermath, Ant: cause)

e Multilateralism — multiple countries working together on global issues (Syn: alliance, Ant: unilateralism)

e Macroeconomy — the overall economic framework of a country (Syn: national economy, Ant:
microeconomy)

o Insulated — protected from outside influences (Syn: shielded, Ant: exposed)

e Stagnation — lack of movement or growth (Syn: standstill, Ant: progress)

e Sabotage — deliberate destruction or disruption (Syn: wreck, Ant: support)
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2025: A GLOBAL TURNING POINT?

Summary:
The year 2025 is shaping up to be a critical turning point in global geopolitics, and the European Union appears to
have acknowledged this by pushing for heightened military cooperation and reduced reliance on American support.
The EU's White Paper emphasizes homegrown defense capabilities and marks a response to the mounting pressure
from an assertive Russia and an increasingly distant United States. With leaders like Kaja Kallas underscoring the
gravity of the moment, Europe is bracing for a transformed global order. Putin's war in Ukraine, driven by fear of
NATO’s expansion, and the support from nations like China and North Korea underline the brewing anti-Western
sentiment. While most of the UN rejected Russia’s justification, the growing divide among global powers is
undeniable.
This article looks into how historical shifts in global dominance—Ilike the US rise post-WWI, isolationism in the
1930s, and the unipolar era post-1991—are again in motion. Technological advancements, changing power
resources, and ideological shifts are challenging US hegemony. China’s economic surge and bold diplomacy after
Georgia’s invasion, coupled with US missteps in the Middle East and economic downturns, have tipped the scales.
Now, America’s edge hinges on its partnerships, especially with Europe and Japan. As the world repositions itself,
2025 may join the ranks of 1945, 1991, and 2008 as a watershed year, depending largely on how Washington—
possibly under Trump again—handles the tectonic shift.
Overview:
The article by Dr. Mustafa Raza highlights the changing balance of global power in 2025, focusing on the European
Union’s growing military assertiveness, US policy decisions, and the strategic responses of Russia and China. It
traces historic milestones and identifies transnational, technological, and political forces shaping the emerging
world order.
NOTES:
This article is a valuable resource for understanding the dynamics of global power transitions, specifically the
decline of US dominance and the rise of Eurasian alliances. It helps contextualize concepts like unipolarity,
multipolarity, and soft-vs. hard power. The article provides an in-depth analysis of the historical foundations of
modern alliances, NATO’s evolving role, and how global norms are reshaped by conflict, economy, and diplomacy.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

e International Relations: Changing World Order, US Foreign Policy, NATO, Rise of China and Russia
Pakistan Affairs: Impact of Global Realignment on Pakistan’s Diplomacy
Current Affairs: 2025 as a Geopolitical Milestone, Role of EU, Global Alliances
Political Science: Power Structures, Hegemony, Realism vs. Liberalism
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains how countries like the US, Russia, China, and the EU are constantly reshaping global politics.
For example, after World War 11, the US became so powerful that it influenced most of the world’s affairs. But now,
China’s economy is growing rapidly, and Russia is becoming more aggressive. Europe is also trying to protect itself
without depending too much on America. These changes show that power keeps shifting, and countries must adapt.
A fact to remember is that the US once held nearly 50% of the world economy after WWII, but now it holds around
25%. If it stays close with Europe and Japan, it can maintain its influence. Otherwise, countries like China and
Russia may gain more ground.
Facts and Figures:

o Post-WWII, US held 50% of global economy

e Current US share: approximately 25%
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e China and Russia combined: about 20%
o Key years in global order shifts: 1945 (UN founding), 1991 (USSR collapse), 2008 (Financial crisis), and
potentially 2025
To wrap up, This article is a powerful commentary on how history, politics, and economy intertwine to shape the
destiny of nations. It reminds us that global power is not fixed; it flows like a tide, rising and falling with the choices
leaders make. As we stand on the threshold of another possible global transformation.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

Pivotal — extremely important; Synonym: crucial, Antonym: insignificant

Annexation — forceful acquisition of territory; Synonym: seizure, Antonym: relinquishment

Normative — based on what is considered to be the usual or correct; Synonym: standard, Antonym: abnormal
Isolationism — policy of remaining apart from affairs of other groups; Synonym: detachment, Antonym:
interventionism

Hegemony — leadership or dominance by one country; Synonym: supremacy, Antonym: subordination

Unipolar — dominated by a single power; Synonym: singular power, Antonym: multipolar

Sovereignty — supreme authority of a state; Synonym: autonomy, Antonym: dependency

CHINA’'S GREEN TRANSFORMATION: A MODEL FOR WORLD

Summary:

China’s green transformation stands tall as a beacon of sustainable development in a world grappling with
environmental crises. Rather than merely reacting to ecological threats, China has proactively carved out a strategic
path towards sustainability, setting the bar for others to follow. From embedding green goals into its Five-Year Plans
to leading the charge in renewable energy innovation and ecological restoration, China’s story isn’t one of playing
catch-up—it’s about seizing the reins of leadership. By weaving sustainability into its economic framework, the
country has thrown cold water on the age-old notion that environmental responsibility hinders growth. Its initiatives,
such as the Great Green Wall, electric vehicle revolution, and cutting-edge solar and hydrogen tech, make it clear
that China is not just on the green train—it’s driving it full steam ahead.

On the global stage, China’s influence in climate diplomacy has gained traction, with initiatives like the Green Silk
Road reshaping energy access in the developing world. While the West often points fingers at China’s carbon
footprint, such critiques miss the forest for the trees—ignoring the rapid strides China is making in decarbonization
and its unparalleled investment in green infrastructure. Yes, hurdles remain, especially in weaning off coal, but the
trajectory is unmistakable. The West might do well to stop throwing stones and instead take a leaf out of China’s
green playbook. If collaboration triumphs over condemnation, the global community might just stand a fighting
chance against climate change.

Overview:

This article presents a compelling case for China’s green transformation as a blueprint for the world, highlighting
its proactive policies, innovation in renewable energy, and leadership in climate diplomacy. It underscores China's
unique blend of strategic governance and environmental commitment, which propels its eco-friendly economic
development and global climate leadership.

NOTES:

This article highlights climate diplomacy, sustainable development, energy transition, and green technologies—key
themes under Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and international climate frameworks. Candidates can extract
examples of China's policies for comparative analysis with Pakistan, and also develop critical insights into the
geopolitical dimensions of environmental leadership.
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Relevant CSS Syllabus topics:

e Environmental Science: Sustainable Development, Renewable Energy Technologies, Ecological

Restoration

e International Relations: Climate Diplomacy, Global Environmental Politics

o Pakistan Affairs: Lessons from China’s Environmental Strategy for Pakistan’s Green Policies
Notes for Beginners:
China’s green transformation is a long-term plan where the country tries to reduce pollution while keeping its
economy strong. It uses solar panels, electric cars, hydrogen energy, and even plants trees to restore damaged land.
For example, China now produces over 80% of the world’s solar panel parts and sells nearly 60% of all electric
vehicles globally. It also builds cities that can handle floods better by absorbing water—Ilike giant sponges. Instead
of waiting for rich countries to fix the climate, China is helping poor countries with green projects through the
Green Silk Road. Even though China still uses a lot of coal, it is trying hard to shift to clean energy faster than many
others.
Facts and Figures:

e Over 80% of solar panel components are produced-in China (IEA)

e China contributed 60% of new global renewable capacity (by 2028 forecast)

o 60% of global electric vehicle sales in 2023 were from China

e 12.82 million EV charging poles by end of 2024 (49.1% annual growth)

o The Great Green Wall is one of the largest afforestation programs globally

e China led key climate talks at COP28 and COP29
To wrap up, This article masterfully turns the spotlight on China’s green transformation, revealing it as both a
domestic revolution and a global paradigm shift. The West may wag its finger, but China’s boots-on-the-ground
approach is what’s moving the needle on sustainability. Rather than treating climate change as just a burden, China
sees it as a chance to lead—and lead it does. For policymakers and scholars alike, there’s a lot to learn from China’s
blend of innovation, pragmatism, and long-term vision.

Difficult Words and Meaning:
e Afforestation — planting trees in areas not previously forested
e (Syn: reforestation | Ant: deforestation)
e Resilience — the ability to recover or adapt from difficulties
® / (Syn: toughness | Ant: fragility)
e  Ecological restoration — repairing ecosystems that have been degraded
e (Syn: rehabilitation | Ant: destruction)
e Decarbonization — reducing carbon dioxide emissions
e (Syn: emission control | Ant: pollution)
e Strategic edge — competitive advantage due to planning or resources
e (Syn: upper hand | Ant: disadvantage)
e Pragmatic — dealing with problems realistically rather than ideally
e (Syn: practical | Ant: idealistic)
o Infrastructure — physical and organizational structures needed for operation
e (Syn: framework | Ant: disorganization)
e Per capita — per person, often used in statistics
e (Syn: per individual | Ant: aggregate)
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TRUMP’S RECIPROCAL TARIFFS AND NEW GRAND GAME

Summary:
Trump’s increasingly aggressive tariff strategy marks a bold departure from conventional trade diplomacy,
morphing global commerce into a battleground where reciprocal duties threaten to derail international cooperation.
This article dissects the strategic underpinnings of his protectionist maneuvers, exposing how the US-China tariff
war transcends mere economics and feeds into a broader geopolitical agenda to isolate and economically contain
Beijing. While some regional voices interpret it as a clash of civilizations, the reality hints at a well-calculated play
to rally global coalitions such as ASEAN and the EU against China’s economic rise. As Washington hikes tariffs up
to a staggering 145 percent on Chinese imports, Beijing strikes back by weaponizing rare-earth minerals and
targeting red-state agricultural exports, signaling a slow but definite decoupling of the world’s two largest
economies.
In the face of this economic blitz, China’s countermeasures reflect strategic clarity. It is diversifying trade routes,
intensifying regional partnerships through platforms like RCEP, BRICS, and SCO, and reducing reliance on US
exports. With the US share in China’s exports dipping from 19.2 percent.in 2018 to 14.7 percent in 2024, and G7-
bound exports plunging from 48 percent in 2000 to just 30 percent, China showcases economic resilience. This
article urges China to adopt a comprehensive domestic growth model, emphasizing macroeconomic policy reforms,
innovation, and digital modernization. From restricting US firms in public procurement to suspending cultural
imports, China’s toolkit for economic retaliation continues to expand. Amidst all this, President Xi’s vision for
shared global prosperity stands in sharp contrast to Trump’s unilateralism, with China positioning itself as the
torchbearer of globalization, digital transition, and economic justice.
Overview:
This article highlights the intensifying US-China tariff conflict under Trump’s leadership and reveals a deeper
strategy aimed at economically isolating China. It emphasizes China’s adaptive responses, including diversifying
its trade portfolio, targeting Trump-supporting industries, and enforcing digital and economic reforms to counter
external pressure while promoting internal resilience and regional integration.
NOTES:
This article provides a deep insight into power politics, protectionism, decoupling trends, and strategic alliances. It
also aligns with Pakistan’s. geo=economic positioning in regional organizations like SCO and RCEP. Students can
explore how tariff wars redefine global trade dynamics, offering rich material for questions on globalization, US
foreign policy, China’s economic rise, and economic warfare. The article also aids in understanding economic tools
used in diplomacy and how regional coalitions are manipulated to serve national interests.
Relevant CSS subjects and topics:

e International Relations: Economic diplomacy, Trade Wars, Strategic Alliances
Current Affairs: US-China Relations, ASEAN, BRICS, and SCO policies
Pakistan Affairs: Regional alliances, CPEC, China's economic policy impact on Pakistan

e International Political Economy: Globalization, Protectionism, and Free Trade Crisis
Notes for beginners:
Reciprocal tariffs mean both countries are taxing each other's imports to protect their domestic industries. For
example, if the US increases tariffs on Chinese goods like electronics, China might respond by increasing tariffs on
American soybeans. This tit-for-tat escalation harms global supply chains. China has started exporting less to the
US and more to Southeast Asia. From 2018 to 2024, the share of US-bound Chinese exports dropped by nearly 5
percent. China is also blocking exports of rare earths used in tech devices, showing its ability to hit back where it
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hurts. This kind of economic conflict is known as a trade war, where instead of weapons, countries use economic
tools to pressure each other
Facts and figures:

e US tariffs on China increased to 145 percent

e China’s exports to the US dropped from 19.2 percent (2018) to 14.7 percent (2024)

o Exports to G7 countries declined from 48 percent (2000) to 30 percent (2024)

e China’s global export share increased to 14 percent
To sum up, This article presents a timely and critical evaluation of shifting trade paradigms and geopolitical
strategies. It captures the tectonic shift in global economic alliances and China’s methodical response to US
pressure. By highlighting both immediate impacts and long-term strategies, it presents a powerful narrative of
resistance, adaptation, and transformation in global power equations.
Difficult words and meanings:

e Reciprocal — given in return, mutual; synonym: corresponding, antonym: one-sided

e Contain — to limit or prevent the expansion of something; synonym: restrain, antonym: encourage

e Retaliation — returning an attack; synonym: reprisal, antonym: forgiveness

e Decoupling — separation of interconnected systems; synonym: disengagement, antonym: integration

AI-BASED CURRICULUM: THE FUTURE OF PAKISTAN

Summary:

Artificial Intelligence is no longer a futuristic concept—it’s the present shaping the future, especially in education.
This article presents a pressing argument that Al should be incorporated into Pakistan’s education system from the
grassroots level. Just as the invention of the wheel redefined mobility, Al is now revolutionizing every field, from
healthcare to law, and countries like China, the US; and Germany are already integrating it into their curricula at all
levels. China, in particular, has implemented a three-tier system from elementary to high school, producing Al-
literate youth ready to lead globally. If Pakistan fails to do the same, it risks pushing future generations into
obsolescence in a rapidly transforming global job market.

The article also-examines Pakistan’s leadership and systemic inequality in education as major roadblocks to Al
integration. The class-based divide, lack of trained teachers, and resistance to curriculum overhaul hinder progress.
To bridge the gap, both public and private schools must be aligned under a unified Al-based curriculum.
Furthermore, universities must make Al compulsory across disciplines, enabling future professionals—be it doctors
or engineers—to thrive in Al-powered industries. Establishing institutions like the proposed Al university in Punjab
is a step in the right direction, but unless Al is introduced as a foundational subject nationwide, Pakistan’s youth
will be left behind in a world racing forward. The future isn’t waiting, and Pakistan must decide whether to lead,
follow, or be left behind.

Overview:

This article underscores the urgent necessity for Pakistan to overhaul its education system by embedding Al into
the curriculum from the elementary level upward. Drawing comparisons with global frontrunners like China, the
writer calls for visionary leadership, uniform curriculum reforms, teacher training, and inclusive education policies
to secure Pakistan’s future in the Al-driven world.

NOTES:

This article critically highlights how artificial intelligence is reshaping global dynamics and why Pakistan must act
swiftly to remain relevant in the emerging Al-driven world order. The writer emphasizes that Al is no longer a
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luxury but a necessity, and nations that fail to embed it into their education systems risk being sidelined in global
competition. From China's strategic integration of Al into all levels of schooling to developed nations embedding
Al into professional domains like medicine and engineering, the article urges Pakistan to overhaul its outdated
curriculum. It also presents realistic challenges such as inequality in education, resistance from traditionalist groups,
and the lack of trained teachers, all of which must be addressed through decisive policymaking. This article provides
not just a roadmap for reform but also a lens through which to analyze technological policy, education equity, and
the role of political will in national development. It enriches their understanding of Pakistan’s strategic deficiencies
in technological innovation and provides context for answering questions on Al, educational reform, or national
competitiveness in exams and interviews.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Education policy, governance challenges

e Science & Technology: Artificial Intelligence and its applications

o Current Affairs: Global technological competition and its implications

o International Relations: AI’s role in geopolitical dynamics
Notes for Beginners:
Artificial Intelligence is the ability of machines to mimic human thinking and decision-making. Just like calculators
help us with math, Al tools assist doctors in diagnosing diseases or help lawyers in scanning legal documents
quickly. Countries like China are teaching Al to school kids, starting from age 6. This means their future generations
will be job-ready and globally competitive. In contrast, Pakistan still follows old teaching methods that don’t prepare
students for the future. For example, a Pakistani graduate with no Al knowledge cannot compete with a Chinese
student who’s been learning Al since grade school. If Pakistan wants to keep pace, it must introduce Al in schools
and train teachers accordingly.
Facts and Figures:

e China has introduced Al education at elementary, middle, and high school levels.

e USA and China lead the world in Al research and PhD production.

o Countries like Singapore, UAE, and Germany have integrated Al into national policies.

e Punjab is planning to launch Pakistan’s first Al university.

e In developed countries, Al skills are becoming essential for all professionals.
To sum up, The article paints a sobering yet hopeful picture of Pakistan’s future. The world is transitioning into an
Al-powered age, and nations that fail to adapt risk irrelevance. By reforming its education system, training its
teachers, and offering equal opportunities to all children, Pakistan can equip its youth with the tools to not just
survive, but lead in tomorrow’s digital world. The time to act is now—delay will only lead to disaster.

