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PREFACE

This book is the Second Volume of English Translation of
Sirat-un-Nabi originally written in Urdu by the late ‘Allama
Shibli Nu‘mini, & well-known Muslim historian who requires
no commendation. His famous work Sirat-un-Nabi also
hardly stands in need of any introduction.

Translation in itself is a difficult tagk but Mr. Budaytni
has made a very successful attempt. He has the full com-
mand of both the languages, Urdu as well as English, the one-
translated from and the other translated into. This trans-
lation is, therefore, not only accurate but couched in good
English.

The First Volume of the English Translation of Siraf-un-
Nabi has been greatly admired by the reader within and out-
gide the country., This Second Volume deals with Ghaozwat
and we hope that reader will like it.

We are highly obliged to Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Siddigi
who revised the manuscript and prepared it for the press.

MUHAMMAD IKRAM SIDDIQI

(vid)
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GHAZAWAT*

If the Muslim writer, when he comes to speak of military
exploits, is fond of a grandiloquent style and windy discourse,
the European ear, curiously enough, is not the less eager to
listen to it. The Western listener desires to see the story
grow and expand ever more ; for the ghastly spectacle of
Muslim tyrannies that he contemplates to paint would for
his artistry, require, not a few drops, but full stream of
bhuman blood.

European writers, one and all, have penned down the
biography of the Prophet (peace and blessings of, Allih be
upon him) so as to make it look one continuous chain of wars,
all interided to convert people by force. This being a down-
right lie, we consider it necessary to decide this issue before
we deal with the Maghazi.

It is generally thought that solong as Islam was confined
to Mecca, it was subject to-all sorts of hardships, but when it
shifted to Medina its evil days came to a sudden end. This,
however, is a mistaken idea. Islam had, no doubt, tremen-
dous trouble at Mecca. With all that, it was a single trouble.
At Medina it multiplied itself and put on varied forms. All
Mecca was one community ; at Medina there were the Jews
along with the Ansar, who had little in common with their
neighbours in custom, habit, religion and integrity of charac-

1. We have reserved a separate chapter for dealing with the causes and
ovents of these battles. They would not fit well in the general
sketch as mere side-issues. But that perhaps can be appreciated only
after & summary glance over the battles, and hence we place it at the
end. Readers arc requested to keep this in mind,
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ter, and stood as their rivals. To make matters worse, a
third element, namely the Hypocrites, came upon the scene,
Housed inside the fold of Islam they were more dangerous
than either the Jews or the Quraish. Had Mecea been won,
the whole of Arabia should have bowed down because of its
extensive influence. Medina had noinfluence beyond the city
wall. Hitherto it had enjoyed complete immunity from outside
dangers ; but with the arrival of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be wpon him), it had become the main
target of the infuriated Quraish.

A few days after the arrival of the Prophet (peace and
blegsings of Allih be upon him) from Meocca, the Quraish
addressed a letter to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, who had been the
leading chief in Medina and whom the Ansdr were preparing
tp instal as their king at a royal corenation. This letter ran
as follows :

“You have given shelter to our man. We tell you either
to kill him er turn him out of Medina ; otherwise we
swear by God that we will all attack you and destroy
you, and seize your women.’"

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) heard of this he went to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, and asked
him if he would fight his own sons and brothers. Asa large
number of Arsdr had turned Muslims, ‘Abdullah Tbn Ubbay
realised the significance of the Prophet’s remark, and did not
comply with the commands of the Quraish. After the battle
of Badr another letter with similar contents was addressed
by the Quraish, of which we shall speak later on.

All the same, the euncouragement by the Quraish had
turned the head of the Hypocrites and the Jews of Medina.
During this period, 4.e., before the battle of Badr, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) once

1. Sahil al-Bukhdrt, Chapter “Salutation’—8,
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rode through the habitations of the Banti Harith and Bani
Khazraj. He came upon a group of non-believers and hypo-
crites sitting with a number of Muslims and Jews. As the
donkey moved, some dust wasraised. ¢‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay
covered his face with a piece of cloth, and contemptuously
told the Prophet not to raise dust in that manner. The
Prophet saluted the gathering and recited a few Verses of the
Qur'an. “0 man”, said ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay,* I do not
like this. Even if your words are true, you need not disturb
us in our meetings ; better speak to those who go to you.”
The Muslims got ablaze at this insult and would have come
to blows had not the Prophet intervened and pacified
the parties.

Once, during thé pre-Badr period, Sa‘d Ibn Mu'adh, the
chief of the tribe of Aus, visited Mecca to perform his ‘Umra.
Umayya Ibn Khalaf had been his old fiiend, and this friend-
ship had outlasted Sa‘d’s conversion to Islam. Accordingly,
Sa‘d put up with Umayya at Mecca. One day Sa‘d and
Umayya were both on the way to the Ka‘ba for making a
Tawaf (circumambulation round the Ka‘ba), when they came
across Aba Jahl. “Who goes with you,” asked Abi Jahl of
Umayya.” <He is Sa‘d,” said Umayya. Then Abi Jahl
turned to Sa‘d and said, ‘“You people have given shelter to
the Sabaean (the non-believers of Mecca called the Prophet
and the Muslims Sabaeans or the apostates). I cannot bear
to see you step into the Ka‘ba. By my God, you would not
have returned home, had not Umayya accompanied you.”
Sa‘d replied, “If you let us not perform the Hajj, mind, we
will stop your Medina route (the trade route to Syria.)’*

1, Sakbih Muslim, p. 93, Vol. II & Sahilh al-Bukkiri, Chapter “Saluta-
tion,’’

2. This incident with more details is there in Sahth al-Bukhdri in the
beginning of the chapter on Maghizi,
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As custodians of the Haram, the Quraish were respected
all over Arabia, particularly the tribes settled over the area
between Mecca and Medina recognized their leadership. The
Quraish head, consequently, worked up all the tribes under
their influence into hostility against Islam, so that upto the
sixth year of the Hijra, the tribes of Yaman and other distant
places could not visit the Prophet! (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him). In the'sixth year of the Hijra a delega-
tion from ¢Abd al-Qais came to the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Alldh be upon him) from Bahrain ; these men stated
that the tribes of Mudarr did not let them pass to Medina
and 80 they could only attend on him during the days of Hajj
when generally wars remained suspended,?

The Quraish did not stop at that. As they had informed
‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, they were making preparations for an
attack on Medina for the extermination of the Muslims. For
a long time the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
him) had to pass sleepless nights for fear of the attack, In
the words of Nisd'i, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him), on his arrival in Medina had to keep awake
throughout the nights.

Sakik al-Bukhari has a report, in the Chaptet on “Jihad”
that once the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) expressed the wish that a proper man other than himself
could keep watch that night. Sa‘d Ibn Waqgqas, fully armed,
kept watch that night ; and then the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allzh be upon him) could sleep. Furthermore,

1. Ibn Hishim, Chapter “Delegations,”” The words are : “And this is
because the Quraish exercised great influence over the people and all
the leaders of Arabia acknowledged their supremacy ; and they had
set them all ablaze against the Prophet.’”

2. Sahik al-Bukhari, Chapter “Delegation of ‘Abd al-Qais.”” OQther
authorities too mention it,
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there is a report in Hakim in the following words :
“When the Prophet and the Companions came to Medina
and the Ansdr gave them shelter, all Arabia was up in
arms against them ; dnd the Companions had to sleep
all night long with their weapons on their persons.!

The writers on Maghazi begin their narrations with these
incidents, attributing the out-break of hostilities to the divine
permission to make war upon the infidels that was given to
the Muslims in this year. But a minute observer can see,
from their own statements, the whole situation in its true
perspective. Mawihib Laduuniya and Zurqani say that God
allowed the Muslims to fight the non-Muslims on the 12th-of
the month of Safar in the gecond year of the Hijra. In
support they cite the version of Imam Zohri which runs thus :

“The first of the Verses that were revealed to the Prophet
was the one beginning with the words : “Uzina lillazina...”,
which says that those against whom war is waged (i.e.,
the Muslims) are in their turn allowed to fight as they
are being persecuted and God is surely enough to help
them.”2

Ibn Jarir, in his Commentary, says that the first Verse
that enjoined the Muslims to take up arms was :

“And fight in the way of Allih with those who fight
with you.”s

It is to be noted that both these Verses allow the Muslims
to fight only those who are aggressors. It is then evident
that the Muslims were in fact forced to appeal to arms.

Any way, the fact is there that on arrival in Medina,

1. Lubab fi Asbab al-Nuzil by Suyiti, Sira Nar, and Musnad of Dirimi
too has this report.

2. The Holy Qur'an, 8ira Bagara or “The Cow.”

8. Ibid.
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the first concern of the Prophet (peace and blessicgs of Allzh
be upon him) was to adopt measures for self-defence. He had
to think of not only himself and the Muslim Muhajirs, but
also of the Ansir because the Quraish had decided to- exter-
minate the latter for having given shelter to the Muslims,
and had wrought up the tribes to the same heat of fury
against Medinites. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him) thought of two plans. The first was to
close for the Quraish the trade route from Mecca to Syria,
the life blood of their power and pride, and thus bring them
round to negotiate peace. It may be recalled that it was
this step with which Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘ddh had threatened Aba
Jahl st Mecca, The second measure the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alldh be upon him) contemplated was to make
alliances with the tribes 1ound about Medina to maintain
peace with the Muslims,

Expeditions Preceding Badr

It was in these circumstances that, before the battle of
Badr, parties of fifty or a hundred persons came to be des-
patched along the road to Mecca. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not personally join
any expedition before the one sent to Abwa’, in Safar of the
2nd year of the Hijra. Historians record three earlier ex-
peditions as Sirya! of Hamza, Sirya of ‘Ubaida Ibn Harith
and Sirya of Sa‘d Xbn Abi Waqqas. Butb there was no shedd-
ing of blood on any occasion ; either the Quraish managed to
avoid an encounter or the parties yielded to the intervention
of some peace-maker. Historians declare that these expedi-

1. Sirya is an cxpedition in which the Prophet (pesce and blessings of
Allan be upon him) himself did not go with the Companions. If any
battle takes place, the Companions fight it under the command of
their leader appointed by the Prophet. A Ghazwa is an expedition
which is led by the Prophet himself. Some apply these terms accord-
ing to the number of men despatched, They use the word “Ghazwa’’
if the pumber of men sent exceeded to hundreds.
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tions were intended to let not the trade caravans have a
smooth sailing. As warned by Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘ddh, the object
was to close the Syrian route for the Quraish. Adverse
criticism interprets them as designed to train the Companions
in loot and plunder. It is a charge based on sheer ignorance.
In the first place Islam declares loot and plunder to be a
heinous crime, Moreover, facts tell their own tale. There
is not a single report on record to say that the Companions
ever seized the merchandise of the caravan. Thirdly, if loot
had been the object, the Meccan caravan should not have
been the only target.

Of the several expeditions sent to the neighbouring tribes
for patching up peace treaties the first was despatched to
the tribe of Juhaina. They were settled at a distance of
three marches from Medina, and their country was a long
range of hills. It was settled with them that they would
remain on equal terms with both the parties i.e,, take sides
with neither.!

In the month of Safar in the second year of the Hijra,
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) set
out from Medina with sixty Muhajirs and reached a place
known as Abwa’, (near this place was fought the Ghazwa
known as the Ghazwa of Abwa’ or the Ghazwa of Waddan),
a place where the Prophet's mother lay buried. The chief
town of Abwi’ was Fard’, a populous place inhabited by the
tribe of Muzaina. It was at a distance of 8 marches or 80
miles from Medina. This place marks the farthest boundary
of the area appertaining to Medina. In the neighbouring
country was settled the tribe of Banii Dumra who were in
possession of that piece of land. Here the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) stayed for a few days,
1. Historians do not mention it separately. They speak of it in connec-

tion with the Sirya of Dumra, saying that Majdi, the chief of the
tribe of Juhaina was on friendly terms with both the parties,
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and concluded a treaty with the Bani Dumra, whose chief
was Mukhshi! Ibn ‘Amr Dumri. The following was the text
of the treaty? :

“This is & document from Muhammad, the Messenger of
Allah, for the people of Dumra. Their lives and property
shall bs secure, and they shall be helped against any
invader (the promise to be binding at all times) except
when they fight against a religious cause.® On their
part they shall come to the help of the Prophet when
called by him.”

Traditionists treat this as the first Ghazwa, Sahkik al-
Bukhari also calls it the first,

Nearly a month later, Kurz Ibn Jabir Fihri, one of the
chiefs of Mecca, attacked the pasture lands of Medina and
lifted some cattle belonging to the Prophet.* He was chased
but made good his escape. (Later on this Kurz embraced
Islam and was killed when passing alone along a street at
the time of the Conquest of Mecca.)

Three months after this attack, ¢.e., in the month of
Jamadi ul-Thani, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) left Medina accompanied by 200 Muhajirs and
stayed at a place known as Dhu'l—¢Ashira. Here a treaty
was made with the Bant Mudlaj. This place lay at a dis-
tance of nine marches from Medina near Yanb@’. The Bani
Mudlaj had been the allies of the Band Dumra ; the Bana
Dumra had already entered into a treaty with the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) so they readily

1 Also read as Makhshi.
2. Raud gl-Anaf, Vol, I, p. 58 and Zurqini, Vol. I, p, 459,

3, The exception hero, as iu the agreement with the Jews, is strange,
The ‘Allama ought to have clarified it.~—Translator,

4, Isdbah, description of Kurz Tbn Fihri,



aecepted the same terms,!

A few days later, in the succeeding month of Rajab of
the same year, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) sent ‘Abdullsh Ibn Jahash with twelve persons to
a place known ag-Batn Nakhlah. Tt was situated midway
between Mecca at Ta'if, a day and a night’s journey each
way. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) had given ‘Abdullah a letter and ordered him to open
it after two days. When ‘Abdullah opened it he found it
containing instructions to stop at Nakhlah, reconnotire the
movements of the Quraish and report accordingly. By
chance & party of the Quraish returning from Syria with
some merchandise passed that way. ¢Abdullah Ibn Jahash
attacked them. One of them ‘Amr Ibn al-Hadrami was killed
and two others captured with some booty. On return to
Medina ‘Abdullah Ibn Jahash narrated the whole story to
the Prophet and presented the booty. The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Alldh be upon him) reminded him that he
had not been permitted to act like that and refused to accept
the booty. The Companions were highly engaged and said,
to Abdullah, “You did something for which you had no
orders, and fought during the Prohibited month,? which you
were not permitted to do.” Those who were captured or
killed were highly connected. ¢Amr Ibn al-Hadrami was the

1. Ido not deny thai historians have staled the aim of the first two
expeditions to be plundering of the trade-caravaus of the- Quraish,
and that the caravans eseaped by chance. But I must stick to facts,
as coujectures are not my husiness. That the Prophet went to these
places and made peace-treatics is the wholo fact. That the Prophet
intended to atlack the caravan is a mere surmise. If that was tho
intention of the Prophet, wo canuot escape the inference that he was
& tactless leader who repeatedly failed to catch up the caravan ; and
that (God forbid) he conld not learn anything by expericnce for the
caravan again managed to cscape at Badr.

2. Tabari, p. 1275,
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gon of ‘Abdullah Tbn Hadrami, an ally of Harb Ibn Umayya
(the grand-father of Amir Mu‘awiya). Herb was the leading
chief of the Quraish and bad sucoeeded ‘Abd al-Muttalib to
an over all leadership.! Those ocaptured, named ‘Uthman
and Naufal were the ground-sons of Mughira, the father of
Walid aud grand father of Khalid? Mughira stood next to
Harb in power. The Batn Bakhla affair naturally, infuriated
all the Quraish tribes and laid the foundation of a lasting
blood feud. The battle of Badr was the outcome of this
incident. ‘Urwa Ibn Zubair’ son of Asm%’, sister of ‘A’ishs,
declared that the root cause of all the battles with the
Quraish, including that of Badr, was that Hadrami was slain
in this skirmish. ‘Allama Tabari also concurs with this

view in these words :

«And the thing that caused the battle of Badr and all

the subsequent battles between the Prophet and the

unbelievers was the death of Hadrami at the hands of

Wigid Sehmi.”?

The battle of Badr being the original cause of all the
subsequent battles, we shall first give a simple summary of
events and later on discuss it in detail.

1. Isabah, version of ‘Ala, al-Hadrami,
2, Tabari, p. 1274,
3. Tabari, p. 1274,



THE BATTLE OF BADR

(Ramadan, 2 Hijra, i.e., 623/24, C.E.)

AN

«“And God did certainly assist you ot Badr when you
wore weak ; be careful of your duty to God then, that
you may give thanks.” (13 : 122)-

Badr is a village where a fair is held every years. Nearly
eighty miles from Medina, it lies close to the spot where the
Syria-Medina routs winds its way through difficult valleys.

As already said the Quraish had started preparations
for an attack on Medina, immediately after the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) had left Mecca.
They had written to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubayy to kill Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), else they would
fall upon him and make an end of the Medinites as well as
the Prophet. Small parties of the Quraish had hovered
round Medina, and Kurz Fihrf had been bold enough to make
off with some live-stock from the pasture-lands of the city.

The first thing necessary for an attack was enough money
to bear the expenses of the expedition. Comsequently, the
trade caravan that left Mecca that spring was liberally
financed, each_Meccan investing whatever he had in.cash.!

1. 1bn 8a‘d, psye 7 has mentioned Abd Suofyin, the ohief of the
caravan, as saying that among the Quraish men and women, possessing
any amount of wealth, there was none who did not ecutribate as
mueh ag possible to them. Only historians oure littlo for cause and
their effeots ; and so they have merely narrated. this faot, they did
not try to find out the reason why the whole of Meoca Lad invested
all it had in this trip,

11
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Not only men, but also women, who rarely did any busi-
ness, contributed without a single exception. The caravan
had not yet left Syria for homeward journey, when Hadrami
was accidently slain. For the angry Quraish it had the effect
of adding fuel to the fire. In the mean time a baseless rumour
went round in Mecca that the Muslims wers coming out to
plunder the caravan. The Quraish now rose like an angry
storm overwhelming all Arabia,

When the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) came to know of it, he called Muslims together
and informed them of the situation. Abfi Bakr (Alldh be
pleased with him) and others expressed their readiness to lay
down their lives, but the Holy Prophet’s glance was turned
towards the Angdr. The Ansdr when they had first pledged
their support had promised to unsheathe their swords only
when the enemy fell upon Medina, Sa‘d Ibn ‘Ubdda, head
of the tribe of Khazraj, rose to his feet and said to the
Prophet, “Is it we you mean ? Then order us, and, by Allah,
we will jump into the sea.”

This is the version of Sakih Muslim Bukhari has it that
Midgad told the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be
upon him) that they would not, like the followers of Moses,
tell him to go with his God and do the fighting ; they would
on the other hand, fight on his right and his left, in front
and in the rear. At this speech the face of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) brightened up.

In short, on the 12th of Ramadan, on the 2nd year of the
Hijra, the Prophet (peace and bleesings of Allah be upon him)
marched out of the city with three hundred followers. They
had gone about a mile, when the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allsh be upon him) reviewed the Muslim army. Those
who were too young were sent back! as situation like these
were fraught with dangers and not meant for youngsters.

1. 1bu Ba‘d, p, 8.
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“Umair Tbn Abi Waqqas, a child of tender age, was likewise
told to return. He burst-into tears and thus got the Prophet’s
permission. His brother, Sa‘d Ibn Abi Waqqas, himself hung
a sword round his neck.! Now the total number was 313
out of which 60 were Muhagjirs and the rest Ansirs, The Jews
and the Hypocrites at Medina could not be trusted to remain
loyal in the absence of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allih be upon him) ; so Abii Lubdba Ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir
was appointed the Governor of Medina aund ordered to return
back to the city. ¢Aliyah (the elevated suburb of Medina)
was placed in charge of ‘Asim Ibn ‘Adi. After making these
arrangements, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) proceeded towards Badr, the side from which the
Meccans were reported to be coming. Two reporters......
Basbasah? and ¢Adj...... had been sent in advance to bring
news of the movements of the enemy. Passing by Rauha’,
Munsarif, Dhat-Ajdhal, Ma‘aldt and Athil, the Muslim army
came to Badr on the 17th of Ramadan. The reporters
brought the news that the Quraish had reached the other end
of the valley. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Aliah be upon him) stopped here and the army encamped.

The Quraish had set out from Mecea in full splendour of
military equipment. They were a thousand strong besides
8 100 cavalry men, All the grandees of the Quraish were
present except Abh Lahab, who had been compelled to absent
himself by an unavoidable circumstance. He had however,
sent a substitute. Supplies were so abundant that the chiefs
of the Quraish, as, ‘Abbds Ibn ‘Abd al-Mattalib, ‘Utba Ibn
Rabi‘a, Harith Ibn ‘Amir, Aba Jahl, ‘Umayya and others
slaughtered, each by turn, ten camels a day to feed the
army.3 ‘Utba Ibn Rabi‘a, the most honoured among them
held the chief command.

1. Muntakhab Kanz ul ‘Ummal, on the authority of Ibn ‘Asakir.

2. Also read as Basbas Ibn ‘Amr—Translator,
4. Aia‘arif Ibn Qaitaba & Sirat Ibn Ishiaque quoting from Tbn Hishim
on Badr, )
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On reaching Badr the Quraish learnt that the caravan
under Abd Sufyan had passed and was then out of danger.
The men from the tribes of Zahra and <Adi suggested that it
was then needless to resort to fighting. But Abd Jahl wounld
not agree. The Zahra and Bani ‘AdI turned back, and the
rest of the army moved on.

Having reached earlier, the Quraish occupied a favour-
able site. On the other hand the Muslims encampment had
not even & well or gpring, and the place was so sandy that
the feet of the camels sank deep into it. Hubab Ibn Mundhir
asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
whether the choice of the camp had been made in obedience
to a divine directive or in view of military exigency. The
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told him
that it was not because of a command from God. Then
Hubab suggested that it would be far better to move for=
ward, and take possession of the spring and render the
surronnding wells useless for the enemy. The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) liked this suggestion and
acted acoordingly. By the grace of Allih they were lucky
enough to have a good rain, which caused the dust to settle
down. Rain water was also collected in tanks at various
places, 80 as to be serviceable for ablution and bath. It is
to this favour of God that the Qur’an refers when it say :

“And when He sent down upon you water from the
cloud that He might thereby purify you.” (2:1)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
had now in his possession the supply of water, but the uni-
versal benefactor, who will be dispensing the heavenly water
of Kadithart in the Hereafter, was not willing to put limits to
his bounties, and allowed the enemy free access.? It was

1. Kuaiithar is the name of a stream in Paradise as mentioned in the
Qur’in—Translator. :

2. Ibn Hisham, Vol. II, p, 18,
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night and the Faithful put off their weapons and had a whole
night’s reat ; only one man (the Prophet) kept awake, praying
all the time. When day broke, the Muslims were called
to congregational prayer, and the prayer was followed by a
sermon on Jipdd.!

