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Dawn -

1. Hagqqania Bombing

Summary:

The bombing at Darul Uloom Haqqgania in Nowshera signals a dangerous shift in the militant landscape of Pakistan.
Unlike recent attacks that primarily targeted security personnel, this suicide blast struck at a religious institution,
killing Maulana Hamidul Haq Haqqani, a significant figure linked to both religious and political spheres. Given the
seminary’s historical ties with the Afghan Taliban, suspicion has fallen on IS-K, a group notorious for its disdain
toward clerics who endorse political engagement. While no group has claimed responsibility, the Afghan Taliban
have hinted at [S-K’s involvement, labeling the perpetrators as "enemies of religion." The attack not only highlights
the evolving threat of terrorism in Pakistan but also calls into question the effectiveness. of counterterrorism
strategies, particularly in KP and Balochistan, where insurgent activities have surged. If IS-K's role is confirmed,
Pakistan faces a fresh wave of extremism that is more ideologically rigid and globally connected than its
predecessors.

This tragic event presents both a challenge and an opportunity for Pakistan and Afghanistan. The attack underscores
the need for enhanced intelligence-sharing and coordinated counterterrorism efforts between the two neighbors, as
IS-K operates across borders with impunity. The incident also exposes the fragility of Pakistan’s internal security,
as militant factions continuously adapt their strategies. The political ramifications are equally significant—Pakistan
must navigate this crisis without further straining its already complex relations with the Afghan Taliban. While the
Haqqgania seminary has historically played a controversial role in regional geopolitics, its targeting by militants
suggests a broader ideological war at play, where even those with links to power structures are not immune. If
Pakistan does not act decisively, the resurgence of IS-K could plunge the region into deeper instability, making
counterterrorism a top priority for policymakers.

Overview:

The article brings to light the growing menace of terrorism in Pakistan, particularly the evolving threat of IS-K. The
targeting of Darul Uloom Haqqgania suggests a shift in militant strategies, raising concerns about sectarianism,
extremism, and cross-border terrorism. It also emphasizes the urgent need for Pakistan and Afghanistan to
collaborate againsta common enemy.

NOTES:

The article provides anin-depth analysis of the evolving terrorism landscape in Pakistan, particularly the rise of IS-
K as a major security threat. It highlights how the recent bombing at Darul Uloom Haqqania signifies a shift in
militant tactics, targeting religious figures associated with political engagement. This attack not only exposes
Pakistan’s internal security vulnerabilities but also underscores the growing ideological conflict among extremist
factions. The role of [S-K, known for its ruthless operations and global jihadist ambitions, presents a fresh challenge,
especially in KP and Balochistan, where insurgency is already rampant. The attack also raises significant
geopolitical concerns, emphasizing the need for stronger Pakistan-Afghanistan cooperation in counterterrorism
efforts. Historically, the Hagqania seminary has held deep ties with the Afghan Taliban, making it a potential target
for rival militant groups like IS-K, which considers pro-Taliban clerics as ideological adversaries. The incident
highlights Pakistan’s struggle to combat terrorism effectively, revealing gaps in intelligence and security measures.
Understanding this issue is essential for analyzing Pakistan’s internal security challenges and the geopolitical
strategies required to curb extremist threats.
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Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Terrorism in Pakistan, Counterterrorism Strategies

o International Relations: Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations, Regional Security Challenges

e  Current Affairs: Role of IS-K in South Asia
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses a recent bombing at a religious school in Pakistan, which is suspected to be the work of a
terrorist group called IS-K. This group follows a strict interpretation of religion and opposes clerics who engage in
politics. The attack raises concerns about growing terrorism in Pakistan, especiallyin.regions like KP and
Balochistan, which already face security issues. It also highlights how Pakistan and Afghanistan need to work
together to prevent such threats. For example, if both countries share intelligence and act swiftly; they can stop
further attacks.
Facts and Figures:

e [S-K has been responsible for several high-profile attacks in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

e The TTP and IS-K are among the most active militant groupsin KP-and Balochistan.

e Pakistan has lost thousands of lives to terrorism in the past two decades.

e Cross-border terrorism remains a major security challenge in South Asia.
To wrap up, The Haqqania bombing is a wake-up call for Pakistan’s security forces, demanding immediate action
against emerging threats like IS-K. With militants shifting their targets and expanding their influence, the need for
a strong counterterrorism strategy has never been greater. If Pakistan and Afghanistan fail to cooperate, such attacks
could become the new normal, plunging the region into deeper turmoil.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
1. Insinuated — hinted at (Syn: implied, suggested | Ant: declared, stated)
2. Ferocious — fierce and violent (Syn: brutal, savage | Ant:gentle, mild)
3. Sectarian — relating to religious divisions (Syn: factional, divisive | Ant: inclusive, tolerant)
4. Fragility — weakness or vulnerability (Syn: instability, delicacy | Ant: strength, resilience)
5. Counterterrorism — actions taken to prevent terrorism (Syn: security operations, anti-terrorism | Ant: terrorism,
insurgency)

2. Case of the BLA and PKK

Summary:

The evolving landscape of militancy in the Middle East, particularly with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
leader Abdullah Ocalan’s call to disarm, is bound to reshape regional geopolitics. This shift may pressure affiliated
Kurdish factions, particularly those linked to the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), as they navigate their alliances
amid Turkey’s influence. The SDF, already sidelined by Ankara-backed factions, must now contend with potential
isolation as it awaits the stance of the U.S. administration. Meanwhile, Iran stands as one of the few regional actors
still supporting resistance movements, underscoring the diminishing tolerance for non-state actors across the Middle
East. The PKK’s decision to lay down arms after four decades of conflict, which claimed 40,000 lives, signals a
broader trend—armed resistance movements, even those receiving external backing, may no longer find success in
contemporary geopolitical realities.

In Pakistan, the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) draws ideological and strategic inspiration from the PKK and
Kurdish militant groups. However, despite symbolic connections, concrete ties remain speculative. The BLA, a left-
leaning ethno-nationalist insurgent group, has increasingly mirrored Kurdish tactics, including the inclusion of
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women in combat roles. Yet, with the PKK's disarmament, the BLA may face an ideological dilemma, reconsidering
its long-term strategy. The article suggests that beyond militant groups, state institutions must recognize the
opportunity for change—addressing grievances through inclusion rather than prolonging cycles of violence. By re-
evaluating policies on issues like missing persons and political marginalization, Pakistan can mitigate insurgency
risks and foster national cohesion, rather than allowing insurgent movements to persist under the pretext of historical
struggles.
Overview:
The article examines the shifting landscape of militancy in the Middle East, particularly the impact of the PKK’s
disarmament on the region and its potential ramifications for Pakistan’s Baloch insurgency. It highlights the
interconnectedness of leftist separatist movements, the influence of Kurdish militancy on the BLA, and the
implications of changing geopolitical dynamics. The article argues that both insurgent groups and state actors must
recognize that armed resistance movements are becoming increasingly untenable'in the modern world:
NOTES:
The article highlights the evolving role of non-state actors, emphasizing how global power shifts impact militant
movements. This is particularly relevant for topics such as terrorism; ethno-nationalist insurgencies, and state
responses to separatism. The discussion on ideological influences and tactical adaptations sheds light on the broader
patterns of militant networking, particularly in South Asia and the Middle East. Moreover, the article underscores
how state policies can either fuel insurgencies or dismantle them through inclusive governance. Aspirants should
analyze the BLA-PKK connection in light of international law, regional stability, and Pakistan’s counterinsurgency
efforts.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: Changing dynamics of non-state actors, Middle Eastern conflicts, and Pakistan’s

foreign policy

e Pakistan Affairs: Baloch'insurgency, counterterrorism strategies, and regional security implications

e Political Science: The role of ideology in insurgencies, state response to separatist movements

e Current Affairs: The impact of Middle Eastern conflicts on Pakistan’s security landscape
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how militant groups like the PKK in the Middle East and the BLA in Pakistan operate and
influence each’other. The PKK, a Kurdish militant group, has been fighting for independence for decades but
recently decided to disarm, which could have a significant impact on similar movements worldwide. The BLA, a
militant-group in Pakistan, has beendinspired by the PKK but faces a difficult situation as global tolerance for such
groups decreases. Governments and military forces are increasingly rejecting armed resistance, forcing groups like
the BLA to rethink their strategies. The article also emphasizes that instead of using force alone, states should
address the concerns of marginalized communities, like the Baloch, through political inclusion and economic
reforms.
Facts and Figures:

o The PKK has been active for over 40 years, leading to 40,000 deaths in its conflict with Turkey.

o The BLA is one of 10 major leftist separatist movements worldwide.

o The PKK’s decision to disarm marks a historic shift in regional militancy and is expected to influence other

insurgent groups.

e The BLA’s inclusion of female militants has increased, mirroring Kurdish tactics.

e The U.S. designated the BLA as a terrorist organization, limiting its international legitimacy.
To wrap up, The disarmament of the PKK is a watershed moment in the landscape of insurgency, underscoring the
declining viability of militant struggles in a world where non-state actors face increasing resistance. For Pakistan,
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this raises important questions about the future of the BLA and the broader Baloch insurgency. While militants may
seek inspiration from historical movements, the reality is that armed resistance has diminishing success in modern
geopolitics. The article makes a strong case for shifting from violent confrontations to political solutions,
emphasizing that sustainable peace lies in inclusive governance, economic development, and conflict resolution
through dialogue rather than force.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Throes — Intense struggle or pain (synonyms: agony, turmoil; antonyms: peace, calm)

e Resonate — To have an impact or meaning (synonyms: reverberate, echo; antonyms: fade, weaken)

e Paradigm — A model or framework (synonyms: pattern, archetype; antonyms: anoemaly, deviation)

e Sidelined — Excluded from participation (synonyms: marginalized, ignored; antenyms: included,

prioritized)
e  Ambiguous — Open to multiple interpretations (synonyms: unclear, vague; antonyms: clear, explicit)

3. Challenge of areset

Summary:

The global order is undergoing a seismic shift under President Donald Trump’s erratic leadership, leaving allies and
adversaries alike scrambling to reassess their positions. His aggressive unilateralism, marked by trade wars,
diplomatic snubs, and transactional foreign policy,-has left multilateralism battered and alliances frayed. The US-
Pakistan relationship, already fragile after the American withdrawal from Afghanistan, finds itself at an impasse.
With Washington losing strategic interest in Islamabad, Pakistan has leaned further towards China, recognizing the
growing clout of its long-time ally. Efforts to reset relations with the US have hit a wall, exacerbated by economic
constraints, America’s increasing strategic ties with India, and Pakistan’s unwillingness to be drawn into an anti-
China axis. While military-to-military contacts persist, high-level diplomatic engagement remains lukewarm at best,
leaving Pakistan to weigh the merits of strategic patience over futile overtures.

Historically, Pakistan’s ties with the US have been shaped by external geopolitical exigencies, whether it was Cold
War containment strategies, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, or the post-9/11 War on Terror. However, with the
US shifting focus towards countering China and prioritizing India as its regional partner, Pakistan finds itself
sidelined. Economic vulnerabilities further limit its bargaining power, making any diplomatic reset with Washington
an uphill battle. In the face of anunpredictable Trump administration, Islamabad might be better off adopting a
policy of “benign disengagement”—maintaining functional ties without seeking unrealistic breakthroughs. A
measured approach, avoiding unnecessary entanglements while strengthening domestic economic resilience, could
serve Pakistan’s long-term interests better than chasing a reluctant Washington.