Difficult Words and Meanings:
o Indispensable — absolutely necessary (Syn: essential, vital | Ant: optional, trivial)
e Facets — parts or aspects (Syn: features, components | Ant: whole, entirety)
e Overhaul — a thorough repair or change (Syn: revamp, reform | Ant: neglect, preserve)
e Obsolescence — the state of being outdated (Syn: extinction, disuse | Ant: innovation, relevance)
e Revamp — to restructure or modernize (Syn: renovate, redesign | Ant: damage, destroy)
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INDIAN STRUGGLE FOR GLOBAL POWER

Summary:
India’s engagement with BRICS is no romantic pursuit of multilateral harmony—it’s a well-thought-out chess game
where each move safeguards national interest. While India publicly promotes cooperation, behind the curtain it
walks a tightrope, avoiding any tilt that might upset its ties with the West. Rather than diving headfirst into BRICS’
pro-China current, India plays it smart—using the bloc as a launchpad to boost its global image, bid for a permanent
UNSC seat, and secure a foothold among the world’s power players. It’s not about singing in harmony with BRICS,
but rather, humming its own tune while sharing the stage. India’s true multilateralism isn’t blind—it’s selective,
strategic, and elite-driven.
The undercurrent of rivalry, especially with China, shapes India’s caution. BRICS is'seen not as a final destination
but a stepping stone—one India treads carefully to avoid drowning in anti-Western tides stirred by Beijing and
Moscow. India champions symbolic expansion, shielding its clout from being watered down by adversaries like
Pakistan. At the heart of this game is India’s ambition to lead the Global South through soft power—an ambition
echoed in its G20 slogan “The World Is One Family.” But make no mistake—this familial face is layered over a
steely resolve to climb the global hierarchy on its own terms. BRICS, for India, is a stage to perform, not a club to
belong to.
Overview:
The article highlights India’s nuanced engagement with' BRICS. It explores how India tactfully navigates its
participation in the group to assert global influence while maintaining strategic autonomy. The article underscores
the tension with China and India’s ambitions to lead the Global South without sacrificing its Western alliances.
NOTES:
This article highlights geopolitical maneuvering, regional alliances, foreign policy strategy, and power dynamics
among global South players. Candidates should pay special attention to India's diplomatic balancing act, its rivalry
with China, and how platforms like BRICS reflect the emerging multipolar world order.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations: Strategic alliances, global governance, BRICS, UN Security Council

e Pakistan Affairs: Regional diplomacy and rivalries (e.g., India-China, India-Pakistan)

e CurrentAffairs: India's foreign policy, power blocs, G20 diplomacy

e Political Science: Multilateralism, soft power, strategic autonomy
Notes for Beginners:
India is part of BRICS, a group of five major emerging economies. While it joins meetings and shares ideas, India
doesn’t blindly support every move—especially those led by China. For example, when BRICS leans toward anti-
West policies, India takes a step back to keep its ties strong with the US and Europe. It’s like being part of a team
but choosing when to play or sit out. India also doesn’t want countries like Pakistan to join BRICS and reduce its
importance. Instead, it supports limited participation, just enough to keep the group looking inclusive. This strategy
shows how countries can use global groups to gain more power without losing their own identity.
Facts and Figures:

e India is one of the founding members of BRICS.

e India’s G20 presidency slogan was “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”—"The World Is One Family."

e BRICS members collectively represent over 40% of the world population and nearly 25% of global GDP.

e India has ongoing border tensions with China, including recent standoffs in Ladakh.

e India is part of the Quad alliance (India, USA, Japan, Australia) focused on Indo-Pacific cooperation.
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To wrap up, In the power play of 21st-century diplomacy, India’s BRICS strategy is both a curtain call and a
carefully-scripted act. It’s not about jumping onto a bandwagon but driving one’s own course—balancing East and
West, projecting soft power, and holding cards close to the chest. India’s road to global leadership runs through
contested platforms like BRICS, but it makes sure not to lose sight of the finish line: influence without compromise.

FROM HOME TO NATION: THE SOCIAL CODE OF PROGRESS

Summary:
In this compelling piece, I highlight the undeniable link between a society’s structure and the moral and intellectual
fibre of its people. Societal decay or progress is not accidental—it originates from homes, extends through education
systems, and culminates in the nature of governance. A household that teaches empathy, justice, and respect
becomes the foundation of a nation that values equality and collective prosperity. On the contrary, families steeped
in envy, injustice, and neglect give rise to self-centered individuals who pellute institutions with corruption and
bias. When this rot seeps into educational and political structures, the result is a society where the powerful exploit
the weak, and chaos replaces peace.
Drawing from both developed and regressive societies, I argue that social harmony is built when justice is the rule—
not the exception. Progressive societies empower their citizens with opportunity and dignity, creating resilient
institutions that adapt and innovate. However, nations led by opportunistic individuals born of broken systems
cannot break free from cycles of poverty, nepotism, and social injustice. Real change demands reformation at every
stage—from parenting and education to leadership and public responsibility. The blueprint for a thriving nation
starts at home, but it flourishes only when upheld by fair systems and collective moral awakening.
Overview:
The article explores how the upbringing of individuals, quality of education, and moral integrity of leaders directly
affect the socio-political and economic stability of a country. It contrasts progressive societies with exploitative
ones, showing how values at the family level trickle up to affect national institutions. The article warns that societies
failing to nurture justice and equality are doomed to crumble under the weight of corruption and injustice.
NOTES:
This article provides observations into the social fabric of nations and how systemic development or decline begins
at the micro level—the home. The text stresses the importance of education reform, leadership accountability, and
institutional integrity, making it an ideal reference for questions on democracy, public policy, social justice, and
nation-building. Use this article to understand how internal societal mechanics shape national destiny, an angle often
probed in CSS papers under the theme of development, political systems, and educational reform.
Relevance to CSS syllabus or subject:

o Pakistan Affairs: Social structure and political institutions in Pakistan

e Current Affairs: Education system, governance, justice, and public welfare

e Essay: Topics on leadership, democracy, justice, or social transformation

e Governance and Public Policies: Institutional reform, decentralization, leadership integrity

e Sociology: Role of family, society, and education in nation-building
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about how the family, school, and leadership shape a country. If a child learns to be honest, fair,
and kind at home, they grow up into a responsible citizen. For example, if a student is taught to cheat and lie, they
may become a corrupt leader in the future. But if they are taught values like fairness and respect, they can lead with
justice. Education also plays a big role. A good school system creates critical thinkers and fair-minded citizens. But
if education is poor, it just repeats the same bad ideas. The article also explains how leaders, if raised in a just
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environment, can build strong systems. On the other hand, leaders from broken families may misuse power, causing
problems for everyone. It’s like planting a tree; if you water it well from the beginning, it grows strong and gives
shade to many. But if you ignore it, it may fall or bear no fruit. So, nations rise and fall based on the type of people
they raise and how well their systems are built.
Facts and Figures:

» Developed nations have strong family structures that promote justice and empathy

* Flawed education systems often result in regressive mindsets seeking fame and wealth by any

means

» Societies rooted in democratic values build strong institutions and secure citizens’ rights

» Exploitative societies lose freedom of speech and become dependent on foreign aid

*  Migration increases when competent individuals are suppressed in unjust systems
To wrap up, This article is a wake-up call for anyone who dreams of a just and prosperous nation. It doesn’t merely
point fingers at corrupt leaders or failing institutions; instead, it unearths the deeper roots of societal failure and
success. From parenting to policymaking, every stage of social growth is linked. If we want change, we must begin
at the core—raising better individuals, improving education, and electing ethical leaders. Only then can we hope to
build a nation that stands tall among the global community.

SURVIVAL REQUIRES STRENGTH: NOT WISHFUL THINKING

Summary:

In today’s turbulent world, safety and security have become illusions rather than realities. I reflect on the undeniable
truth that survival is not rooted in dreams or diplomacy but in strength, resilience, and wisdom. The article exposes
the decay of the social contract, both locally and globally, as seen in the helpless silence over Palestinian and
Kashmiri atrocities and the manipulation of Ukraine’s fate by superpowers. The United Nations, initially built as a
guardian of human rights, has repeatedly failed to enforce justice, revealing that the modern liberal order is neither
fair nor functional. The piece asserts that exploitation thrives where weakness persists, and only nations that build
strong institutions, nurture educated citizens, and foster unity can endure the ever-shifting tides of global power.

I argue that the current world order is rigged against the weak and driven by selfish ambitions of the powerful.
Technological advancement and alliances are used not for justice, but for dominance. For Pakistan to rise and shield
itself from external threats, it must invest in human development, innovation, and national unity. Islamic governance
is presented as a historical model of justice and equality, urging a revival of its values to restore global peace. As
power-hungry nations continue to violate human rights unchecked, the world edges closer to chaos. I believe it's
time for a conscious pivot—toward internal strength, ethical leadership, and a fairer global system, before history
repeats with devastating consequences.

Overview:

The ARTICLE examines the moral collapse of the modern world order, highlighting how global powers abuse the
social contract by exploiting weaker nations. It emphasizes the need for Pakistan to develop a strong, unified, and
educated society to withstand global and regional threats, proposing Islamic values as a model for justice and peace.
NOTES:

This article work as a critical analysis of the contemporary world order through the lens of political realism, global
injustice, and international power dynamics. It explores how the principles of the social contract—justice, fairness,
and rule of law—are continuously violated both domestically and globally, especially in conflict zones like
Palestine, Kashmir, and Ukraine. It critically highlights the failure of post-WWII institutions, such as the United
Nations, in safeguarding human rights and maintaining global peace. The author argues that the so-called liberal
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democratic world order is increasingly being shaped by might rather than moral legitimacy, indicating the
resurgence of colonialist and imperialist behaviors in modern garb. Furthermore, the article emphasizes the
importance of internal resilience, national unity, strong institutions, and technological innovation as key pillars for
a nation's survival in a hostile global environment. For CSS exams, it gives knowledge into how global power
structures operate and how developing nations like Pakistan must respond strategically to safeguard sovereignty
and social integrity. The piece of writing also invokes Islamic principles of governance as a model for justice and
social welfare, making it significant for understanding Islamic Political Thought in the modern context.
CSS Syllabus Relevance:

e Pakistan Affairs: Kashmir conflict, national policy, leadership and unity

e International Relations: Power politics, failure of international institutions, UN inefficacy

e Current Affairs: Palestine issue, Ukrainian crisis, global instability

e Islamic Studies: Governance model of Madina, social justice in Islam

o Essay/Precis: Nation building, social contract, world peace, global exploitation
Notes for Beginners:
This article teaches that the world isn’t fair unless one has power. Rich and strong nations often ignore justice,
harming weaker countries like Palestine and Kashmir. Even international institutions like the UN fail to protect the
oppressed. To stay safe, countries like Pakistan must grow stronger by focusing on unity, leadership, and education.
Islam’s early example in Madina shows how justice and peace can be achieved when everyone is treated equally,
regardless of religion or power.
Facts and Figures:

e Israel’s violations in Gaza and the UN’s silence

e Kashmir conflict unresolved since 1947

e Ukraine’s sovereignty manipulated by Russia and the West

e Islamic model of Madina provided religious equality and security

e Pakistan’s vulnerability demands a shift toward technology and social development
To sum up, The article is a timely reminder that dreaming of peace without preparing for challenges is a dangerous
illusion. In a world dominated by the strong, survival demands inner strength, unity, and a just system. Pakistan
must rise through wisdom, not wishful thinking, if it seeks to shield its people and future generations from an
unforgiving global reality.

PAK-BANGLADESH RELATIONS AND FUTURE HOPES

Summary:

The historical baggage between Pakistan and Bangladesh, rooted in the painful events of 1971, has long marred
bilateral ties. However, a significant shift is unfolding after the departure of Sheikh Hasina, whose tenure was
marked by autocratic governance and strong allegiance to India. Her absence has opened the door for renewed
diplomacy under Dr. Mohd. Younus's leadership in Dhaka. A thaw in relations is clearly visible: direct trade has
resumed, diplomatic engagement has deepened, and cultural exchanges have reignited warmth between the two
nations. Symbolic yet meaningful steps—such as easing visa restrictions, reviving cargo routes, and high-level
diplomatic visits—indicate a shared desire to reset relations on a more cooperative and forward-looking path.
Despite the lingering demand from Bangladesh for a formal apology and financial claims related to pre-1971 assets,
Pakistan has maintained a firm stance that the past must be left behind. Interestingly, the recent talks reflect a
maturity in diplomacy, where both sides have opted for pragmatism over provocation. The signing of a
memorandum to create a joint business council, renewed defense cooperation including interest in Pakistan’s JF-17
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fighter jets, and educational exchanges all point towards a comprehensive effort to enhance mutual trust. These
developments may redefine South Asian geopolitics, especially as India watches cautiously. Pakistan’s long-term
strategy now hinges on sustaining this momentum and deepening ties without reopening historical wounds.
Overview:
This article discusses the evolution of Pakistan-Bangladesh relations, highlighting the transformation from mutual
distrust to cautious optimism. Following the end of Sheikh Hasina’s regime, diplomatic, trade, and cultural
engagements have surged, signaling a potential new chapter in South Asian regional cooperation.
NOTES:
This article outlines how regime change can alter bilateral ties, provides insights into post-conflict diplomacy, and
underscores the importance of soft power through trade, education, and cultural exchange. It also hints at the
strategic balancing act between India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan—key for International Relations and Current
Affairs papers. The case of Pakistan offering scholarships and easing visa rules illustrates. how non-traditional
diplomacy can shape international perceptions and improve bilateral goodwill. Moreover, the defense cooperation
reflects deeper strategic alignments affecting the security architecture of South Asia.
Relevance to CSS syllabus or subject:

e Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s foreign policy with neighboring countries

o International Relations: South Asian regional dynamics‘and diplomacy

o Current Affairs: Bilateral relations, post-conflict reconciliation

e Strategic Studies: Regional military cooperation and defense diplomacy
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan and Bangladesh share a complicated history rooted in the 1971 war, after which Bangladesh became an
independent nation. For years, relations were strained, especially during Sheikh Hasina’s rule, who aligned closely
with India. After her departure in-2024, ties have begun to improve. Examples of this include Pakistani artists
performing in Bangladesh, the revival of cargo trade through Chittagong port, and scholarships for Bangladeshi
students to study in Pakistani universities. Trade between the two has already increased by 27% in just a few months,
and both sides are planning defense cooperation involving the JF-17 fighter jets. These efforts show how countries
can overcome past conflicts by focusing on mutual economic and cultural interests.
Facts and Figures:

o Diplomatic recognition was granted in 1974

e Trade increased by 27% from August to December 2024

e A joint business council was established on January 13, 2025

e Direct flights have been suspended for seven years

e Pakistan has removed visa fees and security clearance requirements for Bangladeshi applicants

e Bangladesh is considering the acquisition of JF-17 fighter jets

e $4.3 billion is demanded by Bangladesh as part of pre-1971 asset claims
To sum up, This article captures a pivotal moment in Pakistan-Bangladesh relations, reflecting a shift from historical
resentment to constructive engagement. It emphasizes how diplomacy, trade, and cultural exchange can act as
bridges over past divides. The cautious optimism now defining the relationship offers valuable lessons in
reconciliation and regional diplomacy.
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The Nation -
NUCLEAR AFFAIRS

Summary:
Ukraine’s decision to relinquish its nuclear arsenal through the Budapest Memorandum of 1994 has proven
disastrous for its sovereignty and security. Despite possessing substantial leverage, Ukraine settled for mere
assurances instead of binding guarantees, leaving it vulnerable to external aggression. The absence of nuclear
deterrence allowed Russia’s invasion in 2022, plunging Ukraine into a catastrophic conflict resulting in territorial
loss, severe economic collapse, and humanitarian crises. Meanwhile, North Korea, despite global isolation and
relentless sanctions, has thrived as a nuclear state with an advanced ballistic missile program. This strategic choice
has provided North Korea with immunity from military aggression and compelled even hostile nations like the
United States to engage diplomatically. This stark contrast underscores how retaining nuclear deterrence can
significantly alter a nation's geopolitical fate, shielding it from foreign coercion and preserving its territorial
integrity.
Iran’s nuclear ambitions are evidently shaped by the harsh lessons from Ukraine’s disarmament. The credibility of
Western security assurances, having failed Ukraine, remains questionable, pushing Iran to pursue self-reliance akin
to North Korea’s approach. For Pakistan, the lesson is-crystal clear—its nuclear arsenal remains the cornerstone of
its sovereignty, ensuring parity against India's superior conventional forces. Pakistan must steadfastly preserve its
strategic assets as they serve as the ultimate equalizers, balancing the regional power equation and securing its
independence. The complex web of international relations and geopolitical pressures demand Pakistan’s unwavering
commitment to its nuclear deterrence, for relinquishing it would be tantamount to self-enslavement. The looming
specter of Armageddon, as the writer suggests, could indeed challenge Pakistan’s resolve sooner rather than later.
Overview:
The article presents a comparative analysis of Ukraine’s disarmament under the Budapest Memorandum and North
Korea’s resolute nuclear program. It highlights the strategic consequences of relinquishing or retaining nuclear
deterrence, with Ukraine suffering catastrophic losses due to its reliance on superficial assurances, while North
Korea has effectively shielded itself from external aggression. The discussion also addresses Iran’s nuclear
ambitions and draws parallels for Pakistan’s nuclear policy.
NOTES:
The article emphasizes that nuclear deterrence serves as a powerful equalizer, particularly for states facing
overwhelming conventional threats. Pakistan’s strategic assets provide a credible deterrent against India’s military
superiority. The article also illustrates how external assurances can prove unreliable, as demonstrated by Ukraine’s
tragic experience. Understanding the dynamics of nuclear diplomacy, deterrence theory, and international relations
is essential for aspirants focusing on Pakistan’s security policy, regional stability, and international negotiations.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s nuclear policy, national security, strategic balance in South Asia.

e International Relations: Nuclear deterrence, global nuclear non-proliferation, North Korea’s nuclear

program, US-Iran relations
e Current Affairs: Contemporary geopolitical conflicts, Ukraine-Russia war, implications for regional
security
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Notes for Beginners:

The article explains how two countries, Ukraine and North Korea, followed opposite approaches in handling their
nuclear capabilities. Ukraine gave up its nuclear weapons in 1994 in exchange for promises of security from other
countries. Unfortunately, those promises were not kept, and Ukraine faced a devastating war with Russia. If Ukraine
had kept its nuclear weapons, it might have been safer. On the other hand, North Korea built its nuclear arsenal
despite global criticism and sanctions. This nuclear strength has protected it from foreign attacks and even forced
powerful countries like the United States to negotiate with it. This shows how nuclear deterrence plays a pivotal
role in protecting a country’s sovereignty and security. Pakistan, being a nuclear state, must continue to protect its
nuclear assets to remain strong and independent.