The Quraish were thirsting for battle. Nouetheless,
there were a few tender hearts who shuddered at the idea of
blood-shed. One of them, Hakim Iba Hizim, who later on
embraced Islam, went up to “Utba, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Quraish army, and said to him that eternal reputation
could be his that day if he liked. <Utba asked how it was
possible. Hakim replied that the main grievance of the
Quraish was the murder of Hadrami, and as Hadrami was
bis ally he had better pay off his blood money. ‘Utba, a
good-natured man agreed. But Aba Jahl’s approval had to
be taken. Hakim took ‘Utba’s message to Abia Jahl, who
was laying out arrows from out of the quiver. “T see,” said
he, as the message was delivered to him, ¢<Utba's courage
has failed him.” Hudhaifa, the son of “Utba had turned a
Muslim and had come with the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him). Aba Jahl suspected that ‘Utba shrank
from battle that no harm should come to his son.

Abii Jahl called HadramI's brother, and said, “Do you
see ? The ouly chance to claim penalty for your brother’s
murder is slipping away from under your very nose”. ‘Amir,
according to the custom of the Arabs tore off his clothes, and
completely nude from head to foot, started throwing up dust
and shouting out “O ‘Amra ! O, ‘Amri I”” This set the whole
army aflame.

“Utba was furious at the taunt of Aba Jahl, and retorted
that the field of battle would tell which of them would. come
off with the blot of cowardice. Saying this he asked fora .

1. Muntakhad Kanz ul *Ummal, Battle of Badr, on the authority of - )

Musnad Ibn Hanbal and Ibn Abj Shaiba.
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helmet. But his skull was so big for any helmet that could
be found. As a last resort he wound a piece of cloth round
his head and got himself armed.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
him) being averse to seeing his hands stained with blood, the
Companions raised at one end of the field a shed of stones
for him to stay there. Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘ddh stood at the entrance
with a naked sword that none might dare to enter it.

Help and victory had been promised by God, the very
elements were at work to aid the Muslims, the angels them-
selves were arrayed on their side ; yet acting humanly, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had to
think -of arranging his forces in order of battle. Mus‘ab Ibn
‘Umair was appointed the flag bearer of the Muhajirs, Hubab
Ibn Mundhir of the Khazraj, and the standard of the Aas
was given to Sa‘d Tbn Mu‘adh.

Early in the morning the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) was putting his forces in battle-array.
With an arrow in his hand, he said to the Faithful to draw
up in lines so that none should be out of place even by an
inch. Noise is a common feature of battle-fields, but they
were all forbidden to utter a single cry.

On this occasion, when the Muhajirs were pitted against
overwhelming numbers, re-inforcement by a single person
ought to have been welcome. But to keep the plighted word
was a8 dear to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) as life itself. Two Companions, Hudhaifa Ibn
al-Yaman and Abd Husail had been off on a journey. .On
their way back they were stopped by the infidels under the
belief that they were going to the help of the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him). They denied and pro-
mised not to take part in the fight. They reached the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and re-
lated the whole story ; the Prophet remarked that he would
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honour their word in any case, and that he required no help
but that of God.?

Now there were two forces face to face, truth against
untruth, light against darkness, Islam against infidelity. The
Qur’sn says :

“Indeed there was a sign for you in the two hosts which
met together in encounter, one party fighting in the way
of God and the other unbelieving.” 2:19)

A strange spectacle it was indeed ! The fate of Mono-
theism in this wide world depended on a few lives. The two
authentic books of Hadith report that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him), in earnest devotion and
with his hands out-stretched, was praying to Allah in these
words : “0’ Alldh ! fulfil this day, Thy promise made unto
me.”” So absorbed was he, and unconscious of himself, that
his shroud would slip down from over his shoulders and he
did not know it. Sometimes ho would lay his forehead on
the ground and pray : <0’ Allah, if this little band is wiped
off this day, none shall ever worship Thee till the end of the
world.” His agony moved his friends to tears and Abi Bakr
(Allzh be pleased with him) consoled him saying that Alldh
would certainly fulfil His Promise. Ultimately, with a paci-
fied soul, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) rose reeiting :

“Soon shall the host be routed, and they shall turn their
backs.” (2:45)

Thus did the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him) foretell the victory that was to come.

By this time the forces of the Quraish had drawn neaper,
but the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him)
ordered his Companions not to move forward but to check

1. Sahih Muslim, Chapter “Al.-Wafa al-‘Ahid, Kitab al-Jihad''—8,
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the advancing enemy with their arrows when they got near
enough.

This battle brought to view a unique scene of sacrifice
and reckless valour. When the two armies met, warriors
saw their own near and dear ones under the flash of their
steel. Abi Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) stepped for-
ward, a paked sword in hand, to engage his own son who
had not come over to Islam upto that time.! When ‘Utba
came out, his Muslim son Hudhaifa advanced to meet him ;
and the sword of ‘Umar (Allsh be pleased with him), was
red with the blood of his maternal uncle.?

The battle started when ‘Amir Hadrami who claimed his
brother’s blood come out of the ranks. Mehja’, a freed slave
of ‘Umar, went out to meet him and was killed.

‘Utba, the chief in command, had been stung to the
quick by the taunt of Aba Jahl. He came out of the line
with his brother and son ; and ralled for an adversary. It
wag customary with men of repute among the Arabs to go
out to the battlefield with a special mark of distinction. ‘Utba
had a feather of an ostrich stuck on his chest. ‘Adf, Mu‘ddh
and ‘Abdullah Ibn Rawaha came out to meet the Quraish
notables. ‘Utba asked them their names ; and on learning
that they were all Ansaris, he seid he had nothing to do with
them. Then he ealled to the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) saying they (Mu‘adh and others)
were not his equals.® The Prophet (peace and blessings of

1. Ieti*ad, description of 'Abd al-Rahman Ibn Abj Bakr,
2. Sirat Ibn Hisham, Muhammad Ali Press, Egypt, p. 381.

3. The wordsa that ocour in hooks of traditions are different, In
Abit Dawdid, Chapter on Jihdd, we find that ‘Utba said they were
concerned with their cousins and not with them. 'The Ansar tradi-
tionists do not take these words to mean an insult to the Ansar.

[Contd. on p. 19
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Allah be upon him) asked 4nsdrs to retire. Hamza, ‘Ali and
“Ubaida (Allih be pleased with them) took up the challenge,
They had helmets over their faces and could not be recog-
nized,? ‘Utba asked who they were ? They told him their
names and parentage. “Yes”, said ‘Utba, ¢““you are a match
for us.” ¢“Utba engaged Hamza, Walid came upon °‘Ali and
both the infidels were slain, But ‘Utba’s brother, Shaiba,
wounded ‘Ubaida. ‘Ali (Alldh be pleased with him) came up
and did bim to death. He lifted up ‘Ubaida on his shoulders
and brought him to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). ‘Ubaida (Allah be pleased with him) asked
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) if he
had earned martyrdom, the Prophet assured him that he was
dying a martyr. “Had Aba Talib been alive”, said ¢‘Ubaida
(Allah be pleased with him), “he would have admitted that
I am the person to whom this couplet of his applies......”"?

«We shall not hand over Muhammad to the enemies #ill
we die fighting and get separated from our wives and
children.”

“Ubaida, son of Sa‘id Ibn al-‘As, then came out of the
ranks, clad in iron from head to foot. *“I am Abn Kirsh”,
he cried. Zubair came forward to meet him, No partof
‘Uhbaida’s body was visible except the eyes. Zubair aimed

Contd. from p. 18]
They think the Quraish demanded revengo for blood from the Quraish.
However, it goes without saying that the Meccans did not consider
the Ansar their equals,  Authentie traditions report that when
Abii Jahl was killed by an Ansari, he exclaimed with sorrow, “Oh,
that I had been killed by any other than a pensent.” The Quraish
considered farming a mean profession and the Angiris carried on
farming. .

1. Ibn Sa‘d, Ghazwa Badr and Bidaya wal Nihiya Ibn Kathir, Vol. 1II,
p. 273, Cairo Edition.

2. Zurqdni, in this conmection there are various reports and each is
equally authentic, so whichsoever one likkes one may choose,



20

his spear at eye and with one stroke, laid Abd Kirsh dead
on the ground. The spear had sunk so deep that it came off
only when Zubair pulled hard at it with his feet on the dead
body ; but its ends had both got upturned. This spear wag
preserved as a relic. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) took it from Zubair (Allah be pleased
with him), it passed to each of the four Caliphs one after
the other, ultimately coming into the possession of ‘Abdullah
Ibn Zubair Zubair received several wounds in this battle,
the one of the shoulder being so deep that, when healed up,
one could pass a finger into it, which was quite a fun for
“Urwa, the little son of Zubair. The sword with which he
had fought had become all indented. When ‘Abdullah Ibn
Zubair (Allah be pleased with him) was slain, ‘Abd al-Malik
asked ‘Urwa if he could recognize the sword. ¢Yes", was
the reply. “How will you do it 7"’ again asked ‘Abd al-
Mailik,  “I shall know it”, said “‘Urwa, “from the notches on
the blade made in the battle of Badr.” ‘Abd al-Malik testi-
fied to this statement and recited the line : “In them (the
awords) are euts resulting from strokes in the battle.” Then
‘Abd al-Malik gave the sword to *Urwa, ‘Urwa had its price
estimated and it was found to be worth three thousand ; ite
blade had silver work on it.2

Now started a general attack. The infidels were fighting
confident of their strength, but the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allzh be upon him) on the other side, was seeking
Divine help with his forehead on the ground.

Abit Jahl had been notorious for his mischief and hos-
tility towards Islam. Mu‘awwidh and Mu‘adh, two brothers
from amongst the Ansdr, had consequently taken a vow to

1. The whole story has been described in Sahih al-Bukhdri, Chapter
“Ghazwa Badg,”

2. Ibid,
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destroy thir accursed fellow whenever they could cateh sight

of him, or get themselves martyred. ,

‘Abd al-Rahmian Ibn ‘Adf reported that he was at his post,
when all of a sudden he saw the two young men coming up,
one on his right and the other on his left. One of them whis-
pered in his ear, “Where is Abii Jahl ?° “My geod nephew”,
said ‘Abd al-Rahman, “What business have you with
Abi Jahl 2”7 «I have vowed to God,” said the young man,
“‘that whenever I happen to meet him, I will kill him or be
killed myself.” Before ‘Abd al-Rahmin could make a reply,
the other youth was whispring to him the same words. <Abd
al-Rahman pointed to the place where Abii Jahl stood. That
very instant the two swooped down on him like falcons and,
Abii Jahl was grovelling in dust. These youths, Mu‘awwidh
and Mu‘adh, were the sons of ¢Afral <Ikrama, the son of
Abu Jahl attacked Mu‘adh from behind and dealt a blow
with his sword on the left shoulder, with the result that the
arm was almost severed, and left dangling by a mere shred
of muscle. Mu‘adh continued to fight in this mutilated con-
dition ; but the dangling arm was causing trouble., Pressing
the hand under a foot, he tore it oft, and now he was free to

mave.

Before the commencement of the battle, the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had said that,
with the Quraisb, there were many who had been forced to
join the army against their will. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alldh be upon him) had even told their names,
and Abi al-Bakhtari was one of them. Mujdhar,? who was
an Ansari, sighted Abd al-Bakhtari and told him that, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon him) having
ordered them to refrain from killing him, he would let him.
g0. Abi al-Bakhtari had a companion, and asked if protec-

1. Some reports have Mu‘ddh Ibn ‘Amr and Mu‘adh Ibn *Afra,

2. Also pronounced as Mujadhdhar—Translator,
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tion would be extended to his companion as well. Mujdhar
refused. Aba al-Bakhtar! then said that he could not stand
the taunt of the Quraish women that Bakhtari left his com-
panion in the lurch to save his own life. Then reciting &
war song he attacked Mujdhar and was killed. The song
said that a man of noble birth cannot desert a friend till
he is himself put to death or his friend finds a way out.

On the death of ‘Utba and Abi Jahl, the Quraish were
shaken in their resolve and the army lost heart,

The arch-enemy of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah bs upon him), Umayya Ibn Khalaf had also joined
the Quraish army. Sometime back, ‘Abd al-Rahmin Ibn ‘Aaf
had promised him safety if he came to Medina. The battle
should have been a nice opportunity for the Muslims to be
revenged upon this enemy of God. But to honour a pledge
was the hall mark of the Muslim. ‘Abd al-Rahman did his
best to let Umayya make good his escape. He took him to
a hill, but was detected by Bilal who let the Ansir know of
it. Inan instant some Muslims fell upon him. ¢Abd al-
Rahman pushed forward Umayya’'s sons to shield him, and
he was slain. But the assailants were not satisfied and
advanced towards Umayya himsclf. ‘Abd al-Rahmin asked
him to lie down, and when he had donc so, ‘Abd al- Rahmin -~
bent down over him to proteet him against attack. But the
assailants reached out their hands from under the legs of
‘Abd al-Rahm@n and despatched him. <Abd al-Rahmin him-
self was severely wounded in the leg which remained scarred
for a long time.!

After the death of Abu Jahl, ‘Utba and others, the
Quraish laid down their arms. The Muslims now began
taking them prisoners. “Abbas, ‘Aqil (brother of ‘Ali), Naufal,

1, All theso details are given in Sahth al-Bukhari but not in the Chapter
of Maghazi under tho heading of “Wikalah.”” It is'for this reason
that the historians have overlooked jt—8.
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Aswad Ibn ¢‘Amir, ‘Abdullah Ibn Zam*a and a host of other
leading persons were captured.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him)
asked the Muslims to bring news how Abd Jahl had fared.
‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘id searched for him among the dead and
found him struggling with death. <Is it you, Aba Jahl ?”
asked ‘Abdullah. “Is it” he retorted, “a matter for pride
that a man has been killed by his own community.”*
Abi Jahl had once struck ‘Abdullah with a stone. In a
revengeful mood ‘Abdulish Ibn Mas‘ad placed his foot on his
neck. O gouat-herds-man,” oried Aba Jahl, “look, where
thou placest thy foot.” ¢Abdullah cut his head off, brought
it to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
and placed it at his feet.?

Western historians, who can think only in terms of
material causes and affects, are left wondering how a body
of three hundred footmen could vanquish oune thousand
adversaries reinforced with a hundred horse. But Divine
help has many a time worked wonders like that. Neverthe-
less, the mircale of Badr has much to satisfy even those who
have no eyes but for externals. The Quraish were a disunited
horde. ‘Utba, the commander-in- chief was not agreeable to
fighting, and the tribe of Zahrah had turned back from Badr.
The rains had affected the battle.field in & manner that the
site ooccupied by the Quraish had been rendered too muddy
for moving to and fro. The Quraish were over.awed and
migoalculated the number of the Muslims to be double of
themselves, to which the Qur’an refers in these words :

“Indeed there was a sign for you in the two hosts that
met, one host fighting in the way of Allah, and the other
disbelieving, beholding themselves, with their own eyes,
twice as many as they.” (3:13)

1. Salth al-Bukhiri, Ghazwa Badr.
2. Ibid.
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The Quraish had no order discipline, whereas, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), with an
arrow in his hand, had personally arranged his men in lines.
Again the Muslims had passed restful night and woke up
fresh in the morning, while Quraish had been too perturbed
to have a good sleep.

These may be ascribed as the causes that explain the
ovent. They are however, accidents. How and why did
they happen to so combine and coincide ? This was the way
help came from God. Comparing the Quraish and the Muslim
armies, no military expert could expect a victory for the
Muslims. The Quraish had wealth on their side, some of
them fecding the entire force single-handed, the Muslims
were penniless ; the Quraish numbered one thousand, while
the Muslims were only three hundred; the Quarish had a
hundred horsemen, the Muslims had only two_horses; very
few Muslims had a full equipment-or weapons, on the other
hand, each of the Quraish was clad in steel from head to
foot.

With all these odds against them, the Muslims found, at
the end of the battle, that they had lost only fourteen, six
Muhagjirs and eight Angdris. On the other hand, the Quraish
were crushed to the back-bone ; and almost all the dignitaries
who had led the tribes and had been reputed warriors were
wiped off. Of these, Shaiba, ‘Utba, Abd Jahl, Abi al-Baktars,
Zamea Ibn al-Aswad, ‘As Ibn Hisham, Umayya Ibn Khalaf,
Munabbeh Ibn al-Hajjaj, were the cream of Mecoans. Abdut
seventy men were killed and as many taken prisoners, Out
of the seventy prisoners two, ‘Ugbh and Nadr Ibn Harith,
were put to death and the rest brought to Medina as captives.
The captives included ‘Abbids, *Aqil and Aba al-‘As, the

second was the brother of <Ali, and the third, the son-in-law
of the Prophet.

It was usual with the Prophet, (peace and blessings of
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Allzh be upon him) to get a dead body buried wherever he
came across one. On this occasion the number was so great
that it was difficult to bury them separately. He therefore,
ordered the corpses to be thrown into a well that lay near-by.
Only the dead body of Umayya which had got so sowllen that
it could not be removed from the place was buried on the
spot.t

The prisoncrs were brought before the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) in Medina, when Sauda,
the wife of the Prophet, was also present. She saw Suhail Ibn
‘Umar, a kinsman of hers, among the prisoners, and could
not help saying: “You too have pub fetters on your feet,
Jike women, Could not you die fighting.”¥

The prisoners of war were distributed in twos and fours
among the Companions, with instructions to look to their
comfort. The Companions carried out the Prophet’s wishes
so faithfully that they offered their food to the prisoners,
while they themselves had to be content with mere dates.
Abii ‘Aziz, the brother of Mus‘ab Ibn ‘Umair, was one of the
prisoners. He says that tho Ansdris who had charge of him
used to place bread before him while they themselves took
date. He felt ashamed and forced it into their hands, but
they would not even touch it and returned it to him. This
was because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) had ordered the Companions to treat the prisoners well.?

One of the captives was Suhail Ibn ‘Amr, an eloquent
speaker, who used to harangue against the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) in public. ‘Umar (Allih be
pleagsed with him) suggested to the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) to get two of his lower teeth pulled

1. Roud al-dnaf.
2. Ibn Misham,
3. Tabari, p. 1338,



e

26

out to rob him of his fine delivery. “If I disable him”, replied
the Prophet, “God may disable my limbs in return, though I

.am His Messenger.’"!

‘Abbis had no shirt on. He was a tall man and no shirt
could be found to fit his size. ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, the
prince of the Hypocrites, alone was equally tall and he made
a present of his shirt. Sahih al-Bukhari says that it was to
return this kindness that the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him), on the death of ‘Abdullah, offered his
own shirt for his dead body.?

It is generally reported that on reaching Medina the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) consulted
the Companions concerning the fate of the prisoners of war.
Abii Bakr (Allzh be pleased with him) was in favour of sett-
ing them free for ransom as all of them happened to be their
own kith and kin, But in the opinion of ‘Umar (Allih be
pleased with him), Islam knew no kinship and they all de-
gerved to be put to death—each to be slain by his own
Muslim kinsman. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) approved the suggestion of Abt Bakr
(Allah be pleased with him) and the prisoners werc set free
on payment of ransom. At this step God expressed His dis-
pleasure and the following Verse was revealed :

“Were it not that a writ had already gone forth from
Allah, there would surely have touched you a mighty
torment for that which ye took.” (8:67)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) and Abt Bakr (Allah be pleased with him), as the story
runs, burst into tears at this admonition from God.

1. Tabari, p. 1344.

2. Sakih al-Bukhari, p. 422, Chapter “Kiswat al-Usara’’ (Clothing the
Prisoners).

&
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This is a report found in almost every book of history
and tradition. Ae to the cause of displeasure, however, there
is a difference of opinion. The words in Tirmidhi lead one to
conclude that upto that time there had been received no
instructions regarding booty. The Companions, following the
prevailing custom, had taken to collecting booty and thus
incurred Divine displeasure. In the absence of a previous
injunction in this respect, the offence was pardoned and the
booty already seized dectared legal. The Verse expressing
displeasure is followed by the Verse which runs thus :

“Bat ye then of that which ye have obtained of spoil
lawful and clean, and fear Alldh, verily Allah is Forgiv-
ing, Merciful.” (8:69)

This Verse clarifies that what had come into the hands of
the Muslims was made lawful ; and that was the booty they
had procured ? In short, according to the versions of Sakik
Muslim and 7irmidhi the Divine displeasure was due to
either the charging of ransom or the collecting of booty. In
the words of Sakik Muslim when the Verse expressing God’s
displeasure was revealed, the Prophet (pcace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him) burst into tears ; and whon ‘Umar (Allih
be pleased with him) asked him the reason, the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allsh be upon him) remarked : I am shedd-
ing tears because of the displeasure of Alldh at the charging
of ransom by your fellow Companions.” Generally this Verse
has becn miscontrued, and the displeasure ascribed to having
spared the lives of the prisoners ; to which the following Verse
is believed to lend support :

“It behoveth not a prophet that he should have captives
until he hath greatly slaughtered in the land.” (8 : 67)

But this Verse is really intended to prohibit taking prisoners
before there takes place a good deal of fighting. it does not
yield the conclusion that prisoners taken before shedding -of
blood have to be put to death aftor the battle is over,
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In short each prisoner was charged 4,000 Dirhams.
Those who were too poor to pay were get free without any
ransom, and those who knew how to write were asked to teach

it to ten Muslimgs children in lieu of their ransom.! Zaid Ibn
Thabit learnt writing under this arrangement.?

The Ansir offered to forgo the ransom for ‘Abbas as he
was their nephew on the mother’s side. But the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not like this
preferential treatment and ‘Abbas too had to pay. The ran-
som charged was generally fixed at 4,000 Dirhams, but the
wealthy were made to pay more. ‘Abbas was rich and con-
sequently, he was asked to pay a larger sum. He complained
to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ;
he could not understand that the principle of eguality estab-
lished by Islam made no difference belween man and man
—kinsman or no kinsman, plebian or patrician, were ail
alike.? (But with this scrupulous sense of duty and equality,
the Prophet, had that feeling heart which made slecp impos-
sible when ‘Abbis groaned at night. Only when peoplo had
undone the knot, the Prophet could sleep.)*

The son-in-law of the Prophet, Abii al-‘\s, was also
among the prisoners of war. He had no money to pay. He
sent word to his wife, Zainab, the daughter of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him), who was at Mecca
to send him the money. When Zainab had been given in marria-
age, Khadija, the wife of the Prophet, had bestowed on her &
valuable necklace as part of dowry. Along with the sum of
money Zainab sent that necklace as well. The Prophet (peace

Muanad Ihn Hanbal, Vol. T, p. 247.
Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d, p. 14,
Sahik al-Bukharl, Vol, I, Book al-Maghazi, p. 672,

As clarified by Suyyid Sulaiman, the compiler of this volume, the
ropes of all the prisoners were loosened ; not of ‘Abbas alono—
Translator,

L
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) was moved to tears when
he saw that token of love presented twenty-five years back.
He asked the Comrpanions if they would consent to return to
the daughter the relic of a dead mother. They most willingly
nodded assent and the necklace was returned.?