Overview:

This article dissects the precarious trajectory of US-Pakistan relations under the shifting sands of global geopolitics.
It highlights how America’s disengagement post-Afghanistan has left Pakistan in a strategic limbo, increasingly
aligning with China while facing economic and diplomatic hurdles in Washington. The article underscores the
challenges of redefining ties with the US in a world where Pakistan’s importance is no longer dictated by Cold War
dynamics Or counterterrorism priorities. Given these constraints, the writer suggests that Pakistan should prioritize
its internal economic stability and adopt a cautious diplomatic approach rather than aggressively seeking American
engagement.
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NOTES:
US-Pakistan relations have historically oscillated between periods of intense cooperation and strategic neglect,
driven by external geopolitical realities rather than intrinsic bilateral needs. The Cold War saw Pakistan as a key
ally against communism, followed by collaboration during the Soviet-Afghan War and later the War on Terror.
However, post-9/11 relations have steadily declined, with the US viewing Pakistan’s strategic relevance through a
narrow security lens. Today, Pakistan is caught between America’s Indo-Pacific strategy and its deepening ties with
China. Trump’s unpredictable leadership, coupled with Biden’s diplomatic indifference, has only widened the gulf.
The article suggests that Pakistan must navigate this uncertainty by focusing on economic self-sufficiency and
strategic patience rather than futilely chasing American attention.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations — US foreign policy shifts, Pakistan’s global positioning, and US-China strategic

competition.

e Pakistan Affairs — Pakistan-US relations, impact of Afghan withdrawal, and strategic ties with China.
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan’s relationship with the US has been shaped by historical events rather than mutual economic or cultural
ties. During the Cold War, Pakistan was a key American'ally against Soviet expansion. Later, after 9/11, the US
needed Pakistan’s cooperation in fighting terrorism, leading to a close but often mistrustful alliance. However, after
the US withdrew from Afghanistan in 2021, Washington’s interest in Pakistan declined. At the same time, Pakistan’s
economic and military relations with China have grown stronger. Today, the US sees India as its key partner in the
region, making it difficult for Pakistan to regain its past importance. The article suggests that instead of constantly
seeking US attention, Pakistan should focus on strengthening its economy and maintaining a balanced foreign
policy.
Facts and Figures:

e Trump’s “America First” policy has led to diplomatic and economic tensions worldwide.

e US-Pakistan relations declined after the US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.

e During Biden’s tenure, no high-level visits took place between US and Pakistani leaders.

e ump initially suspended billions of dollars in US aid to Pakistan, accusing it of deception.

e China has invested billions in Pakistan through CPEC, strengthening bilateral ties.

e US has deepened strategic ties with India, seeing it as a counterweight to China.

e Pakistan’s economic crisis has further reduced its leverage in global diplomacy.
To wrap up, This article presents.a-sobering assessment of Pakistan’s diminishing importance in American foreign
policy and the challenges of resetting ties in a shifting global order. With Trump’s unpredictable leadership and
America’s increasing alignment with India, Pakistan’s traditional role as a strategic partner has weakened. While
diplomacy remains crucial, Pakistan must avoid overextending itself in pursuing American engagement and instead
prioritize economic growth and self-reliance. The road ahead demands patience, pragmatism, and a clear-eyed
recognition of geopolitical realities.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Mercurial — Unpredictable and changeable (synonyms: volatile, erratic; antonyms: consistent, stable)

e Jettisoned — Discarded or abandoned (synonyms: dumped, relinquished; antonyms: retained, preserved)

e Inflection Point — A turning point or critical moment (synonyms: crossroads, juncture; antonyms:

stagnation, continuity)
e Geniality — Warmth and friendliness (synonyms: amiability, affability; antonyms: hostility, aloofness)
e Benign — Mild or non-threatening (synonyms: harmless, favorable; antonyms: hostile, severe)
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4. Gambling with World War III

Summary:
The article looks into the unfolding geopolitical crisis, focusing on Donald Trump’s confrontation with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky. It highlights how Trump's blunt remarks about Ukraine's war strategy, particularly
his warning that Zelensky is "gambling with World War IIL" reflect a stark shift in America’s stance on global
conflicts. The article underscores the hypocrisy in Western narratives, pointing out how historical interventions—
from Afghanistan to Irag—have followed the same script of fueling conflicts and later abandoning allies. The author
draws comparisons between Ukraine and past wars, illustrating how leaders like Saddam Hussein and now Zelensky
have been lured into conflicts that ultimately serve the interests of major powers. Through historical parallels and
strategic assessments, the article paints a picture of how political maneuvering and intelligence operations, such as
those orchestrated by the Five Eyes alliance, shape global conflicts behind the scenes.
Furthermore, the article highlights Europe’s renewed push to escalate the Ukraine war, with leaders like Macron
and Starmer advocating military involvement. It questions whether this is a'genuine concern for European security
or just another instance of Western leaders using war as a political tool to distract from their failing domestic
policies. The article suggests that Trump, despite his erratic leadership, may see the futility of prolonged war,
preferring economic gains over military risks. By highlighting the long-standing Russophobia in Western politics,
the article critiques how the conflict has been framed to serve the interests of NATO and Western intelligence,
raising concerns that reckless decisions could escalate into a full-scale global catastrophe.
Overview:
The article presents a critical perspective on the ongoing Ukraine-Russia conflict and the shifting policies of Western
powers, particularly under Donald Trump’s influence. It examines the history of Western interventions, drawing
comparisons between Ukraine and past conflicts like Iraq and Afghanistan. The author highlights the role of
intelligence agencies and political leaders in perpetuating wars, questioning whether the West’s motives are truly
about security or strategic econmomic control. The article also underscores how Trump’s stance—while
controversial—reveals the contradictions in Western foreign policy, particularly in how leaders manipulate conflicts
for political gain.
NOTES:
This article provides a deep.diveinto the complexities of international relations, particularly in the context of US
foreign policy and its historical patterns of intervention. It highlights key themes relevant to global security,
intelligence operations, and the role of political leadership in conflict escalation. Trump’s remarks to Zelensky
reflect/a broader reality where nations are drawn into conflicts under the guise of alliances, only to be abandoned
when strategic interests shift. The article also emphasizes the role of intelligence alliances like Five Eyes, illustrating
how surveillance and political maneuvering shape global affairs. This Piece of writing is essential for understanding
US-Russia relations, the geopolitics of NATO, and the strategic interests that drive modern warfare. It also acts as
an example of how historical parallels can be used to critically analyze contemporary conflicts and the broader
implications of global power struggles.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (US-Russia Relations, NATO’s Role, Geopolitical Conflicts)

e  Current Affairs (Ukraine War, Western Foreign Policy Shifts, Trump's Foreign Strategy)

e Political Science (Power Politics, Role of Intelligence Agencies in Global Affairs)

e History & Strategic Studies (Historical Parallels Between Past and Present Wars)
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Notes for Beginners:
This article discusses how global politics shape wars, particularly focusing on the Ukraine conflict and Donald
Trump’s changing stance on the issue. It explains how powerful nations like the US and Russia use war as a strategic
tool, often pushing smaller countries into conflicts while controlling the outcome from behind the scenes. The author
argues that past wars, such as those in Iraq and Afghanistan, followed a similar pattern, where leaders were
encouraged to fight but later left to deal with the destruction alone. Trump’s statement to Zelensky—warning him
about a possible World War III—suggests that even he recognizes the risks of prolonging the Ukraine conflict. The
article also highlights how Western leaders like Macron and Starmer are pushing for more military action, which
could escalate tensions further. This discussion helps beginners understand how international politics work, how
alliances shift, and how economic and military interests often dictate global conflicts rather than humanitarian
concerns.
Facts and Figures:
o The Five Eyes Alliance, consisting of the US, UK, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, has been exposed
for mass surveillance by Edward Snowden.
e Ukraine and Russia share deep historical ties, with-past Soviet leaders like Nikita Khrushchev and Leonid
Brezhnev having roots in Ukraine.
e Western interventions in Iraq and Afghanistan followed similar patterns, where leaders were supported
initially but abandoned later.
e Macron and Starmer are pushing for NATO boots on the ground in Ukraine, a move seen as highly
provocative by Russia.
e Trump’s stance on the Ukraine war contrasts with traditional Republican foreign policy, showing a shift
toward economic pragmatism over military intervention.
To wrap up, The article paints a grim picture of how global conflicts are orchestrated through political strategies,
intelligence operations, and economic interests. It questions whether wars are truly fought for freedom and security
or if they are merely tools for larger powers to maintain dominance. Trump’s controversial statements highlight the
shifting priorities in Western foreign policy, reflecting a growing realization that prolonged conflicts benefit only a
few while leaving nations in ruin. As world leaders continue to gamble with geopolitical tensions, the possibility of
a catastrophic miscalculation looms, making the stakes higher than ever.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Ungainly — awkward or clumsy (syn: ungraceful, antonym: elegant)
e _Cynics — people who question motives or doubt sincerity (syn: skeptics, antonym: believers)
e | Fratricidal — related to conflict within a group or nation (syn: internecine, antonym: harmonious)
e  Modus operandi — a particular way of doing something (syn: method, antonym: randomness)
e Russophobia —firrational fear or hatred of Russia (syn: anti-Russian sentiment, antonym: Russophilia)
e Predatory — exploitative or aggressive (syn: rapacious, antonym: benevolent)
e Pooh-poohed — dismissed or made fun of (syn: ridiculed, antonym: acknowledged)
e (Calamitous — disastrous or catastrophic (syn: ruinous, antonym: fortunate)
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5. Catc