Facts and Figures:

e Ukraine signed the Budapest Memorandum in 1994, relinquishing its nuclear arsenal in exchange for
security assurances. Ukraine lost about 20 percent of its territory to Russian aggression, with its economy
devastated and millions of people displaced.

e North Korea, starting its nuclear program in 1952, now possesses approximately 50 nuclear weapons, with
materials for 70-90 nuclear warheads. It continues to produce enough fissile material to make 6-7 nuclear
warheads per year.

e North Korea’s ballistic missile program includes ICBMs, IRBMs, SRBMs, and SLBMs, showcasing its
advanced deterrence capabilities.

e North Korea withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 2003 and has not signed the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

To wrap up, The article underlines the importance of nuclear deterrence in safeguarding a nation’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Ukraine’s catastrophic error in relinquishing its nuclear arsenal acts as a grim lesson for
countries like Iran and Pakistan. For Pakistan, maintaining a credible nuclear deterrent is essential for regional
stability, as it counters India’s conventional superiority. The strategic assets must remain firmly under Pakistan’s
independent command and control to ensure its security and sovereignty.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Faux pas - A socially awkward or tactless act; blunder, error. Antonym: Courtesy

o Existential - Relating to existence, particularly concerning survival. Antonym: Nonexistent

e Macabre - Gruesome and horrifying; gory, dreadful. Antonym: Pleasant

e Kinetic - Related to or resulting from motion; active, dynamic. Antonym: Static

e Coercion - The practice of persuading someone to do something by force; compulsion, intimidation.
Antonym: Freedom

o Deterrence - The act of preventing a particular course of action; prevention, hindrance. Antonym:
Encouragement

e Inducement - Something that persuades or influences someone to do something; incentive, motivation.
Antonym: Deterrent

e Pariah - A person or state that is despised or avoided; outcast, exile. Antonym: Insider

e Geostrategic - Relating to the strategy required for dealing with geopolitical problems. Antonym: Non-
strategic

e Diplomatic - Concerning negotiations between countries; tactful, polite. Antonym: Tactless
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TRUMP’S EDICT

Summary:
Trump’s recent executive orders have sparked widespread attention, particularly his mandate to eradicate what he
terms “radical indoctrination” in K-12 schooling. His rhetoric revolves around reinstating a Eurocentric and
romanticized version of American history, advocating for what he calls “patriotic education.” This directive attempts
to negate decades of progress made by historians striving to present a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of
history, encompassing marginalized groups and their contributions. Trump's attack on initiatives like the New York
Times’ 1619 Project exemplifies his intent to restore traditional narratives that downplay America’s darker historical
chapters, including slavery and the genocide of Indigenous peoples. His creation of the 1776 Project aims to revive
an idealized portrayal of America, disregarding the complexities and injustices integral to the nation’s past.
The broader implications of Trump's executive orders reflect a dangerous inclination towards authoritarianism, as
he demands compliance from educational institutions under the threat of funding withdrawal. By promoting a
selective, glorified version of American history, Trump’s approach resembles the indoctrination strategies common
in fascist regimes. Historians have made substantial strides since the 1960s towards an integrated and truthful
historical narrative. However, Trump’s efforts to reverse these advancements through the establishment of the 1776
Commission and enforcement of patriotic education reveal a calculated effort to shape public perception and
manipulate the national consciousness. The suppression of historical truth under the guise of patriotism is a deeply
troubling development that threatens the integrity of educational institutions and undermines the pursuit of objective
historical understanding.
Overview:
The article critically examines Trump's executive order aimed at promoting patriotic education by undoing efforts
to present an accurate and inclusive portrayal of American history. It highlights Trump’s intention to romanticize
past narratives, rejecting progress made in acknowledging marginalized histories and striving for an integrated
understanding of the nation's development.
NOTES:
This article provides study into the ongoing ideological battle within the United States regarding national identity
and historical narrative. Understanding Trump's approach to education policy is essential for analyzing
contemporary American politics, its global implications, and the ways ideological conflicts shape domestic and
foreign policies.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e | US History: Understanding Trump's attempts to revive a Eurocentric historical narrative.

e International Relations: Ideological manipulation and its impact on global perceptions of the United States.

e Current Affairs: The role of education policy in shaping national identity and social cohesion.
Notes for Beginners:
This article discusses Trump’s attempt to change how American history is taught in schools. He wants to promote
a version of history that glorifies America’s past while ignoring or downplaying negative aspects like slavery and
the mistreatment of Indigenous peoples. Trump believes that teaching about these dark parts of history is unpatriotic
and harmful. Instead, he wants schools to focus on celebrating America’s greatness. Critics argue that this approach
is biased and dishonest, as it fails to provide students with a complete understanding of history. They believe
education should include all perspectives to offer a truthful account of the past.
Facts and Figures:

e The 1619 Project, launched by The New York Times in 2019, aimed to reframe American history by

highlighting the impact of slavery and contributions of Black Americans.
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e Trump introduced the 1776 Project as a counter-narrative promoting a patriotic and glorified version of
American history.
e Studies reveal that only 8% of American high school seniors can identify slavery as the central cause of the
Civil War, indicating a significant gap in historical knowledge.
e Trump's executive order mandates all educational institutions receiving federal funds to conduct specific
patriotic programs or face potential funding withdrawal.
e Historians have been striving since the 1960s to present a more integrated and accurate version of American
history, including marginalized groups and diverse perspectives.
To sum up, The ongoing struggle over how American history is taught speaks volumes about the broader ideological
conflicts shaping the country. By attempting to enforce a biased and romanticized version of history, Trump’s
executive order undermines efforts to present a more accurate, comprehensive account of the nation’s past. This
development poses significant risks to the integrity of education and the values of truth and inclusivity.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Edict: An official order or proclamation issued by an authority; Synonyms: Decree, Proclamation;
Antonyms: Request, Suggestion.

e Diktat: A harsh, authoritative decree; Synonyms: Command, Directive; Antonyms: Appeal, Plea.

e Indoctrination: Teaching someone to accept a set of beliefs unecritically; Synonyms: Brainwashing,
Conditioning; Antonyms: Enlightenment, Free-thinking.

e Patriotic: Having or expressing devotion to-one’s country; Synonyms: Nationalistic, Loyal; Antonyms:
Unpeatriotic, Disloyal.

e Mythologies: Widely held but false beliefs or/deas; Synonyms: Fallacies, Fictions; Antonyms: Realities,
Truths.

RECIPROCAL TARIFFS YIELD NO WINNERS

Summary:

The recent opinion piece by Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong in The Nation provides a compelling critique of
the United States’ imposition of “reciprocal tariffs,” ranging from 10% to 50% on all trading partners. These
protectionist policies, the-ambassador argues, blatantly violate World Trade Organization rules and represent a
disturbing shift toward unilateralism and economic coercion. By attempting to leverage tariffs as a geopolitical
weapon, the US is not only isolating itself but also destabilizing the global economy. Rather than encouraging fair
trade, these actions reflect a dangerous zero-sum mindset under the guise of reciprocity. According to WTO
estimates, such moves could result in a 1% contraction in global merchandise trade, a consequence that would
reverberate far beyond American borders.

In response, China has taken a firm stance, imposing 34% retaliatory tariffs, initiating legal proceedings through
the WTO, and adding several American entities to its export control and unreliable entity lists. The ambassador
underscores China’s commitment to multilateralism, shared development, and open markets. He advocates for a
cooperative global economic model where progress is mutual, not monopolized. Quoting President Xi Jinping, the
ambassador emphasizes that obstructing others’ growth does not enhance one’s own, stressing that economic
globalization should be open, inclusive, and equitable. The article concludes with a call for unity among nations to
resist protectionism and uphold a multilateral trading system based on fairness and international law.
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Overview:
The article highlights the repercussions of the US tariff strategy on global trade and presents China’s
countermeasures as a firm stance against economic coercion. It emphasizes the need for collective economic
cooperation rather than unilateral dominance, warning that trade wars yield no true winners.
NOTES:
This article is relevant for those preparing for topics in Current Affairs, International Relations, and Pakistan Affairs,
especially under themes like economic globalization, WTO regulations, multilateralism, and Sino-US relations. It
offers insight into modern trade dynamics and the diplomatic tone of economic rebuttals, which are useful for essay
writing and precis practice. The author’s tone and strategic vocabulary also serve as a good example for crafting
persuasive opinion pieces in exams.
Related CSS syllabus topics or subjects:

o International Relations: Global economic cooperation, US-China trade war

e Current Affairs: World Trade Organization, economic diplomacy

e Pakistan Affairs: China-Pakistan strategic alignment and trade relations
Notes for beginners:
This article explains how the United States has placed high tariffs on imports from its trading partners, claiming it’s
for fairness, but actually aiming to dominate trade. For instance, if China sells goods to the US, they now face extra
costs, which could reduce trade. In response, China added tariffs to US goods and took legal action through the
WTO, which is like a global court for trade. The piece also says economic growth should benefit all countries, not
just one. A real-world example is how such tariffs during Trump’s presidency affected global markets and led to
price increases on many goods. The WTO predicts a 1% fall in trade globally this year because of such actions.
Facts and Figures:

e The United States has announced new "reciprocal tariffs" ranging from 10% to 50% on all trading partners.

e The World Trade Organization (WTO) estimates that these US-imposed tariffs could cause a 1% contraction

in global merchandise trade volumes in the current year.
e In response, China has imposed an additional 34% tariff on all US imports.
e China has also taken legal action by filing a lawsuit against the US at the WTO and added several US
entities to'its export-control and unreliable entity lists.

e China is the second-largest economy and second-largest consumer goods market in the world.
To sum up, This article works as a well-articulated diplomatic rebuttal to US protectionism, showing how power
politics can harm global economic stability. It not only warns against unilateral economic aggression but also
reinforces China’s image as a defender of global cooperation and fair trade principles.

Difficult words and meanings:
e Reciprocal: mutual or done in return. Synonym: corresponding; Antonym: unilateral
e Multilateralism: multiple countries working together. Synonym: collective action; Antonym: isolationism
e Hegemonic: dominant or controlling. Synonym: authoritative; Antonym: submissive
e Protectionism: economic policy of restricting imports. Synonym: trade barriers; Antonym: free trade
o Facilitation: the process of making something easier. Synonym: simplification; Antonym: obstruction
e Coercion: the act of compelling through force. Synonym: pressure; Antonym: consent
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AFGHAN REPATRIATION

Summary:
For over four decades, Pakistan stood as a sanctuary for Afghan refugees fleeing successive wars in Afghanistan.
Generations of Afghans grew up assimilated into Pakistani society, speaking local languages and contributing to
labor markets. Yet, in October 2023, this hospitality took a political turn under the guise of national security
concerns. Blaming a surge in militancy on Afghan soil, the interim government initiated a mass repatriation of
undocumented Afghan refugees. But the real reason, as this article reveals, lies deeper—Afghans, especially the
youth, were instrumental in street protests led by PTI and became pawns in the state’s political chessboard. Their
visibility in agitation politics made them liabilities when the state’s political calculations changed. The decision to
expel them was more about silencing a street force than ensuring national security.
The article draws connections between the political mobilization of Afghan refugees and the broader narrative of
Pakistan’s evolving power dynamics post-2008. It highlights how the PTI, once marginal, emerged as a street power
aided by Afghan youth, especially during sit-ins like the 2014 Tsunami March. The powerful establishment, after
aiding this mobilization, later perceived it as a threat—especially when Imran Khan turned from a project to a
problem. The expulsion of Afghans, then, reflects a shift in state priorities. The Charter of Democracy and the 18th
Amendment once promised civilian supremacy, but internal sabotage and the manipulation of vulnerable groups
like Afghan refugees underscore how that promise was never fulfilled. In the end, the article paints Afghan refugees
not as culprits but as victims of political manipulation and scapegoating.
Overview:
This article explores the intersection of refugee politics, state. manipulation, and power struggles in Pakistan. It
exposes how Afghan refugees, initially welcomed and integrated, were later expelled not merely for security
concerns, but due to their involvement—often orchestrated by the state itself—in agitation politics. The piece of
writing gives a critical lens into Pakistan’s internal power games, democratic backsliding, and the consequences of
using vulnerable populations for political gain.
NOTES:
This article provides an in-depth analysis of Pakistan’s political history post-2008, the role of Afghan refugees in
domestic politics, and the manipulation of democratic processes. Aspirants can draw connections with topics like
civil-military relations, refugee policy, internal security, and political engineering. It also aligns with questions
related to Pakistan's foreign policy towards Afghanistan and its domestic governance challenges. The article teaches
how strategic decisions often camouflage real intentions behind the veil of national security.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o | Pakistan Affairs: Civil-military relations, constitutional amendments, role of political parties

e International Relations: Refugee diplomacy, Pakistan-Afghanistan relations

e Governance and Public Policy: Manipulation of civil institutions, statecraft

Current Affairs: Repatriation policy, youth in political activism

Notes for beginners:

Afghan refugees came to Pakistan over different periods, escaping war and terror. Many settled and lived peacefully,
with their children growing up speaking Urdu and local languages. But things changed when some of them joined
political protests, especially those led by Imran Khan’s PTI. The government once used them to fill protest grounds
and show media strength, but later saw them as a threat. So, in 2023, the interim government asked all
undocumented Afghan refugees to leave. The article says this wasn’t just about security—it was political. The
government feared that these refugees were giving too much support to PTI and causing unrest. This shows how
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sometimes, people are first used for political gains and then blamed or punished when their presence is no longer
convenient.
Facts and Figures:
e Pakistan hosted Afghan refugees for nearly 40 years, reaching a total of around 4 million.
e The Charter of Democracy was signed in 2006, followed by the 18th Constitutional Amendment in 2010,
introducing 102 changes to the constitution.
e In October 2023, Pakistan launched a repatriation programme, forcing undocumented Afghan refugees to
leave by November.
e Afghan youth played a visible role in the PTI’s 2014 sit-in and later political rallies, especially in Punjab
and Islamabad.
To wrap up, This article highlights a grim yet familiar story—how those once embraced for survival are later turned
into scapegoats for political convenience. It critically dissects the Pakistani state’s dual-faced approach: first
exploiting vulnerable refugees for political mobilization and later expelling them in the name of national interest.
It calls for a deeper reflection on policy sincerity, democratic values, and the cost of playing politics
with human lives.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Repatriation: Return of someone to their own country (Syn: deportation, Ant: immigration)
e Internecine: Conflict within a group or country (Syn: internal, civil; Ant: external)
e Agitation: Public protest or unrest (Syn: upheayval, unrest; Ant: calm, stability)
e Assimilated: Absorbed into the culture or system (Syn: integrated, merged; Ant: isolated)
e C(Clandestinely: Done secretly (Syn: covertly, secretly; Ant: openly)
e Manoeuvring: Strategic manipulation (Syn: scheming, planning; Ant: honesty)
e Supremacy: State of being superior (Syn: dominance, control; Ant subordination)
o Liabilities: Burdens or responsibilities (Syn: obligations, drawbacks; Ant: assets)

ENOUGH WITH THE TARIFF WAR

Summary:

The article boldly lays bare the aggressive protectionist stance of the United States, painting a stark contrast between
coercive American trade policies and China’s commitment to multilateral cooperation and innovation. Written in
the voice of conviction, it exposes how the US, under the veil of populist slogans and economic nationalism, has
weaponized tariffs to impose its will upon both allies and adversaries, blatantly violating WTO rules and damaging
the global economy. Thewwriter sharply criticizes this approach as a cover for domestic dysfunction and a tool of
geopolitical bullying. Through a historical and economic lens, the article chronicles the self-inflicted wounds of
America’s tariff policies, with significant losses in the stock market and inflation burdening the average American.
The abrupt reversal of tariffs on Chinese tech goods is presented not as a concession, but as a confession of failure
in Washington’s misguided trade war strategy.