Being set free, Abd al-‘As reached Mecca and sent Zainab
to Medina. Abii al-‘As was a tradesman. A few years later
he set out for Syria with a good deal of merchandise. On the
way back, he fell into the hands of a party of Muslims, who
took possession of his merchandise ; and divided it among
themselves. Abi al-¢As stole away to Zainab, and she gave
him shelter. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him) requested the people who had attacked him to
return his merchandise, if they pleased. They gave a ready
consent, and returned everything they had seized. Now this
was a stroke that was sure to hit. Aba al-As reached Mecca,
clearcd his accounts with his partners and turned a Muslim.
He told the Meccans that he had come to Mecca and settled
his accounts with them so that they might not accuse him of
having turned & Muslim to-evade their demands for payment
of their money.2

The news of the rout at Badr réached Mecca and there
was wailing and weeping in every house. Touched with
shame, the Quraish had it announced that no lamentations
would be permitted. Aswad had lost three sons but the
sense of national honour did not allow him to shed 3 single
tear. One day he heard some crying and wailing and thought
that the Quraish had perhaps allowed it. “Go,” he said to
his servant, “See who is weeping. Has that been permitted ?
My bosom is all on fire. Could I but cry my grief out ; it
would be a relief to me.” The servant came back with the
news that a woman was weeping for a lost camel, and spon-

1. Tabari, p. 348 and Abi Diwid.
2. Ibid.
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taneously the following lines fell from his lips :

“She weeps for the loss of a camel and can’t sleep. Oh,
weep not for a camel. Shed thy tears on Badr where fate
failed us. If thou hast to weep, then weep for ‘Aqil, weep
for Harith who was a lion among the lions.”

‘Umair Tbn Wahb was deadly hostile to Islam. With
Safwadn Tbn Umayya sitting by his side at a place called
Hujr, ‘Umair was lamenting the fate of those who had fallen
in the battle of Badr. “By God,” execlaimed Safwan. “Life
has lost all its relish now.”” “Right you are,” said ‘Umair,
«had I not been in debt or encumbered with children, I would
have ridden to Medina and killed Muhammad. My son is a
prisoner there !”” ¢Care not for your debts or your children,”
replied Safwin, «I will look to all your affairs.”’ ‘Umair
went home, dipped his sword in poison and reached Medina,
‘Umar (Allzh be pleased with him), having read his intentions
from his face, caught hold of his neck and brought him to
‘the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him).
“Let off his neck,” said the Prophet, and then turned to
‘Umair saying, “Get nearer. What is the object of your
visit 2’ ¢I have come,” said ‘Umair, *‘to plead for the release
of my son.” “Why then are you armed with a sword ?” the
Prophet asked. “Swords were of no avail at Badr,” came
the reply. “Why ! Did not, you and Safwan sitting at Hujr
hatch a plot to kill me,” answered the Prophet. ‘Umair was
stunned at the disclosure of his secret and exclaimed <O
Muhammad, verily you are a Prophet. By God, none except
Safwan and myself knew of this affa.r.” The Quraish who
should have heard of the murder of the Prophet, were now
served with the news of ‘Umair’s conversion.!

‘Umair, the brave, now a Muslim, returned to Mecca, the
Mecea of which the very sands were at this time thirsting

1. All these details are there in Tabari, quoting‘Urwa Ibn Zubair,
p- 1354,
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for Muslim blood, On reaching Mecca, he started preaching
Islam and many & damned soul got the lxghb through his
labours.

The Battle of Badr spoken in the Qur’iin

One of the distinguishing features of this battle is that
God speaks of it at full length in th» Qur'in which devotes
a whole chapter, entitled “Anfal,” to the favours shown at
Badr and the various other issues connected with it. There
is no source under the sky, more authentic and reliable than
that, to bring to light the true facts. The Chapter runs
thus :

“The believers are only those whose hearts thrill with
fear when Allah is mentioned, and when His revelations
are rehearsed unto them, they increase their faith and
who trust in their Lord. Who established prayer and
who expend of that wherewith We have provided them.
Those : it is they who are the true believers. For them
are degrees with their Lord and forgiveness and a pro-
vision honourable. This is like what time thy Lord had
caused thee to go forth from thy house for a right cause,
while a party among the believers were averse. Dispu-
ting with thee respecting the right cause after it had be-
come manifest, as though they were led forth unto death
while they looked on. And recall what time Allih was
promising you one of the two parties that it should be
yours, and ye would fain have that the one without arms
were yours ; whilst Allah be-sought to justify the truth
by His words and to cut off the root of the infidels. In
order that He might justify the truth and falsify the false
even though the guilty ones were averse. And recall what
time ye implored your Lord and He answered you : verily
I am about to succour you with a thousand of angels
rank. And Allsh made not this save as a glad tidings,
and that your hearts might thereby be set at rest ; and
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succour cometh not but from Allsh., Verily Allih is
Mighty, Wise. Recall what time He caused slumber to
cover you as a security from Himself, and He sent down
rain upon you from heaven that He might cleanse you
thereby and that He might gird up your hearts and make
your feet firm thereby. And recall what time thy Lord
ingpired the angels : Verily I am with you, so keep firm
those who have believed : I will cast horror into the
hearts of those who have disbelieved ; so smite them
above the necks and smite of them every fingertip.
This, because they have resisted Allah and His Apostle,
and whosoever resisteth Allah and His Apostle, then
verily Allah is severe in retribution. This! taste it then,
and know that for the infidels is the torment of the Fire.
O ye who believe ! whenever ye meet those who dis-
believe marching slowly turn them not your backs. And
whosoever turneth his back to them on such a day, un-
less it be swerving to a fight or wriggling round to an-
other company, hath surely drawn upon himself indigna-
tion from Allih, and his resort is Hell—an evil destina-
tion ! Wherefore ye slew them not, but Allzh slew them,
and thou threwest not, when thou threwest, but Allzh
in order that He might test the belisvers by a fair
test from Him. Verily Allah is Hearing, Knowing.
Thus ! And know that Allih weakeneth the contrivance
of the infidels. If ye be sought a judgment, then surely
a‘judgment hath come unto you, And if ye desist, it will
be better for you and if ye return, We will return; and
your host shall avail you not, although numerous it be,
and know that verily Allah is with the believers.”

@ :2:19)

“And know that whatsoever ye obtain of spoils then
verily unto Allah belongeth a fifth thereof and unto the
Apostle and unto his kindred and the orphans and the
needy and the wayfarer if ye indeed have believed in
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Allzh and that which We sent down on Our bondman on
the day of distinetion, the day whereon the two hosts
met. And Alldh is over everything Potent. And recall
what time ye were on the hither side and they were on
the yonder side and the caravan below you. And if ye
had mutually appointed yo would surely have failed the
appointment. But the action was so brought about in
order that Allih may decree an affair already enacted,
so that he who was to perish, should perish after an evi-
dence and he who was to remain alive may remain alive
after an evidence. And verily Allih is Hearing, Knowing.
And recall what time Allah shewed them few unto thee
in thy dream. And had He shewn them numerous unto
thee surely ye would have flagged and surely ye would
have disputed over the affair; but Allah saved you.
Verily He is the knower of that which is in the breasts.
And recall what time He shewed them few in your eyes
when ye met and lessened you in their eyes in order that
Allzh might decree an affair already enacted ; and unto
Allih are all affairs returned. O ye who believe ! when
ye meet a party, stand firm and remember Allgh much,
that haply ye may fare well. And obey Allah and His
Apostle, and dispute not, lest ye flag and your predomi-
nence depart ; and be patient. Verily Allah is with the .
patient. And be not like unto those who came forth
from their homes vaunting and to be secn of men and
hindering others from the way of Allih ; and Alldh is the
Encompasser of that which they work. (8 : 41-47)

““It behoveth not a prophet that he should have cap-
tives until he hath greatly slaughtered in the land. Ye
seek the gear of the world, while Allih seeketh the Here-
after, and Allih is Mighty, Wise. Were it not that a
writ had already gone forth from Alldh, there would
surely have touched you a mighty torment for that which
ye took ? Hat ye then of that which ye have obtained
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of spoil, lawful and clean, and fear Alldh ; verily Allah
is Forgiving, Merciful.” (8 : 66-69)

€0 Prophet ! say unto the captives who are in your
hands : if Allah knoweth any good in your hearts He
will give you better than that which hath been taken
away from you, and shall forgive you; and Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful. And if they seek defrauding thee,
then they have defrauded Allah before, yet He gave thee

power over them ; and Allah is Knowing, Wise.”
(8 : 70, T1)

“And assuredly Allih had succoured you at Badr while
ye were humble. Wherefore fear Allah that haply ye
may return thanks.” (3:23



A REVIEW OF THE BATTLE
OF BADR

Having given a bare description of events, we now pros
ceed to a critical examination of the question whether the
battle of Badr was a defensive measure against the Quraish
or, as generally stated by historians, a high-way robbery
directed against a trade.caravan.

I know there is a difference between history and a court
of law, and that history narrates its facts not quite in the
same manner as a court of law adopts to write down its ver-
dict. I also admit that my duty is to narrate facts and not to
write down a judgment. But there is an occasion when a his-
torical event has assumed the nature of a law suit, and I am
forced to deviate from the usual style and deal with the issues
on the lines of a legal judgment.

In doing 8o, I fear naught if all the historians and biogra-
phers stand arrayed against me. It shall soon be evident that
truth, single-handed, may conquer a host. In order to ensure
continuity in the line of thought, we must first tell our readers
what, (in the light of our researches) was the real situation.

The fact is that the whole of Mecea was crying for revenge
at the death of Hadrami. This had led to petty skirmishes
and each party was living in dread of the other. As usual in
such circumstances, rumours take wing, At this time Abd
Sufyan travelled to Syria at the head of a big trade caravan,
He was still in Syria when & rumour was bruited abroad that
the Muslims were planning an attack on the caravan. Abi
Sufyan despatched a messenger post-haste to Mecca to inform

35
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the Quraish, and Quraish started making preparations for
war. In Medina it was believed that the Quraish were bring-
ing up a huge army to sttack the city. The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) decided to take defensive
measures ; and thus took place the battle of Badr.

In order to decide the issue, let us first state the princi-
vles uncontroversially accepted by all of us. They will serve
an established fundamentals in the progress of our discussion,
"They are as follows :

1. Tl a fact has been described by the Qur'Zin in clear
words, no contradictory report, from whatosever
source, shall be deemed reliable.

Due regard shall be paid to the grade of-authenticity
in which each book on traditions has been generally
placed.

!3

It is generally agreed that when the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Alldh be upon him) came to know that the
Quraish had set out from Mecca with great preparations, he
turned to the Companions and sought their views. The
Muhajirs were highly enthusiastic in volunteering them-
selves; but the Prophet (peace and biessings of Allih be upon
him) was anxious to know if the 4ngir were willieg. Sa‘d or
some other respectable Ansdri realised the sibuation and stood
up, and thus.addressed the Prophet : ¢Is it we you mean ?
We are not the sort of people who had told Moses to go him-
self with his God and earry on the fight, while they would sit
where they were. By Allah, if you order us, we will plunge
down into sea or fire.”

It is also agreed that there were some of the Companions
who hesitated to take part in the battle. The Holy Qur'an
8RY8 :

“Though a party among the believers were averse.”
(8 :5)
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Historians and traditionists generally accounted for the
Prophet’s anxiety to know the views of the Ansdr, by refer-
ence to the promise given by them at the time of Bai‘al (oath
of allegiance) at Mecca. There the Ansazr had promised to
oppose the enemy if Medina itself was attacked. They were
not pledged to give battle out of Medina. The crucial point
in our controversy is the location of the place where the con-
sultations took place. Historians say that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) had mind to attack the
trade caravan when he first set out from Mediaa, but when he
had gone a distance of a few stages he came to know of the
approaoch of the Quraish army. It was then and there that
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) call-
ed the dnrsar and the Muhajirs to ascertain their views. All
that followed took place here. But, transcending the writers
on Sira {biography) or any other source whatanever, we have
the testimony of the Qur’ain, which we must all accept in
humble submission, The Qur'an says :

¢This is like what time the Lord had caused thee to go
forth from thy house for a party among the believers were
averse. Disputing with thee respecting the right cause
after it had become manifest, as though they were led
forth unto death while they looked on. And recall what
time Allzh was promising you one of the two parties that
it should be yours, and ye would fain have that the one
without arms were yours ; whilst Allah besought to
justify the truth by His words and to cut off the root of
the infidels.” 8:7

L 33

According to the rules of Arabic grammar, the Wa'a “3ly
occurring in the phrase “Wa Inna” in the above passage is
“ajle 519" “Wa'it Haliyah” or consequential, which makes the
flinching of & group from battle, a simultaneous occurrence
with the setting out of tho Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) from Medina and pot with a later time
when he had marched off some stages. Wa's Haliyak



38

ta)s 3" or the consequential Wa'id ¢3's” denotes that the
time when they hesitated was no other than the time they
were coming out of their houses.

2. The foregoing Verse clearly indicates that it was
a time when the Muslims could expect either the trade
caravan or the army coming from Mecca. Historians allege
that it speaks of the time when the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) had reached Badr. But we know
that by the time the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) reached Badr, the trade caravan had safely passed
off. In these circumstances how could God promise to place
at their disposal one of the two—the trade caravan or the
Quraish army. Thus it is evident that according to the
Qur'anic Verse the consultations were held at a time when
either of the two could be attacked that is, the time when the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) was still
at Medina and when a trade caravan was reported to be on
the road under Abt Sufydn, while s Quraish army fully
equipped for battle, on the march from Mecca.

3. Another point that deserves to be noted is that, of
the two bodies of infidels spoken of in this Verse, one is the
trade caravan and the other a force splendid and equipped
Ghair Dhit Shaukatah 1538 ol as”, namely the Quraish
army advancing from Mecca to give battle. The Verse also
clarifies that a section of the Muslims were in' favour of an
attack on the caravan, which God disapproved in these
words :

«And you would fain have that the one without arms
were yours; whilst Allah besought to justify the truth by
His words and to falsify the false even though the guilty
ones were averse.” ' 8:4)

On one side are those who want to attack the caravan
and on the other is God Who wills to establish the truth with
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His word and uproot infidelity altogether. Which side would
the Holy Prophet take ? I shudder at the thought of the
answer to this question, if it should accord with the statements
of our historians and traditionists.

4. Let us now consider another aspect. The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) is marching out of
Medina with the best force he could muster. Three hundred
Muhdjirs and Ansdr he commands—including ¢Ali (Allah be
pleased with him), the future victor of Khaibar, and Amir
Hamza, the top-most warrior, each of whom is by himself a
match for a whole army. With all that (as is clearly mentioned
in the Qur'in) some of the Companions feel their hearts sink-
ing for fear as though they were being driven into the jaws of
death. The Qur’an says :

“While a party among the believers were averse. Disput-
ing with thee respecting the right cause after it had
become manifest, as though they were led forth unto
death.” (8:4,5)

If the object was merely to attack the trade caravan, why
then this fear, this fidgety feelings, this evasive attitude.
Many a time before this, as the historians report, batches
of men had been despatched to pillage the caravans. None
of them had ever been injured. Why should this particular
caravan inspire so great a fear that a good many of them, in
spite of their numbers, are seen drooping down unnerved ?
Decidedly it proves that the approach of a huge army had
been reported to the Muslims before they left the city.

5. The Holy Qur’an has yet another Verse regarding this
affair. It was revealed at the time when the Holy Prophst

- (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) was still in Medina

ag expressly reported in Sakih al-Bukhiri (Commentary on
Siira Nisi or the Women). The Verse runs thus:

“Not equal are the holders back among the believers,
save those who are disable and the strivers in the way 0.
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Allzh with their riches and their lives. Allzh hath pre.
ferred in rank the strivers with their riches and their
lives above the holders-back, and unto all Allah hath
promised good.” (4 : 95)

8Sahil al-Bukhirl quotes here comment of Ibn ¢‘Abbas
who said that those who did not participate in the battle
could not be equated with those who participated. Sahib al-
Bukhari adds that the Verse when first revealed made no ex-
ception in case of those suffering from physical disability.
‘Abdullah Ibn Maktam, when the Verse was reported to him,
camse to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) with a request to be excused as he had lost his eyesight.
Then and there the words “except those who are disable”
were revealed to be appended. This makes it certain that
while still at Medina the Muslims had come to know that
they were going niot to attack a trade caravan, but to measure
swords and lay down their lives.!

6. Regarding the Quraish infidels who came from Mecca
to fight at Badr, the Holy Qur’in says :

“And be not like unto those who came forth from their
homes vaunting and to be seen of menand hindering
others from the way of Allih; and the Allih is the
Encompasser of that which they work.” (8:47)

Next to the Qur’an is the status of the Ifaditk. A number
of books on traditions give a brief or detailed description of
Badr. Barring the report narrated on the authority of Ka‘b
Ibn Malik, I did not come across, in my study of these books,
& single report saying that the Prophet (peace and blessings

1. All these arguments aro useless. Snyyid Sulaimin himsell realised
his mistuke in not treating Kath as « trustworthy narmtor. He in
his prefuce to the fifth edifion of this velume has expressed hig
sincerest repentance for what he hus writ Len here nwl in the coming

v,

lines—Trauslator,
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of Allzh be upon him) had set out for Badr in order to inter-
cept the trade-caravan. The report of Ka‘h Ibn Milik is
worth diseussing in the light of the following facts :

1. XKa‘b Ibn Malik himself had not been a participant
in the battle of Badr, hence he does not report from personal
observation.

2. The motive behind the report is to under-estimate the
importance of Badr so that he might forgive himself for his
absence. That it was an eventful encounter may best be
jadged from the fact that the Qur’an called it the “Day of
Proof or Decision”, and promised absolution from sins to
those who took part in it. The participants in this battle
were always highly honoured, and received the highest pen-
gions in the days of ‘Umar (Allzh be pleased with him). To
be called a Badri (participant in the battle of Badr) was a
special mark of honour.?

The roport of Ka‘b Ibn Milik is as follows :

“From Ka'b who says : I never kept away from accom-
panying the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) in any battle except that of Tabik and the
Ghazwa of Badr, the which too I missed and no displeasure
was shown to any who did not join it for the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had set out in
search of the caravan, but God brought the two forces face to
face unexpectedly.”

Against this there is a report on the authority of Anas
(Alldh be pleased with him) mentioned by Muslim. It runs
thus :

1. Anas (Allih be pleased with him) reporte:! ihat when
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon

1. Bukhart and A uslim, Chapter *Fadilat Shaba,*’
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him) came to know of the approach of Abu Sufyan,
he held consultations and sought advice, Aba Bakr
(Allah be pleased with him) spoke, but the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) was not
attentive to him, Then ‘Umar, (Allah be pleased
with him) followed Abt Bakr (Allih be pleased with
him) and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was again not attentive. Then
Se‘’d Ibn ‘Ubada stood up and asked if the Prophet
wanted to know their views. On oathhe declared that
if he ordered them to jump with their horses into
a river, they would do it, and if he ordered them to
go up to Bark al-Ghammid, they would go. Anas
said that on hearing these words the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) invited people to
take part in the battle. They started and stopped at
Badr.

2. The first to arrive was an advance party of the
Quraish, which included an Abyssinian slave of Bani
Hajjij.‘ The Muslims arrested him and asked him the
whereabouts of Aba Sufyin. He said he knew not
where Abi Sufyan was, he could only say that Aba
Jahl, S8haibs and Umayya Ibn Khalaf were coming.
At this he was beaten again and would again promise
to give a clue. But again when they stopped beating
him, he said that he knew nothing of Aba Sufyin,
but that Abii Jahl and the other chiefs were coming.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him) was offering prayers and had to intervene
saying. “By God who has my life at His mercy, when
he tells & lie you'leave him,”t

The first part of this report says that when the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came to know of

1. Sahth Muslim, Ghazwa Badr,
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the approach of Aba Sufydn, he consulted the Companions
and desired help from the Ansar. Now it is agreed on all
hands that Abi Sufydn’s arrival had become known in Medina.

It follows that Medina was the place where the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sought help from
the Ansar. Had this taken place outside Medina, as mention-
ed in books on Sira, how cquld the Ansdr be there ? The same
part of the report says that after having consulted his Com-
panions, the Prophet (peace and blesssings of Allih be upon
him) invited the people to battle. 1f the version of the books
on Sira be accepted then the order of events would be that
the Ansdr, contrary to their custom and promise, first march-
ed out to take part in the fighting, then the Prophet, (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) ascertained their views,
and then he asked them to join the battle—obviously an
insane statement.

The second part of the report clearly indicates that
through revelation or some other source, the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) had come to know that
it was not the trade-.caravan they had to face but a force of
fighting men. It is quite possible that other people might
have not known it.

In this report there is yet another knot to be undone, If
the Muslims had the knowledge of the approach of Abi
Sufyan and knew nothing of the Quraish army, why would
the Prophet be at pains to call in the entire Muslims strength.
If the narration of facts, instead of beginning with the *“On
hearing of the approach of Abit Sufyan”, had been with “On
knowing of the approach of the infidels of Mecca”, that
would have been more in keeping with the circumstances.

Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal in his Musnad?, Ibn Abi Shaiba in

1. Musnad, Vol. 1, p. 117,
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his Musannaf,! Tbn Jarir in T'arikh? and Baihagi in his Dala’il
have all recorded the event with the words substituted as
above and also declare it to be the correct version reported
by the hero of Badr, the lion-hearted ¢Ali Ibn Abi Talib
(Allah be pleased with him). “‘On the authority of ‘Al (Allah
be pleased with him) who says that when we came to Medina,
we got fruits to eat and they did not agree with us. We fell
ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alizh be upon
him) would often inquire about Badr. When we got the news
that the infidels were coming, the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) set out for Badr. Badr is the name
of a well and here we reached before the arrival of the in-
fidels,”

This version clearly states that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) had set out, when he had been
informed of the advance of the Quraish and that he ordered a
halt when he had come to Badr, This report makes no men-
tion of the trade caravan.

‘With these texts before us no further argument is called
for. The following facts may, however, serve to set at rest
doubts, if any :

1. All the expeditions sent from time to time by the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
to harass the caravans of the Quraish had comprised
from twenty to two hundred men, but none of them
had ever included a single Ansdri. The historians ex-
plicitly mention this fact and feel called upon to do so,
as the 4nsar had not committed themselves to fight
outside Medina. Consequeutly, it is obvious that the
Ansdr should not have been there with the Muslim
army in case it had merely aimed at falling upon a

1. Munlakhab Kanz al-*Ummdil, Ghazwa Badr,
2, Tabari, Vol. III, p. 1289,
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a trade-caravan. On the contrary we find that the
Ansdr constituted the major portion of the Muslim
force on this occasion—out of 305 only 74 being the
Muhajirs, and the rest Angdr. This is then a con-
clusive argument establishing the fact that the
Quraish had already been reported to be making for
Medina before the Muslims moved from the city. It
was for thisreason that the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) addressed the Angar for
it was now time to utilize their services.