Summary:
The 26th Amendment in Pakistan represents a critical turning point in judicial independence, echoing concerns
raised in India when Modi attempted to restructure judicial appointments through the 99th Amendment. While
India's Supreme Court struck down the amendment to preserve judicial autonomy, Pakistan's judiciary faces a
growing encroachment from the executive. The judiciary has historically swung between serving authoritarian
rulers and struggling for independence, from the coups of the 1950s to the lawyer's movement against Musharraf.
The judiciary's post-restoration flaws, such as the mishandling of cases like Reko Diq and Karkey, do not justify
the amendment’s real intent—to undermine judicial autonomy in favor of executive control. Instead of addressing
critical issues like case pendency or misuse of suo motu powers, the amendment aims to dismantle judicial
safeguards that uphold constitutional principles, particularly regarding fair elections, civilian trials, and the
separation of powers.
With judicial appointments now returning to executive control, Pakistan is witnessing the most significant
regression in judicial independence in 30 years. The post-Musharraf consensus on judicial appointments has
collapsed, leading to an internal crisis, as seen in the Islamabad High Court judges’ petition to the Supreme Court.
Meanwhile, politically motivated actions, such as the reference against Justice Qazi Faez Isa and legal maneuvering
around election directives, illustrate the systematic erosion.of judicial integrity. Unless corrective measures are
taken, Pakistan’s judiciary may revert to a state of subjugation, undoing decades of hard-fought judicial autonomy.
The battle for judicial independence is at a crossroads, and failure to act decisively could result in a return to an era
where the judiciary functions as a mere extension of executive power.
Overview:
The article highlights the deterioration of judicial independence in Pakistan, drawing parallels with India's failed
attempt to restructure its judiciary. The 26th Amendment seeks to reverse judicial autonomy by allowing the
executive to influence appointments, a move that threatens constitutional rights and the separation of powers.
Despite previous reforms and judicial movements advoeating independence, political interference persists, risking
the judiciary’s role as a fair arbitrator of justice.
NOTES:
Judicial independence is a.cornerstone of democracy, ensuring checks and balances within the state. The article
demonstrates how Pakistan's judiciary, despite historical challenges, has fought for autonomy but now faces
setbacks with the 26th Amendment. The judiciary’s past role in legitimizing military coups and executive overreach
is crucial to understanding its vulnerability. The reference against Justice Qazi Faez Isa, interference in electoral
rulings, and the reassertion of executive control over judicial appointments exemplify the deepening crisis.
Understanding these dynamics is essential for analyzing governance, legal frameworks, and constitutional law in
Pakistan.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs — Judicial history, constitutional amendments, separation of powers

e Governance & Public Policies — Rule of law, judicial autonomy, executive overreach

o Current Affairs — Impact of the 26th Amendment, judicial crises, democracy in Pakistan

e Constitutional Law — Role of judiciary, independence of institutions, legal precedents
Notes for beginners:
Judicial independence means that courts should make decisions based on law, not political influence. When
governments interfere in judicial appointments, the courts may favor political leaders rather than ensuring justice.
For example, in the past, Pakistan’s judiciary validated military coups instead of protecting democracy. The 26th
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Amendment is problematic because it allows the executive to influence judge selection, weakening judicial
neutrality. In India, a similar move was blocked by its Supreme Court, showing the importance of an independent
judiciary in protecting citizens' rights. Without a free judiciary, laws can be manipulated to benefit those in power
rather than serving the public.
Facts and Figures:
e The 99th Amendment in India sought to restructure judicial appointments but was struck down in 2015.
o The 18th and 19th Amendments in Pakistan previously ensured greater judicial independence.
e Over 80% of legal cases in Pakistan are handled at the district court level, yet reforms often focus on higher
courts.
e The 26th Amendment has led to five judges of the Islamabad High Court petitioning the Supreme Court
against executive interference.
To wrap up, Judicial independence is the backbone of democracy, ensuring justice remains. impartial. The 26th
Amendment threatens to undo decades of hard-earned autonomy, pushing Pakistan’s judiciary back under executive
control. If left unchecked, this shift will erode fundamental rights, weaken democratic. institutions, and set a
dangerous precedent for future governance. The judiciary must resist'political pressures to maintain its role as the
guardian of constitutional order.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Vizier — A high-ranking political or judicial officer (Syn: minister, ecounselor | Ant: subordinate)
e Hatchet — A tool used to chop, metaphorically meaning to dismantle (Syn: axe, cleaver | Ant: construct,
repair)
o Servile — Excessively willing to serve or obey (Syn: subservient, submissive | Ant: assertive, independent)
e Regression — A return to a previous, often worse, state (Syn: decline, deterioration | Ant: progress,
advancement)
e Consensus — General agreement (Syn: accord, unanimity | Ant: disagreement, discord)
e Encroachment — Intrusion on someone's rights or territory (Syn: infringement, trespassing | Ant: protection,
respect)

6. The last mile

Summary:

The article focuses on Pakistan’s economic challenges as it braces for an upcoming IMF review, which is expected
to be successful but will leave the government with limited maneuverability. The pressing issue is a Rs600 billion
revenue shortfall that could balloon to Rsl trillion by June, necessitating new tax measures. The induction of
Humayun Akhtar as an adviser to the Prime Minister signals an attempt to appease the business community, which
is lobbying for interest rate cuts and tax relief. However, the government remains bound by IMF conditions, forcing
it to seek additional revenue through higher advance income tax on imports, a 1% increase in withholding tax, and
a 5% hike in the federal excise duty on soft drinks. The article highlights how salaried individuals bear the brunt of
taxation, while the business sector resists deeper financial obligations. The economy appears trapped in a cycle of
IMF-driven fiscal tightening, inflationary pressures, and political wrangling, with no genuine structural reforms on
the horizon.

The broader issue is the lack of a long-term, sustainable economic strategy. The government’s reliance on temporary
fixes—such as passing legislation without the necessary infrastructure for implementation—demonstrates its
inability to enact meaningful change. The tax-to-GDP ratio remains weak, and the absence of effective property and
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services sector taxation exacerbates fiscal difficulties. Despite repeated calls for structural reforms, the term has
become a hollow mantra, much like the phrase “do more” in Pakistan’s war on terror days. The economic
conversation remains stagnant, marked by austerity measures, stalled reforms, and an overburdened middle class.
Without decisive policy shifts, Pakistan will continue to oscillate between IMF bailouts and short-term revenue
generation efforts, reinforcing an endless cycle of economic déja vu.
Overview:
The article examines Pakistan’s economic policy, particularly its dependence on IMF-driven austerity measures. It
underlines the structural weaknesses in tax collection, highlighting how salaried individuals are unfairly targeted
while businesses resist higher taxes. The piece of writing also questions the effectiveness-of Pakistan’s economic
management, arguing that real structural reforms remain elusive despite repeated calls for change.
NOTES:
The article delves into Pakistan’s economic challenges, highlighting the impending IMF review and the
government's struggle to bridge a Rs600 billion revenue gap. It outlines the complexities of fiscal policy, where the
government must balance the demands of the business community while ensuring economic stability. The
appointment of Humayun Akhtar as an adviser signals an attempt to mediate between businesses and policymakers,
though his actual influence remains uncertain. The business sector is pushing for a sharp reduction in interest rates
following declining inflation, while the government faces the daunting task of imposing new taxes without
overburdening salaried individuals or fueling inflation. Vatious tax measures have already been agreed upon,
including higher advance income tax on imports, a one percent increase in withholding tax on supplies and services,
and a five percent hike in federal excise duty on soft drinks. These measures aim to shift the tax burden away from
common citizens and onto businesses, yet challenges persist in implementing structural reforms necessary for long-
term economic stability. The article analyzes the government's reliance on temporary fixes rather than addressing
the root causes of economic stagnation: While legislative efforts, such as taxation on agricultural income, have been
introduced, their execution remains questionable due to the lack of enforcement mechanisms. The failure to tap into
services and the undocumented nature of the real estate sector further complicate revenue generation efforts. The
recurring cycle of revenue shortfalls, spending cuts, and tax hikes underscores the absence of substantive economic
reforms, leaving Pakistan caught in a loop of financial crises. Without meaningful structural changes, the economy
risks remaining trapped in a pattern of short-term adjustments, with the burden continuously shifting between
businesses and salaried individuals:
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Economic challenges, fiscal policy, and IMF dependence.

o | International Relations: IMF’s role in shaping developing economies’ financial policies.

e ' Governance & Public Policy: Taxation structure, economic management, and policymaking.

o Current Affairs: Pakistan’s economic outlook and budgetary constraints.
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan is facing a serious financial challenge as it prepares for an IMF review. The government needs to fill a
revenue shortfall of Rs600 billion, possibly increasing to Rs1 trillion by June. To do this, it will introduce new taxes
on imports, services, and soft drinks. The article highlights that salaried people are already heavily taxed, while
businesses try to avoid contributing more. The economic system seems stuck, with tax hikes, inflation, and IMF
loans repeating every few years. Real economic improvement needs long-term reforms, but the government has yet
to take concrete steps.
Facts & Figures:

e Pakistan’s tax revenue shortfall: Expected to rise from Rs600 billion to Rsl1 trillion by June 2025.

e Direct tax collection: Increased by Rs630 billion in the first six months of FY2025.
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e |MF Bailouts: Pakistan has sought 23 IMF programs since its independence.
e Proposed tax increases: Higher advance income tax on imports, 1% hike in withholding tax, 5% excise duty
increase on soft drinks.
¢ Inflation: Dropped to a nine-year low, prompting business calls for a 500 basis point interest rate cut.
To wrap up, The article paints a bleak picture of Pakistan’s economic struggles, highlighting short-term policy fixes
rather than structural economic reform. The government’s reliance on IMF bailouts and tax hikes indicates a lack
of sustainable economic planning. Without broad-based taxation, accountability, and reforms, Pakistan’s economy
will remain stagnant, overburdened, and vulnerable to external shocks. The challenge lies not just in raising revenue
but in ensuring fair distribution of the tax burden while fostering economic growth.
Difficult Words & Meanings:
e Hamstrung: Severely restricted in effectiveness (Syn: hindered, constrained | Ant: empowered,
unrestricted).
e  Wrangling: Disputes and arguments (Syn: squabbling, bickering | Ant: agreement, harmony).
e D¢ja vu: A feeling of having experienced something before (Syn: repetition, recurrence | Ant: novelty,
uniqueness).
e Austerity: Strict economic policies to reduce deficits (Syn: frugality, thrift | Ant: extravagance, excess).
e Mantra: A frequently repeated phrase or idea (Syn: slogan, catchphrase | Ant: silence, disuse).

7. Climate and cryosphere

Summary:

Pakistan faces a looming water crisis as climate change accelerates the melting of glaciers in the Himalayas,
Karakoram, and Hindukush (HKHK) region. The country, heavily dependent on the Indus River system, is
witnessing erratic water availability due to rapid glacial retreat. Experts warn that by 2050, these glaciers will reach
peak melting, leading to long-term water shortages that threaten agriculture, hydropower generation, and urban
water supply. As a lower riparian state, Pakistan is particularly vulnerable, with its water security hinging on
upstream flows controlled by India. This situation raises concerns over transboundary water disputes, as changing
hydrological patterns could exacerbate tensions in an already fragile geopolitical landscape. The article emphasizes
the urgent need for sustainable water management strategies and regional cooperation to mitigate the impending
crisis.

Failure to act could plunge Pakistan into severe water stress, disrupting food production and triggering socio-
economic instability. The unpredictability of glacial melt also increases the risk of floods followed by prolonged
droughts, further complicating resource management. Policymakers must prioritize climate resilience by investing
in efficient water conservation technologies, strengthening disaster preparedness mechanisms, and engaging in
diplomatic efforts.to-ensure equitable water distribution. Without strategic intervention, the escalating water crisis
could become a catalyst for national and regional conflicts, making water security a defining issue for Pakistan’s
future stability.