In contrast, China emerges in the article as a champion of global order, legality, and progress. Rather than resorting
to retaliation alone, it promotes a path of high-quality development, institutional reform, and market liberalization.
Its achievements in technology—from bullet trains and Al to space exploration—are highlighted to emphasize how
national strength grows from innovation, not intimidation. The writer stresses that China’s resilience, drawn from a
civilization rooted in centuries of adversity, positions it to weather any storm—including tariff wars. The final thrust
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is clear: the US must abandon its self-defeating unilateralism and choose consultation over confrontation, or risk
isolation and decline.

Overview:

This article presents a sharp analysis of US trade policy and highlights China’s strategic patience and developmental
gains. It contrasts the two superpowers' economic approaches and emphasizes the long-term futility of protectionism
in a globalized world. With a heavy tone of diplomatic defiance and pride in national strength, it positions China as
a responsible global actor in the face of American recklessness.

NOTES:

This article illustrates the growing shift in global power politics through economic instruments like tariffs.
Candidates can utilize this content while discussing themes such as trade wars, globalization versus protectionism,
Sino-US rivalry, WTO and multilateralism, and economic diplomacy. The mention of figures like Henry Kissinger
and Mao Zedong, the economic statistics like the $5.7 trillion stock loss, and the reversal of US tariff policies offer
strong material for essay writing, precis, and interview discussions. Furthermore, it supports the argument that
emerging economies can counterbalance Western hegemony through resilience, strategic reform, and innovation.

CSS syllabus topics and relevance:

e International Relations (global power dynamics, economic diplomacy).

o Current Affairs (US-China relations, tariff war).

o Pakistan Affairs (foreign policy challenges),
Notes for beginners:
This article talks about a trade fight between America and China. America put heavy taxes (called tariffs) on goods
from many countries, especially China, to try to protect its own economy. But this plan backfired—prices rose, and
their economy lost trillions in stock market value. China; on the other hand, didn't panic. It focused on improving
its industries, technology, and laws to grow stronger. China said it wants to work with other countries fairly and
follow international rules. The writer says if the US keeps acting selfishly, it will end up alone in the world. For
example, US removing tariffs on Chinese tech goods shows it realizes these taxes hurt its own companies.
Facts and figures:

e US stock market lost $5.7 trillion in two days

o US tariffs affected over 190 trading partners

o 125% tariffs by China made US goods uncompetitive in Chinese markets

e  Shenzhou-20, CR450 trains, and DeepSeek Al show China’s technological rise
To sum up, This article is not just a response to economic aggression—it is a declaration of China’s strategic resolve.
It provides a comprehensive critique of Western trade arrogance while asserting that sustainable power comes from
innovation, cooperation, and resilience. It acts as a vivid example of economic statecraft and ideological contrast in
the modern world order.
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NEW ECONOMIC ORDER

Summary:
The old Western-dominated economic order, often referred to as an "Old Boys’ Club," is now crumbling under the
weight of its own contradictions and the aggressive tariff-driven policies of the United States. The article paints a
vivid picture of how the US, through "tariff extremism" and "protectionist terrorism," has not only isolated itself
from both allies and rivals but also pushed the world toward economic fragmentation. The rise of trade barriers,
higher consumer prices, and weakened supply chains has rung alarm bells globally, especially for developing
economies reliant on international trade. With the dollar's dominance under threat and global alliances
reshuffling, the tide is clearly turning. A new economic order—more multipolar, law-based, and inclusive—is on
the rise, with China and the Global South stepping in as key players.
The writer doesn’t pull any punches in exposing the decaying structure of US-led economic supremacy. With
Trump’s return to power, his hard-hitting tariffs have sparked inflation, rattled stock markets, and stirred diplomatic
unease. The European Union, caught in the crosshairs of Washington’s unilateral moves, is now pivoting towards
China and Southeast Asia. What we’re witnessing is not just economic realignment but a wholesale shift in
geopolitical alliances. Nations are breaking free from old-shackles-and exploring new partnerships to sidestep
Washington’s arm-twisting. The message is loud and clear: the world is tired of being dragged around by the nose,
and it’s now taking matters into its own hands.
Overview:
This article analyzes the declining US-dominated global economic order, emphasizing how protectionist policies,
especially under Donald Trump's leadership, are destabilizing the global market. It highlights rising consumer
prices, disrupted supply chains, and international trade tensions, arguing for a shift toward a multipolar and inclusive
economic system.
NOTES:
This article touches upon the downfall of unipolar economic dominance, the emerging multipolar order, and the
broader implications of protectionism and tariffs on global economic stability. Key concepts such as trade wars,
economic nationalism, and global realignment are explored. Understanding the rise of China and the Global South
is essential for questions related to global governance and the changing international economic landscape.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e International Relations (Changing Global Economic Order, Trade Wars, Global Alliances)

e Current Affairs (US Foreign and Trade Policy, China’s Global Rise)

o _Pakistan Affairs (Impact of Global Economic Shifts on Developing Economies)

e  Economics (Protectionism, Tariff Policies, Supply Chain Disruption)

e International Political Economy
Notes for Beginners:
The article explains how the world economy is shifting away from being controlled by a few powerful Western
nations. The US is using high taxes (tariffs) on imports to protect its industries, but this is backfiring. For example,
when the US imposes tariffs on Chinese goods like electronics or clothes, these items become expensive for
American consumers. Also, countries like China, Japan, and even the EU are now moving away from depending on
the US and are creating their own trade partnerships. This is like a school where the class leader becomes too bossy,
and other students start forming their own groups to avoid trouble.
Facts and Figures:

e The dollar dropped by 1.7% on April 3, 2025, marking its highest daily fall since November 2022.

e The US imposed new tariffs on April 2, despite a 90-day pause.

o The EU faces a 20% tariff on €380 billion ($416 billion) worth of exports to the US.
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e US-China tariff conflict led to price hikes in electronics, clothing, and household goods in the US.

o EU is exploring Indo-Pacific and Southeast Asian markets to counter US protectionism.
To wrap up, This article throws the spotlight on a world caught in the crossfire of US trade belligerence and
emerging global alliances. It captures a pivotal turning point in international economic affairs—where protectionism
might have dug a grave for the old economic giants, making room for a fresh and more balanced order. It's a must-
read for anyone aiming to decode where the winds of global economics are blowing.

THE GLOBAL SHIFT

Summary:
The world is undergoing a major shift in global power dynamics, and I’ve found it imperative to analyze how
emerging economies like China, India, Brazil, and South Africa are altering the foundations of international
governance. No longer does the West hold unchallenged dominance; instead, power is becoming increasingly
decentralized. What stands out is that this transformation isnot just economic, but ideological. The emerging powers
are advocating sustainable development, inclusive policies, and a departure from exploitative resource extraction.
China’s massive investment in renewable energy and India's focus on green technology symbolize a new era where
leadership is judged not by military might but by environmental responsibility and economic inclusivity.
This shift, however, brings both promise and peril. The anxiety in Western capitals about China's rising influence
reflects a deeper struggle to accept a multipolar world. While China’s model of cooperation offers a blueprint for
many developing nations, its disregard for certain‘international norms remains a concern. Meanwhile, Pakistan, due
to its strategic location, stands at a crossroads. If we resolve our internal conflicts and position ourselves wisely, we
can benefit immensely from this transition. But doing so requires vision, unity, and timely action. As the Asian
century unfolds, I believe Pakistan must rise with it—or risk being sidelined.
Overview:
This article highlights the ongoing transformation of global power structures, where traditional Western dominance
is being replaced by a multipolar order led by China, Russia, and other emerging nations. It explores how sustainable
development, responsible governance, and environmental stewardship are becoming central to global leadership.
At the same time, it urges Pakistan to realign itself with evolving power centers to ensure its relevance and progress.
NOTES:
This article highlights the geopolitical transition from Western to Eastern dominance and emphasizes the rise of
multipolarity. For aspirants, the article provides critical intuitions into sustainable development policies, South-
South cooperation, BRICS leadership, and China's global strategy. The role of Pakistan in a changing world order
is also a significant takeaway, providing useful arguments for essay writing and analytical questions.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: Multipolarity, Rise of China and BRICS

e Pakistan Affairs: Geopolitics of Pakistan, Regional Alliances

e Environmental Science: Sustainable Development, Resource Management

e Current Affairs: Global Power Shift, South-South Cooperation
Notes for Beginners:
This article discusses how countries like China and India are becoming new global leaders. They are focusing on
clean energy and fair trade, unlike older powers like the US and Europe who once controlled the world economy.
For example, China is the top investor in solar energy, and India is working on green agriculture. The term
“multipolar” means no one country rules the world anymore—now there are many strong players. Pakistan, due to
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its location between China, India, and the Middle East, can benefit if it improves its internal politics and works with
these emerging powers.
Facts and Figures:

e China is the largest global investor in renewable energy.

¢ India is advancing in green hydrogen technology and sustainable farming.

e BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) are gaining influence in global financial

institutions.
e The shift to a multipolar world is now widely recognized in academic and strategic circles.

To wrap up, This article provides a timely reflection on a rapidly evolving global order. It urges developing nations,
particularly Pakistan, to adapt and align with new centers of power, emphasizing sustainability, cooperation, and
political vision. It’s a critical reminder that power is no longer about who shouts the loudest, but who
plans the smartest.
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Arab News Pakistan -

A WORKABLE CHARTER OF COUNTERTERRORISM IN PAKISTAN IS
IMPERATIVE FOR INTERNAL SECURITY

Summary:
Rising militancy in Pakistan poses a severe threat to internal security and foreign investment, highlighting the
urgency of a cohesive counterterrorism strategy. Despite efforts to address this menace, political disunity remains a
major impediment. With over 1,141 casualties from terror incidents reported between January 1 and March 16,
2025, the escalating violence, particularly in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, necessitates a robust,
intelligence-driven approach. However, merely focusing on kinetic measures without acknowledging the
importance of political and developmental strategies may only provide a temporary reprieve. The government
launched Vision ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ in June 2024 to reinvigorate counterterrorism efforts, but Islamabad’s inability
to diplomatically pressure the Taliban to sever ties with TTP and Baloch armed groups continues to frustrate its
efforts.
The persistence of militancy is compounded by the lack of political consensus, as highlighted by the opposition's
boycott of a pivotal security meeting on March 11, 2025. Despite the participation of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
the army chief, and the spy chief, the refusal of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf to support fresh military operations reflects
deep-seated political divisions. This polarization undermines the establishment of a unified counterterrorism charter
that can effectively address extremism, separatism,-and radicalization. As militancy thrives on political disunity, a
pragmatic and inclusive approach involving all political stakeholders, religious groups, and civil society
organizations is crucial for sustainable stability. The urgent task of drafting a comprehensive counterterrorism
charter cannot be achieved unless the political leadership prioritizes national security over partisan interests.
Overview:
This article discusses the critical need for aunified counterterrorism strategy in Pakistan to combat rising militancy,
particularly in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Despite the government's efforts under Vision ‘Azm-e-
Istehkam’, political polarization and the inability to secure cooperation from the Afghan Taliban continue to hinder
progress. The lack of consensus-among political parties has resulted in ineffective and short-term measures against
terrorism, emphasizing the need for a cohesive national counterterrorism charter.
NOTES:
Pakistan’s counterterrorism strategy is at a critical juncture due to increasing militant attacks, particularly in
Balochistan and KP. Vision ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ aims to enhance counterterrorism efforts through intelligence-driven
approaches, yet political divisions and diplomatic failures obstruct meaningful progress. Understanding Pakistan’s
internal security dynamics and the interplay between kinetic and non-kinetic measures is essential for aspirants.
Topics such as counterterrorism policies, national security challenges, provincial cooperation, and the role of
international diplomacy are key aspects to consider.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: National security, terrorism, counterterrorism policies, and inter-provincial cooperation.

e International Relations: Diplomatic engagement with Afghanistan, cross-border terrorism, and regional

security dynamics.
e Governance and Public Policy: Political polarization, policy implementation, and consensus-building.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan faces a serious challenge from increasing militancy, particularly in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
Militancy refers to violent or aggressive behavior by armed groups against the government or people. For example,
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Baloch armed groups are actively carrying out attacks. To combat this,
the government launched Vision ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ in June 2024, focusing on intelligence-driven efforts to stop
attacks before they happen. However, different political parties have not agreed on how to fight this issue, making
it hard to create a unified strategy. For instance, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party refused to support new military
operations, which weakens the country's overall efforts.
Facts and Figures:
e Over 1,141 Pakistanis were killed or injured in terror incidents between January 1 and March 16, 2025.
e The UN Security Council’s Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team reported in July 2024 that
Al-Qaeda provided training and funding to TTP for weapons.
e Vision ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ was launched by Pakistan in June 2024 to intensify counterterrorism efforts.
e Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, a major political party, boycotted a critical security meeting in March 2025.
e The growing nexus between Al-Qaeda and TTP in‘Afghanistan poses a severe threat to Pakistan’s security.
To wrap up, Pakistan’s struggle against militancy demands an all-encompassing approach that bridges political
divides and integrates diplomatic, military, and developmental strategies. While Vision ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’ marks a
commendable attempt to rejuvenate counterterrorism efforts, its success hinges on political unity and collaboration.
The absence of a cohesive strategy is a comfort to militant groups and a concern for citizens yearning for security.
To ensure lasting peace, the political leadership must transcend petty rivalries and craft a comprehensive
counterterrorism charter grounded in unity and pragmatism.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Kinetic: Relating to motion; here, it refers to active, forceful measures against militancy. (Synonyms:
Active, Dynamic. Antonyms: Passive, Static)
e Revamping: Improving or restructuring something to make it more efficient. (Synonyms: Reorganizing,
Overhauling. Antonyms: Maintaining, Neglecting)
e Nexus: A connection or series of connections linking two or more things. (Synonyms: Link, Bond.
Antonyms: Disconnection, Separation)
e Discord: Disagreement or conflict between people or groups. (Synonyms: Conflict, Strife. Antonyms:
Harmony, Accord)
e  Transnational: Extending or operating across national boundaries. (Synonyms: International, Cross-border.
Antonyms: Domestic, National)

REGIONOMICS: SOUTH ASIA CAN TURN THE TIDE ON TRUMP
TARIFFS

Summary:

The US-led tariff war, ignited under President Trump's administration, has struck a nerve in South Asia, inflicting
economic distress across the region. With staggering tariffs—up to 44% on countries like Sri Lanka and around
30% on others including Pakistan and India—the region faces a dire trade imbalance and potential loss of billions
in exports. The article argues that the temporary pause in these tariffs shouldn’t lull South Asia into inaction. Rather,
it must wake up to the neglected potential of regional integration. Despite being home to over two billion people
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and a $5 trillion economy, South Asia’s intra-regional trade remains pitifully low at just 5%. In contrast, blocs like
the EU and ASEAN trade robustly within their regions, highlighting South Asia’s failure to tap into its own
backyard.

The piece powerfully advocates for turning crisis into opportunity through "regionomics"—a collaborative
economic response to the tariffs that can soften the blow and help reimagine regional cooperation. The potential is
undeniable: intra-regional trade could triple from $23 billion to $67 billion by merely reducing trade barriers. But
political tensions, especially between India and Pakistan, have long crippled SAARC, the regional cooperation
body. The writer proposes a pragmatic step forward—Iet other SAARC members convene a meeting to explore
economic integration and revive the dormant spirit of collective progress. With the Trump. tariffs looming like a
Damoclean sword, the time is ripe for South Asia to stop undercutting its own growth and start investing in its
shared economic future.