The caravan route to Syria passed close by Medina.
The tribes living between Mecca and Medina were
mostly under the domination of the Quraish. On the
other hand the Quraish had no influence over the
tribes living between Medina and Syria, If the trade-
caravan had been the target, the Muslims ought to
have advanced towards Syria, That the caravan was
coming from Syria and the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allzh be upon him) was in the know of the
fact, yet he marched out in the diréction of Mecca,
instead of going towards Syria, only to learn that the
caravan had made its escape and he was to measure
swords with the Quraish, is simply unthinkable, -

The chronological order of events is this =

(2) The Quraish wrote to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay that they

should turn Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) and his Companions out of Medina of
they would come to Medina and destroy them all.
(already mentioned on the authority of Sunan Aba
Dawid).

(b) Aba Jahl told Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘adh that he had' given

shelter to their enemies, and if he had not been pro-
mised protection by Umayya Ibn Khalaf, he would
have killed Sa‘d.
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(¢) Kurz Ibn Jabir raided the grazing fields belonging to

b.

6.

the Medinites in Jamadi al-Théni of the 2nd year of
the Hijra ; and made off. with the Prophet’s camels,

Next month the Prophst (peace and blessings of
Alldh be upon him) deputed ‘Abdullah Thn Jahsh to
watch and report the movement of the Quraish.

‘Abdullah Ibn Jahsh, against the directions of
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
bim), pillaged a small caravan of the Quraish, killing
one and taking two of them prisoners. Let us
keep in view all that the Quraish had done to the
Muslims in Mecca, and note that their craving for
revenge had.known no abatement, They had writ-
ten to ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay that they would come
to Medina and destroy them and the Prophet both;
and then Kurz Fihif had attacked the pasture lands
of Medina. Then ‘Abdullah Ibn Jahsh attacked their
caravan and two of their dignitaries were taken pri-
soner, which was adding fuel to fire. But the
Quraish put up with all that and did not think of any
gort of revenge. Only+when the Prophet comes out
to loot their caravan which carries the entire invest-
ment of the Meccans, do they feel forced to come out
for defence. Even then at a short distance from
Badr, when they come to know of the safe passage
of the caravan, their lewders, including the Com-
mander-in-Chief, ‘Utba, suggest that it is no use
fighting and they had better turn back. Is this pre-
sentation of facts in keeping with the revengeful spirit
of the Quraish, or does it do credit to a Prophet’s
character as a Messenger of God ?

Most of the historians state that people did not show
much enthusiasm when they were asked to advance
against the caravan. Then thought it was neither a
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true battle nor a religious war, but simply & bid for
booty : hence only those who sought material gain
joined the expedition. But facta point the other
way. Leading personalities and warriors of note
among the Ansar were out to a man. Need and in-
digence, if there was any, was to be met with among
Muhdjirs ; but the Ansdr were twice as many as the
Muhdjirs,

7. Those who came forward with a willing response to
the call of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) included Abd Bakr, ‘Umar and Migdad
(Allah be pleased with them), from the Muhdjirs, and
Sacd Ibn ‘Ubada from amongst the Asnar.! Sa‘d Ibn
Ubada could not participate in the battle of Badr
and was unable to leave Medina. Thus it must be
concluded that Sa‘d made his reply in Medina where
it was already known that the Quraish were on the
march for an attack. The fact that the consent of
the people was sought at Medina follows as a logical
corollary,

et

8. The assertions that the Prophet (peace and blessings
) of Allah be upon him) did not meet with a unani-
mous response when he called upon people to start for
Badr, that there were some who flinched from it as
they knew that it was not a religious war, but only &
raid for plander, and so they were free to go or stay
back, are not confined to histories ; some books on
traditions tell the same tale, ' Tabari has it in these
words :

“‘People have reported that when the Prophet heard
of Abq Sufyan’s departure from Syria, he called the
Muslims and informed them that a caravan of the

1. Suhth Muslim and Sab1h al-Bukhdri, Ghazws Badr,
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Quraish, was coming laden with the wealth of the
Quraish, and he asked them to proceed in its direc-
tion for God might perhaps grant them something
out of it as booty. People evinced their readiness,
but some of them shrunk from it, thinking that the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) would not have to fight there,”!

This statement contradicts the explicit text of the
Qur'an, which says that those who felt disinclined
did so, not because they were not needy, but
because they saw death staring them in the face.
The words are :

“And a party among the believers were averse. Dis-
puting with thee respecting the right cause after it
had become manifest, as though they were led forth
unto death while they looked on.” (8:5,0)

The books on tradition and history all say that a
mile away from Medina (at a place known as Bi‘r
Abi-Ghabah) the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) reviewed the Muslim army
and ordered ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar and others to
return back as they were below fifteen years or had
not attained majority. Had it been the object to
raid the caravan, the youngsters should have done
it better. In fact they had a religious war on hand,
which was a sacred duty, obligatory only for adults.
Minors were therefore, ordered back as ineligible
for it.,

Hifiz Tbn ‘Abd al-Barr, in Isti‘db,? reports that on
the occasion when the Prophet (peace and blessings

Tabari, p. 1298.
Isti-ab, desoription of Sa'd Ibn Khaithama. Isibak and Tabagit too

have these details with a slight difference in wordings,

=4
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A

of Alldh be upon him) advised the Muslims to attac
the Quraish, Khaithama, an Ansari, asked his son,
Sa‘d, to let him go, while he (Sa‘d) should stay there
to look after the women. “Respected Sir,” said
the son, “I should have surely given you precedence
over myself on any other occasion, but here is a
chance for martyrdom ; I will not forego this privi-
lege.” They had to draw lots and Sa‘d won. He
went to the battle and was killed. This makes it
decidedly certain that it was going to be a religious
war, not a highway-man’s business ; they were covet-
ing the honour of martyrdom,

The Real Cause of the Ghazwa of Badr

It was the characteristic of Arab race to start a bloody
war whenever a man from a certain tribe got killed at the
hands of another. Huge hosts swarmed up from both sides
and blood ran in streams, These wars continued for years,
whole tribes were destroyed ; but the fighting knew no end.
The Arabs were not generally literate, yet the name of
the murdered person was preserved, written down on a piece
of paper, and passed on to succeeding generations. Little
children were taught to remember it so that they might take
a revenge when they grew up. The horrible wars of Dahis
and Basiis, each of which continued for almost forty years
and claimed thousands of lives, were fought for no other
reasons. The Arabic word for such a revenge was “Thar”,

(,¥) a word that looms large in the national history of the
Arabs.

As already mentioned, ‘Amr Ibn Hadrami had been slain
in an encounter with ‘Abdullah Ibn Jahsh. Hadrami was an
ally of ‘Utba Ibn Rabi‘a, and ‘Utba was the chief of the whole
Quraish community, Badr, and all the battles that followed,
were in consequence of revenge for this man’s death. ‘Urwa Ibn
Zubair, the son of ‘A’isha's sister, has explicitly stated it in
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these words : “The cause that led to Badr and all the battles
fought between the Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) and the infidels of Arabia, was, as stated by ‘Urwa
Ibn Zubair, the death of ‘Amr Hadrami, who was slain by
Waiqid Ibn ‘Abdulldh Tamimi.l

A general mistake that leads to a fallacious view of faots
is the presumption that Badr was the first battle fought
against the infidels. As a matter of fact several engagements
had actually preceded it. <Urwa Ibn Zubair wrote a letter to
‘Abd al-Malik, the opening sentence of which was: ‘Abid
Sufyan Ibn Harb was coming from Syria with seventy riders
all of whom were Quraish.” This was reported to the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) and his Compa-
nions. Hostilities had already broken out between the two par-
ties, and a few persons from the other party including Ibn
Hadrami had been slain and some taken prisoners...... And
this had been the event that had led to war between the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) and the
Quraish. This had also been the first occasion when losses
were mutually inflicted ; and this encounter had taken place
before Abi Sufyin departed for Syria.”?

The best way to arrive at the truth is to see what the
other side has to say. Such evidence is rarely found, but
fortunately, it is available in this case. Hakim Ibn Hizam (a
nephew of Khadija), who was still an unbeliever had come
with the Quraish army. He was five years older than the
Prophet (peace und blessings of Allah be upon him) and had
L. ‘Abdullah Ibn Jehsh under whose leadership this expedition was

sent, was the son of Hamza’s sister and a cousin of the Prophet on
the mother’s side. The man who had slain Hadrami was Wigid
Ibn ‘Abdullih Tamimi, who was an ally of ‘Umar’s family and
lived till the early days of ‘Umar’s Caliphate. Vide Tabagdt, account
of *Abdullgh Ibn Jahsh and Wigid Ibn *Abdulldh Tamimi.

2. Tabari, p. 1285,
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been friendly to him in the pre-ministry days and continued to
be 8o even when the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him) had entered upon his mission. However he did not
embrace Islam till the conquest of Mecca. Ibn Hakim was a
Quraish dignitary, held the office of Rifada, and owned and
managed Dar al-Nadwa.! He lived till the days of the caliph
Marwan Ibn Hakam. Once he went to see Marwan, who re-
ceived him with great honour. Marwan left his royal seat, sat
by his side and asked him to relate the events of Badr.
Having described the preliminary details, he said, “When the
Quraish had encamped, I went to ‘Utba and said to him, ‘O’
father of Walid, won’t you like to win a life-long fame 7’
“How is it possible 2’ asked ‘Utba, and I answered, ‘You see,
the Quraish demand from Muhammad nothing more than
blood for the blood of Hadrami, and he was your ally. Why
don’t you pay his blood-money yourself and let all your
people march back home-ward.” <Utba liked this proposal,
but Abd Jahl did not consent to it. Aba Jahl called ‘Amir
Hadrami, the brother of the deceased Hadram, and said that
he should stand out and invoke the aid of the nation, for he
had hig chance of vengeance close at hand. According to Arab
custom, ‘Amir Hadrami cast off his clothes and cried, ‘Oh
«Amr Hadrami, Oh, ‘Amr Hadrami, Oh ‘Amr Hadrami I’

The first man who came into the battle-field was this
Amir Hadrami.

Hakim Ibn Hizim and ‘Amir Hadrami were both non-
believers, when Badr was fought. <Utba and Aba Jahl, the
leading chiefs died infidels. When persons of consequence,
such as these, regarded the battle of Badr as a revenge for
Hadrami’s blood, we need not care if others, born hundreds of

1. Isabah, Description of Hakim Ibn Hizim.
9. Tabari, p. 1313 and Sirat Ibn Hishim, Ghazwa Badr
3. More details are given in Tabari, pp. 1314-1316.
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years after the battle, believed that it had been the outcome
of an intended plunder of the caravan.

An Essential Point -

The fact thus stands definitely established that the battle
of Badr was not the sequel to a plundering expedition. But
it is our duty to explain how the entire body of biographers
mistook a fact so patent and manifest, and why in books like
Sahik al- Bukhdri, we meet with statements that the original
case of the hattle was the attack planned against the trade-
caravan,

As a matter of fact, in keeping with the rules of military
campaigns, it was seldom disclosed where expedition was to
be sent and why. In Sajik al-Bukhdri (Ghazwa Tablk) there is
a report on the authority of Ka‘b Ibn Malik,! a well-known
Companion, who reports that: “Whenever the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) decided on a (thazwa, he
would speak of some other place.”

The Commentators of Sakik al-Bukhdirl have explained
the word “T'urigh” saying that on such occasion~ the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used ambiguous
and double meaning words. “I do not feel inclined to accept
this interpretation of the word as a general rule. However it
can be gathered from a survey of events that on certain,
occasions the real object was so ambiguously expressed that
people were left making different conjectures, It is how Sa‘d
Ibn Khaithama might have come to know before-hand, on
the occasion of Badr, that a fighting force, not a trade-caravan,
was to be handled ; while on the contrary, in Sajik al-Bukhdri
on the authority of Ka‘b Ibn Malik himself we meet with a
report; to the effect that on the occasion of Badr only the
trade caravan was the objective.”

1. How funny it looks that the ‘Allama is here declaring Ka'b to be gn
anthentic and dependable narrator——Translator,

~
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We have already pointed out that an ocetrrence reported
by a narrator (not excepting the Companions) is, in many
cases, not the objective truth, but the interpretation- of the
narrator himself, that is, he reports as he viewed it. This is
what happened in the cage of Bader. No wonder then that
the Companions guessed differently, and the guess in
accord with the general temperament of the people got
current,

Consequences of Badr

The battle of Badr had manifold effects on the religious
and political conditions. In fact it was the first step of Islam
towards progress. The powerful grandees of the Quraish, each
of whom stood like a wall of steel in the way of Islam, were
all wiped off. On the death of ‘Utba and Aba Jahl, the Sup-
reme leadership of the Quraish devolved on Abd Sufyin,
which paved the way for the Umayyad ascendancy ; but the
hay-day of the power of the Quraish was over

In Medina ‘Abdullah Tbn Ubbay Ibn Saldl had been till
now a declared infidel. He now made a show of crossing over
to Islam, though throughout life he remained a hypocrite and
died as such. The tribes of Arabia that had watched the
trend of events were overawed, though not won over.

Side by side with the favourable turns, the hostile forces
also showed new developments. The Jews had entered into a
pact to remain aloof. But the decisive vietory at Badr roused
their jealousy, which they could not rein back. Details shall
follow when we speak of the Jews.

Till now the Quraish had to lament the single loss of
Hadrami. After the battle of Badr every Meccan house went
into mourning and each Meccan child thirsted for revenge.
The Ghazwa of Sawiq and the battle of Uhud were the out-

come of the vehemence of this feeling.
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Ghazwa of Sawiq
(Dhil Hijja, Hijra 2)

Abi Sufyin was now the chief of the Quraish, and as such
his first duty was to be revenged for Badr. On thereturn of
the Quraish from Badr, he took a vow never to dress his hair
with oil and never to take an ablutionary! bath, until he had
taken his revenge for those who had fallen. Consequently
at the head of two hundred camel riders he advanced towards
Medina, confident of help from the Jews against the Muslims.
First he approached Huyayy Ibn Akhtab; but Huyayy did
not even open the door of his house. Then he came to Salam
Ibn Mishkam, the chief of the Bani Nadir, who was also the
treasurer of the business investments of the Jews. He
extended to Abii Sufyan a warm welcome, entertained him
with sumptuous feasts and wines, and acquainted him with
the secrets of Medina. In the morning Abd Sufyan attacked
‘Arid, that lay three miles from Medina, killed an Angdr}
named Sa‘d Ibn ‘Amr and set on fire a few houses and stocks
of hay. By so doing, he thought, he had absolved himself
from his vow. The news was brought to the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allsh be upon him) who set out in pursuit.
For provisions Abli Sufyan had nothing but “Sawiq,” which,
a8 he fled with mind upset, he dropped down in bagfuls, and
the Muslims picked them up. Sawiq? is the Arabic word for
Indian ““8aiti” and hence the engagement is known as
Ghazwa Sawig.

1. Ceremonial bath ordained for purification after any loss of seminal
fluid in any way—Translator.

2. Bawiq or Indian Salté is a preparation of wheat or barley first
parched and then thrashed with a thrasher. When mixed with water
and sugar, they are delicious.—Translator.
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Marriage of Fatima
(Dhil Hijja, 2 Hijra-623/624 C.E.)

Fatima (Allih be pleased with her) was the youngest
danghter of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). Now she was eighteen years of age and pro-
posals had started coming in. Ibd Sa‘d hag it that Ab@ Bakr
(Allah be pleased with him) was the first to offer; but the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) re-
marked that God’s will would be done. Then ‘Umar (Allah
be pleased with him) ventured to make a request ; but again
the Prophet made no reply and repeated the same words.
The report does not, however, seem to be true. Hifiz Ibn
Hajar, in his Jsdbah, has quoted good many reports concern-
ing Fatima (Allzh be pleased with her) from Ibn Sa‘d, but he
has omitted this one.

At any rate when ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) made
a similar request, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh
be upon him) ascertained Fatima’s consent and she kept quiet.
Silence was in a way an indication of consent. Then he asked
<Ali (Allah be pleased with him) what he had to offer as dower.
‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) said he had nothing, “What
have you done with the ‘“Hultiye” (name of the armour
which “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) had got as booty in
the battle of Badr), asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). “That I have”, ‘Ali (Allah be pleased
with him) answered. ¢“Enough. That would do”, was the
Prophet’s reply.

Readers may be led to think that the armour was some-
thing very costly. They should know that it cost only a
hundred and twenty-five rupees, Besides this, ‘Ali's house-
hold goods consisted of a sheep-skin and an old Yémani sheet
of cloth. ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) made a present of
all these articles to Fatima (Alldh be pleased with her). Till
now ‘Ali (Alldh be pleased with him) had lived with the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). After
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the marriage a separate house was nceded. Haritha Ibn
Nu‘man, an 4agsari, had a number of houses, several of which
he had already offered to the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah. be upon him). Fatima (Allih be pleased with her) sug-
gested a request for one more, but the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allzh be upon him) refused. He said, “This is
taking things too far. I can’t stand the shame of it.”” Haritha
heard of it, ran up to the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Alldh be upon him) and said, “Whatever I have is yours. By
Allah, whenever you take any of my houses, it is a greater
pleasure to me than to keep it in my own possession.” In
- short he vacated one house and ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with
him) made a shift. ‘

And here is an inventory of the dowry bestowed by the
Lord of the Two Worlds, on the Crown of womenhood :

One cot...interwoven with Sarkanda fibre strings.

One leather quilt padded with palm leaves instead of
cotton,

One water-skin,
Two pairs of mill-stones and two earthen pitchers.

. When Fatima (Allah be pleased with her) was settled in
the new house, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) paid her a visit. He stopped at the door,
asked for permission and then stepped in. Now he had water
brought to him in a basin. He dipped both his hands and
sprinkled some of it on the arms and the chest of ‘Ali (Allih
be pleased with him). Then he called Fatima (Allsh be
pleased with her) who came to him with unsteady steps and
was likewise sprinkled over. The Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon hin) then said, “I have given you in
marriage to the best man of my family.’

1. All these details have been taken from Isabah and T'abagdit,
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Miscellaneous Events
(2-Hijra-623/24 C.E.)

According to the version of the historians it was in the
second year of the Hijra that fasting during the month of
Ramadan was made obligatory. Almsgiving on the day of </d
was also ordained this year. First the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be upon him) delivered a sermon (Khutba),
dwelt on the meritoriousness of alms and then declared it to
be religious duty. This year too ‘/d prayer was offered in con-
gregation on the ‘/d ground. Before this year there used to
be no ¢Jd prayers. According to the chronological order of the
historians, the Ghazwa of the Bani Quainqua‘ should have
been described here ; but we propose to speak of it later at a
more appropriate place.



GHAZWA UHUD!

(3rd year of the Hijra-624/25 C.E.)

#And faint not, nor grieve ; ye shall overcome, if ye are
believers.”? (3:139)

In Arabia a long series of wars could be started by the
murder of a single man ; and these wars could go on for
hundreds of years. The defeated party considered revenge a
sacred duty that could never be timé-barred and had to be
performed if the party was to maintain its existence. The
battle of Badr had claimed a toll of seventy lives from the
Quraish, most of them their top chiefs; and consequently, the
whole of Mecca was thirsting for revenge,

The original investment of the trade caravan which at
the time of Badr had safely come back to Mecca had been
returned to the share-holders but the profits had been kept
in reserve,

When the mourning for the dead at Badr had toned
down, the Quraish were reminded of their duty. A few lead-
ing personalities—Abt Jahl's son ‘Ikrama being one of them,
—persuaded those whose relations had been killed in the
battle to accompany them to Abi Sufysn. They represented
to him that Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
him) had dealt & death blow to their community and it was
time to have a revenge. They wished to utilize for that pur-

1. Uhud is a mountsain 1-1/2 miles from Medina towards the north.

2. Sahih al-Bukhari saye that this verse was revealed during the battle of
Uhud.
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pose the profits in reserve. This was a request that was
accepted before it was made. Now the Quraish had an idea
of Muslim strength and knew that this time they would re-
quire much more than what they had at Badr. In Arabia the
best way to excite people and work up feelings was to to make
use of poetic talent. The Quraish had two well-known poets,
‘Amr Jumahi and Musafi. ‘Amr Jumahi had been made a
prisoner at Badr, but the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) out of his clemency had set him free. Now
at the request of the Quraish, ‘Amr set out from Mecca accom-
panied by Musifi‘ and they warmed up the tribes with their
fiery tongues,

Women were another serviceable instrument to excite
men and goad them to hold out to the last. With the
tender sex in the rear, the Arab would put in a desperate
effort to do or die, for in the event of defeat shame and dis-
honour would befall his women. Moreover, many a mother
there was who had lost her offspring and was crying for ven-
geance. The bravest matrons had taken vows not to rest till
they had sucked the blood of those who had slashed their
sons to death. In short when the army was ready to move it
was joined by ladies from respectable families. A few names
are given below:!

1. Hind, daughter of ‘Utba, wife of Abd Sufyin and
mother of Amir Mu‘awiya.

2. Umm Hakim, wife of ‘Ikrama, son of Abf, Jahl.
3. Fatima, daughter of Walid and sister of Khalid.
4. Barza, daugther of Mas‘did Taqaf, the chief of Ta'if.

1. Tabari, Vol. IiI, p. 386. Zurqini, Vol. IV, p. 30. Zurqani also

names Sulafa bint 8a‘d and Umaira bint ‘Algama in addition to these -
six. They all got religion later on, except Khunis and ‘Umaira of
whom nothing is known in this respect. (Zurgini, ‘dlal Mawahid.)
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5. Rita, wife of ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As.
6. Khunas, mother of Mus‘ab Ibn ‘Umair,

In the battle of Badr Hamza had killed ‘Utba, the
father of Hind ; and Jubair Ibn Mut‘im’s uncle had also met
death at his hands. Hence Hind worked up Wahsbi, the
slave of Jubair to murder Hamza., Wahshi was an expert in
the use of apear and was promised his freedom in return for
this service.

tAbbias, an uncle of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allsh be upon him), whe had embraced Islam was still living
at Meoca. Throngh a fast courier, he sent to the Prophet
(peace and blessings of AHah be upon him) a writien message
intimabing the whole situation., The courier was instructed to
reach Medina within three days.

Apprised of these developments, the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) deputed on the 5th of Shaw-
wal in the 3rd year of the Hijra, two spies, named Anas and
Minis $o find out facts, They brought the news that the
Quraish had reached near Medina and their horses had laid
bare the grazing fields of ‘Arid. Hubab Ibn Mundhar was
then despatched to find out the number of the enemy forces.
The town being in danger of an attack, guards were posted
all round. All night long Sa‘d Ibn ‘Ubada and Sa‘d Ibn
Mu‘adh kept armed guard at the door of the Prophet’s

Mosque.