Overview:

This article highlights Pakistan’s increasing vulnerability to water shortages caused by glacial melt, emphasizing
the risks posed to agriculture, energy production, and regional stability. It explores the geopolitical implications of
transboundary water management and stresses the need for urgent policy reforms and climate resilience measures.
The piece of writing also underlines the significance of international cooperation in addressing these shared
environmental challenges.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




=el
-
-y

NOTES:
Pakistan’s water security is deeply intertwined with the rapid melting of glaciers in the Himalayas, Karakoram, and
Hindukush regions, posing severe risks to agriculture, energy production, and urban water supply. As a lower
riparian state, Pakistan relies on upstream water flows, primarily controlled by India, making transboundary water
disputes a significant geopolitical concern. Climate change has disrupted hydrological cycles, leading to erratic
water availability, increasing the risk of floods followed by prolonged droughts. This situation necessitates urgent
policy interventions, including efficient water management strategies, climate-resilient infrastructure, and
diplomatic efforts to ensure equitable resource distribution. Understanding the role of international treaties, such as
the Indus Waters Treaty, and the geopolitical complexities of water-sharing agreements will provide critical analysis
of global and regional environmental diplomacy.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Environmental Science: Impact of climate change on water security and glacial melt.
e Geography: The role of the cryosphere in hydrological cycles and its effects on ecosystems.
e International Relations: Transboundary water disputes and cooperative frameworks for resource
management.
o Pakistan Affairs: Water crisis, its socio-economic implications, and national pelicy responses.
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan’s water supply largely depends on glaciers, which store frozen water and gradually release it into rivers.
However, due to rising global temperatures, these glaciers are melting at an alarming rate, causing unpredictable
water levels. This leads to a cycle where excessive melting results in floods, followed by water shortages that harm
agriculture and drinking water supply. As.a lower riparian country, Pakistan receives water from rivers that originate
in India, creating potential disputes over fair distribution: Climate change also affects hydrological cycles, meaning
rainfall patterns are becoming irregular, making water availability uncertain. To tackle this crisis, Pakistan needs to
invest in water conservation techniques, such as building‘dams, improving irrigation methods, and promoting
rainwater harvesting. Additionally, international agreements like the Indus Waters Treaty play a crucial role in
ensuring Pakistan gets its fair share of water. If effective measures are not taken, the country could face severe water
scarcity, leading to food shortages and economic instability.
Facts and Figures:
o Pakistan derives approximately 75% of its water from glacial melt, making it highly vulnerable to climate
change.
e _Scientists predict that over one-third of Himalayan glaciers could disappear by 2100 if global temperatures
continue to rise.
e ' The Indus River supports 90% of Pakistan’s agriculture, emphasizing its critical role in food security.
e Pakistan ranks/among the top 10 most water-stressed countries, with per capita water availability declining
sharply.over the past decades.
e The Indus Waters Treaty (1960) remains one of the few successful international agreements on water
sharing, yet tensions persist over its implementation.
To wrap up, Pakistan’s water security crisis, exacerbated by glacial melt and climate change, poses a severe threat
to the country’s stability. With unpredictable water flows, the risk of conflicts—both domestic and regional—
continues to grow. The urgency of the situation demands robust policy measures, international cooperation, and
climate-adaptive strategies to ensure long-term water sustainability. Without decisive action, Pakistan could soon
find itself battling not just a water crisis but a full-scale humanitarian disaster.
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8. Digital Confusion Pakistan

Summary:

The Digital Nation Pakistan Act, 2025, was introduced with grand claims of revolutionizing the country’s digital
landscape. However, a closer look at its provisions reveals a bureaucratic maze rather than a structured approach to
digital transformation. While hailed as a milestone, the Act primarily establishes three regulatory bodies: the
National Digital Commission, the Pakistan Digital Authority, and an Oversight Committee, all of which are heavily
dominated by government officials. The Commission, comprising ministers and bureaucrats, is tasked with
approving and monitoring the National Digital Masterplan, but its structure suggests more political control than
digital innovation. The Pakistan Digital Authority, positioned as an operational body, remains tethered to the prime
minister’s discretion, raising concerns over its independence. Moreover, the Oversight Committee, meant to provide
checks and balances, is merely a subset of the Commission, further consolidating government control rather than
ensuring transparency. This bureaucratic expansion raises serious questions about efficiency, as the Act lacks clear
mechanisms for fostering a competitive digital economy or safeguarding citizens’ data privacy.

Beyond the regulatory framework, the Act appears to sidestep critical issues that define a truly digital society.
Despite references to digital transformation, it does not outline ‘specific policies for balancing international
integration with local innovation, nor does it provide clarity. on addressing Pakistan’s lag in global digital
competitiveness. Unlike the comprehensive 2018 Digital Pakistan Policy, which identified policy objectives and
emphasized economic competition, the new Act prioritizes centralized government control over substantive digital
development. The exclusion of key regulatory bodies, such as the Competition Commission of Pakistan, further
weakens its approach to fostering a robust digital economy. As emerging Pakistani platforms struggle to compete
globally, the slow-moving, top-down regulatory framework outlined in the Act threatens to stifle progress rather
than accelerate it. In the absence of legislative and judicial oversight, the new digital governance structure raises
concerns about its long-term effectiveness and transparency. Instead of building upon past digital policies, the Act
appears to obscure more than it reveals, leaving Pakistan’s digital future uncertain.

Overview:

The article critically examines the Digital Nation Pakistan Act, 2025, highlighting its bureaucratic nature and lack
of concrete digital transformation policies. . While the Act establishes regulatory bodies, they are primarily
government-controlled, raising:concerns about transparency and efficiency. Unlike the 2018 Digital Pakistan Policy,
which had clear objectives, the new Act leans towards centralization rather than encouraging innovation. The
exclusion of key regulatory authorities and the absence of accountability mechanisms make the Act more of a
government expansion tool thana genuine effort toward digital progress.

NOTES:

The Digital Nation Pakistan‘Act, 2025, was introduced with the promise of transforming the country into a digital
powerhouse.. However, its provisions suggest a heavy tilt towards government control rather than true digital
innovation. The Act establishes three regulatory bodies, but all remain firmly under the government’s influence,
raising questions about their effectiveness in fostering a competitive digital economy. The exclusion of the
Competition Commission of Pakistan weakens the Act’s approach to balancing market competition and innovation.
Moreover, the lack of a clear policy on integrating Pakistan into the global digital economy or addressing data
privacy concerns exposes significant gaps in the legislation. Unlike the well-defined 2018 Digital Pakistan Policy,
which provided a roadmap for digital progress, the new Act prioritizes bureaucratic oversight without tangible
solutions. This top-heavy structure risks slowing down Pakistan’s digital growth rather than accelerating it, making
it pivotal for policymakers to revisit and refine the framework to ensure meaningful progress.
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Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Governance and Public Policies — The Act’s centralization of power and lack of transparency in digital
governance.
e Science and Technology — The role of digital policies in economic development and societal transformation.
o International Relations — Pakistan’s positioning in the global digital economy and regulatory challenges.
e Economic Development — The impact of digital policies on local innovation and economic competitiveness.
Notes for Beginners:
The Digital Nation Pakistan Act, 2025, was introduced to modernize Pakistan’s digital sector, but instead of focusing
on technology and innovation, it mainly establishes government-controlled bodies. The Act forms three main
institutions: the National Digital Commission, the Pakistan Digital Authority, and the Oversight Committee, all of
which are led by bureaucrats and government officials. While the goal is to improve digital governance, the Act
lacks clear policies on encouraging competition, ensuring online security, or integrating Pakistan into the global
digital economy. The 2018 Digital Pakistan Policy had already set out detailed strategies for digital development,
but this new Act appears more focused on government control rather than practical solutions. For example, Pakistan
faces challenges in competing with global tech giants, but the Act does not provide guidance on how local startups
and digital businesses can grow. Without addressing critical issues like online privacy, cybersecurity, and
international digital trade, the Act might slow down progress instead of boosting it.
Facts and Figures:
o The Digital Nation Pakistan Act, 2025, was enacted on January 29, 2025.
e The Act establishes three regulatory bodies: the National Digital Commission, the Pakistan Digital
Authority, and an Oversight Committee.
e The Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP), a key regulatory body for fair market competition, was
excluded from the Commission.
o The Act does not specify how Pakistan will integrate into the global digital economy.
e The 2018 Digital Pakistan Policy had clear goals for digital transformation, but this Act focuses more on
government control.
To wrap up, The Digital Nation Pakistan Act, 2025, presents itself as a groundbreaking initiative for digital
transformation, but its execution raises significant concerns. Instead of fostering innovation, the Act establishes an
overly bureaucratic structure that prioritizes government control over practical digital progress. By failing to address
key issues such as online competition, data privacy, and international digital integration, the Act appears to be a step
backward rather than forward. For Pakistan to truly become a digital economy, policymakers must refine the
framework, ensuring transparency, competitiveness, and genuine technological advancement rather than mere
administrative expansion.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Avowed — Openly declared or acknowledged (Synonyms: admitted, professed; Antonyms: denied,
concealed)
e Laudable — Deserving praise and admiration (Synonyms: commendable, praiseworthy; Antonyms:
shameful, unworthy)
e Mandate — An official order or authorization (Synonyms: directive, command; Antonyms: refusal,
disapproval)
e Opaque — Not transparent or clear (Synonyms: unclear, obscure; Antonyms: transparent, clear)
e Substantive — Having real importance or impact (Synonyms: meaningful, significant; Antonyms: trivial,
superficial)
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9. A new peace accord

Summary:
In the relentless pursuit of progress, humanity seems to have lost its essence, drowning in material excess while
forsaking moral and spiritual depth. The article paints a stark contrast between wealth and deprivation, where the
rich hoard luxuries while the poor scramble for survival. Islam once upheld social justice through principles like
Zakat, but modern society has turned a blind eye to the suffering around it. Technology, once hailed as a unifying
force, has ironically driven a wedge between people, replacing heartfelt conversations with hollow digital
interactions. The Prophet’s teachings on kindness and sincerity have faded into oblivion, making way for a world
where relationships are reduced to fleeting exchanges, devoid of warmth or empathy. As social media flourishes,
spiritual well-being takes a nosedive, pushing individuals further into a void of moral emptiness. The paradox of
human relationships is laid bare—where a mother raises ten children with unwavering love, but in her old age, those
very children hesitate to care for her. The erosion of values, once deeply ingrained in societies, has left humanity at
a crossroads, unsure whether to chase fleeting pleasures or rekindle the lost sense of community and compassion.
The article further exposes the ironies of modern existence—where those drowning in wealth struggle to find
contentment, while the impoverished cling to hope despite their hardships. The wealthy overindulge and then walk
miles to shed excess weight, while the poor walk miles just to find a morsel of food. The commodification of human
dignity is another bitter reality, where women's bodies are exploited for profit while many in less privileged corners
of the world struggle for basic necessities. Our gadgets are flooded with contacts, yet our hearts remain barren,
deprived of genuine companionship. True wealth, as the Prophet (PBUH) taught, lies not in possessions but in
contentment, a lesson society seems to have cast aside. In the:mad rush to secure financial stability, people have
forgotten the art of living a fulfilling life, neglecting the balance between worldly success and spiritual nourishment.
The article delivers a wake-up call—if we fail to realign our priorities, we risk becoming mere spectators in a world
where humans exist, but humanity has long since perished.
Overview:
This article focuses on the moral decay of modern society, emphasizing how materialism, social detachment, and
the neglect of spiritual.values have corroded the essence of humanity. It draws upon Islamic teachings, contrasting
them with today's disoriented world, where affluence and deprivation coexist in a cruel paradox. It urges a return to
sincerity, community-driven. values, and ethical responsibility to restore the lost fabric of human compassion.
NOTES:
The article sheds light on the growing moral decay and social disparity in modern Society. It highlights the erosion
of ethical values and the increasing gap between wealth and poverty. The discussion on Islamic social justice and
the role of Zakat provides knowledge valuable for Islamic Studies. Furthermore, the analysis of technology’s impact
on human relationships fallsunder Science & Technology and Media Studies, illustrating how digital advancements
have paradoxically led to emotional isolation. The commodification of women’s dignity connects with Gender
Studies and Human Rights, reflecting the ongoing struggles against exploitation and objectification. Additionally,
the contrast between material success and spiritual emptiness emphasizes Philosophy and Psychology, offering
perspectives on how humanity must strike a balance between worldly pursuits and moral obligations. The themes
discussed in the article are not just theoretical but deeply relevant to contemporary socio-political discourse.
CSS Syllabus Relevance:

e Islamic Studies — Social justice in Islam, importance of Zakat, Prophet’s teachings on humanity.