Overview:

This article looks into the economic shockwaves of the US-imposed tariffs on South Asia and underscores the urgent
need for a regional trade strategy. It examines how interlinked economies, when fragmented, become vulnerable,
and how unity can offer economic resilience and diplomatic leverage in the global order.

NOTES:

This article is valuable for understanding the intersection of international economic policy and regional cooperation.
It highlights the weaknesses of South Asia’s trade ecosystem‘and makes a case for economic integration. Aspirants
should extract insights on how external shocks (like tariffs) affect regional economies, and how SAARC's dormancy
hampers collective progress.

Related CSS Syllabus Topics:

Pakistan Affairs: Regional Cooperation and SAARC

Current Affairs: Global Economic Challenges

e International Relations: US Foreign Trade Policy

e Economics: Regional Trade and Economic Integration
Notes for Beginners:
South Asia, with over 2 billion people, trades very little among its own countries—only 5% of total trade is regional,
while others like the EU do nearly 70%. The US recently imposed heavy taxes on imports from this region, meaning
goods from countries like Pakistan and India became more expensive in American markets. This could cost South
Asia around $40 billion. But the region has a way out: if countries trade more with each other, they can reduce
losses and grow stronger together. For example, if Pakistan and India improved trade ties, their current trade of $2.5
billion could shoot up to $37 billion, according to the World Bank.
Facts and Figures:

e US tariffs: 44% on Sri Lanka, 37% on Bangladesh, 29% on Pakistan/Nepal, 26% on India

e South Asia’s exports to US in 2024: $83.6 billion

e South Asia’s imports from US in 2024: $43.8 billion

e Intra-South Asia trade: Only 5% of regional trade

e Potential intra-regional trade: From $23 billion to $67 billion

e Pakistan-India trade potential: $37 billion vs current $2.5 billion
To wrap up, This article is a wake-up call for South Asia to shed its disunity and adopt economic pragmatism. The
Trump tariffs, though disruptive, offer a golden chance to rethink regional alliances. Only by building bridges, not
walls, can South Asia weather global shocks and unlock prosperity rooted in cooperation rather than competition.
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RESETTING PAKISTAN-AFGHANISTAN TIES

Summary:
The article lays bare the shifting sands of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, tracing the highs and lows of diplomatic
engagement in recent years. After a dramatic spike in cross-border terrorism—primarily attributed to the Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) finding safe haven under the Taliban regime—Pakistan found itself caught between a rock
and a hard place. Gone were the hopes that Taliban rule would stabilize the western frontier. Instead, Islamabad was
forced to bite the bullet and respond with a mix of airstrikes, trade restrictions, public condemnations, and refugee
repatriations to turn up the heat on Kabul. However, those aggressive tactics did little to shake the Taliban into
action, prompting Pakistan to shift gears toward a more diplomatic, carrot-and-stick approach—paving the way for
Deputy PM Ishaq Dar’s recent visit to Kabul.
The high-level talks tackled a range of issues, from security to trade and connectivity, with renewed pledges to curb
militant movement. Notably, the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) and the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade
Agreement (APTTA) signal a possible thaw in icy relations, opening doors for economic revival. Still, the Taliban’s
tepid response to Pakistan’s core security concerns remains the elephant in the room. While Islamabad hasn’t
shelved the “stick,” it now appears keen to give diplomacy another go, understanding well that resetting ties is not
a switch you flip but a process that demands persistence and prudence.
Overview:
The article outlines Pakistan’s evolving policy toward Afghanistan, especially in the wake of rising terrorist threats
from the TTP operating across the border. It looks into both the coercive and diplomatic measures adopted by
Pakistan and highlights recent progress in trade negotiations and diplomatic re-engagement through high-level
visits. It underscores the fragility of this reset and the conditions necessary for long-term stability.
NOTES:
This article is a goldmine for understanding Pakistan’s foreign policy, regional security dynamics, and diplomatic
strategies. It highlights the shift from a coercive approach to a nuanced diplomatic engagement with Afghanistan.
Students should observe how Islamabad juggled hard pewer (airstrikes, restrictions) with soft diplomacy (bilateral
trade talks, refugee protection mechanisms). Such strategic pivots and diplomatic maneuvers are crucial in Pakistan
Affairs and Current Affairs papers, especially under regional and international relations headings.
CSS Subjects/Topics Related:

e Pakistan Affairs (Foreign policy, border security, Pak-Afghan relations)

o International Relations (Diplomatic strategy, conflict resolution, regional geopolitics)

o | Current Affairs (Counterterrorism policy, cross-border militancy, refugee issues)
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about how Pakistan and Afghanistan are trying to improve their relationship after facing serious
issues like terrorism and trade disputes. After the Taliban took over Afghanistan, Pakistan hoped things would get
better. But instead; militant attacks increased. Pakistan tried using force but later chose to talk things out. Leaders
from both sides met and discussed ways to improve trade and stop attacks. For example, they agreed to new trade
deals and set up a helpline for Afghan refugees. But challenges still remain, especially about controlling terrorism
from across the border.
Facts and Figures:

e 2024 marked the deadliest year in almost a decade for Pakistani security forces.

e Pakistani airstrikes on Afghan territory occurred as late as December 2024.

e The Pakistan-Afghanistan Joint Coordination Committee met for the first time after a 15-month hiatus.

e Two major trade agreements (PTA and APTTA) were finalized during Dar’s 2025 Kabul visit.
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To sum up, This article captures the ongoing tug-of-war between diplomacy and deterrence in Pakistan’s dealings
with Afghanistan. It reveals the hard truth that peace with a neighbor steeped in instability requires both grit and
grace. While the road ahead remains steep and strewn with obstacles, Pakistan’s measured shift back to dialogue,
without dropping its guard, offers a pragmatic path forward.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Escalating — increasing rapidly (Syn: intensifying, Ant: diminishing)
Repatriation — returning someone to their own country (Syn: return, Ant: exile)
Coercive — involving force or threats (Syn: forceful, Ant: permissive)

Friction — tension or conflict (Syn: discord, Ant: harmony)

Kinetic — related to physical action (Syn: active, Ant: passive)
Sanctuary — place of safety (Syn: refuge, Ant: danger zone)

Hiatus — break or interruption (Syn: pause, Ant: continuation)
Diplomatic — involving negotiation (Syn: tactful, Ant: confrontational)

IS THE INDUS WATERS TREATY REALLY UNDER THREAT?

Summary:

The recent tension between India and Pakistan has placed the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 in a perilous spotlight.
India's unilateral announcement to suspend the treaty following a terror attack in Kashmir has triggered alarm across
South Asia. Pakistan, heavily reliant on the river waters for agriculture and livelihood, has responded firmly,
warning that any violation could amount to an act of war. Despite the history of wars between the two nations, the
treaty had remained intact, symbolizing a rate thread of cooperation. Yet, India's move, lacking any legal standing
under international law and the Vienna Convention of 1969, now threatens to unravel a carefully maintained
balance. This escalation, taking place between two nuclear-armed neighbors, not only endangers South Asian
stability but also echoes dangerously into Gulf security, prompting Saudi Arabia and other regional players to step
in for mediation.

The deeper undercurrents reveal that India’s decision may stem more from political maneuvering than genuine
security concerns. Allegations of Pakistan’s involvement in the Pahalgam incident are being viewed with
skepticism, with many suggesting a false flag operation aimed at gaining international sympathy and creating
internal pressures on Pakistan. The Kashmir dispute, simmering since 1947 and exacerbated by India's 2019
abrogation of Kashmir’s autonomy, remains the core issue feeding these tensions. The world must recognize that
the collapse of the Indus Waters Treaty could be catastrophic, not only by threatening millions of livelihoods but by
triggering a broader conflict. As nuclear safeguards between India and Pakistan are less stringent than those between
Cold War adversaries, the need for international intervention to cool tempers is urgent before a crisis spirals beyond
control.

Overview:

This article highlights the grave threat to the Indus Waters Treaty following India’s unilateral suspension
announcement, explores the regional security risks involving two nuclear-armed neighbors, and underscores the
necessity for international mediation to prevent catastrophic consequences.

NOTES:
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The article deeply engages with critical issues of international law, water rights, regional security, nuclear
deterrence, and foreign policy strategies. Aspirants must understand the interconnectedness between unresolved
territorial disputes like Kashmir and broader security dynamics. It also emphasizes the significance of treaties under
international law, referencing the Vienna Convention. Moreover, the article offers insight into false flag operations
as political tools and the role of regional powers like Saudi Arabia in conflict resolution. Students should be able to
connect this analysis to global patterns of conflict management, diplomatic interventions, and international dispute
resolution mechanisms.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e International Law Pakistan Affairs Current Affairs International Relations Environmental Science
Notes for Beginners:
The Indus Waters Treaty is a legal agreement signed between India and Pakistan in 1960 to fairly share the water
from rivers flowing between them. Imagine two farmers agreeing to share a river that passes through both their
lands; if one farmer suddenly builds a dam and stops the flow, it violates the agreement and causes harm to the
other. Similarly, India’s announcement to suspend the treaty without mutual consent breaks international norms and
laws like the Vienna Convention, which says treaties must be followed in good faith. This situation becomes more
dangerous because both India and Pakistan have nuclear weapons, and any serious conflict can endanger millions.
Moreover, unresolved issues like Kashmir continue to fuel mistrust. Just as neighbors fighting over land can
sometimes lead to bigger troubles, India and Pakistan’s conflict over Kashmir and water rights can cause larger
wars affecting entire regions like South Asia and the Gulf.
Facts and Figures:

e Indus Waters Treaty was signed in 1960 under World Bank supervision

e The treaty has survived two wars between India and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971

e 00 percent of Pakistan’s population depends on agriculture linked to the Indus waters

e India's population is five times larger than Pakistan’s, but nuclear capabilities are nearly matched

e The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 1969 mandates that treaties must be observed in good faith

o False flag operations have been historically used to manipulate public opinion, seen in several conflicts

globally

To sum up, This article paints a stark warning about the fragile peace maintained by the Indus Waters Treaty and
the grave risks posed by its potential collapse. Beyond water distribution, it ties into broader issues of national
survival, regional security, and the shadow of nuclear conflict. It urges the international community to recognize
the explosive consequences of escalating Indo-Pak tensions and calls for immediate diplomatic efforts to safeguard
peace and stability in South Asia and beyond.

MODI'S POLITICAL PLAYBOOK: A THREAT TO REGIONAL PEACE

Summary:

In this thought-provoking piece, I reflect on how Modi's political playbook is jeopardizing regional peace through
calculated nationalism that masks deeper domestic failures. The article draws powerful parallels between Ayn
Rand’s idea of tribalism and India's regression into aggressive, power-centric politics. Modi’s government, rather
than upholding the democratic spirit embodied in India’s anthem and constitution, manipulates national sentiment
by stoking fear and externalizing blame, particularly toward Pakistan. Through false flag operations, the exploitation
of anti-Pakistan rhetoric before elections, and the suppression of civil liberties at home, Modi's regime has adopted
a dangerous political strategy that not only weakens India’s democratic fabric but also heightens regional instability.
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Despite promises of progress and unity, what we see is a steady descent into authoritarianism, intolerance, and
international provocation, especially in conflict-prone areas like Kashmir.

The article further exposes how Pakistan finds itself consistently provoked and misrepresented, particularly through
India's covert actions and propaganda. It highlights Pakistan’s hope for regional trade and prosperity, a vision often
thwarted by India’s electoral tactics and military posturing. Yet, amid this troubling landscape, a new wave of Indian
citizen awareness, seen especially on social media, offers a glimmer of hope. People are beginning to question state
narratives and military operations, signaling a possible shift toward internal accountability. The article ultimately
argues that South Asia’s economic future hinges on mutual peace, and that the world must not turn a blind eye to
Modi’s authoritarian drift, as it threatens not just India’s internal cohesion but the broader peace in the region.

Overview:
This article critically analyzes Narendra Modi’s political strategy, which increasingly weaponizes nationalism to
achieve electoral gains at the cost of regional harmony. Drawing from philosophical and historical perspectives, it
questions the legitimacy of India’s current democratic claims and warns of the consequences of unchecked political
aggression.
NOTES:
This article PROVIDES solid examples of how nationalism is used as a political instrument, especially during
election seasons, and discusses India's alleged support for separatism in Balochistan, which candidates should be
well-versed in. It connects philosophical ideas, such as those of Ayn Rand, with real-time geopolitical developments,
giving aspirants an advanced lens to analyze current affairs. Moreover, the discussion around suppressed civil
liberties and the erosion of democratic institutions is relevant for understanding authoritarian trends in South Asia.
This article equips aspirants with analytical depth and relevant data to craft persuasive arguments in exams.
Relevant CSS syllabus or subject:

o Current Affairs: Regional security dynamics in South Asia

e Pakistan Affairs: India-Pakistan relations, Balochistan issue, border trade

o International Relations: Nationalism, authoritarianism, and power politics

e Political Science: Democratic backsliding, state propaganda, and civil liberties

e Philosophy (Optional): Influence of Ayn Rand’s and Orwell’s political ideas
Notes for Beginners:
This article highlights how nationalism, though often seen as patriotic, can become dangerous when used to hide a
country's failures. Modi’s government, for instance, uses aggressive speech and actions toward Pakistan to win
elections and distract from domestic problems like poverty and unemployment. A clear example of this is seen
during Indian elections, where tensions with Pakistan mysteriously escalate. Also, civil liberties such as freedom of
speech and press are being silenced. For example, critical journalists and intellectuals are either jailed or intimidated.
Another fact is that 700,000 Indian troops are stationed in Kashmir, yet security lapses remain—a point now
questioned by Indian citizens themselves. Understanding how internal politics affect international peace is
important in today’s world.
Facts and Figures:

e 700,000 Indian troops are stationed in Kashmir

e 91.3% of Pakistan’s border remains inactive for trade

e India’s elections are often preceded by cross-border provocations

e BJP suffered a setback in Bihar, triggering new political tactics

e South Asia’s prosperity hinges on regional peace and economic cooperation
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To wrap up, This article is a powerful critique of how political strategies rooted in fear and division can endanger
not just national integrity but also international stability. It is a timely reminder for Pakistan and the global
community to watch the evolving political landscape in India with caution, and to work toward a more peaceful,
cooperative South Asia.
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The Express Tribune -

A NEW GREAT GAME IN AFGHANISTAN?

Summary:
Once again, Afghanistan is the battleground of global power politics, where old rivalries are being repackaged
under the guise of humanitarian efforts and diplomatic engagement. The Trump administration, fresh in its second
tenure, seems bent on clawing back influence in the war-ravaged nation—not by boots on the ground but through
calculated soft power moves. The recent release of an American tourist became a golden opportunity to revive
ties, as high-ranking officials like Zalmay Khalilzad tiptoed into Taliban-led Kabul under the banner of goodwill.
Beneath the surface, however, lies a more strategic play: a renewed interest in.the Bagram airbase, which once
served as America’s nerve center in the region. Trump’s veiled ambition isn’t just about mending fences; it’s about
regaining strategic leverage in a region where friends are few and stakes are high.
As the curtain rises on this “new Great Game,” Pakistan stands at a delicate crossroads. The looming shadow of
U.S. interests, coupled with a shaky internal landscape and an unpredictable Taliban regime, sets the stage for
fresh tensions. With whispers of possible U.S. intentions to monitor or even influence Pakistan’s nuclear security,
Islamabad must tighten its belt and get its house in order. The Taliban, still diplomatically sidelined, may be
tempted by American offers—ranging from global recognition to military perks—in exchange for access to Bagram.
If that deal goes through, it could alter the power dynamics of South and Central Asia. The ghosts of past invasions
still linger, but history shows Afghanistan’s ground is no easy prize. This unfolding drama may just be the prologue
to a deeper, more complex geopolitical saga.
Overview:
The article sheds light on the shifting strategic dynamics in Afghanistan as the U.S. re-engages with the Taliban
under President Trump’s new administration. By analyzing the renewed American interest in the Bagram airbase
and the Taliban’s potential cooperation, the piece explores implications for regional players—especially Pakistan—
and situates these moves within the broader historical pattern of foreign interventions in Afghanistan.
NOTES:
This article gives deep insight into how strategic assets like Bagram airbase become pivot points in international
diplomacy. It also touches upon issues like soft power, foreign policy realignments, nuclear security concerns, and
Pakistan’s regional challenges. The article highlights the need to analyze foreign policy not just through official
narratives, but also through the lens of historical continuity and strategic interests.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e  Current Affairs: U.S. foreign policy in South Asia, Pak-Afghan relations

e Pakistan Affairs: Security of Pakistan's nuclear arsenal, internal stability

e International Relations: Geopolitics of Central Asia, diplomacy and strategic bases

e International Law: Recognition of regimes, soft power strategies
Notes for beginners:
This article discusses how the U.S. is trying to regain influence in Afghanistan without starting another war. The
U.S. sent officials to talk with the Taliban and used the release of an American as a way to start friendly discussions.
The goal is to get access again to a key airbase called Bagram, which the U.S. used before its troops left in 2021.
The U.S. may offer help, money, or recognition to the Taliban in return. This matters a lot to Pakistan, because if
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the U.S. sets up in Afghanistan again, it could watch Pakistan closely, especially its nuclear weapons. Pakistan must
stay strong and united to face this challenge. Historically, big powers like Britain, the USSR, and the U.S. have all
tried to control Afghanistan, but none succeeded easily. For example, after 9/11, the U.S. used money to get tribal
leaders to support it. Now, it may use aid and diplomacy instead of military action.
Facts and Figures:

e The U.S. left behind approximately $80 billion worth of weapons in 2021

e Bagram airbase was the main U.S. military hub in Afghanistan

e Taliban regained control of Kabul in August 2021

e Zalmay Khalilzad led the new U.S. diplomatic mission to Kabul in March 2025

e The Taliban government is still not officially recognized by most countries
To sum up, In the theatre of international politics, Afghanistan is once again under the spotlight as global actors
rehearse old scripts with new dialogues. The new Great Game is no less complex than its predecessor, and for
countries like Pakistan, the stakes are sky-high. As power plays unfold behind the diplomatic curtain, this article
serves as a timely reminder that history often rhymes—even if it doesn’t repeat itself word for word.

Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Legitimacy — Lawful or accepted status; validity. (Syn: authenticity | Ant: invalidity)
e Emancipation — Liberation or freedom, especially from social or political restrictions (Syn: liberation | Ant:
enslavement)
e Thaw — Easing of strained relations (Syn:/relaxation | Ant: escalation)
e Carrots — Incentives offered to persuade (Syn:enticement | Ant: threat)
e Strategic leverage — Advantage in positioning or negotiation (Syn: dominance | Ant: vulnerability)
e Geopolitical — Related to politics influenced by geography (Syn: global-political | Ant: domestic)
e Coercive — Using force or threats (Syn: forceful | Ant: voluntary)
e Isolation — The state of being cut off diplomatically (Syn: seclusion | Ant: engagement)
e Resurgence — A revival or comeback (Syn: renewal | Ant: decline)
e Command hierarchy — Chain of authority (Syn: leadership structure | Ant: disorder)

ABANDONED US EQUIPMENT AND AFGHANISTAN'S BAGRAM BASE

Summary:

The article looks into the critical issue of the vast arsenal the United States left behind in Afghanistan after its
abrupt withdrawal.in August 2021. As per recent diplomatic talks between the US and Pakistan, a consensus has
been reached in principle to tackle the menace posed by these weapons, now in the hands of groups like the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). These arms, including lethal sniper rifles like Panther LRT and M24, have been
used in deadly assaults against Pakistan's security forces. The author sheds light on the alarming scale of
abandonment—valued at approximately $7.2 billion—comprising hundreds of thousands of weapons, advanced
surveillance equipment, and aerial systems. The Taliban reportedly captured over 300,000 small arms and 26,000
heavy weapons, with some even being repaired and reused. This proliferation has emboldened not only the TTP
but also other militant outfits, reshaping the regional security dynamics.
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Furthermore, the piece of writing explores the multifaceted challenges of retrieving this equipment. The Taliban
have shown no willingness to return the assets, and the US, reluctant to recognize the IEA formally, finds itself in
a diplomatic quandary. The article recounts recent events such as the Kabul visit by US envoy Zalmay Khalilzad,
which focused on prisoner release but also subtly broached the subject of arms retrieval. The sociopolitical fabric
of the Taliban, driven by the ethos of 'Muslim Pashtunwali', remains an insurmountable barrier to any foreign
military re-entry, especially regarding Bagram base. The author argues that the possibility of regaining access to
Bagram is far-fetched, given the deep-rooted ideological resistance within the Qandahari-led Taliban ranks. The
path forward, fraught with geopolitical interests and ideological rifts, demands intricate diplomacy and perhaps
financial enticement, yet the road is anything but smooth.
Overview:
This article highlights the alarming fallout from the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, focusing on the proliferation
of advanced American weaponry among terrorist factions. It outlines the regional security implications, the
diplomatic standoff, and the sociological barriers rooted in Taliban ideology that hinder equipment retrieval and
strategic cooperation.
NOTES:
This article provides firsthand insight into post-US withdrawal regional challenges, the rise in TTP attacks due to
sophisticated weaponry, and the intricacies of diplomatic engagements with the Taliban-led Afghanistan.
Candidates should take note of the figures cited, such as the $7.2 billion worth of abandoned equipment and the
300,000 small arms captured by the Taliban. This narrative can be used to argue the implications of faulty
withdrawal strategies in global power politics and how nen-state actors benefit from such geopolitical vacuumes. It
also illustrates the strategic use of diplomacy versus hard power in dealing with unrecognized regimes.
Relevant CSS Syllabus topics:

e International Relations

e Pakistan Affairs

e Current Affairs

e Strategic and Defence Studies

e US Foreign Policy
How it relates:
It relates to International Relations through its focus on bilateral diplomacy and arms control.
Pakistan Affairs are covered through the direct impact of TTP's activities within Pakistan.
Current Affairs relevance stems from real-time developments in US-Afghan-Pak ties. It also touches upon Strategic
and Defence Studies by addressing the implications of abandoned military hardware and discusses US foreign
policy post-withdrawal.
Notes for beginners:
After the US military exited Afghanistan in 2021, they left behind a massive cache of weapons, valued at over 7
billion dollars. These included guns, vehicles, helicopters, and sensitive equipment like night-vision devices. Many
of these items were captured by the Taliban, who refused to return them, claiming them as spoils of war. Groups
like the TTP are now using these advanced weapons in attacks against Pakistani forces. For example, powerful
sniper rifles like the M24 are being used by militants. The US wants to get these weapons back but cannot even
talk to the Taliban government formally since they don’t recognize them. This situation is made more complex by
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the strong tribal and religious values of the Taliban, especially the Qandahari group, who see foreign presence as
an insult to their honor and ideology.
Facts and figures:

e Estimated worth of abandoned US arms in Afghanistan: 7.2 billion dollars

e Weapons left behind: 600,000

e Small arms captured by Taliban: 300,000

e Heavy weapons seized: 26,000

e Aircraft and helicopters destroyed: over 100

e Sniper rifles used by TTP: Panther LRT and M24

e Date of US-Pakistan call: April 4, 2025

e Date of article: April 10, 2025
To wrap up, This article provides a sobering look at the unintended consequences of rapid military withdrawals
and the dangers of leaving high-tech arms in unstable regions. It blends geopolitical analysis with ground realities,
warning of the growing threat these weapons pose when wielded by militants. It calls for smart diplomacy,
strategic planning, and nuanced understanding of local ideclogies to prevent further destabilization in the region.

Difficult words and meanings:
e Parley — formal discussion between enemies or opposing sides
e Synonym — negotiation, dialogue
e Antonym — silence, conflict
e largesse — generous giving of gifts or money
e Synonym — bounty, philanthropy
e Antonym — greed, stinginess
e Puritanical — strictly moral in behavior or beliefs
e Synonym — austere, rigid
e Antonym — permissive, lenient
e Transactional — based on business or mutual benefits
e Synonym — commercial, pragmatic
e Antonym — emotional, idealistic
e | Sociological —relating to the structure and development of human society
e Synonym — societal, cultural
e Antonym —individualistic, personal
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HARD OUTSIDE, SOFT INSIDE

Summary:

In his thoughtful commentary, Shahzad Chaudhry walks a tightrope between realism and aspiration, urging
Pakistan to adopt a dual approach—"hard on the outside, soft inside." While acknowledging India's strategic gains
over the past few decades, he emphasizes the need for Pakistan to learn from its rival’s resolve and unity. India,
he argues, has created the "liberty of action" by stabilizing its internal chaos and cleverly outsourcing disruption
to its neighbors. Pakistan, in contrast, has been bogged down by internal dissent, refugee burdens, and a lethargic
approach to governance. The writer underscores that the time for passive tolerance is over—now the state must
act decisively against external threats and internal chaos, all while handling its citizens with care, dignity, and
inclusion.

He further dissects the complex socio-political matrix of Kashmir and Balochistan, drawing a clear line between
secessionist conflict and governance issues. While Kashmir remains a hotbed of international dispute, Balochistan
presents an internal challenge, one that can be tackled through political inclusion and socioeconomic uplift. The
article draws attention to the Afghan refugee conundrum, criticizing decades of strategic leniency that have
allowed criminal and militant elements to fester. Ultimately, Chaudhry calls for a national strategy rooted in
realism: firm at the frontiers, empathetic at home. Only then, he argues, can Pakistan unshackle itself from reactive
policy-making and carve out its own space in a competitive geopolitical landscape.

Overview:

The article explores Pakistan’s internal and external challenges, contrasting India’s strategic assertiveness with
Pakistan’s reactive and lenient approach. It emphasizes the need for internal reforms, firm border management,
and a careful distinction between dissent and militancy. The core message advocates adopting a strategy that is
hard and defensive in international posturing but soft and inclusive towards domestic grievances.

NOTES:

This article blends geopolitical strategy with internal security, making it ideal for essay writing, current affairs
analysis, and paper Il'in International Relations. The distinction between Kashmir and Balochistan, the refugee
burden, and India's eastern orientation offer valuable talking points. Chaudhry's idea of "liberty of action" is a
useful conceptin understanding strategic autonomy. Use his argument on balancing force with empathy to critique
both Pakistan’s and India’s security frameworks. Quotes like “hard outside, soft inside” can serve as strong thesis
statements in argumentative essays.

Related CSS Syllabus Topics:

e  Pakistan Affairs: Internal security challenges, Balochistan conflict, Kashmir dispute

e International Relations: Indo-Pak relations, regional diplomacy, proxy warfare

e Current Affairs: Border security, Afghan refugee policy, national governance

e Strategic Studies: Liberty of action, hybrid warfare, national power projection

Notes for Beginners:

e “Hard outside, soft inside” means Pakistan should be strict at its borders and against terrorism, but kind
and fair with its own citizens. For example, instead of using force in Balochistan, the government should
create jobs, invest in education, and listen to local concerns.

e India gained global recognition by improving internal security and shifting its focus eastward, aiming to
become an economic giant. In contrast, Pakistan is still dealing with problems like Afghan refugees,
terrorism, and governance issues that need urgent fixing.
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o The article highlights that Afghan refugees, numbering millions, have lived in Pakistan for over 40 years.
Some of them have unfortunately contributed to crime and instability, which is why the writer says the
time has come for Pakistan to act firmly.

e India handled unrest through a mix of strategies: diplomacy, legal tools, military power, and intelligence.
Pakistan should also use all these options to regain control and restore peace internally.

Facts and Figures:
e India has deployed one of the largest military forces per capita in Kashmir, a sign of its aggressive control.
o Millions of Afghan refugees have stayed in Pakistan since the 1980s, influencing social and economic
dynamics.
e India redirected its focus eastwards for economic integration while maintaining pressure on Pakistan
through hybrid means.

To sum up, This article isn’t just a critique of Pakistan’s security policies—it’s a wake-up call. The article offers a
roadmap that blends firmness with compassion, strategy with realism. In a world driven by calculated diplomacy
and power play, Pakistan must stop playing catch-up-and start setting the rules of its own game. The key lies in
recognizing dissent, engaging it politically, and being ruthless only with those who pick up arms. That’s how nations
grow strong—outside and within.

Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Continuum — something that keeps on going without clear divisions (Syn: sequence, Ant: break)
e Disaffection — dissatisfaction with authority (Syn: discontent, Ant: loyalty)
e Anachronistic — outdated or belonging to a different time (Syn: obsolete, Ant: modern)
e laissez-faire —a hands-off or non-interfering policy (Syn: nonintervention, Ant: regulation)
e Kinetic —involving motion or activity, especially physical (Syn: dynamic, Ant: static)
e Supplicate - to beg or earnestly ask (Syn: plead, Ant: demand)
o Milieu — environment or setting (Syn: background, Ant: isolation)
e _Proxy —someone who acts on behalf of another (Syn: surrogate, Ant: principal)
e  Nemesis — long-standing rival or source of downfall (Syn: adversary, Ant: ally)
e  Placate — to calm or pacify (Syn: appease, Ant: provoke)
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UNITED STATES AND THE NEW WORLD TRADE DISORDER

Summary:
The tide of global trade has taken a sharp turn, with President Trump lighting the fuse on what might be the most
disruptive trade war in modern times. What once was a U.S.-led, rules-based trade order has now become a
battlefield of economic nationalism, tariffs, and arm-twisting diplomacy. Trump’s sweeping tariff plan—wrapped
in rhetoric about reviving the American dream and protecting jobs—has sparked chaos in world markets, shaved
trillions off stock valuations, and invited backlash from trading partners. His executive order to slap tariffs on nearly
every U.S. import, escalating the annual tariff bill from $78 billion to over $1 trillion;»was sold as economic
liberation but looked more like economic isolation. The move ruffled feathers across financial circles and provoked
a firestorm of criticism, with many seeing it as a self-inflicted wound dressed in patriotism.
While the White House spun this as tough love and a necessary adjustment, the financial world was far from
convinced. Markets took a nosedive, with the Dow dropping from a peak-of 45,000 to 38,000 in mere months,
wiping out $6 trillion. Trump's vision appears to be a shift from mutual cooperation to muscle-flexing, where the
strong rewrite the rules and the weak scramble for cover. Critics likened the tariffs to playing with fire in a
haystack—short-term bravado with long-term peril. Although Trump briefly backpedaled with a 90-day tariff
holiday, financial experts warned of a looming recession, pegging the risk at 60% if the measures weren't reversed.
As America tightens its grip on the global economy, this trade crusade seems less about justice and more about
dominance in an increasingly fractured world order.
Overview:
This article analyzes President Trump's aggressive trade policies that abandoned decades of U.S.-led free trade
principles. It highlights the economie.chaos, market instability, and global discontent resulting from his sweeping
tariff impositions.
NOTES:
This article unpacks the shift from cooperative multilateralism to economic coercion, a concept critical in
understanding global power transitions. Candidates should note how Trump’s unilateral tariffs contradicted WTO
norms, potentially undermining global economic institutions. The article also highlights how such protectionist
moves can trigger market volatility and economic recessions, a relevant discussion point under global economic
governance, trade wars, and U.S. hegemony.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e International Relations (U.S. Foreign Policy, Global Trade Order)

e Current Affairs (Global Economic Trends, Recession Risks)

e International Political Economy (Tariff Wars, Economic Nationalism)

o  Pakistan Affairs (Indirectly linked through global trade shifts)
Notes for Beginners:
For a beginner, imagine the global trade system like a giant marketplace where countries exchange goods under
agreed rules. The U.S., traditionally the head of this market, decided to change the rules without consensus—like
a shopkeeper suddenly doubling prices without warning. Trump’s decision to tax imported goods meant everyday
items like cars or electronics became more expensive, not just for foreign sellers but for American buyers too. The
tariff jump from $78 billion to over $1 trillion is a massive economic shock. This triggered panic in stock markets—
similar to investors pulling their money out when they see danger ahead. The idea was to bring jobs back to the
U.S., but the risk of a recession grew, with JP Morgan estimating a 60% chance it might hit in 2025.
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Facts and Figures:

e Tariff impact rose from $78 billion (2024) to over $1 trillion

e Dow Jones dropped from 45,000 to 38,000

e S6 trillion wiped from stock markets

e Recession risk at 60% (JP Morgan prediction)

e Auto tariffs increased by 25%

e Baseline tariffs ranged from 1% to 40% globally
To wrap up, This article paints a striking portrait of how a single nation's policies can shake the foundations of
global economic order. It is a cautionary tale about the cost of wielding economic power recklessly, where short-
term applause can lead to long-term instability. As students of politics and economics, it reminds us that global
leadership is built on trust and cooperation, not tariffs and threats.

Difficult Words and Meaning:
e Tariff — a tax on imported goods (Synonym: duty, levy; Antonym: subsidy)
e Primacy — the state of being the most important (Synonym: supremacy; Antonym: inferiority)
e Coercion — use of force to get someone to obey (Synonym: compulsion; Antonym: consent)
e Roiled — disturbed or stirred up (Synonym: agitated; Antonym: calmed)
e Reciprocal — mutual, done in return (Synonym: corresponding; Antonym: unequal)
e Intimidation — frightening someone to make them do something (Synonym: bullying; Antonym:
reassurance)

e Adjustment — small change to correct something (Synonym: modification; Antonym: stagnation)

UNITED STATES AND THE NEW WORLD TRADE DISORDER

Summary:

The tide of global trade has taken a sharp turn, with President Trump lighting the fuse on what might be the most
disruptive trade war in modern _times. What once was a U.S.-led, rules-based trade order has now become a
battlefield of economic nationalism, tariffs, and arm-twisting diplomacy. Trump’s sweeping tariff plan—wrapped
in rhetoric about reviving the American dream and protecting jobs—has sparked chaos in world markets, shaved
trillions off stock valuations, and invited backlash from trading partners. His executive order to slap tariffs on nearly
every U.S. import, escalating the annual tariff bill from $78 billion to over $1 trillion, was sold as economic
liberation but looked more like economic isolation. The move ruffled feathers across financial circles and provoked
a firestorm of criticism, with many seeing it as a self-inflicted wound dressed in patriotism.