In the morning the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh
be upon bim) consulted the Companions. The Muhajirs in
general, and the elders among the Ansdr, suggested that the
women should be sent away to safe castles out of the town,
while the men should stay and stand a siege. ‘Abdullah Ibn
Ubbay Ibn Salil, who had, as yet, been never consulted,
favoured the same opinion! But the younger Companiuns,

1. Tabari, Vol, IIL, p. 1389, European Edition.—S.
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who had not been able to take part in the battle of Badr!
insisted that they should march out and meet the enemy.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
went inside the house and come out with his armour on. The
Companions were sorry to think they had insisted on going
out against his wish, and said, that they withdrew their sug-
gestion. But the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allgh be
upon him) remarked that it did not behove a Prophet to put
off arms once.he had put them on.

The: Quraish reached the outskirts of Medina on Wednes-
day and encamped near the mountain of Uhud. On Friday,
after the Jum‘a prayers, the Holy Prophet {(pcace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) marched out with one thousand
followers. ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay, who had joined with three
hundred followers turned back saying that Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had not listened to his
advice. Only 700 Companions were thus left with the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Of
these a hundred were equipped with armour. Having come
out of Medina, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be
upon him) reviewed the force and youngsters were sent away,
forinstance Zaid Ibn Thabit,Bara’ Ibn ¢Azib, Aba Sasid Khudri,
‘Abdullzh Ibn ‘Umar and ‘Araba Ausi. How eager they were
to die for tHe cause of God, may best be seen from the conduct
of Rafi¢ Ibn Khadij and S8amura. When Rafi was told to go
back as he was too young, he stood up on the tips of his toes
g0 as to look taller. The trick served him well and he was
selected.? Samura, who was the same age, forwarded the plea

1. Zurgani, Vol, II, p: 26—8.

2. Tabari, Vol. II, p, 1301, The story given herc has been borrowed
from Tabarl. Other reports say that the reason for the permission
to Rafl* was his precautious skill as a bow.man. He was allowed
when the Prophet came to know of his skill, Ses Ibn Hisham,
Account of Uhud ; Zurqani, Vol. II, p- 29 and Bada‘ey of Ibn Kathir,
Vol. 1V, p. 15—8,
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that he had always thrown down Rafi¢ in their fights ; and if
Riafi* was allowed he too was to be permitted. A duel was
held and Rifi¢ was floored down. Consequently Samura was
also. seleoted.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon
him) arranged the Muslim force with Uhud at the back.
Mus‘ab Ibn ‘Umair was made the flag-bearer and Zubair Ibn
al-‘Awwim, the Commander of the horsemen. Hamza was
put in charge of those who had no coats of mail.» The rear being
vulnerable to attack, fifty archers, under the command of
‘Abdullzh Ibn Jubair were posted there with strict orders not
to leave their positions even in the event of victory.

The Quraish had profited by the experience at Badr.
They arranged their lines. with particular care. The right
wing was under the command of Kh3lid Ibn Walid, whereas
the left was commanded by ‘Ikrama, son of Aba Jahl.
S8afwin Ibn Umayya, the well-known chief, was leading the
cavalry. Detachments of archers were separately stationed
under the command of ‘Abdullih Ibn Rabi‘a. Talha was the
flag-bearer. Two hundred spare horses were ready in reserve.

Instead of the usual beat of drum, the battle began with
the war songs of women, who advanced playing upon
timbrels. Lament for those who fell at Badr or an incentive
to claim blood for blood, was the thewme of their verses, Hind,
the wife of Abu Sufyan led the party, fourteen others followed
her. They sang :

“We are the daughters of thu stars of heaven,
On soft firred carpets tread our feet,

If you dash on, we embrace you,

If back you turn, we bid adieu.”

1, Tabari, Vol. III, p. 1394,
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Aba ‘Amir, who had been a popular person at Medina
but had long been settled at Mecca, had joined with 150 men
at his back, In the pre-Islamic days he had been greatly
honoured by the Medmites for his piety and virtuous life.
Under the belief that the Ansdr would desert the Prophet when
they saw him in the field he came forward and cried, “Do you
remember me, I am Abd ‘Amir.” “Yes, thou evil-doer”,
came the reply from the Ansdr, ““We recognise thee. May
God frustrate thy wicked intent.”

Then Talha, who carried the Quraish flag, came out and
addressed the Muslims saying, “Oh, you, Muslims, is there
any amongst you, who may despatch me to Hell, or should
himself enter the Paradise at my hands,”* “I am the man,”
retorted ‘Ali (Allih be pleased with him), stepping out of the
ranks ; and as he said this, his sword fell upon Talha, and
Talha was a heap of flesh. ‘Uthman, his brother now bore
the flag. The party of women followed him singing. He made
a dash with a battle song :

“The duty of flag-bearer is to dip his lance in blood or to
break it on the enemy.”

Hamza came up to meet him and struck him with his
sword on the shoulder, cutting him through down to the waist,
and orying as he struck : “I am the son of the Saqi Hajjij’
(i.e., my father was allotted the duty of providing water to
the pilgrims who came to Mecca).

Now they joined in a general fight. Hamza, ‘Ali and
Ab@i Dujsna (Allzh be pleased with them) broke into the
enemy ranks, sweeping off the whole formations. Abid
Dujana (Allah be pleased with him) was a reputed warrior.
Holding out his. sword, the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Alldh be upon him) had asked if there was any to wield it
worthily, and of the many hands stretched out to receive this
honour, that of Ab&i Dujina had borne the palm. At this

1. This was an ironical remark on the belief of the Muslims,
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unexpected distinction he had felt as though infused with a
new heroism ; and with a red handkerchief round his neck
had issued forth strutting with pride. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had commented
saying, “This manner of gait is highly displeasing to God,
but commends itself to Him on this occasion.”

Abii Dujina (Allsh be pleased with him), was winding his
way through the enemy, array, visiting death on one after
the other, when he came upon Hind. He touched her hand
with sword and then withdrew, for it would be unworthy of
the Prophet’s weapon to try it on a woman.

Hamza (Allah be pleased with him) was using a double
hilted sword, slaughtering whole files wherever he charged.
He came across Sabda’ Ghaithini,! and called out to him :
“Where goest thou, O’ son of Khaltanatun Nisa 7"’ and des-
patched him at one stroke.

Wahshi, an Abyssinian slave had been promised freedom
by his master Jubair Ibn Mut‘im, if he could kill Hamza
(Allah be pleased with him). He was on the look out for
Hamza (Alldh be pleased with him) when he chanced to pass
by him. Wahshi hurled at him his spear, a favourite weapon
of the Abyssinians. The spear pierced him through the navel.
Hamza (Allah be pleased with him) attempted a counter-
attack, but his legs gave way. He fell and closed his days.?

The flag-bearers of the Quraish were falling one after
another, but the flag was not allowed to lie low. Whenever
one fell, another would hold it aloft. . Once a certain Sawab
took hold of it, He was instantly attacked by a Muslim and

1. His name was Sabi’ Ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza Ghaithini. Among the pagan
Araks women too were cireumeised though in rare cases. In Mecca
this operation was performed by the mother of Sabi’, and so Hamaza
(Allah be pleased with himi) addressed him as the ‘son of the circum-
ciser of women.’

2. Sahih al-Bukhari, p. 583.
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the stroke was so severe that both his hands were chopped off
and the flag dropped to the ground. But he could not see
the national flag lying in dust. He threw himself down with
the flag.and held it up pressing it against his breast. He was
slain uttering the words, “I have done my duty.”* For some
time now the flag lay on the ground, then a brave woman
(‘Amra bint ‘Algama) audaciously ran up and raised it erect.
Then the Quraish were called upon to rally round her and
pick up courage once again.

Aba “Amir was fighting for the Quraish. His son Hanzala
who had embraced Islam asked for the Prophet’s permission
to meet his own father. But the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be upon him) was mercy for all and did
not allow that the son should raise his sword upon his father.
Hanzala engaged Abt Sufyin, the commander-in-chief, and
had nearly disposed him off, when Shaddad Ibn al-Aswad
rushed from one side, intercepted his blow, and killed him.
Yet the Muslims had the upper hand. The death of the flag-
bearers and the irresistible onslaughts of ¢Ali, AbG Dujina
(Allah be pleased with them) and others obliged the enemy to
take to their heels. The fearless ladies who were encouraging
the warriors fell back in confusion ; and victory was clearly
in sight. But the Muslims ranks fell to securing booty.
Their example was followed by the archers who had been
posted to guard the rear.

<Abdullzh Ibn Jubair made every effort to hold his men
back, but could not. Seeing that the archers had deserted
their positions, Khalid launched an attack from the rear.
‘Abdullih Ibn Jubair held out with a few followers but they
were killed to a man. Now the way was clear, and Khilid
with his horsemen made a dauntless assault. Those engaged in
securing booty turned round only to find swords flashing over
their heads. In the confusion of mément the two forces got

1, Ibn Hishim and Tabar, Vol. III, p. 1401—8§,
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50 muddled that Muslims were killed at the hands of Muslims.
Mus‘ab Ibn <Umair, whose features bore a close resemblance
to those of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) and who was carrying the Muslim flag, was put to death
by Ibn Qamiyyat. Cries went up that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be upon him) had been martyred. This
created a great confusion, even the bravest lost heart ; the
front rank utterly confounded, fell upon those in the rear,
and could not know foes from friends. Hudhaifa's father
Yaman was caught in the melee and swords rained on him.
Hudhaifa was crying that he was his father, but none would
listen to him and he was killed. Hudhaifa, in a spirit of self-
less devotion only uttered the prayer, <O’ Muslims ! May God
forgive you.”? Looking round, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saw only eleven Companions
by his side. Of these the name of ‘Ali, Aba Bakr, Sa‘d Ibn
Abt Waqqgds, Zubair Ibn al ‘Awwam, Abdi Dujana and Talha
(Allah be pleased with them) are particularly known. Sajih al-
Bukhdrl on the other hand reports that only Sa‘d and
Talha were left with the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him).

In this state of chaos, most of the believers felt utterly
despaired. They could hardly do better. Stranded in the
midst of the enemy, each had to look to himslef where he was,
Nobody knew anything of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allih be upon him). ¢Ali (Allzh be pleased with him)
was weilding his sword with deadly effect and playing havoc
with the enemy. But the object of his heart’s desire (the
Holy Prophet) was not in sight. Ibn Nadr, the uncle of Anas,
fought his way past the spot® and saw ‘Umar (Allzh be

1. Some pronounce it as Qumaiya~Translator.

2. Sahih al-Bukhdri, Ghazwa Ubud, p. 581.

3. This is the version found in most of the books on Sira. Sahih al-
Bukhari repeats the same facts except that the name of *Umar (Allah
be pleased with him) is not mentionsd,
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pleased with him) who had thrown away his sword in despair!
“What are you doing here 7, he asked. Umar (Allah be
pleased with him) replied, “What for should we fight now.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
is no more living.”’” 1t is no good to be living when he is no
more’”’, said Ibn Nadr; and saying this he dashed into the
enemy ranks and died fighting. When the battle was over,
his dead body was found covered with eighty wounds caused
by all sorts of weapons. He could not be identified except by
his sister who recognised him by his finger.?

'The Companions continued battling, while their eyes look.
ed out for the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him). Ka‘b Ibn Milik was the first to spot him. The
Prophét (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had 2 visor
on the face, only the eyes being visible. “Here is the Prophet,
O’ Muslime”! shouted Ka‘b, and on hearing it the Companions
rallied round him. The enemy now concentrated their pres-
gare against this group.

Again and again they advanced like a rolling tide, and again
and again the Dhul Figir (the sword of ¢Ali) flashed and re.
pulsed them. When they pressed very hard the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) called out, “Who
will die for my sake.” Ziyad Ibn Sukn, with five Ansaris
stepped out to do this duty. One after the other, they fell.?
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
ordered the dying Ziyad to be brought to him. He was car.
ried and had the unique honour of breathing his last with his
face on the feet of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

1. The author in all probability, means the spot where the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) stood—Translator.

2. Sakik al-Bukh’dr{ , Ghazwa Uhud, p. 579 ; Sakik Muslim, Vol. 11, p. 188,

Sahih Muslim, Ghazwa Uhud, says they were seven Angdris, and all
died one after the other.



68

be upon him :

«How proud and full of glory
Passes away the humble devotee,
Who, when breathing his last,
Finds his death-bed honoured by thy presence.”

A fearless Muslim, even in these circumstances was
enjoying a feed of dates. He moved forward and asked
the Holy Prophet, “Where shall my place be if I am killed ?"
The Prophet (peace and bleslings of Allah be upon him) re-
plied, “In the Paradise.” Thrilled with the good news, he
fell upon the enemy and was killed.!

¢Abdullh Ibn Qamiyya, a well-known warrior of the
Quraish, elbowed his way through the lines and got very near
to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him).
He struck the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allsh be upon
him) on the face g0 hard that two links of the visor got pierc-
ed into the face. Swords and arrows were raining from all
gides. The Companions made & cardon round the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him). Abit Dujana (Allah
be pleased with him) bent down to shield him and received the
shower of arrows on his back. Talha caught the sword
strokes on his hands and got one severed, The relentless foe
was showering arrows and the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allih be upon him) was saying, “O’ Lord ! forgive my
people for they are ignorant.”?

Abi Talha, the step-father of Anas, was a famous archer.
He discharged so many arrows this day that two or three
bows broke down in his hands. With his shield he protected
the face of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) from the enemy’s shots. Now and then the

1. Sahih al-Bukhari, Ghazwa Uhbud, p. 579.—S.
2. Sahih Muslim, Ghazwa Uhud, Vol. I, p. 9.
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Prophet raised his head to have a lock at the enemy, and
whenever he did so, Talha would say, “Raise not your head
lest some should injure you ; this chest of mine is here exposed
to receive the shots.! Sa‘d Ibn Waqqas also a good bow-man,
was with the Prophet at this time. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allzh be upon him) passed to him his own
quiver and with the words : “May my parents be sacrificed
for you”, asked him to go on shooting.

It was in these circumstances that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him), in a moralising mood
remarked, “How can a people prosper who injure their
prophet.” These words did not please God ; and God revealed
the Verses : “You have no say in the matter.” The fact is
mentioned in Sakik al-Bukhdri, Chapter on Ghazwa Uhud.

Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) with the faithful followers made his way to the
summit of the mountain as the enemy could not reach there.
Abit Sufyan noticed it, and, with a body of men, tried to
climb up the hill. ‘Umar (Allih be pleased with him) and
some other Companions hurled stones and he could not

proceed.?

As rumour of the Prophet’s death reached Medina,
Muslims hastened to the scene. Fatima (Allah be pleased with
her) arrived and found him still bleeding. ‘Ali (Allah be
pleased with him) brought water in his shield and Fatima
(Allzh be pleased with her) began to wash the wound ; but it
would not stop bleeding. Ultimately a piece of mat was
burnt and placed on the wound and the bleeding stopped at

once.?

1. Sahih al-Bukhdri, Ghazwa Uhud, p. 580.

2. Tabari, pp. 1410, 1411
3. Sahth al-Bukhars, Ghazws Uhud, Vol. 11, p. 584,
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Abii Sufyan went up the opposite hill and cried, “Is
Mubammad thers 2"’ The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) ordered his followers to make no ans-
wer. Abi Sufyan then ocalled out the names of Abii Bakr and
‘Umar (Allzh be pleased with them). When no answer was
received, he cried out, “They are all killed.” ‘Umar (Alldh
be pleased with him) could not bear it and retorted, ¢‘O’ enemy
of God ! we are all alive.”

“0’ Hubal,! exalted be thy name,” replied Aba Sufyan.
The Companions were directed by the Prophet (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) to say, ‘“Exalted and Great is
God.”

Abit Sufyan said, “We have <Uzza?® and you have
naught.”” Tho Companions replied, “God is our Mastor, and
you have none.”

Abii Sufyan said, “This day we are avenged for Badr. My
men have chopped off the noses and the ears of the dead. I
had not ordered that ; but I was not sorry to hear of it.””?

Ladies and children had been sent away to neighbouring
castles under the escort of Yaman and Thabit. Hearing of
the defeat, Yaman and Thabit made for Uhud. Thabit was
killed fighting. Yaman, in the general confusion, could not
be recognised, and swords fell upon him. His son, Hudhaifa,
did his best to keep the Muslims back, crying that it was his
father ; but none would listen to him in the muddled melee
and Yamin was killed. The charitable Hudhaifa only said,
0’ Muslims ! may God forgive this sin of yours.” The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alidh be upon him) wanted
to pay his blood.-money on behalf of the Muslims ; but Hu-

1. Name of an ido) worshipped by the pagan Arabs,
2. Name of an idol. Literally it means ‘Honour’.

3, All these details are given in Sahik al-Bukhart, Chapter Ghazwa
Uhud.
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dhaifa forsook it. The whole story has been given in detail
in Ibn Hisham. Saki} al-Bukhdri too has it, though in brief.

Infuriated by the memories of Badr, the Meccan ladies
wreaked their vengeance upon the dead bodies of Muslims.
They cut off their ears and nposes; and Hind (mother of
Mu’awiya) strung them into a necklace to put it round her
neck, She made her way to the dead body of Hamza (Allah
be pleased with him), cut open his abdomen, bit at his liver ;
but could not swallow it and had to spit it out. For this
reason Hind is spoken of as ““Jigar Khwar" (the Liver-eater).
She embraced Islam after the fall of Mecca. How she did it
is in itself an instructive tale, which shall follow later on.

Many a Muslim women too took part in this Ghazwa.
‘A’isha (Allzh be pleased with her) and Umm Sulaim (mother
of Anas) served water to the wounded. In the Sajih of
Bukhari Anas is reported as saying that he had himself seen
*A’isha (Allah be upon with her) and Umm Sulaim, with their
trousers drawn up, bringing water in water-sking and taking
it to the wounded Muslims. When one skin got empty, they
hastened back for another fill. In another report it is men-
tioned that Umm Salit (mother of Abd Sa‘id Khudrl) too
discharged this duty.?

Just when the Meccans had started a general attack and
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
had by him only a few faithful Companions, Umm ¢Umara,
reached there and tried to shield him from harm, using sword
and arrows to drive back the assailants. Once Ibn Qamiyya
dashed forth towards the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) ; Umm Umara stepped forward and stop-
ped him. She reeeived a wound on her shoulder, which left a
cavity. She struck him with her sword in return ; but he
had donned a double armour and so the blow proved

1. Sahkth al-Bukhart, Ghazwa Uhud, pp. 681, 582,



72
ineffective.l

Saflyya (sister of Hamza) heard of the defeat and set out
from Medina. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him)called her son, Zubair, and told him not
to let her see the dead body of Hamza (Allzh be pleased with
him). Zubair informed her of the Prophet’s instructions. She
said she had already heard of her brother’s death and added
that it was not very great sacrifice in the way of Allih. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) then
permitted her, and she rushed to the scene and looked at
the severed pieces of her brother’s body. Intense love agitat-
ed her mind ; but she uttered not a word except the verse :
“To God we belong and unto God we return” and then prayed
for the peace of his soul,”

Another woman, belonging to the Ansdr, had lost her
father, husband and brother. Their deaths were reported to
her one after the other, but the response evoked by each re-
port was the querry whether the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was safe. She went up to him,
looked at his holy face and then broke out saying : “With
you safe in our midst, misfortunes have not a being.?

Of the Muslims seventy were killed, the majority being
Angdris. 8o poor wag the community that they could not
even afford enough of cloth to cover the dead bodies of their
martyrs. For instance a Companion, Mus‘ab Ibn ‘Umair had
so short a shroud that either the head or the feet would re-
main uncovered. At last his feet were covered with a kind of
grass known as “Adhakhir.” This was such a pathetic sight
that, later on, whenever the Muslims happened to recollect it,
their eyes got wet with tears. The martyrs were buried, two

1. Ibn Hishiam, p. 84.
2. Tabari, p. 1421,
3. Ibid., p. 1425,
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in each grave, covered with blood without being given a bath.
Priority was given to those who had a large portion of the
Qur’an by heart. No funeral prayers could be said for these
martyrs at that time.l Eight years after this battle, i.e., a
year or two before his death, the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allih be upon him) passed by the place. He,was over-
whelmed with grief, and uttered words full of sorrow as if a
living being were saying farewell to the dead. Then he
delivered a Khutba and said that he did not fear the Muslims
would turn pagans, but they might get engrossed in worldly
interests.?

When the two armies retired from the battle-field the
Muslims felt extremely exhausted on account of their wounds.
Yet thinking that Abd Sufyan might take advantage of their
defeat and renew his attack, the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) asked if any of them would
volunteer to pursue the infidels. Seventy men offered their
services including Abtt Bakr and Zubair (Allzh be pleased
with them).3

Abd Sufyan left Uhud and reached a place known as
Rauhi. Here he felt that he had left his task half-done, The

1. It is Bukhari’s version. But there are other authentic reports that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) said
the funeral prayers for the martyrs, particularly Hamza (Allih be
pleased with him). The dead bodies were brought to him one by one,
and according to others, in tens, and the Prophet said the prayers,
including Hamza each time. This means Hamza had funeral
prayers offered for him seven or seventy times. Sharah Ma'dn al-
Athar Tahavai, Chapter ‘‘Prayer for the Martyrs’’ and Nesab al-Raya
Zail'ai, Chapter Sayings concerning ““Prayer for the Martyrs’’ and
Maghdzi Wagidi, p. 300, Caloutta Edition.

2. All these facts hawg,peen mentioned in various Chapters of Sahth al«

Bukhari. o
&

3. Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter, Uhud, p. 581—8.
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Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) had
already anticipated all that. Next day the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) had it announced that
the Muslims would not disperse. So he marched to a place
known as Hamra’-al-Asad which lay at a distance of eight
miles from Medina. The tribe of Khuzi‘a had not embraced
Islam till then, yet they had been friendly to the Muslims.
Its chief Ma‘bad Khuzd‘ heard of the Muslim rebuff and came
to see the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).
On his return he met Abd Sufyan who told him of his inten-
tions. “I come here”, said Ma‘bad, “having seen Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) advancing with
great preparations and it would be almost impossible to
oppose him.” Consequently Abai Sufyan beat retreat.! His-
torians, in their love for multiplying the number of battles
have designated this incident as Ghazwa Hamra-al-Asad and
desoribed it under a separate head.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) returned to Medina and found the whole city gone into
mourning. Wherever he went, he heard wailing and lamen-
tation in every house. He was grieved to find that all who
fell in the battle had their mourners doing their duty to the
memory of their dear ones ; but there was none to mourn the
death of Hamza (Alldh be pleased with him). Overwhelmed
with grief the words that there was none to mourn the loss
of Hamza (Allah be pleased with him) escaped his lips.2 The
Ansdaris were touched to the core when the remark came to
their ears, They asked their women to go to the house of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and
lament over the death of Hamza (Alldh be pleased with him).
Soon the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him)
saw at his door & whole crowd of wailing women crying

b sttt

1, Sahth al-Bukhari, p. 684—S.
2. Musnad of Ahmad, Vol. II, p. 84.
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lamentations on the death of Amir Hamza (Allzh be pleased
with him). The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) thanked them for their sympathy, prayed for their well-
being, but added that it was not permissible to cry lamenta-
tions in memory of the dead, (Women in Arabia were used to
wailing and lamenting aloud, they would tear off their gar-
ments, dig their nails into their cheeks, slap themselves on
the face, and put up loud screams. This undesirable practice
was, from that day, stopped for future.! The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Alldh be upon him) prohibited all wailing for
the dead, adding that it did not behove a Muslim.? Sura A4i-
i-Imran contains a full description of Ghazwa Uhud).