e Current Affairs — Rising wealth inequality, impact of technology on social behavior.

e Ethics & Philosophy — Decline of morality, materialism vs. spiritual fulfillment.

e Gender Studies — Exploitation of women, modesty, and dignity in society.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




o WU S
| Y99

e Sociology — The breakdown of family structures, emotional alienation in the digital age.
Notes for Beginners:
The article highlights the imbalance between materialism and spiritual well-being in modern society, emphasizing
how wealth often fails to bring contentment. Despite technological advancements connecting people virtually,
genuine relationships have weakened, leading to increasing loneliness and a decline in mental well-being. Islam
teaches social responsibility through Zakat and kindness, ensuring economic justice and moral integrity, but modern
societies have distanced themselves from these values. The rich and poor live in stark contrast—while the affluent
indulge in excess, many struggle for basic survival. Women’s dignity, often compromised for commercial gains,
further reflects the moral deterioration of society. The Prophet (PBUH) taught that true wealth lies in contentment,
yet people relentlessly chase money without inner fulfillment. If humanity does not realign its values, prioritizing
moral responsibility over material success, it risks further social and ethical disintegration.
Facts and Figures:

e 72% of people feel more disconnected despite the rise of social media.

e People spend an average of 2.5 hours daily on social media, reducing face-to-face interactions.

e The world's richest 1% own nearly half of global wealth, while millions struggle with extreme poverty.

e The global human trafficking industry is worth $150 billion, with women being the primary victims.

e (Caliph Umar (RA) personally ensured that no one slepthungry during his rule, setting an example of social

justice.

e The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized that true wealth is contentment, not material possessions.

e Despite overproduction of food, roughly 828 million people suffer from hunger worldwide.
To sum up, This article works as a wake-up call; urging society to reevaluate its priorities before humanity fades
into irrelevance. The modern world is filled with ironies=—people chase wealth but remain unsatisfied, stay digitally
connected but feel lonelier than ever, and amass possessions but lack gratitude. The article compels readers to reflect
on the essence of life, to rekindle lost values, and to restore the balance between material success and moral
responsibility. If we fail to reclaim our humanity, we risk becoming mere spectators in a world where humans exist,
but true humanity is a relie of the past.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
1. Commodification — The process of turning something into a commercial product (Syn: Commercialization,
Exploitation | Ant: Appreciation, Respect)
2. Paradox — A situation that contradicts itself yet holds some truth (Syn: Contradiction, Irony | Ant: Consistency,
Logic)
3. Bereft — Lacking something, especially a valued quality (Syn: Deprived, Destitute | Ant: Enriched, Full)
4. Oblivion — The state of being forgotten or completely disregarded (Syn: Forgetfulness, Neglect | Ant: Awareness,
Recognition)
5. Erosion — The gradual decline or destruction of something (Syn: Decay, Deterioration | Ant: Strengthening,
Reinforcement)
6. Hollow — Lacking real value or meaning (Syn: Empty, Superficial | Ant: Meaningful, Substantial)
7. Affluence — A state of having great wealth (Syn: Prosperity, Opulence | Ant: Poverty, Scarcity)
8. Nourishment — Something that sustains life or health (Syn: Sustenance, Nutrition | Ant: Starvation, Deprivation)
9. Fabric — The fundamental structure of something (Syn: Framework, Foundation | Ant: Chaos, Disorganization)
10. Fleeting — Lasting for a short time (Syn: Temporary, Ephemeral | Ant: Permanent, Enduring)
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10. Digital dangers

Summary:
The digital revolution, once hailed as a force for enlightenment and connectivity, has paradoxically deepened
societal divisions and eroded meaningful discourse. While technological advancements have provided
unprecedented access to information, they have simultaneously diluted critical thinking and analytical depth.
Nicholas Carr, in his latest work, dissects this paradox, revealing how digital communication—far from fostering
understanding—has fueled misinformation, polarization, and intellectual shallowness. He contends that the speed
and volume of information force people into instinctive, bias-driven reactions, replacing deep analysis with surface-
level engagement. This fragmentation of attention, compounded by profit-driven algorithms, has turned social
media into a breeding ground for hostility rather than harmony. Instead of breaking down barriers to knowledge,
technology has inadvertently erected new ones, encouraging mental shortcuts<and superficial interactions that
undermine trust and reasoned debate.
Carr’s analysis extends to the unchecked power of tech companies, whose algorithms manipulate users by
amplifying content designed to provoke emotional responses. This has-not only fostered digital addiction but has
also exacerbated societal strife, with social media platforms serving as echo chambers that reinforce extreme views.
Drawing from historical parallels, Carr debunks the utopian myth that communication technology inevitably leads
to a more enlightened and unified world. Instead, he argues that each technological leap—from the telegraph to the
internet—has been accompanied by exaggerated claims of progress, only to reveal unforeseen consequences. While
acknowledging the undeniable benefits of digital communication, he warns that without proper safeguards,
technology will continue to widen social fractures and degrade the quality of public discourse, making it imperative
to reassess our dependence on digital platforms.
Overview:
The article explores the unintended consequences of digital communication technology, emphasizing how it has
reshaped human interactions, often in detrimental ways. While connectivity has increased, the depth of engagement
has suffered, leading to polarization, misinformation, and a decline in critical thinking. The unchecked influence of
tech giants and their algorithm-driven manipulation of information has further exacerbated social divisions. By
drawing from historical perspectives and recent literature, the discussion underscores the need for responsible digital
consumption and regulatory.oversight to mitigate the negative effects of rapid technological advancements.
NOTES:
This article critically examines the intersection of digital advancements with societal well-being, shedding light on
how information technology has altered cognitive processes and social structures. The discussion on misinformation
and digital fragmentation aligns with Current Affairs and Political Science, highlighting how manipulated narratives
shape public opinion and.pelicy. The role of tech companies in controlling discourse connects with Governance and
Public Policy, addressing the ethical concerns of corporate monopolies in digital spaces. Furthermore, the analysis
of social media’s.impact on human psychology falls under Psychology, illustrating the effects of digital addiction
and fragmented attention. The overarching theme of technological consequences also ties into Ethics and
Philosophy, questioning whether unregulated innovation serves humanity’s best interests or leads to unforeseen
disruptions.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Science and Technology — Impact of digital communication on cognitive abilities and society

e International Relations — Digital diplomacy, cyber warfare, and global narratives

e Sociology — Fragmentation of society due to social media polarization

e Current Affairs — The influence of tech corporations on global politics
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e Governance and Public Policy — Ethical concerns over algorithm-driven content manipulation
e Psychology — Effects of digital addiction and reduced attention spans
e Ethics and Philosophy — Moral implications of unchecked technological growth
Notes for Beginners:
The article explains how digital technology, particularly social media, has both connected and divided society. While
people now have instant access to information, this has also led to misinformation and shallow thinking. Instead of
helping people understand different perspectives, social media often reinforces biases, making individuals more
divided than ever. Carr argues that constant exposure to fast-moving information stops people from thinking deeply
and critically. Social media companies use algorithms that push content designed to trigger. emotional responses,
keeping people addicted to their screens. The article also highlights that while new technology was expected to
bring peace and unity, it has instead fueled disagreements and even political conflicts. Although digital
communication has benefits, such as faster connections and access to knowledge, its dangers—like reduced
attention spans, increased loneliness, and manipulation by tech companies—cannot be ignored.. If people do not
learn how to control their digital consumption, society risks becoming more divided, aggressive, and misinformed.
Facts and Figures:
e Over 50% of internet users have encountered fake news or misleading information.
e 90% of social media users admit to skimming through news rather than deeply engaging with it.
o Studies show that false news spreads six times faster than factual newson platforms like Twitter.
e 85% of people use their smartphones within an hour of waking up, reinforcing digital dependency.
e Social media algorithms prioritize engagement over accuracy, often leading to polarization and
misinformation.
o The global digital advertising market, driven by algorithmic manipulation, is valued at over $600 billion.
e Teen depression rates have increased by 70% since the rise of social media.
o A study found that prolonged social media use leads to higher stress and anxiety levels.
To wrap up, The rapid expansion of digital technology has reshaped society, offering both immense opportunities
and significant challenges. While it has enhanced connectivity and access to information, it has also eroded critical
thinking, deepened social divides, and enabled misinformation to flourish. Nicholas Carr’s analysis provides a
pivotal wake-up.call, urging individuals to reassess their relationship with technology and governments to
implement policies that regulate the unchecked power of digital platforms. If left unaddressed, the current trajectory
of digital communication threatens to replace meaningful discourse with reactionary impulses, ultimately
weakening social cohesion. The.need for responsible digital consumption and greater media literacy has never
been more pressing.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Accretion — Gradual accumulation of layers (Synonyms: buildup, accumulation; Antonyms: reduction,
decrease)
e Atomised — Broken into small, disconnected parts (Synonyms: fragmented, divided; Antonyms: unified,
cohesive)
e Profusion — An abundance or large quantity (Synonyms: excess, surplus; Antonyms: scarcity, lack)
e Buttress — To support or reinforce (Synonyms: bolster, strengthen; Antonyms: weaken, undermine)
e Millenarian — Belief in a transformative event bringing a utopian era (Synonyms: apocalyptic, visionary;
Antonyms: conventional, ordinary)
e  Shorn — Stripped or deprived of something (Synonyms: deprived, lacking; Antonyms: enriched, provided)
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11. Maulana’s message