While the White House spun this as tough love and a necessary adjustment, the financial world was far from
convinced. Markets took a nosedive, with the Dow dropping from a peak of 45,000 to 38,000 in mere months,
wiping out $6 trillion. Trump's vision appears to be a shift from mutual cooperation to muscle-flexing, where the
strong rewrite the rules and the weak scramble for cover. Critics likened the tariffs to playing with fire in a
haystack—short-term bravado with long-term peril. Although Trump briefly backpedaled with a 90-day tariff
holiday, financial experts warned of a looming recession, pegging the risk at 60% if the measures weren't reversed.
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As America tightens its grip on the global economy, this trade crusade seems less about justice and more about
dominance in an increasingly fractured world order.
Overview:
This article analyzes President Trump's aggressive trade policies that abandoned decades of U.S.-led free trade
principles. It highlights the economic chaos, market instability, and global discontent resulting from his sweeping
tariff impositions.
NOTES:
This article unpacks the shift from cooperative multilateralism to economic coercion, a concept critical in
understanding global power transitions. Candidates should note how Trump’s unilateral tariffs contradicted WTO
norms, potentially undermining global economic institutions. The article also highlights how such protectionist
moves can trigger market volatility and economic recessions, a relevant discussion point under global economic
governance, trade wars, and U.S. hegemony.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e International Relations (U.S. Foreign Policy, Global Trade Order)

e Current Affairs (Global Economic Trends, Recession Risks)

e International Political Economy (Tariff Wars, Economic Nationalism)

e Pakistan Affairs (Indirectly linked through global trade shifts)
Notes for Beginners:
For a beginner, imagine the global trade system like a giant marketplace where countries exchange goods under
agreed rules. The U.S., traditionally the head of this market, decided to change the rules without consensus—like
a shopkeeper suddenly doubling prices without warning. Trump’s decision to tax imported goods meant everyday
items like cars or electronics became more expensive, not just for foreign sellers but for American buyers too. The
tariff jump from S78 billion to over $1 trillion is a massive economic shock. This triggered panic in stock markets—
similar to investors pulling their money out when they see danger ahead. The idea was to bring jobs back to the
U.S., but the risk of a recession grew, with JP Morgan estimating a 60% chance it might hit in 2025.
Facts and Figures:

e Tariff impact rose from S78 billion (2024) to over S1 trillion

e Dow Jones dropped from 45,000 to 38,000

e S6trillion wiped from stock markets

e | Recession risk at 60% (JP Morgan prediction)

e  Auto tariffs increased by 25%

e Baseline tariffs.ranged from 1% to 40% globally
To wrap up, This article paints a striking portrait of how a single nation's policies can shake the foundations of
global economic order. It is a cautionary tale about the cost of wielding economic power recklessly, where short-
term applause can lead to long-term instability. As students of politics and economics, it reminds us that global
leadership is built on trust and cooperation, not tariffs and threats.
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OPPOSITION IN AFGHANISTAN

Summary:
As | reflect on Afghanistan’s evolving political dynamics, | see a nation caught between ideological rigidity and the
dire need for modern governance. The Taliban, now ruling as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA), is fractured
internally between the puritanical Qandahar faction and the more pragmatic Haggani network. While Qandahar
clings to a deeply religious worldview rooted in the era of the Khulafa-e-Rashideen, the Haqgganis play the
geopolitical game with a keen eye on international perceptions and alliances. Despite their differences, both
groups understand the importance of presenting unity. Meanwhile, the disjointed opposition—composed of
remnants of the Northern Alliance, diaspora activists, and former Republic loyalists—lacks the cohesion and
external backing to mount a significant challenge.
What alarms me most is not just the Taliban’s grip on power but their inability to transition from warfare to
responsible governance. Despite facing growing resistance from groups likeIS-K and NRF, the IEA’s main threat lies
in its own failure to evolve. Their oppressive stance on women’s rights, weak economy, and ambiguous handling
of TTP could eventually erode their rule. If the international community continues to stay passive and internal
factions fail to reconcile, the Emirate risks becoming a self-defeating experiment. For regional peace—especially
Pakistan’s stability—Afghanistan needs inclusivity, competent leadership, and most of all, a reality check that war
alone cannot sustain a state.
Overview:
This article analyzes Afghanistan’s internal power-dynamics, with emphasis on the ideological divide within the
Taliban, the fragmented nature of the opposition, and the potential implications for regional stability. It presents
a deep critique of the IEA’s governance, its rigidity, and its vulnerability to both internal dissent and external
manipulation.
NOTES:
This article is important for understanding regional geopolitics and Afghanistan’s internal security issues. It
highlights the security implications of Afghan instability. The article shows the complexity of post-conflict
governance and diplomacy. The ideological divergence within the Taliban is essential for political science
discussions, particularly in questions related to state-building, insurgency, and civil-military relations. It’s also
relevant for essay topics such as “The Future of Afghanistan and its Regional Impact” or “Post-War Governance
Challenges in the Muslim World.”
CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations — Regional conflicts, insurgency, post-war reconstruction

e Pakistan Affairs — Pakistan-Afghanistan border security, TTP relations, regional diplomacy

e Political Science — Statehood, governance vs. militancy, legitimacy of regimes

e Current Affairs — Afghan political crisis, human rights issues, IS-K insurgency
Notes for Beginners:
Afghanistan today is led by the Taliban under a group called the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA). But the Taliban
isn’t a single, unified group. Two major factions exist: one led from Qandahar that strictly follows old religious
rules, and another from Paktia that tries to deal smartly with other countries. Think of it like a strict parent and a
friendly older sibling trying to lead the same household. On the other side, small groups of former Afghan soldiers,
leaders, and tribal fighters try to resist, but they’re scattered and not well-supported. Groups like I1S-K are more
dangerous because they carry out deadly attacks. But the biggest issue is that the Taliban are not good at running
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a country. They’re like warriors trying to run a business—they don’t know how to deliver services, protect rights,
or build an economy, which could lead to their downfall.
Facts and Figures:

e Since 2022, 22 armed groups operate under the Afghan Freedom Front (AFF) in 26 provinces

e NRF and IS-K are the two main armed opposition groups

¢ NRF claims territorial control in Panjshir, Badakhshan, Takhar, and Baghlan

e Opposition leaders include Yasin Zia, Ahmed Massoud, and Ahmed Zia Massoud

e |S-K draws recruits from Tajik-dominated areas and targets Taliban forces
To sum up, The article provides a clear-eyed view into Afghanistan’s troubled present and uncertain future. It’s not
merely about Taliban rule—it’s about the dangers of ideological rigidity, failed governance, and fragmented
opposition. As the region watches closely, one thing is certain: Afghanistan’s internal unity or disunity will have
direct consequences for South Asia's peace and security.

GEOPOLITICAL CATACLYSM

Summary:

The world today teeters on the edge of an abyss, where diplomacy has taken a back seat and brute power has
grabbed the steering wheel. With Trump’s MAGA ambitions flaring up again, the United States is sabre-rattling
over Iran’s nuclear facilities, while cozying up to Israel despite its unrelenting bombardment of Gaza and defiance
of ceasefire agreements. Iran, meanwhile, has/doubled down, preparing a deadly response with hypersonic
missiles and fortified underground launch sites, hinting that it won't go down without setting off sparks that could
ignite the entire region. As if this wasn’t enough, the US simultaneously provokes in Yemen and stakes its military
presence all over the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. Add in Russia, China, and Iran sealing economic and strategic
ties, and the stage is set for a firestorm, not just regionally, but globally.

This growing cataclysm isn't only fueled by territorial skirmishes but by deep-rooted financial paranoia and a
desperate Western clutch on global dominance. China, India, the EU, and even South America are breaking free,
carving new multipolar lanes-of power. The US, instead of de-escalating in Ukraine and Gaza, has also launched a
new economic war, throwing wrenches into global trade through tariff spats. Israel, Tirkiye, and Egypt are playing
their own hands, while global powers pile into the Pacific with their submarines and bombers, poised for the next
big confrontation. If the US doesn’t rein in its arrogance and accept a shared world order, we might just be
tumbling, eyes wide open, into a calamity of apocalyptic scale—and history will be the first to say, “We saw it
coming.”

Overview:

This article is a powerful analysis of the current geopolitical landscape, highlighting the dangers of unilateralism,
military adventurism, and economic imperialism. It explores rising tensions in the Middle East, alliances forming
between Iran, China, and Russia, and the global shift away from US-led hegemony toward multipolarity. The piece
of writing warns that unless the US adopts a more cooperative global stance, the world could spiral into devastating
conflict.

NOTES:

This article is rich in content relevant to contemporary global politics. It touches upon US foreign policy, Middle
East conflicts, shifting power dynamics, multipolarity, and the emergence of new economic systems. The aspirants
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can extract critical viewpoints on US-Iran tensions, China's digital currency diplomacy, BRICS expansion, and the
breakdown of the Bretton Woods order. It's particularly useful for essays and current affairs papers, especially on
topics like US foreign policy, Middle East politics, multipolar world order, and global trade tensions.
Relevant CSS Subjects and Topics:

e International Relations: Global power shifts, Middle East conflicts, US-China-Russia dynamics

e Pakistan Affairs: Regional security, implications of Middle East crises

e Current Affairs: Nuclear diplomacy, strategic alliances, economic warfare

e Essay: Multipolarity, decline of US hegemony, global economic fragmentation
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how global power centers are shifting. For example, China is introducing a new digital
currency system with several countries, avoiding the Western-dominated SWIFT. Iran, facing US threats, is
preparing for military retaliation and forming strong ties with China and Russia. The US, instead of calming global
tensions, is involved in multiple conflicts and even increasing military deployments. Beginners should understand
that international relations today are no longer about two superpowers but involve multiple strong nations (called
multipolarity), each seeking its own influence.
Facts and Figures:

e |ran allegedly prepared over 1,000 hypersonicmissiles

e India's defense budget 2024-25: $74.30 billion

e EU announced $844.6 billion for defense

e US has 15 major bases in both Japan and South Korea

e China launching digital RMB across ASEAN and Middle East
To sum up, The article is a wake-up call—urging the world to step away from the brink of disaster. If cooler heads
prevail, the world can steer into a more balanced, cooperative future. But if power politics continues to dominate,
we may be looking down the barrel of global chaos. For readers, this article is a goldmine of insights into how
today’s decisions could shape tomorrow’s wars or peace.

TRUMP'S MISHANDLING OF THE US ECONOMY

Summary:

Trump’s economic misadventures have once again stirred the pot, as his tariff-laden policies and volatile decisions
shook the confidence of investors and threw the US dollar into a tailspin. Backed by advisors with questionable
economic insight, his combative stance on China and the erratic use of tariffs created a ripple effect that weakened
the dollar, inflated import prices, and rattled the stock market. The Dow Jones took a steep nosedive, while the
dollar’s slump unsettled both institutional investors and central banks. Despite reassurances from his cabinet, the
damage was palpable—demonstrations erupted nationwide, and doubts swirled over America's long-term
economic trajectory. Meanwhile, Trump stayed out of touch, hitting golf courses as retirement savings and stock
values burned to the ground.

What'’s worse is his administration’s misplaced priorities, hammering down on thriving sectors like education that
are actual gold mines for the economy. The US runs a massive surplus in education services, but Trump’s penny-
pinching measures and nostalgia for 1950s-style industry ignore the 21st-century service economy’s potential.
Slashing funds for universities and deterring international students not only weakens scientific advancement but
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also dims the country’s global competitiveness. His promises—like offering green cards to foreign graduates—ring
hollow in the face of reality. What’s unfolding isn’t just poor policy; it’s a self-inflicted wound that undermines
America’s future while the world watches in disbelief.
Overview:
The article analyzes Donald Trump's economic mismanagement, particularly his tariff policies, disregard for global
investor confidence, and neglect of America's strongest economic sectors, like education. It shows how impulsive
moves and an outdated economic vision are damaging not just markets, but the very pillars of US global strength.
NOTES:
This article provides vision into economic policy, international trade, US-China relations, and the interplay between
politics and financial markets—all essential areas for CSS aspirants. Candidates should study how leadership
decisions impact domestic and global economics. It’s also a classic case study on.economic misgovernance, useful
for essay and international political economy questions.
Related CSS Subjects/Topics:

e Current Affairs: US political and economic policies

e International Relations: US-China trade tensions, economic diplomacy

e Economics: Impact of tariffs, currency fluctuations

e US History: Contemporary US governance

e International Political Economy
Notes for Beginners:
In simple terms, Trump imposed taxes on imported goods to reduce reliance on countries like China. But this
backfired. Instead of helping, it made things more expensive for Americans and caused investors to pull out,
crashing the dollar and stock market. Imagine someone setting fire to their own house thinking it would make it
safer. On top of that, the US earns a lot from foreign students, but Trump's cuts to education funding and visa
issues discouraged them. That’s like shutting down your best-selling shop during peak season. It hurts more than
it helps.
Facts and Figures:

o Dollar fell 8% in early 2025

e Dow Jones dropped from 45,000 (Dec 2024) to 38,000 (April 2025)

e Education sectorhas a larger trade surplus than the entire civilian aircraft sector

e  In 2022-2023, foreign students studying in the US outnumbered Americans abroad by 3 to 1

To wrap up, Trump’s mismanagement of the US economy isn’t just a blunder—it’s a full-blown cautionary tale. His

obsession with old-school manufacturing and reckless tariff warfare is pulling the rug out from under America’s
true economic strengths. The damage isn't hypothetical—it's here, it's real, and it's unfolding in broad daylight.
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- PAKISTAN, BANGLADESH HISTORIC RESET

Summary:
After years of walking on eggshells, Pakistan and Bangladesh finally seem to be turning the page on their bitter
history. With Sheikh Hasina—India’s closest ally in Dhaka—out of the picture, Islamabad has found a golden
opportunity to rekindle ties that had long been frozen. Hasina’s regime was deeply entangled with Indian interests,
to the point where even bureaucratic appointments in Bangladesh bore Delhi’s fingerprints. Her refusal to move
past 1971 and her repeated demands for apology stifled any attempt at reconciliation. But with Dr. Muhammad
Yunus stepping in as interim chief, the ice began to thaw. Restrictions on Pakistani diplomats were lifted, trade
routes reopened, and top-level diplomatic exchanges began picking up pace, signaling a fresh start that was once
unimaginable.
Despite some old ghosts rearing their heads—like Bangladesh's public demand for an apology and compensation—
the overall mood remains upbeat. Pakistan's measured response and refusal to let the past hijack the present
reflects a shift in tone. India, understandably rattled by the diplomatic U-turn, tried to stir the pot via its media
mouthpieces, but Pakistan stayed the course. As Foreign Minister Ishag Dar gears up for a visit to Dhaka, it’s clear
that Pakistan is bent on turning over a new leaf, sweeping the dust off its regional diplomacy, and breathing life
back into a relationship that has long been held hostage by history.
Overview:
The article explores a diplomatic turning point between Pakistan and Bangladesh, sparked by the fall of Sheikh
Hasina’s 15-year rule. With her departure, Indian influence waned, and the interim Bangladeshi government began
restoring ties with Pakistan. Recent developments—including the easing of diplomatic restrictions, new trade
routes, and high-level engagements—highlight a potential shift towards regional reconciliation. However, legacy
issues like 1971 grievances and demands for reparations still hover over the talks.
NOTES:
This article is a case study on regional diplomacy, foreign policy shifts, and the evolving geopolitical landscape of
South Asia. Aspirants/can examine how leadership changes affect bilateral relations, the influence of third-party
powers like India, and how historical grievances shape contemporary foreign affairs. It also provides insight into
the use of softdiplomacy and economic tools to rebuild strained ties.
Relevance to CSS syllabus topic:

e _International Relations (Pakistan’s regional diplomacy, South Asia geopolitics)

e | Pakistan Affairs (Historical grievances post-1971, foreign policy toward Bangladesh)

e Current Affairs (Foreign secretary-level dialogues, Hasina’s exit and its impact)
Notes for Beginners:
This article talks about how two countries—Pakistan and Bangladesh—are trying to become friends again after
many years of tension. When Sheikh Hasina was in power, she supported India a lot and didn't want to improve
relations with Pakistan. But after she left, the new leaders allowed Pakistani diplomats and traders more freedom.
For example, now both countries can trade directly by sea. They even had a meeting after 15 years, showing they
want peace. Still, Bangladesh asked Pakistan to say sorry for past events in 1971 and pay money, but Pakistan
wants to focus on the future, not the past. Facts like a $4.3 billion claim and the involvement of Indian intelligence
show how complicated the situation is.
Facts and Figures:

o Sheikh Hasina's 15-year rule ended in August 2024 following violent protests.
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e |ndia had deep influence over Bangladesh's bureaucracy and military during Hasina's tenure.
e Bangladesh granted India land access to its Seven Sister states via the Siliguri Corridor.
e The Awami League government assisted India in eliminating separatists in Northeast India.
e Hasina’s departure disrupted India's long-term strategic investments in Bangladesh
e Interim government led by Dr. Muhammad Yunus lifted restrictions on Pakistani diplomats and eased visa
policies.
e Direct sea trade between Pakistan and Bangladesh was initiated for the first time.
o A three-star Bangladeshi army general visited Pakistan—unprecedented during Hasina’s era.
e Foreign secretary-level talks resumed after a 15-year gap in April 2025.
e Bangladesh demanded a public apology and $4.3 billion as its share from pre-1971 assets.
e Indian media amplified the Bangladeshi demand; Pakistan downplayed the tension and focused on
positive progress.
e Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar is expected to visit Dhaka to continue the diplomatic momentum.
To sum up, In the grand theatre of South Asian politics, Pakistan and Bangladesh are setting the stage for a long-
awaited reset. While ghosts of the past continue to whisper from the wings, both nations seem ready to script a
new act—one where economic cooperation and diplomatic goodwill take center stage. Whether this shift will last
or fizzle under pressure remains to be seen, but for now, the winds of change are clearly blowing in a
favorable direction.