Miscellaneous Events of the 3rd year Hijra

This year, .., the third year of the Hijra, Imam Hasan was
born on the 16th of Ramadan. The Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) was married to Hafsa, the daughter
of ‘Umar (Allih be pleased with him), who had been widowed
at the time of Badr.

This year the law of inheritance was also revealed. 8o
far the Dhavi-al-Arham (pley¥! 533) or blood relations had no
share in the property, their shares were now specified. A
pagan woman, who could till then be married to a Muslim,
was now declared unlawful for Muslims wedlock.

1. Tbn Hishim, Ghazwa Uhud and Musnad dhmad, Vol. 11, p. 84,

2. Sabth al-Bukhari, Chapter, ‘“Funeral.”



GHAZWAT AND SARAYA'

(4th year of Hijra i.e., 62526 C.E.)

With a few exceptions, the tribes of Arabia were not all
arrayed against Islam. The root cause was idol-worship, a
matter of faith so dear to the heart of every tribe ; and that
Islam was pledged to abolish. Besides this, the Quraish exer-
cised'great influence over all Arabia. During the Hajj days,
when the tribes assembled at Mecca, the Quraish used to in-
cite them against Islam. Another major cause of hostility
was that the tribes had lived on loot and plunder ; Islam
tried to stop it by word and deed. Thus they felt that, in
case Islam got ascendant, their means of livelihood would be
denied to them. The victory at Badr had, however, over-awed
the tribes, and made them inactive for a time ; but the reverse
at Uhud changed the situation. Once again the tribes were
up against Islam. The numerous skirmishes (Saraya) that one
finds recorded in the books on the Prophet’s biography are
the links of the same chain. In keeping with their usual
practice, the historians whilé describing these battles, have
not dealt with their causes. But Ibn Sa‘d, in his Tabagqat,
and some other eminent writers on this subject have dealt
with the causes of each battle, saying how a particular tribe
intended an attack on Medina and how the Prophet (peace

1. The difference between a Ghazwa and a Sirya is controversial, the
general view being that it was a Ghazwa if the Prophet was personally
leading, and a Sirya if the command was entrusted to a Companion,
in the absence of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon
him).

6
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) had to send a force to
checkmate its designs.

Sirya Abi Salama

Pirst of all, in the month of Muharram, in the fourth
year of the Hijra, Talha and Khuwailid, whose tribes lived
in the mountainous area of Faid and Qatin, instigated
their tribesmen to attack Medina. When the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) came to know of it, he
sent 150 Muhajirs and Angdris under the command of Aba
Salama. Hearing of his approach, the tribesmen fled
away.l

Sirya Ibn Unais

Later on, in the same month, Sufyin Ibn Khilid who
belonged to the tribe of Lahyan and was the chieftain of the
mountainous areas of ‘Uraing, planned an attack on Medina.
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him)
sent, ‘Abdullah Ibn Unais who by his diplomacy got an oppor-
tunity to kill Safyan.2

Sirya Bi'r Ma‘fina

In (he month of Safar of the same year, Abii Bard’, the
chief of the tribe of Kilab? came to the Prophet (peace and

1. In Tabagat (p. 35) the wordings are: “It was reported to the
Prophet of God that Talha, Salama, sons of Khuwailid came to their
people and inoited the men who would obey them to make war
ageinst the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him).

2. Tabagat Ibn Sa‘d, p. 36. The wordings are “And now it was reported
to the Prophet that Sufyin Ibn Khilid al-Hudhali collected bands
of men for war against the Prophet.”’

3. Whether Abi Bari’ was ever converted is a disputable point. Dhahabi
belioves he was never converted.  Jsiba says that reports are
silent about his conversion; but there is a group which on the basis
of certain reports believes in his conversion, Zurgani, Vol, I, P

8678,
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blessings of Allih be upon him) and asked him to send with
him a few Muslims in order to preach to his tribe. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) remarked
that he feared mischief from Nejd.! Abd Bard’ replied that
he himself stood their security. The Prophet agreed and
sent 70 Ansdris with him. These were all very pious men of
saintly habits, the majority belonging to the Companions of
the Suffa. Their daily routine had been to collect fuel from
the forest, which they sold in the evening and shared the
proceeds with the other members of the Suffa.

These men made a halt at a place known as Bi'r Ma‘ana.
Through Haram Ibn Milhén, they sent the Prophet’s letter to
¢Amir Ibn Tufail, the chief of the tribe. ‘Amir killed Haram
Ibn Milbdn. He also hurried up his men to the neighbouring
tribes of ‘Usiyya, Ra’l and Dhakaw3n, asking them to come
prepared. Thus a big force was collected, which advanced
forward under the command of ‘Amir. The Companions
were waiting for the return of Haram Ibn Milhin ; and when
he did not turn up they themselves moved forward. In the
way they came face to face with “Amir. The infidels surrounded
the Muslims on all sides and killed all of them,? except ‘Amr

1. Such an attitude was nothing strange. ‘Amir Ibn Tufail, the chief
of that locality had put forth three conditions before the Prophet,
viz., (i) that he (‘Amir) should be proclaimed as the ruler of the oities
(si) that the Prophet should assume the kingship of the desert area
and (485) that the Prophet should nominate him (‘Amir) as his
successor after him, In case of non-acceptance he declared his
determination to attack the Muslims with the help of Ghatafin. The
Prophet refused to accept yhese terms and 8o apprehended danger
snd trouble from him. (Sahth al-Bukhari, Ghazwa Raji* and Racl
and Dhakawin),

2. This party of Companions included Ka‘bh Ibn Zaid whom the enemy
took to be dead. But he survived and met death later on in the
battle of the Trenches. Zurqani, Vol. II, p. 88,
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Ibn Umayya! whom ‘Amir spared saying that his mother had
taken a vow to free a slave and so he was setting him free,
Then he cut his locks of hair and left him. The Prophet had
never been so grieved as when this mishap was reported to
him. For a whole month the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) prayed against these evil-doers after his
morning prayers. ‘Amr Ibn Umayysa, on his way back, killed
two men from the tribe of ‘Amir, whom the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) had given immunity.
‘Amr did not know of it. He thought he was getting revenge
on Banu ‘Amir for their faithless conduct towards the
Prophet’s Companions.? The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) expressed his displeasure when it was
made known to him, and announced the payment of their
blood-money to be made.

Sirya Raji¢

At about the same time some men belonging to the tirbe of
¢Adul and the Qara approached the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him) with a request to send men to
instruct their tribesmen in the Islamic ways as they had come
under Islam. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) sent out ten persons whose leader was ¢Asim Ibn
Thabit.

When they reached Raji‘, place midway between ‘Usfin
and Mecca, these treacherous fellows betrayed the Muslims
and prompted the Band Lahyan to kill them all. The Bang
Lahyan pursued them with two hundred tribesmen, half of
whom were bowmen. The foe had nearly overtaken the Muslims,

1. Two Ansaris, ‘Amr Ibn Umayys and Mundhar Ibn Muhammad “Ugba,
were coming up behind. Mundhar was kiiled when they reached the
place of occurrence and ‘Amr Ibn Umayys was taken prisoner, byt
later on released...... Zurqani, Vol. II, p. 89—8§.

2. Al-Badaya wa al-Nihiya, Ibn Kathir, Vol. IV, p. 73 and Zurgani,
Vol. If, p. 92,
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when they tried to escape by ascending on to a mound. The
bowmen asked them to come down and promised protection. I
do not want the protection of an infidel”, replied ‘Asim. Then
addressing God he prayed to Him to let His Prophet know of
all that. In short ‘Asim, with seven others, put up a good
fight till all of them were killed. (The Quraish sent a party
of men to fetch them a piece of flesh from ‘Asim’s body so
that he might be identified. But God would not allow such a
disgraceful desecration of a Muslim martyr.! Bees swarmed
over the dead body, and the men sent by the Quraish had to
return unsuccessful). Three of the Muslims, two of whom were
Khubaib and Zaid, did not distrust the words of the infidels,
and came down from the meund. The infidels played false
and had them bound. They were later on sold as slaves in
Mecca, In the battle of Uhud, Khubaib had killed Harith
Ibn ‘Amir ; so the sons of Harith piirchased him with a view to
killing him in revenge, For a few days he stayed at their
house. One day he happened to be fondling with the grand-
daughter of Harith, while he had a knife in his hand.?
Acoidentally the mother of the child came up. The sight of a
naked knife in the hand of Khubaib sent through her body a
shudder of fear. ¢Did you think’’, said Khabaib, “I would
slaughter your child with this knife. No that is not our way.”
The members of Harith’s family took him outside the precin.
ots of Harm and wanted to slay him.® He asked for permis-

1. Sahth al-Bukhdri (Book al-Maghizi) does not name the third person.
Ibn Ishiq says he was named ‘Abdullih Ibn Tiriq. There are reports
saying that ‘Abdullih was also killed at this very time and at this
very spob, while others say that he was put to death farther on at
Zuhran that'lay on the road to Mecca. Zurgini, Vol. II, p. 78—8.

2. Hirith's son, Abii Sarwa‘a, who had killed Khubaib, turned a Muslim
later on, and is honoured as a Companion. Zurgani, Vol. II,

p. 8—8.

3. .Sabth al-Bukhari n&s it was & razor—8.
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sion to offer two rak‘at of prayer. The murderers allowed him
this muach respite. He offered two rak‘at and then said, «I had
a mind to continue my prayers much longer, but you might
perhaps think I was afraid of death.” Then he recited the
following couplet : “When I am to be slain for embracing
Islam, I care not in what manner I shall be slain. All this is
for the sake of God and if He wills He will shower His bless-
ings on the severed pieces of my body.” (It has since then
been customary that whosoever is condemmned to death is
allowed to offer two rak‘at of prayer before being executed ;*
and it is considered commendable).?

The second man was Zaid, whom Safwan Ibn Mu‘dwiya
had purchased with the intention of killing him. All the
dignitaries of the Quraish assembled to witness his slaughter ;
and Abi Sufyin was one of them, When the executioner
raised his sword, Abi Sufyin said, “Tell us the truth, if
Muhammad were slain in your place, would you not think it
lucky for yourself.” ¢«By God”, retorted Zaid, “I would
sooner give up this life than see a single thorn prick the foot
of the Messenger of Allah.” This said, Nistds,? the slave of
Safwin struck his head off.

1. Tabari, p. 1436 and Tabagat, Ibn Sa‘d. The verse and other particulars
have been quoted from Bukhiri, Ghazwa al-Raji* and “Offering two
rak‘at before being beheaded.'’

2, This prayer is reckoned a commendable act, because it received the
Prophet’s approval when the report was communieated to him.
(Shara Siyar al-Kabir, Heading I, p.15). The Prophet’s approval
imparted this significance to this prayer. (Reud al-dnaf, Vol, II,
p. 171). The technical term for such a case in the terminology of
traditionists is Tagrir, which means that an action performed in the
presence of the Prophet, reported to him, if he was not himself a
witness to it, i3 reckoned commendable or lawful provided the
Prophet did not prohibit it.

3. Nistfis later on got converted, Zurqgani, Vol. II, P, 84—S.
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This chain of engagements comes down to the battle fought
against the Jews, As the facts concerning the Jews and their
history are in many ways connected with Islam, we intend to
treat them as a separate topic and in doing so shall have to
turn back to the events of the past.

Miscellaneous Happenings

It was in this year that Imam Huosain (Allsh be pleased
with him) was born in the month of Sha‘ban, and that Zainab
Bint Khuzaima, one of the wives of the Prophet, whom he
had married this very year, died.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
ordered Zaid Ibn Thabit to learn Hebrew language for he had
lost all faith in the Jews. Books of history report that Zaid
learnt it in fifteen days. This shows that the Medinites were
already conversant with Hebrew.

This year the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) married Umm Salama. Also it was in this year
that the Jews brought a case before the Prophet and request-
ed him to decide it according to the Jewish law. The
Prophet (peace and blessings of Alidh be upon) ordered the
man to be stoned to death according to the law laid down in
Torah (detailed discussion of these facts shall follow in other
parts). ’

Some historians hold that prohibition of wine was
ordained this year. But reports vary and we shall discuss
it in full when we come to the topic of religious injunctions.



TREATY AND WAR WITH
THE JEWS

(2nd to 4th Hijra 7.e., 623 to 625 C.E.)

We have already mentioned that the Jews had held sway
at Medina for a very long time. When the Ansaris settled
there, they first entered into an alliance with the Jews, but
later on rose to be their rivals. But the battle of Bu‘ath shat-
tered their power and now they were not in a position to
claim equal status.

The Jews were divided into three tribes-—the Qainuqas,
the Nadir and the Quraiza—and had their habitations round
Medina. They were mostly landlords, traders or skilled
artisans. The Qainuqa‘, who carried on the profession of
goldsmithy, were the most warlike and the bravest, and
kept big stores of arms. The Ansdris were generally their
debtors owing heavy sums of money. In addition to their
political and commercial domination, the Jews were also held
in high esteem for their religious knowledge and learning.
The Ansaris were idol-worshippers and illiterate, and honour-
ed the Jews as a more civilized and cultured community.
‘When their children did not survive, they used to take a vow
that they would convert their son to the Jewish faith if he
was spared. Thus Medina had many converted Jews.!

With the passage of time great evils had crept into the
Jewish society, The distinguishing mark of their community
was that they had, through money-lending business, estab-
1. Abiu Dawid, Chapter of al-Jihad, Book al-Asir.
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lished an extensive sphere of influence and burdened the
whole neighbourhood with their debts., Monopolists of
wealth, they charged callously exorbitant rates of interest ;
and had even wives and children pawned and mortgaged as
securities against non-payment., Ka‘b Ashraf himself had
pressed a similar demand upon his Angdri friends,! In short
they knew many methods of taking possessions of other
people’s land or gold.

8o great, indeed, was their greed for gold that they would
stone little children to death for the sake of an ornament
worth a few coins of silver.?2 Affluent wealth had given birth
to widespread adultery and fornication. Those who indulged
in these evils were mostly the well-to-do who could not be
brought to book. Once the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of AllZh be upon him) asked a Jew, “Do your religious
laws prescribe mere whipping as the punishment for
adultery ?” “No, Sir ! the adulterer ought to be stoned to
death, But a time came when adultery became common among
the higher classes. Whenever one of our nobility was found
guilty, we lot him go scot free, while a commoror got his due
a8 the law prescribed. Ultimately it was decided that instead
of being stoned to death the accused should be whipped so
that the high and the low could be equally punished.”s

When Islam came to Medina, the Jews realised that their
cruel hold could not last long. With the rise of Islam their
age-long religious ascendancy was suffering a set-back. - Juda-
ism that was gradually spreading among the infidels of
Medina abruptly stopped making any head way. On the other
hand, the new conquests provided the Ansaris with means to

1. Sahih al-Bukhai, Vol. 11, p. 1016.
2. Sakih al-Bukhdri, and Sahih Muslim, Murder of Ka‘b Ashraf.

8. Asbah al-Nuzal Wahids, p. 145, Egypt Edition and Sahih Muslim, p. 49,
Stoning of the Jews,
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pay off the crushing Jewish debts. Again, the moral evils
generally prevailing among the Jews, which wealth had
veiled from view, were getting publicly exposed.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) had no doubt concluded with the Jews a treaty promis-
ing security to life and property and freedom of conscience ;
but as a Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him)
it was his duty to preach and admonish against immorality.
The Verses of the Qur’an again and again revealed their
morals :

“Listeners are they to falsehood, devours of the forbid-
den.”’ (5:42)

“And thou shalt see many of them hastening towards sin
and transgression and their devouring of the forbid-
den.” (5:62)

«And also because of their taking usury whereas they
were prohibited there-from, and also because of their
devouring the riches of men unlawfully.” (4:161)

This naturally created among the Jews a great deal of
ill-feeling against Islam ; they resorted to harassing the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be wpon him) and
working against Islam, But the Prophet had ordered to bear
all their mischief with patience :

“Ye shall surely be proven in your riches and in your
lives ; and will surely bear much hurt from those who
were vouchsafed the Book before you and from those who
agsociate gods, and if ye endure and fear, then verily
that is of the commandments determined.” (3 :186)

The Jews had made it a point to greet the Prophet with
the words : “ds Sam-o-‘dlaikum’, instead of *As Salam-o-
‘Alaskum.” The former expression means “May death over-
take thee.” Once °‘A’isha (Allah be pleased with her) was
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with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him)
and overheard this salutation. ¢Death on you, you accursed
ones”, she said in a fury. ‘“Don’t be so harsh”, said the
Prophet. “Didn’t you hear what they said ?”, replied ‘A’isha.
“Yes, I did”, said the Prophet, “but I have answered it with
“Wa-*Alaikum” (the same to you) and that is enough,”*

Not only did the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh
be upon him) show courtesy and forbearance towards the
Jews, but was also agreeable to adopting social ways similar
to theirs ; and treating their religion with respect it had en-
joyed. The Arabs, for instance, had been in the habit of
dressing their hair with a parting in the middle, while the
Jews did it without any parting. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) followed the Jewish cus-
tom, In the Saki} al-Bukhdri we find a report to the effect
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) preferred to follow the people of the Book in matters in
which God had not given specific directions.

On his arrival in Medina, he found the Jews observing
fast on the day of ‘Ashiir (tenth day of Muharram) ; he order-
ed his followers to do the same. Whenever he saw the corpse
of a Jew being carried, he stood up a8 a mark of respect.®

Once a Jew was praising Moses (peace be upon him) as
superior to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him). An Ansiri got enraged and hit the Jew with a
stone. The Jew made a complaint to the Prophet, who said,
«Hold me not superior to other Prophets. On the Dooms Day
all shall become senseless and I shall be the first to recover,
and then I shall see Moses standing and holding the pillars of

—

1. Mentioned by Bukhari in various Chapters.

2, Bukhkiri, Vol. I, p. 582——8u19im5n.
3, Bukbari, Book of Jand'sz or Funeral, Vol. I, p. 175,



87

the “Arsh (Seat of God) with his hands.

Injunctions so far revealed in the Qur’an had all com-

manded courtesy and social cooperation with the People of
the Book. The Qur'in says :

“Today are allowed unto you all clean foods, and the
meat of those vouchsafed the Book is allowable for you,
and your meat is allowable for them.” (5:5)

Generally the Holy Qur’an spoke of their exalted position :
“Q’ Children of Israel, remember My favour wherewith I
favoured you and that I preferred you over the world.”

' (1:122)
They were not invited at this time to subscribe to any-

thing in Islam beyond that which is contained in the following
words of the Qur'an :

“Say thou : O’ People of the Book ! come to a word com-
mon between us and between you, that we shall worship
none save Allih, and that we shall not associate aught
with Him, and that none of us shall take others as Lords
beside Allzh. Then if they turn away, say : bear witness
that verily we are Muslims.” (3 : 64)

Nothing in this message was contrary to their accepted

beliefs and conviotions. But this conceding and accommodat-
ing spirit was requited with nothing but a determined effort
to root out Islam in all possible ways.

To lower down the prestige and honour of Islam in the

eyes of others, they told the non-believers that, so .far as
religion was concerned, the infidels were far better than the
Muslims. Of this too Qur’an speaks thus :

1.

“And saying of those who have disbelieved : these are
better guided as regards the way than the believers.”
(4:51)

Bukhiri, Vol. II, p. 668, Commentary on al-A‘raf.
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To discredit Islam they would go to all lengths, even
embrace Islam and then turn apostates to let people think
why would any body forsake it, if it were a true religion.
The Qur’an says :

“And a party of the people of the Book say, believe in
that which hath been sent down unto those who have
believed at the break of day, and disbelieve at the close
thereof, haply they may turn away.” (3:72)

In addition to all this, the Jews resorted to political
manoeuvres for uprooting Islam. They knew that the secret
of the strength of Islam lay in the unity brought about by it
between the two warring tribes of Aiis and the Khagraj. If
the seed of discord could be sown between these tribes, Islam,
they thought, would die a natural death. It was quite an
eagy affair to revive old rancours among the Arabs. Ounce a
number of persons belonging to both the tribes were assembl-
ed and having a talk together. Some Jews joined them and
turned the talk on the battle of Bu‘ath. This was the battle
the Ats and the Khazraj had fought to the mutual destruc-
tion of their power. Old memories were revived, and all of a
sudden the long extinguished fire of former hostilities flared
up. Hot words were exchanged and then they got from little
to more, unsheathing their swords. Luckily the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) got the news. He
reached the spot and cooled down their roused passions by
his wise counsel, when the following verse was revealed! :

“Q ye who believe ! were ye to obey any party amongst
those that have been vouchsafed the Book, they would,
after your having believed, render you infidels.” (3 : 100)

Among the Muslims there was already a group of hypo-
crites who had outwardly embraced Islam but were at heart

1, Zsabah, Vol. I, p. 188.



89

its bitterest enemies. ‘Abdullaih Ibn Ubbay Ibn Saldl, their
leader was easily enticed into a secret leagne. In collabora-
tion with this man, the Jews started a conspiracy. Luckily
for them, ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay had already been an ally of
the Banu Nadir, a Jewish tribe. Before the battle of Badr,
it was ‘Abdulldh Ibn Ubbay who had been sent a letter by
the Quraish asking him to turn out the Muslims or.they would
exterminate the Medinites : but they had failed in their pur-
pose (as already stated). Again after the battle of Badr,
they addressed a letter to the Jews, which ran thus :

“You have arms and castles, therefore, fight with our
enemy (Muhammad) or we shall do to you so and so,
and nothing would check us from reaching out our hands
to the anklets of your women,”?

Abn Dawid speaks of this letter while dealing with the
Bani Nadir and hence names only the Bant Nadir as the
addressee, In fact the letter was addressed to all the Jews in
general. It is for this reason that the famous traditionist,
Hakim, has taken the two incidents of Qainuqa‘ and Bani
Nadir as one,

In short the situation had by now deteriorated so greatly
that danger from the Jews was apprehended to the life of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) when he
left the house at night. Talha Ibn Bard’, a Companion of
the Prophet, while on his death-bed, made a will that the
Prophet was not to be i{nformed in case ke expired in the
n“}ght, for harm might come from the Jews. Hifiz Ibn
Ha,jnt ; in his Jsdbah, has quoted this in full on the authority
of Aba Dawid.?