Summary:
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s recent remarks at Darul Uloom Haqqania, where he unequivocally condemned religious
militancy, mark a rare moment of clarity from a political and religious leader. He pulled no punches in declaring
that the indiscriminate killing of Muslims is not jihad but sheer terrorism, a stance that few in Pakistan’s political
and clerical circles have dared to adopt. While his bold words may influence young seminary students, they are
unlikely to sway hardened militants who have been entrenched in extremist ideologies for decades. The challenge
runs deep, as Pakistan has long grappled with the unintended consequences of its past policies—once nurturing
jihadist groups, only to later find itself battling the very forces it helped cultivate. The reality remains that past
efforts like the Paigham-i-Pakistan fatwa and General Musharraf’s ‘enlightened moderation’ initiative have had
limited success in countering extremist narratives, primarily because radical groups reject state-endorsed religious
arguments outright.
The road to a peaceful Pakistan requires more than just sermons and fatwas. While religious leaders must present a
united front against militancy, tangible action is needed—both in _the form of kinetic operations and robust
deradicalization programs. The unchecked proliferation ofunregulated seminaries, many of which serve as breeding
grounds for extremist thought, only fuels the crisis. Without.a firm and consistent strategy involving state
intervention, educational reforms, and economic opportunities to counter radicalization, mere rhetoric will do little
to dismantle the infrastructure of militancy. The state and ulema must walk the talk, ensuring that efforts to curb
extremism extend beyond lip service to meaningful, long-term change.
Overview:
The article highlights the complexities of tackling religious militancy in Pakistan, focusing on Maulana Fazlur
Rehman's strong condemnation of terrorist violence. It'highlights the state’s historical role in fostering extremism,
the resistance of militant groups to state narratives, and the need for holistic counter-extremism strategies beyond
mere religious rhetoric.
NOTES:
The article emphasizesthe consequences of past jihadist policies, the role of influential clerics in shaping narratives,
and the limitations of religious decrees in combatting extremism. For candidates, this provides observations into
Pakistan’s security. challenges; counterterrorism strategies, and the socio-political implications of extremism on
national stability.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o [ Pakistan Affairs: Religious extremism and counterterrorism measures in Pakistan

Current Affairs: The role of religious narratives in shaping public opinion on terrorism

o International Relations: Impact of religious militancy on Pakistan’s global standing

e Security Studies: Strategies for countering violent extremism
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how Pakistan is struggling with terrorism linked to religious extremism. Many of these militant
groups emerged due to past state policies that encouraged jihadist movements. Now, these groups refuse to disband,
even when religious scholars try to convince them. For example, Pakistan supported fighters in Afghanistan during
the Cold War, but many of these fighters later became extremists who turned against the state. The government and
religious leaders need to work together, not just with speeches but by taking strong actions like reforming religious
schools and improving security forces.
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Facts and Figures:

e Over 70,000 Pakistanis have died due to terrorism in the past two decades.

e Pakistan ranked 2nd in the Global Terrorism Index (2024) due to rising militant attacks.

e More than 35,000 unregulated seminaries exist in Pakistan, many lacking oversight.

e The Paigham-i-Pakistan fatwa (2018) was signed by 1,800 clerics but had little impact.
To wrap up, While Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s stance against terrorism is commendable, words alone won’t uproot
extremism. The state’s past policies continue to haunt it, and only a multi-pronged approach—combining security
operations, educational reforms, and socio-economic development—can dismantle the militant ideology. The road
ahead is arduous, but decisive action is the only way forward for a peaceful Pakistan
Difficult Words and Meanings:
1. Militancy — Aggressive support for a cause, often involving violence (Syn: extremism, insurgency | Ant: pacifism,
moderation)
2. Checkmate — To thwart or counter effectively (Syn: outmaneuver, foil | Ant: enable, support)
3. Zealous — Showing intense enthusiasm (Syn: fervent, passionate | Ant: indifferent, apathetic)
4. Lethality — The capacity to cause death or destruction (Syn: deadliness, fatality | Ant: harmlessness, safety)
5. Takfiri — A term for extremists who declare other Muslims as apostates (Syn: radical, extremist | Ant: moderate,
tolerant)
6. Deradicalization — The process of persuading extremists to abandon their beliefs (Syn: rehabilitation, reformation
| Ant: indoctrination, radicalization)

12. History’s echoes

Summary:

The article critically examines the historical repercussions of British colonial decisions, particularly the Balfour
Declaration (1917) and the Radcliffe Award (1947), which continue to shape global conflicts. The writer draws a
parallel between past-and present, emphasizing how territorial disputes and forced displacements remain
unresolved. He scrutinizes the ongoing war in. Gaza, linking it to broader geopolitical maneuvers, particularly under
Trump’s presidency, which has exacerbated the crisis. The article raises pointed questions about propaganda,
intelligence operations, and the treatment of hostages, portraying the conflict as a power struggle rather than merely
a territorial dispute. Through references to Nazi Germany and the film Judgment at Nuremberg, Aijazuddin critiques
authoritarianism and warns against the dangers of unchecked political power.

The article further looks into Trump’s domestic policies, highlighting the suppression of pro-Palestinian voices in
the US, exemplified by the case of a Palestinian student arrested despite holding a Green Card. The article exposes
the influence of the Jewish lobby in American politics, questioning whether Trump’s unwavering support for Israel
reflects national.interest or political maneuvering. The writer provocatively suggests that America, under Trump, is
increasingly aligning itself with Israeli policies to the extent that its autonomy is at stake. The article concludes by
warning of the far-reaching consequences of such alliances, urging readers to recognize the cyclical nature of history
and the dangers of ignoring its lessons.

Overview:

The article analyzes historical and contemporary geopolitical decisions that have fueled conflicts.

It highlights Trump’s role in escalating tensions and suppressing dissent. The article questions media narratives and
the role of intelligence in the Israel-Gaza conflict. References to Nazi Germany serve as a cautionary tale against
blind political allegiance.
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NOTES:
The article looks into the historical consequences of two pivotal decisions by the British—the Balfour Declaration
of 1917 and the Radcliffe Award of 1947—both of which left unresolved territorial disputes and the displacement
of millions. It critically examines the ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict, particularly focusing on the hostage crisis
and the role of propaganda in shaping narratives. The author draws a parallel between Trump’s presidency and
historical authoritarian regimes, highlighting the dangers of suppressing dissent and manipulating public sentiment
under the guise of nationalism. The piece of writing also underscores the influence of the Jewish lobby in American
politics, questioning Trump's unwavering support for Israel and its implications for global diplomacy. Furthermore,
the case of Mahmoud Khalil, a Palestinian student facing deportation despite his legal residency, is presented as a
stark example of curtailed freedoms in the US. The article warns against the perils of unchecked political power,
referencing Nazi Germany’s past to caution against history’s potential repetition under populist leadership. It also
questions the silence of intelligence agencies regarding hostages in Gaza, suggesting deliberate obfuscation. The
overarching theme is the dangerous intersection of power, propaganda, and political maneuvering, urging readers
to critically evaluate contemporary global conflicts through the lens of historical precedent.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations: US-Israel relations, geopolitical conflicts, intelligence operations.

e Political Science: Authoritarianism, suppression of dissent, political lobbying.

e History & Current Affairs: British colonial policies, the impact of historical treaties on modern conflicts.

e Media & Journalism: Propaganda, censorship, and narrative control in war.
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how history repeats itself, with unresolved territorial conflicts still shaping today’s world. The
British Empire’s decisions, like the Balfour Declaration; led to disputes in Palestine, affecting global politics even
now. The Israel-Gaza conflict, worsened under. Trump, is not just about land but also political power. The article
questions why intelligence agencies fail to locate hostages despite advanced technology. It also highlights how
Trump’s America punishes those who protest against Israel, even legal residents. The comparison to Nazi Germany
warns that when leaders misuse power, démocracy suffers.
Facts and Figures:

e Balfour Declaration (1917): Britain supported a Jewish homeland in Palestine, leading to long-term conflict.

e Radcliffe Award (1947): The rushed partition of India and Pakistan resulted in mass displacement and

violence.

o Gaza War (2023-2025): Over 130 hostages exchanged, 40 found dead, and 59 remain captive.

e  Trump’s Policies (2025): $400 million cut in Columbia University funding due to alleged antisemitism.

e Edward Snowden (2013): Leaked US surveillance programs and fled to Russia for asylum.
To sum up, This articlepaints a grim picture of how history’s decisions continue to shape present conflicts, warning
that political opportunism and unchecked power can have devastating consequences. It urges readers to remain
critical of dominant narratives, recognizing how propaganda, intelligence failures, and political suppression play
into global power struggles.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Suppurating (adj.): Infected and festering (Syn: festering, inflamed | Ant: healing, clean)

e Ballast (n.): Something providing stability (Syn: support, foundation | Ant: instability, fragility)

e (Casus belli (n.): Justification for war (Syn: provocation, cause | Ant: resolution, peace)

e Juggernaut (n.): A powerful, unstoppable force (Syn: behemoth, colossus | Ant: weakling, minor force)

e Svengalian (adj.): Manipulative and controlling (Syn: cunning, deceptive | Ant: transparent, honest)
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13. Canary Trap

Summary:
Farrukh Khan Pitafi, in his article "Canary Trap," dissects the concept of strategic deception, often employed in
intelligence operations, to expose internal vulnerabilities and potential betrayals. He draws on Tom Clancy’s coined
term from "Patriot Games," where different versions of classified information are distributed to various suspects,
allowing the source of leaks to be traced. The writer applies this analogy to Pakistan’s political and military history,
hinting that certain past crises—such as the fall of East Pakistan and the Kargil conflict—may have been
orchestrated or at least exacerbated by external actors exploiting internal discord. By reflecting on historical
blunders, Pitafi argues that these were not mere miscalculations but possibly part of a larger game of manipulation,
where infiltrators within the system either knowingly or unknowingly played into the hands of adversaries.
The article underscores the pressing need for a comprehensive review of Pakistan’s decision-making structures over
the last decade to identify breaches that might have compromised national security. Pitafi contends that, in an era
where hybrid warfare is a reality, Pakistan cannot afford to overlook the role of misinformation, psychological
operations, and covert interventions. He calls for a rigorous self-assessment, urging policymakers to acknowledge
past mistakes instead of brushing them under the carpet. The writer watns that if such infiltrations remain
unchecked, they could lead to irreversible damage, further weakening national cohesion. Through his thought-
provoking narrative, he reminds readers that history, when left unexamined, has a tendency to repeat itself—with
graver consequences.
Overview:
Pitafi’s article is a compelling analysis of Pakistan’s historical decision-making and its susceptibility to external
manipulations. By employing the ‘canary trap’ analogy, he urges-a more vigilant and introspective approach to
national security. His analysis serves as both a cautionary tale and a call for greater transparency in assessing past
missteps.
NOTES:
The article provides an in depth analysis of strategic deception through the concept of the "canary trap," a method
often used in intelligence operations to trace leaks. It highlights Pakistan’s historical vulnerabilities, particularly in
cases like the fall of Dhaka and the Kargil conflict, emphasizing how internal divisions can be exploited by foreign
actors. The discussion extends:torthe evolving nature of hybrid warfare, where misinformation, cyber operations,
and psychological tactics are employed to destabilize nations. Pitafi stresses the importance of acknowledging past
policy failures rather than dismissing them, advocating for institutional introspection to prevent history from
repeating itself. The article works as a pivotal reminder that national security is not merely about military strength
but also about resilience against covert interventions and propaganda.
Relevant CSS syllabus or subject:

o Pakistan Affairs: Post-independence political history, military conflicts, and internal security.

o International Relations: Hybrid warfare, intelligence operations, and the role of misinformation in global

politics.

e Current Affairs: National security challenges and the need for institutional reforms.
Notes for Beginners:
The article explains the significance of strategic deception, particularly the "canary trap" method, which helps
identify sources of leaked information. It illustrates how hybrid warfare has become a modern reality, where
cyberattacks, misinformation campaigns, and psychological tactics are used to manipulate public perception and
weaken nations. The example of Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and Pakistan’s susceptibility to cyber threats
highlight the growing importance of countering such covert operations. Pitafi urges policymakers to reflect on past
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national security failures, as ignoring them could lead to severe consequences. The central message of the article is
that a country’s security is not only about external defense but also about protecting itself from internal breaches
and foreign influence.
Facts and Figures:
e In 2016, a high-profile canary trap was used to catch an intelligence leak within the U.S. National Security
Council, leading to significant policy shifts.
e The concept of hybrid warfare was notably seen in Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014, where
cyberattacks, misinformation, and covert military operations played a crucial role.
e Pakistan ranks among the top nations facing cyber threats, with over 25,000 cyberattacks reported in 2023
alone, highlighting the increasing role of digital espionage.
To sum up, Pitafi’s article is a wake-up call for Pakistan’s policymakers and analysts to reevaluate their approach
to national security. By highlighting the dangers of covert operations and hybrid warfare, he stresses the urgency of
introspection and reform. His argument serves as a stark reminder that nations ignoring their past are doomed to
repeat it, often with far graver consequences.