WAR IN UKRAINE — ALL OPTIONS OPEN TO RUSSIA

Summary:

As the drums of war keep pounding in Eastern Europe, the diplomatic theatre surrounding the Russia-Ukraine
conflict has reached fever pitch. The US is seemingly pulling out all the stops, with high-level meetings and
speculative strategies painting a complicated mosaic of ceasefire possibilities. While American diplomats float
ideas of British and French boots establishing control zones, the Russians aren’t taking any bait without their pound
of flesh. President Putin’s demands—for UN-led elections, recognition of Zelensky’s regime as illegitimate, and
Russian control in the East—suggest he’s playing for keeps. He’s not just rolling the dice; he’s tilting the board.
With Zelensky caught between a rock and a hard place, facing both dwindling electoral support and wartime
uncertainty, Ukraine’s political future hangs by a thread.

Meanwhile, the Black Sea loams large in Russia’s strategic calculus. Its dominance isn’t just a military ambition—
it’'s a make-or-break element in Putin’s long-term game. The city of Odessa, dubbed the Pearl of the Black Sea,
might be his final prize, a jewel to be claimed after the costly conflict. With NATO edging eastward and post-Soviet
states drifting away from Moscow’s orbit, Putin is drawing a red line on the map, and Odessa might just become
its epicenter. The West’s “rules-based order” has lost its moral high ground in the eyes of many, especially as
double standards glare in other global theatres like Gaza. In this fog of war and diplomacy, one thing is clear: all
options remain on the table for Russia, and Putin may yet have an ace up his sleeve.

Overview:

This article unpacks the shifting geopolitical and military strategies surrounding the Russia-Ukraine war. It analyzes
the implications of ceasefire talks, Russian territorial ambitions, President Zelensky’s political dilemma, and the
Black Sea’s role in Russia’s grand strategy.

NOTES:
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The article provides informative analysis into the dynamics of modern warfare, realpolitik, and the clash between
Western and Eastern geopolitical interests. It highlights how diplomatic engagements, military occupation, and
strategic ports like Odessa influence international peace efforts. The article also presents a valuable case study on
ceasefire negotiations, contested legitimacy, and how war reshapes political leadership. For aspirants, it provides
a deep dive into Russia’s Black Sea ambitions, NATO’s role in Eastern Europe, and US-led diplomatic efforts—all
essential for understanding today’s multipolar world order.
Relevance to CSS syllabus topics:

e International Relations: Power politics, diplomacy, global order

e Current Affairs: Ukraine-Russia war, ceasefire negotiations

e Political Science: Legitimacy of leadership during wartime

e Strategic Studies: Role of seaports, maritime dominance

e European History & Politics: Post-Soviet space, NATO expansion
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how Russia and Ukraine are caught in.a long and complex war, with outside powers like the
US and NATO trying to mediate peace. Russia wants to keep control of parts of Eastern Ukraine and only agrees to
a ceasefire if new elections are held. At the same time, Russia wants control over the Black Sea and might capture
Odessa, a key port city. The US is trying to stop Russia but may be using double standards, which makes global
peace harder. The article teaches us that war isn’t just about guns; it’s also about politics, international rules, and
who controls what.
Facts and Figures:

o 78% of Ukrainians oppose elections even after the war, according to the Kyiv International Institute of

Sociology

e 71% of Ukrainians reportedly trust President Zelensky

e (Odessa was Russia’s 4th largest city during the Soviet era

e 6-7 million Ukrainians displaced during the war

e Crimea was annexed by Russia in 2014
To wrap up, This article pulls no punches in dissecting the current phase of the Russia-Ukraine war. Through a
fusion of diplomacy, strategy, and historical ambition, it captures the complex power play unfolding in Eastern
Europe. Whether the world sees peace or another escalation, one thing remains certain—Putin is playing a long
game, and every move on this global chessboard counts.

PAK-AFGHAN TIES — THAW AND THISTLE

Summary:

Pakistan's efforts to reset its relationship with Afghanistan took a significant step with Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar's visit to Kabul on April 19, 2025. This visit marked the first high-level exchange since the Afghan Taliban
assumed power. Key areas of discussion included trade, economic relations, regional integration, and the
repatriation of Afghan refugees. Pakistan offered substantial concessions, such as eliminating tariffs on Afghan
goods and simplifying trade procedures, with a focus on improving economic cooperation. However, the
relationship remains complicated by unresolved issues, notably the presence of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
in Afghanistan. Despite mutual understanding on security issues, Pakistan's concerns over cross-border terrorism
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and Afghan soil being used for anti-Pakistan activities persist. The article highlights the importance of continued
diplomatic engagement but expresses cautious optimism, particularly regarding the implementation of
agreements like the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA).
Overview:
This article looks into the ongoing diplomatic efforts between Pakistan and Afghanistan to rebuild their bilateral
ties. While economic cooperation has seen progress, the persistent issue of terrorism, notably the TTP's presence
in Afghanistan, remains a major challenge. The visit by Ishaq Dar signals a positive shift in relations, but with
significant hurdles yet to be overcome. The eventual success of these efforts will largely depend on Afghanistan's
ability to address Pakistan's security concerns, particularly in relation to the TTP.
NOTES:
The article provides a nuanced analysis of the delicate dynamics between Pakistan and Afghanistan, focusing on
both economic diplomacy and the security challenges posed by the TTP. For CSS aspirants, understanding the
complexities of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations is critical for areas such as International Relations and South Asian
Studies. Key concepts such as economic diplomacy, border security, and regional integration are central to this
analysis.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e International Relations: The article touches on diplomatic negotiations, cross-border security concerns,
and regional cooperation.
e South Asian Studies: The relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan is a pivotal topic in understanding
the political and economic landscape of South Asia.
e Security Studies: The issue of terrorism and cross-border movement of militants is a significant concern
for both nations.
Notes for Beginners:
Understanding terms like "recalcitrance" helps in analyzing political behavior, especially when a country resists
changes or agreements: "Concessions" refer to compromises made to facilitate negotiations, often involving trade-
offs. "Trans-regional" refers to initiatives that span across multiple regions, reflecting the broader scope of the
bilateral agreements between Pakistan and Afghanistan. These terms are crucial for understanding international
negotiations and diplomacy.
Facts and Figures:
e | Pakistan agreed to eliminate tariffs on Afghan transit goods for 16 additional categories.
e ' The Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) is set to be implemented by June 30, 2025.
e Pakistan and Afghanistan have formed committees to address political and trade issues on a regular basis.
In a nutshell, The article probes the complexities of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, highlighting both economic
cooperation and the unresolved issue of terrorism. It emphasizes that while progress is being made, particularly
in trade and diplomacy, the TTP's presence in Afghanistan remains a significant obstacle. The article calls for
continued engagement and cautious optimism regarding the future of these bilateral ties, especially as key
agreements like the APTTA come into effect.
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PAHALGAM: INDIAN BLAME GAME AND GROUND REALITIES

Summary:
The tragic killing of tourists in Pahalgam has once again ignited a firestorm of blame, with India pointing fingers at
Pakistan without pausing to sift fact from fiction. History, as it often does, warns us against rushing to judgment.
From the Chattisinghpora massacre in 2000 to today’s rhetoric, a pattern unfolds: sensational blame games mask
deeper internal rot. The article draws attention to historical examples where innocent civilians were framed,
fabricated evidence was planted, and nationalist narratives spun to whip up public sentiment. The author paints a
grim picture of India weaponizing tragedies to advance long-planned political strategies, like suspending the Indus
Waters Treaty, rather than genuinely seeking peace and stability.
Digging deeper, the article pulls no punches in exposing the growing reality that militancy in Kashmir.is now largely
an internal phenomenon, fueled by local networks, radicalized youth, and. mishandled governance. Blaming
Pakistan at the drop of a hat only throws dust in the eyes of those seekingthe truth. The article rings alarm bells
over how reckless politicking and a stubborn refusal to acknowledge homegrown terrorism could push the region
further into the abyss. At its core, the message is clear: only an honest, fact-based conversation—not the usual
blame game—can pave the way toward a meaningful resolution for Kashmir's decades-old wounds.
Overview:
The article provides a hard-hitting analysis of India's hasty accusations against Pakistan following the Pahalgam
tragedy. It underlines how history is littered with incidents where complex realities were buried under convenient
narratives. Gul challenges the reader to look beyond knee-jerk nationalism and see how the crisis in Kashmir is
increasingly fueled by domestic factors rather than external interference. With historical parallels, policy analysis,
and a sharp call for honesty, the piece warns against the dangers of political opportunism and distorted truth in
an already volatile region.
NOTES:
This article teaches how historical context shapes modern political narratives and highlights the risks of reactionary
foreign policies. Students can cite it as a contemporary example of regional instability, diplomacy failures, and
internal insurgencies. The discussion on the Indus Waters Treaty suspension ties into critical international treaties
and water diplomacy issues, making it highly relevant for topics like Pakistan-India relations, Kashmir dispute, and
South Asian security dynamics.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects:

e  Pakistan Affairs: Indo-Pak relations, Kashmir conflict

e International Relations: Regional security, water treaties, diplomacy

e Current Affairs: Terrorism, militancy, South Asia geopolitics

e Environmental Science (indirectly): Water conflict via Indus Waters Treaty
Relation to Topics:
The article connects historical and current Indo-Pak tensions, emphasizing how diplomacy and water treaties are
weaponized. It also highlights internal militancy's rise, tying into security studies and insurgency topics critical for
Pakistan's regional strategy analysis.
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains that blaming Pakistan for every tragedy in Kashmir is like sweeping dust under the carpet—
ignoring the real mess inside. For example, the Pahalgam killings quickly led to the suspension of the Indus Waters
Treaty, even though no concrete proof of Pakistan's involvement existed. Similarly, back in 2000, the
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Chattisinghpora massacre saw innocent people framed under false charges, only later exposed through DNA tests.
Facts show that nowadays, terrorism in Kashmir is more homegrown, with youth disillusioned by failed
governance, radicalized by extremist ideologies. According to Dr. Ajay Chrungoo, local militant cells have grown
stronger, making conflict even murkier and harder to resolve.
Facts and Figures:
e 38 Sikhs were massacred during Bill Clinton’s visit to India in 2000.
e 35 Sikhs were killed in the Chattisinghpora massacre.
e The Indus Waters Treaty, signed in 1960, had survived wars and crises but was suspended on April 24,
2025, after the Pahalgam incident.
e Article 370, giving Kashmir special autonomy, was revoked within six months of Pulwama attack in 2019.
e Several insurgent groups like TTP, ISKP, BLA, and BLF operate within the region, complicating the terror
landscape.
In a nutshell, the article acts as a much-needed reality check against the tide of jingoism and scapegoating. It drives
home the point that durable peace cannot be stitched together with half-truths and finger-pointing. Instead, facing
hard facts with open eyes and clean hands is the only road'toward lasting resolution in Kashmir. Without addressing
internal rot and heavy-handed policies, India risks fanning the flames of a conflict that could consume far more
than just political goodwill. In the end, history does not forgive those who gamble with truth in pursuit of power.

UNITED STATES AND CHINA — A MONUMENTAL SHIFT

Summary:

As | reflect on the current US-China standoff, | can’t help but draw parallels with Pakistan’s own strategic past.
Much like Bhutto's foresight in allying with China to counterbalance India, today's global power struggle between
Beijing and Washington represents more than just a tariff war — it’s a monumental reshaping of global geopolitics.
The article draws on the historical evolution of China's economic rise, which began under Deng Xiaoping’s reforms,
transforming the nation into a tech-savvy manufacturing giant. With the US losing ground in manufacturing,
Donald Trump’s MAGA movement harnessed nationalist sentiment, aiming to undo decades of trade dependency
on China. What followed was a rapid, retaliatory exchange of tariffs, turning bilateral economic relations into a
battlefield.

The article underscores how these clashes aren’t just hurting two giants but are sending shockwaves through the
global economic system — including vulnerable economies like Pakistan. With the US imposing tariffs as high as
145% and China responding with countermeasures and threats to restrict vital minerals, the world finds itself on
the brink of a trade collapse. Experts fear a "monumental train wreck," and small businesses in both nations are
being crushed under these economic tectonics. This rupture in a once-intertwined economic relationship isn’t just
a dispute — it’s a rewriting of the post-Cold War order, and the aftershocks will be felt across every continent.
Overview:

This article explores the escalating trade war between the United States and China, tracing its roots from historical
shifts to its present-day consequences. It highlights how China's rise under Deng Xiaoping altered the global
economy and how recent US policy, especially under Trump, has sought to counteract Chinese dominance through
tariffs and nationalist economic strategies. The fallout threatens not just the two superpowers but also smaller
economies linked to them.
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NOTES:
This article highlights the strategic shifts in global power politics, particularly between the United States and China.
It traces the roots of the current economic confrontation back to historical alliances, especially Pakistan’s
diplomatic tilt towards China under Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s vision. Aspirants can extract lessons on realpolitik,
economic nationalism, and global trade warfare from Trump's protectionist policies and their fallout on bilateral
relations. The mention of Deng Xiaoping's reforms, elimination of poverty in China, and its transformation into a
tech-driven economy aligns well with contemporary international economic dynamics. The escalation of tariffs,
retaliatory measures by both superpowers, and their impact on small businesses illustrate the microeconomic
consequences of macroeconomic strategies. The article also underscores the importance of supply chains, critical
minerals, and trade dependencies, giving aspirants rich content to back their arguments with global examples. This
piece of writing is an essential read to understand the shifting poles of global economic power and the
vulnerabilities of interconnected markets, a theme often tested in competitive exams.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: US-China rivalry, economic diplomacy

e Pakistan Affairs: Historical alliances, Bhutto’s China tilt

e Current Affairs: Global trade wars, impact of economic nationalism

e Economics: Trade policies, protectionism, and-global supply chains
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains how the US and China are clashing economically, mainly through tariffs — which are extra
taxes on imported goods. For example, if a US company. imports toys from China, the government now charges
high tariffs to discourage buying from China and promote local production. This is hurting both sides. Businesses
in America that rely on Chinese parts are suffering, and Chinese companies that export to the US are also facing
losses. It's like a tug of war where both players are getting bruised. A shocking example mentioned is that over
70% of US electronics like laptops and phones come from China, and this fight threatens to disrupt that flow.
Facts and Figures:

e China grew its economy eightfold from 1980 to 1988

o The US.imports 73% of smartphones, 78% of laptops from China

o Tariffs have reached up to 145% on Chinese goods

e China exports over S400 billion worth of goods to the US annually

o | 84% tariff blocked a US thermometer business from Chinese markets
To sum up, This article is not just about economics; it’s about a turning point in global power structures. It gives a
clear-eyed view of how nations use economic tools for political dominance, and how their choices ripple across
borders. As future policymakers and civil servants, we must grasp these shifts not only to understand where
Pakistan stands but to anticipate where it must head. This is a modern-day Cold War — fought not with weapons,
but with trade deals, tariffs, and economic leverage.
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