1. Sunan, Abd Diwiid, Bani Nadir, Kitib al-Khirdj—Sulaimin,

2. Isdbah, version of Talha Ibn Rari’
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Ghazwa Bani Qainuga‘
(Shawwal, 2nd Hijra 1.e., March, 634 C.E.).

The victory at Badr had made the Jews more apprehen-
sive, They had seen how Islam was growing into a power. The
Qainuga‘, the bravest and the most powerful of all the Jewish
tribes, were tne first to declare war and violate the treaty
they had made with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh
be upon him).! Ibn Hishim and Tabari, on the authority of
Tbn Ishiq, have guoted a report from ¢Asim Ibn Qatida
Ansiri, which runs thus :

“The Qainuga‘ were the first among the Jews who broke
the treaty concluded with the Prophet ; and made war
with the Muslims during the period intervening between
the battles of Badr and Uhud.”

Ibn Sa‘d, while dealing with the Ghazwa of Bani Qainuqas
remarked :

«“When the battle of Badr took place the Jews manifested
their malevolence and their spirit of revolt and retracted
from their plighted word,”?

An unexpected incident added fuel to the fire. An Ansdrl
woman with a veil on her face came to the shop of a
certain* Jew in the market place of Medina. The Jew
violated her honour. This made the blood of a Muslim
boil with rage and he made a short work of the Jew. The
Jews killed the Muslim in return. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was informed, he went to
them and said, “Fear God, lest wrath of God should fall upon
vou as it did upon the people at Badr.” We are not like
Quraish”, came-the haughty reply, “When you come to deal
with us, we will let you realize what battle means.”

1. Tabagat, Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. II, p. 19.
2. Zurgini, Vol, I, p. 529.
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The Jews having violated the treaty and virtually de-
clared war, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) was forced to resort to force., They shut themselves in
their forts and the siege continued for fifteen days. In the
end they agreed to abide by any decision given by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). ‘Abdullah
Ibn Ubbay, being an ally of the Jews, pleaded with the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) to banish
them away.! This took place in the month of Shawwal in
the second year of the Hijra é.e., March, 624 C.E. Accord-
ingly they were sent to a place in Syria known as Adhrat.
These were 700 men including 300 armed warriors.

Murder of Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf
(Rabi al-Awwal, 3rd Hijra i.e., August, 634 C.E.)

Kab Ibn Ashraf was a reputed Jew poet. His father, who
belonged to the tribe of Tai, came to Medina, settled as an
ally of the Bani Nadir, and acquired such honour and posi-
tion that he was married to the daughter of Abn Rafi‘ Tbn Abl.
al-Huquaiq? the leading personality known as the prince mer-
chant of Hijaz. Ka‘b was born of this union,® and as a result
of the two-fold relationship, had friendly terms both with the
Arabs and with the Jews. His poetic talent added to his
influence over his people. In course’of time, his wealth made
him the leader of all the Jewish community in Arabia. He
fixed monthly allowances for all Jewish scholars and religious
men of repute. When the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) had settled at Medina, the Jew scholars,

1. The language used by the biographera in general shows that the
Prophet wanted to murder all the Jews and that on the forceful and
vehement pleadings of ‘Abdullibh Ibn Ubbay he yielded. But the
details as given in Sunan Abi Dawiid repudiate such assumptions.

2. Sahih al-Bukhdri, Chapter ‘‘Murder of the infidels,*’

3. Tarikh Khamis, p. 464,
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who came to Ka‘b to receive their allowances, were asked to
give their views about Islam and the Prophet of Islam ; and
they were paid their salaries only when their opinions were
found to be iri agreement with those of Ka‘h.t

He hated Islam from the very depth of his heart. The
loss of the Quraish dignitaries at the battle of Badr had given
him a severe shock, and he had personally gone to Mecca to
offer condolences. There he composed elegies full of pathos
and a spirit of revenge, and recited them before huge gather-
ings of the Meccans, amid tears of his own and those of his
audience. While dealing with these events Ibn Hisham has
quoted these elegies. Most of the poems of this type are
usually spurious; yet inasmuch as these elegies seem to be
couched in the language of the day, a few of them may bear
repetition :

“The millstones of the battle ground the men at Badr.
Weep we must over mishaps like Badr, where many a
noble face that shone white and radiant and gave ghelter
to the needy, was for ever lost.”

On his return to Medina, he began to incite people and
compose satirical verses against the Prophet.? In Arabia
poetry exerted the same influence over public mind as the
stirring speeches of great statesmen and the articles of leading
newspapers do today. A single poet through his verse could
ignite a whole tribe.

1, Zurgini on the authority of Ibn Ishdq, Vol. II, p. 9.

2. In Abd Diwid we find these words: “Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf used to
satirize the Prophet through his verse and excite the infidels of the
Quraish against him. (Abd Dawid, Vol, IT, Chapter “Banishment of
the Jews’’) Ibn Sa‘d has these words : “Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf was a poeb
who composed satirical verses against the Prophet and excited the
people against him.’” The Commentary by Ibn Jarir (Vol. V, p. 79)
says : “Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf went to the infidels of Mecca and excited
them against the Prophet and asked them to wage a war against
him.”'—Sulaiméin.
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There is another report to the effect that he went to
Mecca with forty o‘bhers, met Ab@i Sufyin, and incited him to
avenge the dead at Badr. Aba Sufyédn took them all to the
Haram, and there, holding the curtain of the Ka‘ba, they
vowed vengeance for the battle of Badr.!

Not satisfied with all that, he made plans to get the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) secretly
assassinated. ‘Allima Ya‘qibi, in his history says: “Kab Ibn
Ashraf, the Jew, made an effort to get the Prophet treache-
rously murdered.” This report is further corroborated by an-
other quoted by ¢Allama Hafiz Tbn Hajar,2 who, while deal-
ing with the murder of Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf, states on the autho-
rity of ‘Ikrima that Ka‘b invited the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) to a feast and appointed his
men to murder him when he came. Hafiz Ibn Hajar has
declared this report to be weak, yet in view of the existing
circumstances the weak points in the sources do not warrant
its rejection.

Fearing more trouble from these covert designs, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) spoke of
it to his Companiors, and with his approval, Muhammad Ibn
Maslama consulted the leaders of Ags, and then as advised,
maurdered him in the month of Rabi al-Awwal in the 8rd year
of the Hijra i.e,, August, 624 C.E.3

Traditionists have stated that Muhammad Ibn Maslams
came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and asked for his permission in these words, “Let us
have permission to say something.”” “To say something” has

1. Tarikh Khamis, p. 527. Perhaps this refers to the incident already

mentioned. Ibn Khamis has given further details,
2. Fath ol-Bart, description of Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf, Vol. VII, p. 259,

3. Maghazi of Ibn Sa'd, p. 21,
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been interpreted by writers on history as saying false things,
which they believe, the Prophet permitted as all is fair in
war. But the report in Sahik al-Bukhirl has the words :
4We may be permitted to have a talk with him.” Sahik al-
Bukhari’s words in no way suggest that permission to say
something untrue was sought and given. On the other hand the
dialogue reported to have taken place reveals low morals and
inner mind of the Jews. Muhammad Ibn Maslama went to
Kad and said, “We gave shelter to Muhammad and incurred
the wrath of the whole of Arabia. Now alms and charities are
demanded of us. So we come to you to pawn our things and
get money from you.” At this Ka‘b said, <“You will get fed
up with Muhammad. All right, you should pawn your wives.”
But this beautiful face of yours, said Ibn Maslama, “does not
let us trust the fidelity of our wives.” Xa‘b then replied,
“then mortgage your children.” ¢This will bring us into dis-
-grace and disrepute throughout Arabia”, said Ibn Maslama,

*“We shall pawn our arms and you know how great is their
need these days.”!

The report of this murder as mentioned in the Sakik al-
Bukhirl runs thus : “The people called Ka‘b out of his house
in a friendly manner and then pretending to smell his lock
of hair canght hold of it, and killed him.2 This report does
not mention the Prophet permitting anybody to do it. Among
the Arabs of the days such methods of murder were not objec-
tionable. Later on we shall discuss in a separate chapter
how the Prophet brought about a gradual reform in all these
manners.

Ghazwa Bani Nadir
(Rabi¢ al-Awwal, 4th Hijra i.c., September 635 C.E.)

‘Amr Ibn Umayya had killed two men belonging to the
tribe of ‘Amir, and their blood money had not so far been

1. Zurqdni, Vol. II, p. 13 and Sahih al-Bukhari, “Murder of Kab,”’
2. Sahih al-Bukhdri, Chapter “Murder of Ka‘h Ibn Ashraf.*’
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paid off. A part of it, by virtue of a treaty, was to be paid
by the Jews of the Bani Nadir. To demand this, the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) himself went to
the Bani Nadir.! They agreed to pay, but secretly directed
a man to reach the second storey and to throw from above a
stone, on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him), A Jew, ‘Amr Ibn Hajash by name, reached the
upper storey with this intention. The Prophet was at that
time standing at the foot of the wall helow the upper storey.
He sensed the evil intention and returned to Medina.?

As already mentioned, the Quraish had sent to the Jews
of the Band Nadir to kill Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allgh be upon him) or they would themselves be exterminated.
The Banii Nadir being already hostile, this message from the
Quraish served as an impetus. They invited the Prophet to
come with thirty men to meet their religious scholars, pro-
mising that if on hearing him, the divines would declare him
to be true, they would not hesitate to accept him as a prophet.
As they had already planned a revolt, the Prophet (peace
and blessings of AllZh be upon him) asked them to sign a
bond before he could trust them. To this they did not agree.
Now the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alidh be upon him)
visited the tribe of the Bani Quraiza and asked them to renew

1. The Prophet’s talk with the Band Nadir has been reported in two
versions : One with the purport mentioned by the author, the other
with the purport of ascertaining how the blood money was to be paid
to Banii ‘Amir and what had been their practice in this regard.
Banii Nadir and the ‘Amir being on friendly terms, the Prophet’s
consultation with the Band Nadir was quite likely. (Sira Halabiya,
Vol. II, p. 227)~—Sulaimin.

2. This version is mentioned in Tbn Hishim and other books. Zurqani,
from Musa Ibn ‘Ugqba’s most reliable work on Maghagi, quotes as
follows : ¢“These men (the Jews of the Bani Nadir) made wicked
plans in collaboration with the Quraish, incited them to war and
told them the secrets of the Muslims’, Zurqani, Vol, 11, p. 83,
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the treaty, which they readily did. But this example set by
their co-religionists could not induce the Bant Nadir to come
to terms.! Again they asked the Prophet to come to them
with three men, and they would also call three divines ; and
if these declared their faith in his prophethood they would
follow suit. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be
upon him) agreed. But in the way he learnt from a reliable
source that the Jews were waiting for him, girded with
swords, to kill him as he arrived.?

There were various causes for the rebellious attitude of
the Bani Nadir. They were woll-entrenched in strong forts
which defied capture. Moreover, ‘Abdullah Ibn Ubbay had en-
couraged them with a message telling them not to surrender,
for the Bani Quraiza would join them and he too would
be coming with 2,000 men for their help. The Qur’an says :

«Behold thou not those who dissemble saying unto their
brethren who disbelieve among the people of the Book ;
If ye are driven forth we shall surely go forth with you,
and we shall not ever obey any one in your respect, and
if ye are attacked, we shall surely succour you. And
Allzh beareth witness that surely they are liars.”

(59 : 11)

But the expectations of the Band Nadir came to naught.
The Bani1 Quraiza did not help them and the hypocrites could
not openly come to their aid against the Muslims,

—1—.— All these details can be seen in Sunan Abd Dawid. It is strange that
the biographers are quite ignorant of this report in Abi Diwdd.

2. In Fath al-Bar: this report has been mentioned on the authority of
JIbn Mirdoya and the compiler has declared it to be authentic. The
reports in Sakih al-Bukhari too show that the Jews of the Bani Nadir
were contemplating false-play with the Prophet. The heading in the
Bukhari i8 “The Departure of the Prophet towards the tribe of the
Banid Nadir to séttle the blood money of two men and of their inten-
tion to do him harm,”
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The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) besieged their forts for fifteen days. Some of the trees
standing around their forts were cut down. ¢‘Allima Suhaili,
in Raud al-Anaf, says that the whole orchard was not cleared
away, only the trees known as ‘“Linah” (a kind of date which
is not eaten by the Arabs) were removed. The Qur'an says:

“Whatsoever fine palms (linah) ye cut down or left
standing on roots thereof, it was by the leave of Allih,
and in order that He might abase the transgressors.”

(59 : 4)

It is possible that the trees were providing a hiding place
to the enemy and so they were removed.!

In the end the Jews of the Banti Nadir agreed to leave
Medina taking with them all the goods that they could carry
on their camels. Accordingly all of them deserted their
houses and rode off. Men of wealth and eminence like Sallim
Ibn Abi al-Huquaiq, Kinana Ibn al-Rabi Ibn Abi al-Huquaiq
and Huyayy Ibn Akhtab, went to Khaibar where they were
received with great honour and were recognized as chiefs,
This migration is to be remembered as it forms a prelude to
the battle of Khaibar.?

The Bani Nadir were leaving their homesteads, yet they
marched off with such a paraphernalia of splendour that one

1. The author’s view issupported by the verdict of Imdm Ahmad, who
declares that trees in a field of battle are cut down only when it is
indispensable to do so. It is in connection with this incident that
the traditionists have quoted the opinion of Imim Ahmad; adding
at the same time that it would be in keeping with the Prophet’s
precedent to set the trees on fire if they served as a bulwark for the
enemy. It follows that according to those scholars the outting down
of trees on the oocasion was dictated by military exigencies. ‘Umdat
al-Qari, Vol. VIII, p, 191-=Rulaimin,

2. Tabarj, p. 1452,
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would mistake them to be going in a festive procession.
They rode their camels, to the accompaniment of song and
beat of tom-tom by singing girls, including the wife of the
famous poet ‘Urwa Ibn al-Ward ‘Abasi, who had been pur-
chased by the Jews. The Medinites said they had never
seen 8o grand a procession.! The arms left by them numbergd
fifty coats of mail, fifty helmets and 340 swords. When the
Jews had left, there was the problem of the Ansari children
who had embraced Judaism. The Jews had intended to take
them away on the ground that they were their co-religionists;
but the Ansdris had not allowed it. On this occasion the
following Verse was revealed :

“There is no compulsion in Religion.” (2 : 256)

Aba Dawad has given this account under the heading of
Jikad in the Chapter of “Compulsion upon the Prisoners”,
on the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas,

1, All these details are given in Tabari, p. 1452,
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GHAZWA MURISI’, EVENT OF
IFK AND GHAZWA AHZAB

(6th Hijra i.e., June, 636—May, 637 C.E.)

By now, the combined intrigues of the Quraish and the
Jews had stirred up the whole land from Mecca to Medina.
The tribes one and all set about making preparations for an
attack on Medina. The Anmar and the Tha‘laba were the
first to move. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) came to know of it, and on the 10th of
Muharram, Hijra 5 (June, 626 C.E.), he left Medina with four
hundred Companions and reached the place known as Dhat
ar-Riqa‘. Hearing of the approach of the Muslim army the
tribesmen fled into the mountains.t

Ghazwa Diimat al-Jandal®

In the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal, of the same year, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) was
informed of the infidels mobilising -a huge army at a place
known as Dimat al-Jandal. He marched out with 1,000
Companions, and again the enemy took to flight on hearing

of his approach.

1. Ibn Sa‘d, Ghazwa Dhit ar-Riga‘ , p. 43. (A report in Sakih al-Bukharl
says that this Ghazwa took place after the battle of the Trenches,
The prayer at the time of danger was, for the first time, offered on
this occasion).

2. The correst word is Dumat al-Jandal. But Ibn Athir says it is
Daumat al-Jandal, which he says is the name of a village near the
city of Hims. Diimat al-Jandal is said to have been the name of &
fort.

99
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Ghazwa Murisi‘! er Banii Mustaliq
(5th Hijra Sha‘bin i.e., January, 637 C.E.)

Khuza‘a was the tribe in alliance with the Quraish.
Once it struck the Quraish that, as descendants of Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) they must in every way enjoy distinction
from others. A short stay in the open plain of ‘Arafat is a
part of Hajj ceremonial. This open space was situated out-
side the boundary of Haram. The Quraish made it a rule
that, while others should go to ‘Arafat, they would stay at
Muzdalifa, a place within the boundary of the Haram.
Appropriating to themselves similar other privileges, they had
assumed the title of “4hmas’’. Nevertheless, they had been
kind enough to allow this appellation to others provided they
submitted to their restrictions, and with such people they
condescended to have matrimonial ties. The tribe of Khuzi‘a
was one of those thus honoured.? The Bani Mustalig, a
branch of the Khuza‘a, inhabited the place known as Murisi‘,
which was nine marches away from Medina. Harith Ibn
Dirar, the chief of the tribe, acting on his own initiative or
at the instigation of the Quraish, made preparations for an
attack on Medina. On receipt of information the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) sent Zaid
Ibn Khusaib for further enquiry. Zaid, on his return con-
firmed the report, and the Prophet (peace and blessings of

1. Ibn Ishag, from whom Tabari and Ibn Hisham have borrowed, has
placed this battle in the 8th year of the Hijra. But Misa Ibn ‘Uqba
places it in the 5th year. Imam Bukhari has pointed out this dis-
agreement in his Sahih. But by some mistake Bukhiri records that
Misa Ibn ‘Ugba dates its occurrence in the 4th year of the Hijra,
whereas he does it in the 5th. <Allama Ibn Hajar, in Fatk al-Bari,
Vol, VIL, p. 322, on the authority of Baihaqi, Hakim, Miisa Tbn ‘Ugba
and Ab@ Ma‘shar, holds the 5th year to be more correct. Ibn Sa‘d

too has declared its date to be the 5th year. For details sve Fath ql-
Bart.

2, Ibn Hisham gives the details, vide, Vol. I, p. 67.
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Aflih be upon him) ordered his Companions to get prepared
for a battle. On the second day of Sha‘ban, the Muslim army
sot out from Medina. When the news reached the people at
Murist‘, the fighting force under Harith melted away, and he
himself managed to escape. But the inhabitants of Murisi¢
put themselves in battle array and kept up a steady down-
pour of arrows for a long time. The Muslims made a sudden
all-out attack which put the opponents to flight. Ten of
their men were killed and the rest made prisoners. They
numbered 600, Two thousand camels and 5,000 goats were
captured as booty.

The version given above is from Ibn S8a‘d. The Sakik al-
Bukhari* and the Saki} Muslim® report that the Prophet
took Banid Mustaliq by surprise when they were giving their
animals & drink. Ibn Sa‘d has referred to this version as
well, declaring® that the former is more authentic and reli-
able. In this connection Hafiz Ibn Hajar in Falh al-Bari,
remarks that the report of a historian can in no way be
preferred to the report of the Sakih of Bukharl and of Muslim,
In fact, the report of the Sikah too, when judged by the
criteria set by the traditionists, cannot form the basis of an
argument, as the chain of its narrators ends at Nafi, who far
from taking part in the battle had not even seen the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). BSuch reports are
technically known as Mungata® or the Broken Ones.

1. Sabik al-Bukhari, Ghapter *“‘Atq.™
2. Sahith Muslim, Book of Jihid and Siyar.
8. Tabagat, Ibn Sa‘d, Book Maghazi, pp. 45, 46

4. Probably the author was led to declare the report a broken one in
view of the narrators named in the beginning, At the end of the
report, however, it is clearly stated that Nifi* received it from
<Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar who himself took part in the battle. (Sahih
Muslim, Book Jihid and Sahth al-Bukhari, Book al-‘Ataq). This link
given, the report cannot be termed a8 & broken tradition—Sulaiman,
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It was an ordinary encounter, but a few significant
features have persuaded the historians to confer on it the
dignity of a separate heading. One characteristic feature of
this battle was that, tempted by prospects of booty, the
hypocrites too had joined the Muslim army. These wicked
people always waited for opportunity to create trouble. One
day a Muhdjir and an Angsari had a quarrel over taking water
from a fountain. Following the old Arab tradition, the
Ansari cried aloud for help, the Muhdjir followed it up with &
call to the Muhajirs. Swords were immediately unsheathed
and an appeal to arms was imminent when some persons
intervened and made peace between them. WNow ¢‘Abdullah
Ibn Ubbay, the chief of the hypocrites had his chance. “You
have yourself brought this evil upon you”, said he to the
Ansaris, “you invited the Muhajirs and made them so strong
that now they challenge you as your equals. There is still a
way out. If you withdraw your support, they will be forced
to flee from here,”

The whole affair was reported to the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allzh be upon him). ‘Umar (Allzh be
pleased with him) was present. He flared up with rage
and asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) to order some one to strike the head of ‘Abdullzh
Ibn Ubbay off his shoulders. ¢‘Would you like”, replied the
Prophet, “that people should go about saying that Muhammad
kills his own Companions.”?

By a strange coincidence ‘Abdullih Ibn Ubbay, that
arch-enemy of Islam and the greatest of the hypocrites,
had in his son, ‘Abdullah by name, an equally staunch
and devoted Muslim. The Prophet’s displeasure gave rise
to a rumour that he was intending to get Ibn Ubbay
beheaded, and it came to the ears of his son. He came to the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) and said,

3. Sahih al-Bukhart, p. 128,
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“The ‘world knows how obedient I am to my father. But if
you so desire, then order me, and I will bring his head to you
in a moment. Let it not come to pass that you order some
one else to kill my father, and I, for shame and love, should
kill that man.” The Prophet: (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) consoled him saying that instead of killing his
father he would always show kindness! to him. And the
Prophet kept his word to this extent that at the time of
‘Abdullah’s death he gave his own shirt to cover hig dead-body
and personally led his funeral prayer. ‘Umar (Allzh be pleas-
ed with him) held the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) by the skirt of his robe, protesting that he was
offering prayers for a hypocrite. But who could stem the tide
of the Prophet’s boundless mercy.

Marriage with Juwairiya

Juwaiiiya, daughter of Harith Ibn Abi Dirar, was one of
the prisoners of war. A report by Ibn Ishdq, which is also
found in various books on traditions, says that the prisoners
were given away as slaves, and that Juwairiya was allotted
to Thabit Ibn Qais. But she, as the report runs, asked Thabit
Ibn Qais to set her free on payment of ransom, and Thiabit
agreed to it. She had no money with her, and tried to raise a
sum for her releage and came to the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allzh be upon him). <A’isha (Allih be pleased with her)
was then present. Ibn Ishiq then quotes ‘A’isha (Allih be
pleased with her) as saying (which was certainly her personal
opinion) that Juwairiya had very sweet manners, and hence
on seeing her approach, she thought, that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)too would be impressed by
her beauty as it had impressed her. In short, says the report,
Juwairlya went to the Prophet. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Would you accept if a

1. Al this detail is given in Ibn Sa'd, Tabari, and in various Chapters
of Sabih al-Bukhirt,
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better treatment were meted out to you.” She asked what
that treatment could be. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) said, *“I pay your ransom on your behalf
and take you as a wife.” Juwairiya agreed, The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) paid the money
and married her.!