14. Sino-Pak cooperation

Summary

The latest attack on a train in Balochistan has escalated tensions, pushing the Pakistani state towards a forceful
military response. However, the crisis extends beyond security concerns; touching upon political negligence and
external influences. The insurgency in Balochistan has gained momentum, with separatist groups such as the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA) openly targeting Chinese interests, including CPEC projects. Pakistan’s ability to counter
this threat depends heavily on securing diplomatic and logistical support. While Western nations, particularly the
US, remain indifferent due to their political leanings and ongoing engagements like the Ukraine conflict, China
emerges as a key player. However, Beijing, despite its significant investments in Pakistan, remains hesitant to
provide direct military assistance, instead advocating for intelligence-sharing and security collaboration. The
insurgency’s persistence not only jeopardizes Pakistan’s internal stability but also threatens China’s long-term
strategic interests-in the region.

Historically, external military assistance has played a crucial role in counterinsurgency efforts, with Iran supporting
Pakistan’s operations in the 1970s. Given the rising attacks on Chinese nationals, Beijing’s stance on military
cooperation remains ambiguous=despite its past influence in Pakistan’s security decisions, such as the 2007 Lal
Masjid operation and the launch of Operation Zarb-e-Azb. While China remains cautious about direct intervention,
its interests demand a more secure Pakistan. Islamabad, on the other hand, faces financial constraints, making large-
scale military campaigns challenging. A political resolution seems unlikely due to the lack of initiative from both
the civilian government and the establishment, leaving kinetic operations as the primary strategy. Moving forward,
the potential for a deeper Sino-Pakistani security framework remains, with China possibly expanding its role
through surveillance technology, equipment supplies, and intelligence coordination, rather than direct military
engagement.

Overview:

The article highlights the growing insurgency in Balochistan and its implications for Pakistan-China relations.
While Pakistan seeks military solutions, financial and political constraints hinder decisive action. China, despite its
economic stakes, is reluctant to provide direct military aid but remains concerned about securing its investments.
The insurgency’s persistence underscores the need for a comprehensive approach, integrating security measures
with political engagement.
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NOTES:
Pakistan’s counterinsurgency operations in Balochistan have historically been influenced by external factors, with
China now playing a crucial role. The insurgency threatens CPEC and Beijing’s broader geo-economic ambitions.
While kinetic military approaches dominate Pakistan’s response, economic constraints and political inertia hinder
long-term solutions. The article highlights the limitations of external military assistance, comparing past Iranian
support to China’s current reluctance. This article provides valuable observations into security policies, regional
geopolitics, and Pakistan’s strategic challenges.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
o Pakistan Affairs (Balochistan insurgency, counterinsurgency strategies, role of external actors)
o International Relations (Pakistan-China security cooperation, US-West response to separatist movements)
e Political Science (Governance challenges, state responses to insurgencies)
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan is dealing with an armed rebellion in Balochistan, where separatist groups are attacking Chinese
investments. Pakistan hopes China will help, but China prefers security cooperation rather than military support.
The West is not interested in helping Pakistan due to political reasons. The problem is not just military—it also
needs political solutions, but Pakistan’s leaders are not taking strong action. This crisis affects Pakistan’s economy,
security, and relations with other countries.
Facts and Figures:
e Over $62 billion invested by China in CPEC projects, now at.risk due to insurgent attacks.
e BLA’s Karachi airport attack and other assaults have strained Pakistan-China ties.
e China’s past influence: Pakistan launched the Lal Masjid ioperation (2007) and Operation Zarb-e-Azb
(2014) under Chinese pressure.
e Pakistan’s financial challenge: Large-scale military operations require billions, while the economy
struggles.
To wrap up, The Balochistan insurgency remains a complex issue, where military force alone cannot resolve deep-
rooted grievances. While Pakistan looks to China for support, Beijing remains cautious, emphasizing security
cooperation over direct military involvement. The absence of a political solution and the state’s reliance on kinetic
measures prolong the conflict, impacting both regional stability and economic prospects.
Difficult Words and Meanings
e Insurgency — An armed rebellion against an established authority (synonyms: rebellion, uprising; antonyms:
peace, compliance)
e  Kinetic approach — A military strategy involving active combat operations (synonyms: military action,
direct engagement; antonyms: diplomacy, negotiation)
e Diplomatic backing — Support from international allies in political and strategic matters (synonyms:
international support, alliance; antonyms: isolation, opposition)
e Geo-economic — Relating to the economic impact of geopolitical decisions (synonyms: economic strategy,
political economy; antonyms: non-strategic economy)
e Confidence-building measures — Steps taken to reduce tensions and foster trust between nations (synonyms:
trust-building actions, diplomatic initiatives; antonyms: hostility, confrontation)
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15. Threats, coercion & pushback

Summary:
Trump's return to power has reignited his aggressive approach to global politics, employing threats, coercion, and
intimidation to strong-arm both allies and adversaries. His America First doctrine has disrupted long-standing
diplomatic norms, alienating traditional partners and sparking economic conflicts. His imposition of tariffs on China
triggered swift retaliation, with Beijing imposing countermeasures targeting American agricultural exports,
highlighting a growing resistance to his tactics. His attempts to manipulate international relations, such as
attempting to drive a wedge between China and Russia, have been met with defiance. Additionally, his controversial
idea of annexing Gaza and forcibly relocating Palestinians met fierce opposition from Arab states, the OIC, and key
European allies, forcing him to backtrack. The pushback from global powers indicates a collective unwillingness to
be dictated by Trump's unilateralist policies.
Nations across the world are reassessing their relationships with the U.S. in light of Trump's erratic decision-making.
Canada, long a close ally, has fiercely resisted his economic coercion, implementing retaliatory tariffs and vowing
not to succumb to U.S. pressure. Mexico, too, has stood firm against U.S. interventionism, while European nations
have sought strategic autonomy to counter Washington's unpredictability. Trump's sudden reversal on Ukraine, his
outreach to Putin, and his disregard for European allies have prompted a recalibration of security dynamics within
NATO. The EU’s countermeasures against U.S. tariffs further reflect the diminishing influence of American
economic leverage. History has shown that underestimating nationalism has led the U.S. to diplomatic and military
failures, from Vietnam to Afghanistan. Trump's disregard for this lesson risks repeating past mistakes, as nations
increasingly resist his efforts to impose American will:
Overview:
The article highlights how Trump's unilateral foreign policy and economic tactics are facing global resistance.
Nations such as China, Canada, Mexico, and European powers have responded with countermeasures, signaling a
shift away from U.S. dominance. His aggressive stance on Gaza, trade wars, and NATO relations have deepened
global divisions, exposing America's declining influence.
NOTES:
The article highlights the impact of Donald Trump's unilateralist approach in his second term, which has strained
international relations and.triggered global pushback. His aggressive tactics, including tariffs and coercive
diplomacy, have antagonized allies and fueled geopolitical instability. The response from major nations like China,
Canada, and Furopean states has been resolute, with retaliatory measures and diplomatic maneuvering to counter
US pressure. China, for instance, imposed tariffs on American goods and issued strong warnings, signaling its
defiance. Canada, too, responded with counter-tariffs, while European nations have sought unity in dealing with
Trump's unpredictable policies. His controversial proposal to relocate Palestinians from Gaza was met with
universal condemnation, prompting even America’s Arab allies to reject it. Additionally, Trump’s approach toward
Ukraine and Russia has alarmed European nations, pushing them to assert strategic autonomy. The broader theme
of the article underscores how nationalism and strategic resistance continue to challenge America’s attempts at
dominance. This historical pattern of US underestimation of nationalistic sentiments has led to diplomatic setbacks,
as seen from Vietnam to Afghanistan. The article effectively analyzes the flaws in Trump’s foreign policy,
illustrating how the world is resisting his coercive tactics.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, economic coercion, and strategic autonomy.

e Political Science: The role of nationalism in global resistance.

o Global Economy: Trade wars and retaliatory measures.
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e  Current Affairs: The U.S.-China trade conflict and the Middle East crisis.
Notes for Beginners:
Trump's foreign policy focuses on making America stronger by forcing other nations to follow his rules, often using
economic and political threats. However, many countries, including China, Canada, and European nations, are
fighting back by imposing their own trade restrictions or forming new alliances. His controversial idea of relocating
Palestinians from Gaza failed due to strong opposition. Historically, powerful countries that ignore nationalism
often face setbacks, as seen in U.S. failures in Vietnam and Afghanistan.
Facts and Figures:
e China imposed tariffs on U.S. agricultural goods worth billions in response to Trump’s trade war.
e (Canada retaliated with counter-tariffs on $30 billion worth of American imports.
e The European Union increased levies on U.S. aluminum and steel to counter American economic pressure.
e Over 57 Muslim nations rejected Trump’s proposal on Gaza.
To wrap up, Trump's hardline approach to global diplomacy has provoked significant resistance, signaling a shift in
global power dynamics. His policies have sparked economic retaliation, reinforced nationalist sentiment, and
prompted countries to seek alternatives to U.S. dominance: If history is any. guide; the world's growing resistance
to unilateralism will limit America's ability to dictate global affairs.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Unilateralist — A policy favoring independent action without consulting others. (Syn: Autocratic | Ant:

Multilateral)
e Coercion — The practice of forcing someone to act against their will. (Syn: Compulsion | Ant: Voluntary
action)

o Retaliatory — A response intended to punish or counter an action. (Syn: Reprisal | Ant: Conciliatory)
e Annexation — The forceful acquisition of territory. (Syn: Occupation | Ant: Independence)
e Interventionism — The policy of intervening in another country’s affairs. (Syn: Meddling | Ant: Isolationism)

16. Balochistan’s festering wounds

Summary:

Balochistan’s long-standing unrest has taken a deadly turn, with an intensifying wave of militant violence shaking
the foundations of the state. The province, plagued by decades of flawed policies, now faces a full-blown insurgency
as separatist groups grow emboldened. The latest string of attacks, primarily targeting security forces and Chinese
nationals working on CPEC projects, underscores the failure of kinetic responses to a fundamentally political crisis.
The alienation of the local population has reached dangerous levels, with educated youth joining the ranks of
militant groups that are increasingly well-organized and well-armed. The state’s reliance on force, rather than
addressing the root causes of political and economic discontent, has only deepened the crisis. A manipulated
electoral process and the sidelining of Baloch nationalist voices have fueled widespread resentment, pushing many
toward separatism.