This is the report recorded by Ibn Ishag. It is also
found quoted in-T'abagdt of Tbn Sa‘d and Sunan of Abi Dawid.
But there is. another version which explains itself better.
Harith the father of Juwairiya, was one of the chiefs of Arabia.
When Juwairiya was taken prisoner, he came to the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said, “My
daughter cannot be made a slave girl. My position is far
above that. You had better set her free.”” The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked if it would not be
better to leave the matter to Juwairiya herself. At this
Harith went to Juwairiya and informed her that the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) had left every-
thing to her, and that she should not let her own father

-down in the eyes of the people. Juwairiya replied that
she loved to remain in the service of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Hence the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allzh be upon him) married her.”

This report has been recorded by Hafiz Ibn Hajar in his
book Isibah. Hiafiz Ibn Hajar has borrowed it from Hafiz
Ibn Minda ; and has also remarked that its chain of narration
isreliable. It is found also in the Tabaqdt of Ibn Sa‘d wherein
Ibn Sa‘d adds that Juwairlya’s father himself paid off the
money and when she had attained her freedom, she was
married to Prophet (peace and blesgings of Allah be upon
him).

1. Sunan, Abi Dawid, Book of Freeing the Slaves,

e T



7R Frn E

105
Effects of this Marriage

When Juwairiga was married to the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allzh be upon him), the prisoners of war were all
given their freedom forthwith, the Muslim army declaring
that members of the family into which the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allih be upon him) was married could not be
kept as slaves.!

The Event of Ifk (False Accusation)

The incident known as Ifk or false accusation of ‘A’isha
(Allzh be pleased with her) took place on the return journey
from this expedition. This incident has been dealt with in
books of history and traditions. But it is needless to discuss
an accusation which the Qur’an refutes with the words :

“And why did you not when you heard of it, say ; It
does not beseem us that we should talk of it, Glory be to
Thee, this is a great calumny.”

Nevertheless, it should serve to illustrate how a baseless
lie spreads like wild fire. The calumnious tale was noised
abroad by the hypocrites. A few Muslims too were led to
believe it, and were later on punished for false accusation, as
mentioned in the Sa%7%k of Muslim,

Christian historians of today, like the hypocrites of old,
have dwelt on this incident with such a flush of glee that
words seem to issue forth from their pens like the spontaneous
flow of a stream. - But this is only what we ought to expect.

All these fights were mere harbingers of that general
trial of strength which the Jews and the Arabs wished to
make with a united force ; and which is known as the Battle
of the Allies or the Battle of Trenches.

1. Sunan, Abd Dawid, Chapter on Emancipation of Slaves—-Sulaimin,
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Ghazwa Ahzib (Battle of the Allies or the Trenches)
(Dh1 Qad 5th Hijra i.e., February 637 C.E.)

Having left Medina and settled at Khaibar, the Band
Nadir started hatching a wide-spread conspiracy! against
Islam. Their leaders, Sallim Ibn Abi al-Huquaiq, Huyayy
Ibn Akhtab, Kinina Ibn al-Rabi¢ and others came to Mecca,
met the Quraish, and told them that Islam could be destroy-
ed root and branch provided they lent their support. The
Quraish were already waiting for an opportunity. Assured
of their help, the Jews next visited the Ghatfin tribes and
made tempting offer of assigning to them half the proceeds of
Khaibar in perpetuity. The Ghatfin were only too willing
to catch at the offer. ‘While dealing with: the Ghazwa Bi‘r
Ma‘dna, we have already mentioned how ‘Amir, the chief of
the tribe, had threatened an attack by the tribe of Ghatfin.?
The Banii Asad who were in alliance with the Ghatfin, were
asked to come up with their men. The Band Sulaim had
blood connections with the Quraish, and on this ground they
too joined the league. The tribe of the Band Sa‘d being an
ally of the Jews was easily won over. Thus a mighty army
made up of forces from all the tribes marched out for

1, Tabari has it thus: “Those who incited the people to war against
the Prophet were the leaders of the Bahii Nadir who had been
banished from their lands.”” The most reliable book on Maghazi is
that of Masa Ibn ‘Ugba. Hifiz Ibn Hajar, while giving details of
the battle of the Trenches (Allies) in his book Fath al-Biri has
quoted these words : “Huyayy Ibn Akhtab after the eviction of the
Bani Nadir went to Meocca to incite the Quraish to fight the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him). Kinina Ibn
Rabi‘, Ibn Abi al-Huquaiq went to the tribe of Ghatfan and incited
them against the Prophet and promised to pay them half the yield
of dates of Khaibar. ‘Uaina Ibn Hisn, Ibn Hudbaifa and Ibn Badr
agreed to this and they wrote to their allies, the Bani Asad and
they and their followers came under the command of Talha.Ibn

Khuwailid .....”"
2. Sahth al-Bukhari, Ghazwa Raji‘.

o
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Medina. In Fath al-Bari their number is given as 10,000.1

This army consisted of three main divisions.? The
Ghatfan3 forces were led by ‘Uayina Ibn Hisn Fazari, a famous
chief of Arabia., The Bani Asad were placed under the com-
mand of Talha and the supreme command was entrusted to
Abt Sufyin.t

The news of this dangerous confederacy reached the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and he
consulted his Companions. Salman Fars], being an Iranian,
was familiar with the method of defence behind the trenches,
and he suggested that as it was inadvisible to fight in the
open, the whole army should be concentrated in a well protect-
ed place with trenches dug out all round. The “Khandag”
which means anything dug out. The sovnds “K” and “H”
got changed into “KA’" and “Q" respectively, just as the Per-
sian word “Piada” came to become “Baidag” in Arabio, The
suggestion was received with general approval and imple-
ments were collected to dig the trenches.

Medina was well-protected on three sides by a continuous
line of buildings and palm groves, which served well as a de-
fensive line. Only on the Syrian side it was open to attack.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) with 3,000 Companions came out of the town and
on this side, they started digging trenches. It was 8th of
Dhi Qa‘d.

1. Tabagdt, Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. I, part I, p. 47 and Fath al-Bari.

2. Tabagat, Ibn 8a‘d. Vol. II, Part I, p. 47.

‘8. The com ders here d did not lead the entire army, the author
having mentioned only those who were commanding the well-known
tribes. Historians have mentioned the names of the commanders of
other tribes as well, for instance, the Bani Sulaim were fighting
under Mas‘id Ibn Rukhaila, while Harith Ibn ‘Aiif led the Bani.
Murra. Harith and Tulaiha later on came over to Islam, Zurqdni,
Vol. I, p. 121, Tabagat, Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. II, p. 47 —Sulaimin,

4. Tabagat, [bn Sa'd, Vol. I, p. 47—Sulaiman,
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The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him})
himself did the marking and the preliminary lay out. Then
a ten yard (about 9-1/2 metre) length was allotted to each
party of ten. The depth of the trench had to be 5 yards
(about 4-3/4 metres). Three thousand pious hands took
twenty days to complete the project.

One may well recollect how the Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of Allsh be upon him), had worked as an ordinary
labourer while the construction of the mosque at Medina was
in progress. Another scene equally touching presents itself
on this occagion. In the long wintry nights, going without
food......sometimes for three days together......the Muhkdjirs
and the Angdris carry the excavated earth and stones on their
backs. In rapturcus love with one voice, they recited the
couplat :

“We are dedicated to serve Islam under Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) for as long as
we live 17

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon
him) is throwing out the earth with his body smeared with
dust and the following verse is on his lips :

“By God, had God not shown us the right path, we
should not have given alms or offered prayers ; These
men have risen against us and we refuse to obey them
though they come all combined.”

The last rhyming word (We refuse, according to the
Arabic text) he loudly recited and repeated it.! Along with
this he prayed for the welfare of the Ansaris saying :

“0" God there is no good but the good of the Hereafter.
0’ God send Thy biessings unto the Ansiris and the
Muhajirs.” ..

1, $akth al-Bukhari, Battle of the Trenches,

;Y
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While digging, they once came upon a very hard piece of
rock which none could break. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) came up. Without food for
three days and a stone tied against his belly, he struck, and
the rock was split into pieces.!

With the hills of Sula‘ on their back, they arranged
themselves into lines. The women were sent to well guarded
forts of the town. As an attack was feared from the Banao
Quraiza, Salama Ibn Aslam with 200 men was stationed there
to ward off any attempt from that side.

So far the Jews of the Bant Quraiza had been neutral.
But the Banii Nadir tried to win them over. Huyayy Ibn
Akhtab (father of the Prophet’s wife Safiyya) himself went to
Kacb, the chief of the Quraiza ; but the latter refused to meet
him. Jiuyayy sent to him the following message, “I have
brought with me a huge army. The Quraish and all Arabia
have flocked up, thirsting for Muhammad’s blood. Let not
this chance slip by, for the end of Islam is near at hand.”
Still Ka‘b was not willing and said, I have always found
Muhammad true to his promise. It is not fair to break word
with him.” But the persuasions of Huyayy could not long
remain ineffective,

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
came to know of it and sent Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘ddh and Sa‘d Ibn
“Ubada to ascertain the truth and have a final word with the
Banii Quraiza. In case they found that the Band Quraiza
had actually violated the treaty, they were told to report it
on return in ambiguous words so that people might not get
discouraged. The two gentlemen reminded the Bani Quraiza
of their treaty obligations; but the Quraiza replied, “We
know not who Muhammad is and what is meant by a

treaty.”

1, Sahsh al-Bukhari, Battle of the Trenches,
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In short the Bandi Quraiza made a further addition to the
number of this already huge concentration. The Quraish, the
Jewish tribes and the entire strength of Arabia......24,000
strong......divided themselves into three bodies, and from
three sides launched an attack on Medina. So vigorous was
the charge that it shook the very foundations of the city.
The battle has been described by God in the Qur’an in these
words :

“When they came upon you from above you, and from
below you and when the eyes turned dull and hearts
reached to the gullets, and of Allah ye were imagining
various things...... There were the believers proven and
shaken with a mighty shaking.” (33:10,11)

The Muslims had among them & number of hypocrites,
apparently supporting their cange. But the extreme weather,
lack of supplies, continuous starvation, sleepless nights and
the swarm of armies arrayed against them were the factors
that exposed them all. One after the other, they came to
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be upon him) and
begged his permission to return to the city for their houses
were unsafe, Of these the Holy Qur’an says :

“And a party of them asked permission of the Prophet
saying, verily our houses lie open ; whereas they lay not
open ; they only wished to flee.” (33:8)

But the sterling worth of true Muslims was to be tested
on this very touchstone, The Qur’an says :

“And when the believers saw the confederates, they said :
This is that which Allah and His Messenger had promised
us, and Allzh and His Messenger had spoken the truth.
And it only increased them in belief and in self-
surrender.” (33:25)

For about a month the siege continued with all its
rigours, The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon



- ‘""‘R‘!’;‘ T T

F

111

him) and the Companions sometimes went without food for
three days in continuation. One day the Companions, unable

to bear any more, showed the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) the stones they had tied to their

bellies. When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) uncovered his own body, there were two stones
fastened over the abdomen.?

The siege was long and dangerous. Once the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked his Compan.
ions if there was any who could bring news from the enemy.
Three times he repeated the words ; only Zubair responded
to the call. It was on this occasion that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allih be upon him) gave Zubair the title of
“Hawari” or a disoiple.?

The besiegers had in the first place surrounded the trenches,
secondly they wanted to attack Medina from the quarter
where the families of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) and the Companions were lodged in forts.

Unable to cross the trench, they flung stones and shot
arrows from a distance. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) had stationed various parties at various
points on the trenches and these men kept the enemy at bay.
One such detachment was under the personal command of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him).

1. In Shama’il of Tirmidhi, it is mentioned that the Arabs, when ex-

tremely hungry, carried a stone pressed against the belly, which kept
them erect.

2, Sahik al-Bukhdri, Battle of Ahzib or the Allies (and Sahth Muslim),
Book of al-Fada’il. But Ibn Hisham in this connection names
Hudhsifa Ibn Yamin, Hence the traditionists differ regading the
incidents connected with these names. Hifiz Ibn Hajar has proved
by arguments that Hudhaifsa was deputed to find facts about the
Quraish, and Zubair about the Band Quraiza. Wiqidi and Nisa’i
give these particulars in their reports. Fath al-Bari, Vol, VII, p. 312,
Zurgini, Vol, II, p. 139 —Sulaimin,



112

Considering the hardships of the siege, the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allzh be upon him) feared lest the Ansir
should get disheartened. He wanted to patch up a treaty with
the tribe of Ghatfin on condition of paying to them one third
of the harvest yield of Medina. With this aim in view, he
called Sa‘d Ibn ‘Ubada and Sa‘d Ibn Mu‘adh, chiefs of the
Ansaris, for consultations. Both made replies in these words :
“If such is the Command of Allah, we dare not oppose it. But
if this is a personal view, then we wish to say that none ever
dared to demand a tribute from us, even when we were
pagans. Now that Islam has raised us to an exalted position,
it is ont of question.”” The Prophet was satisfied with their
firm resolve. Sa‘d took the parchment containing the treaty
conditions in his hands and rubbed off the writing saying,
“Let them do what they can.”!

Now the non-believers tried another strategy. The most
reputed generals among the Quraish, like Aba Sufyin, Khilid
Ibn Walid, ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As, Dirdr Ibn al-Akhtal and Jubaira
were each day given supreme command turn by turn. Each
on his turn led a general assault with the whole army, but
none could cross the trench. They could only shoot arrows
and hurl stones as the width of the trench was not very
great.

This stratagem having failed, it was decided to make a
general assault. The whole army with the chiefs of tribes in
the vanguard mustered up. They chose to dash forward at a
point where the trench happened to be comparatively narrow.
Renowned warriors, like Dirar, Jubaira, Naufal and ‘Amr Ibn
‘Abd Wudd, spurred their horses on over the trench to the
other side. ‘Amr Ibn ‘Abd Wudd, was the greatest of their
warriors, his presence being supposed to be equivalent to a
thousand horsemen. Wounded at Badr, he had left the field
and then taken a vow not to oil his hair till he had avenged

1, Tabari, Vol. III, p. 1474,



113

his injury. Though ninety years old now, he was the first to
step forward and, following the Arab custom, call for an adver-
sary. °‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) rose to accept the
challenge but the Prophet (peace and blessings of Alldh be
upon him) stopped him, for he was no less a person than
‘Amr Ibn ‘Abd Wudd. °¢Ali (Alldh be pleased with him) sat
down. No one else made a response. ‘Amr called a second
time. The same voice made the solitary answer. Once more
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
gaid, it was ‘Amr, “Yes, I know that”, said <Ali (Allih be
pleased with him). At last the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allzh be upon him) permitted him, offering a sword with
his own hand and himself winding a turban round his head.

‘Amr had often declared that if any one made three
requests to him, he would stand honourbound to grant one at
least. ‘Ali (Allih be pleased with him) asked if that was
true, and then ensued the following dialogue :

‘Ali : I request you to embrace Islam.
‘Amr : That is impossible.
‘Ali : Then turn back from the field.

‘Amr : I can’t bear the taunts of the women of the
Quraish.

‘Ali : Then measure swords with me.

<Amr laughed and said he had never expected any mortal
under the sun making such a request to him. €Ali (Allsh be
pleased with him) was on foot. Chivalrous ‘Amr could not
bear it. He dismounted from his horse and dealt his first
blow at his own steed cutting his hamstrings. Then he asked
‘Ali who he wasg? “Ali (Allah be pleased with him) told him his
name. ‘I do not like to fight with you”, said ‘Amr, “But I
do”, retorted ‘Ali. ‘Amr now filled with rage drew his sword
out of the scabbard. Stepping forward he dealt a blow which
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¢Ali (Allah be pleased with him) received on his shield. But
the sword pierced the shield and wounded ‘Ali (Allah be pleased
with him) on the forehead. The wound, though not fatal,
left, for ever, a scar to be proud of. As mentioned.in al-
Qamdis, ‘Ali (Allzh be pleased with him) was called “Dhul
Qurnain {the two horned) because of the two marks on his
forehead......one inflicted by ‘Amr, and the other by Ibn
Muljim. It was now ‘Ali’s turn to attack, and his sword
swooped down passing through ‘Amr’s shoulder blade. Alldhu
Alkbar, God is Great, cried Ali (Alldh be pleased with him) and
victory was declared. Dirdr and Jubaira followed ‘Amr. But
the Dhul Figar (the name given to ‘Ali’s sword) in action
forced them to fall back. “Umar (Allah be pleased with him)
chased Dirir who turned back and wanted to attack with his
lance, but suddenly stayed his hand and asked ‘Umar (Allsh
be pleased with him) not to forget that aoct of generosity.
Naiifal, while fleeing, fell down into the trench. The Com-
panions began discharging arrows at him. “0’ Muslims!”
said he, “I want to die an honourable death.” ¢Ali (Allah be
pleased with him) acceded to his request and going into the
trench killed him with his sword and let him ¢:» an honour-
able death.? :

This was the severest day as the battle continued all day
long. The enemy kept up a continuous shower of arrows all
along the time, without break. This was the day when the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allzh be upon him) is
reported in the traditions to have missed four® consecutive

1. These details are summarily given in almost all books. But the details
- We have given are.from Ibn Sa'd and al-Khamis.

2. There is much difference among the traditionists regarding the Prayers
missed on this occasion. Some state one, others four. Those stating
four again differ whether the Prophet missed four Prayers on single
day, or on several days again and again ot during the entire perind
of the siege.



1156

Prayers, as the incessant downpour of arrows and stones made
it impossible to leave the post.

The fortress where the women were sheltered stood near
the habitations of the Banii Quraiza. The Muslim army all
away with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him}, the Jews made an assault on the fortress. One of them
came up close to the gate to spot out a vulnerable point.
Safiyya (an aunt of the Prophet) sighted him. Hassin, the
famous poet, who had been ordered to guard these women was
asked by Safiyya to go and kill the man, lest he should go
back to the enemy as an informant. Hassan had been afflict-
ed with a disease that had made him too timid, he could not
even witness a clash of arms as a silent spectator. He
explained his inability, for had he been fit for such a job he
would not have been there. Safiyya pulled out a wooden pole
supporting the tent, and going down struck the Jew on the
head with such a force that it broke his skull. Safiyya now
returned and asked Hassin to go and strip him of his arms
and clothes. But Hagsin asked her to let that go as he did
not need any of those things. Lastly, Safiyya asked him to go
and cut his head off and throw it down at the foot of the
fortress to terrify the Jews. But this duty too Safiyya had to
perform herself. The Jews now felt sure that the fort was not
unmanned, and dared not attack.!

The longer the siege dragged on, the more were the be-
siegers disheartened, Maintenance of supplies for an army of
10,000 was not an easy task. Moreover, in spite of the winter,
the wind blew hard given rise to a violent storm. The ropes
of the tents gave way, and cooking pots on the fire were over-
turned. This accidental mishap did more than a whole army
could do. Hence has the Holy Qur’an referred to it as the
divine soldiery :

1. Zurgini quoting Tabrini, Bazzdr and Abd Ya‘las, vide Vol. 1L, p. 129
and Ibn Hishim,
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“0’ ye who believe, remember Allah’s favour unto you
when there came unto you hosts, and We sent against
themn a wind and hosts which ye saw not, and Allah was
of that which ye were working a Beholder.” (33:9)

Nu‘aim Ibn Mas‘id Ashja‘i, Ghatfin chief, was highly
influential both with the Jews and with the Quraish. He had
turned a Muslim but the non-believers did not know of it. He
held talks with the Quraish and the Jews separately and
succeeded in creating a dissension.

Ibn Ishiq reports that Nu‘aim, in order to sow the seed
of discord, talked things that made them suspect each other,
and this he did because the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allzh be upon him) had said, that tricks were allowed in war.
But Ibn Ishaq has not given the names of reporters. Even if
he had done so, he does not rank high enough to command
credit for such reports on his own authority. In fact the
gituation, as it was, made it possible to put an end to the
alliance without resorting to lies. Ibn Ishaq does also say
that Nu‘aim told the Jews that the Quraish would retire in a
few days, but they had to live with the Muslims as fellow
country-men. Why should they be a party and create per-
petual enemies for nothing, and in case they were bent upon
doing it, they should ask the Quraish to send to their camp a
few men of position as hostages so that if the Quraish chose
to turn back before the hostilities were decisively ended, the
Jews might detain them.

It is known that the Jews of Banii Quraiza had been at
first reluctant to break their treaty with the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him). But Huyayy Ibn Akhtab
had won them over on condition that he would leave Khaibar
to live with them when the Quraish were gone. The Quraish
could never agree to send hostages. Naturally their refusal
mugt have brought about the rift, without the Companion
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having had to tell lies to cause it.1

Anyhow, the inclemency of weather, the prolongation of
the siege, the severity of the storm, the lack of supplies and
the desertion by the Jews all combined to make the Quraish
give up the siege. Abi Sufyin announced to the army that
the supplies had run short, the weather was cruel, the Jews
had deserted and the siege was no longer possible. Having
made this announcement, he ordered the drummers to beat
retreat, The Ghatfin also marched off, while the Bani
Quraiza repaired to their forts. The dark shadows that had
hung over Medina for three weeks were now dispelled. The
Qur’an says :

“And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their

rage, they obtained no advantage, and Allah sufficed

for the believers in the fighting and Allah is ever Strong

Mighty.” 33:15)

The Muslims lost very few lives in this battle. But the
Ansaris were deprived of the greatest pillar of their strength.

1. The Author’s view is corroborated by a report in the Maghdzi by

Miea Ibn ‘Ugba, which has been briefly quoted in the Musannaf Ibn
Shaiba, and in greater detail by Ibn Kathir in his history, The
report says that the Bani Quraiza's participation in this battle had
been oonditional upon the Quraish handing over a few of their res-
pectable members as hostages, a condition that the Quraish did not
fulfil. Hence they felt dissatisfied and made a secrev offer of peace
to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih be upon him) provided
the Bani Nadir who had been exiled to Khaibar were again allowed
to come back to Medina. Nu‘asim Ibn Mas‘dd Thaqafi (he was Ashja‘i
and not Thaqgafi) who had come to the Prophet to embrace Islam was
present on the occasion. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allih
be upon him) made a mention of the secret offer to him confidentially
though intentionally. Nu‘aim was one of those who cannot keep
gecrets ; and he disclosed it to the Quraish. This made the Quraish
suspect the loyalty of the Banii Quraiza; and the alliance conse-
quently broke off. See Musannaf Ion Abi Shaiba, Book al-Maghizi,
Chapter “Ghazwa Khandaq'’ (Battle of the Trenches) and Biduya wa
o-Nikaya, Ibn Kathir, Vol. IV, p. 113, Egypt Edition.—Sulaiman.
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