Despite mounting evidence of foreign interference, the insurgency’s primary driver remains internal discontent. The
state's failure to integrate Balochistan politically and economically has created a breeding ground for militancy. The
recent escalation, particularly after the 2024 elections, highlights the urgent need for a shift in approach. While
military operations may suppress violence temporarily, they cannot eliminate the ideological and socio-political
grievances sustaining the insurgency. The province requires genuine political representation, economic investment,

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




neQ

AR

and a departure from the repressive strategies of the past. If the state continues to treat Balochistan solely as a
security problem, the conflict will only worsen, posing a grave threat to national stability.
Overview:
The article critically examines the deteriorating security situation in Balochistan, attributing it to decades of political
mismanagement, economic neglect, and excessive reliance on military force. It highlights how separatist insurgents,
particularly the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), have gained strength, exploiting the region’s long-standing
grievances. The article underscores the role of manipulated elections and the sidelining of nationalist voices in
exacerbating local resentment. While acknowledging external interference, it emphasizes that the real problem lies
in the state’s failure to address Balochistan’s demands for political and economic inclusion.
NOTES:
Balochistan’s insurgency has deep historical roots, originating from its forced integration into Pakistan in 1948,
with multiple uprisings suppressed through military means but never fully resolved. The article highlights how
political engineering, particularly manipulated elections and the exclusion of genuine nationalist voices, has fueled
separatist sentiments, worsening the situation. Security concerns have intensified, especially with increasing attacks
on CPEC projects, threatening both internal stability and internationalrelations, particularly with China. Economic
marginalization remains a major factor, as Balochistan, despite its resource wealth, continues to suffer from poverty
and underdevelopment, creating resentment among its people. The failure to ensure local participation in economic
initiatives has driven many toward militancy. The province’s crisis cannot be solved through military force alone,
as it requires a political solution that addresses governance failures, economic neglect, and the alienation of the
Baloch people.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs: History of Balochistan’s insurgeney, provincial rights, and governance issues.

e Current Affairs: Security challenges in Pakistan, regional instability, and CPEC-related concerns.

e International Relations: The impact of foreign interference in domestic insurgencies.
Notes for Beginners:
Balochistan has been experiencing violent attacks from separatist groups, mainly due to the long-standing belief
that the central government does not grant it equal rights. For example, despite being rich in natural resources like
gas and minerals, the province remains one of the poorest in Pakistan. This makes the local people feel exploited
and neglected. When the government conducts elections in a way that benefits only a few, it creates more frustration
among the people. Imagine a classroom where a teacher always favors a few students while ignoring the rest—
eventually, the ignored students will/start protesting. Similarly, in Balochistan, years of unfair policies have led to
protests turning into armed conflict. The solution is not just military action but also giving people political
representation and economic opportunities.
Facts and Figures:

e 225 people killed in separatist attacks in 2024 alone.

e 18 soldiers killed in a single insurgent attack in Kalat.

e The highest number of terrorist attacks in a decade recorded in 2024.

o CPEC projects targeted, with increasing attacks on Chinese nationals.

e BLA’s composition has changed, now including many educated Baloch from the middle class.
To wrap up, The crisis in Balochistan is a product of decades of mismanagement, economic exploitation, and
political suppression. While the government continues to rely on military operations, the insurgency is becoming
more organized and lethal. The problem is not just security-related but deeply political, requiring long-term
solutions based on justice and inclusion. If the state continues to disregard the legitimate demands of the Baloch
people, the conflict will only escalate, threatening Pakistan’s stability and international standing.
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17. Warring cyclops

Summary:
The article paints a stark picture of the long-standing rivalry between the West and Russia, likening them to one-
eyed giants locked in an eternal struggle. The Ukrainian conflict, far from being a simple military confrontation, is
framed as a grand puppet show where the real power brokers pull the strings behind the scenes. Zelensky, initially
a comedian, now finds himself playing the most serious role of his life—one where survival hinges on strategic
compromises. The article draws historical parallels, recalling how Reagan’s aggressive policies toward the Soviet
Union helped accelerate its downfall. Now, history appears to be repeating itself, with Trump taking a radically
different approach by pursuing détente rather than deterrence. His strategy, however, is not without its critics, who
question whether his motives lean more toward peace or political expediency.
The article further broadens its scope, analyzing the shifting global power dynamics. Trump’s Americais seemingly
pulling back from Europe and the Pacific, redirecting its focus to a North-South axis that prioritizes immediate
neighbors over distant allies. Meanwhile, Russia is asserting its dominance in Europe, China is eyeing Taiwan, and
India remains poised to shape South Asian affairs. Pakistan, caught in.its.own struggles, faces growing instability
in Balochistan, with parallels drawn to Ukraine’s resource-driven conflicts. Diplomatic snubs and travel restrictions
further highlight Pakistan’s precarious position in global geopolitics. The underlying message is clear: while
superpowers play their strategic games, smaller nations must navigate a treacherous landscape where their fate is
often decided by forces beyond their control.
Overview:
The article dissects the geopolitical tensions surrounding the Ukraine war, emphasizing the deeper power struggles
between Russia and the West. It scrutinizes the historical interplay of deterrence and détente in US foreign policy,
comparing Reagan’s military assertiveness with Trump’s selective disengagement. Additionally, the piece explores
how shifting alliances and territorial ambitions among global powers are reshaping international politics, with
Pakistan emerging as an unintended casualty of these broader maneuvers.
NOTES:
The article looks deeply into the ongoing geopolitical tensions between the West and Russia, likening them to two
cyclops locked in perpetual conflict. The Ukraine war is framed as a broader power struggle where the West, through
the Ukraine Defence Contact Group, manipulates President Zelensky like a puppet. The article draws parallels
between Zelensky and former U.S. President Ronald Reagan, noting that while both had entertainment backgrounds,
Reagan’s anti-Russian stance in the Cold War significantly shaped U.S. foreign policy. The article examines Trump's
diplomatic approach, which leans toward détente rather than deterrence, portraying his efforts in Ukraine as an
attempt to secure a Nobel Peace Prize. The shifting global alliances, with China and India maintaining silence,
suggest a recalibration of power dynamics, where the U.S. focuses more on North-South relations while Europe is
left to Russian influence. Additionally, the article highlights Pakistan’s internal challenges, drawing a comparison
between Balochistan‘and Ukraine, citing resource-driven conflicts and external pressures. The mention of U.S.
travel restrictions against Pakistan while favoring India and Bangladesh underscores the growing diplomatic
challenges Pakistan faces on the global stage.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations: Power struggles, geopolitical shifts, US-Russia relations

e Pakistan Affairs: Balochistan unrest, Pakistan’s diplomatic positioning

o Current Affairs: Global conflicts, US foreign policy under Trump

e Political Science: Theories of deterrence and détente
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Notes for Beginners:
The article explores the ongoing power struggle between Russia and the West, particularly in the context of the
Ukraine war. It explains how world powers shape conflicts through diplomacy, military aid, and strategic alliances.
For example, the US has historically shifted between confronting and negotiating with Russia, just as different
governments take varied approaches to international disputes. The article also connects these themes to Pakistan,
showing how smaller nations often find themselves caught in the crossfire of global politics. A real-world example
is the US travel restrictions on Pakistan, while India and Bangladesh remain exempt, illustrating how international
relations affect national policies.
Facts and Figures:

e Ukraine Defense Contact Group: 57 countries, including 32 NATO members, support Ukraine.

e Reagan’s Military Spending: Highest among US presidents, aimed at countering the Soviet Union.

e Dissolution of USSR: 1991, following economic and political collapse.

e Trump’s Foreign Policy Shift: Focused on North-South axis, reducing engagement with Europe and Asia.

e Pakistan’s Travel Restrictions: Placed on draft lists for US entry bans, while India and Bangladesh are

exempt.

To wrap up, This article masterfully unpacks the tangled web of international politics, where global superpowers
dictate the course of smaller nations. It highlights the cyclical'nature of history—where past strategies resurface
under new leaders—while subtly warning that unreselved conflicts, whether in Ukraine or Balochistan, can have
far-reaching consequences. The broader lesson is clear: diplomacy is a game of power, perception, and patience,
and those caught in the middle must tread carefully.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Cyclops (n.) — A mythical one-eyed giant; metaphorically used for single-minded superpowers

e Synonyms: Titan, behemoth Antenyms: Dwarf, weakling

e Marionette (n.) — A puppet controlled by strings; metaphor for controlled leadership

e Synonyms: Puppet, figurechead Antonyms: Independent leader

o Détente (n.) — The easing of strained relations between nations

e Synonyms: Reconciliation, truce Antonyms: Hostility, escalation

e Belligerence (n.)— Aggressive or warlike behavior

e Synonyms: Hostility, aggression Antonyms: Peacefulness, diplomacy

e Auguries (n.) — Omens or signs of future events

¢ [ Synonyms: Portents, forewarnings Antonyms: Surprises, unpredictability

18. Political audit of Afghan policy

Summary:

The article critically evaluates Pakistan’s Afghan policy, tracing its historical miscalculations and their devastating
consequences. Despite initial euphoria over the Taliban's takeover of Kabul, Islamabad now faces a resurgence of
terrorism along its western border, primarily due to the TTP and IS-K. The state’s long-standing strategy of using
Islamist proxies for strategic depth has backfired, fostering extremism that now threatens Pakistan’s internal
security. The article highlights how Pakistan’s reliance on the Taliban to counter Indian influence has failed, as
Kabul continues to maintain warmer ties with New Delhi. Moreover, the pro-Taliban policy has alienated every
faction within Afghanistan, even the Taliban itself, while also straining relations with the US and the broader
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Western world. This flawed security-centric approach has stunted economic opportunities, jeopardized regional
trade, and exacerbated domestic terrorism, costing the nation over 70,000 lives and billions in economic losses.
The writer underscores the urgent need for a comprehensive overhaul of Pakistan’s security and foreign policies.
The repeated failures of this strategy, coupled with a lack of accountability, have eroded state legitimacy, particularly
in the peripheries of Balochistan and KP, where grassroots movements and civilian institutions now openly criticize
state policies. The continued reliance on kinetic responses without addressing the root causes of extremism has
proven ineffective. The article argues that an inclusive, democratic process must guide future Afghan policy,
ensuring broad political participation, particularly from regions most affected by cross-border terrorism. Without
such reforms, Pakistan risks repeating its past mistakes, deepening its crises, and paying an.ever-growing price for
its geopolitical miscalculations.

Overview:

Pakistan’s Afghan policy has historically relied on militant proxies to achieve strategic aims, a miscalculation that
has backfired spectacularly. While intended to counter India’s influence and establish a pliant government in Kabul,
the policy has instead fueled extremism, alienated Afghan factions, and led to growing instability within Pakistan.
The lack of accountability and reliance on failed security-centric approaches continue to deepen Pakistan’s crises,
necessitating a fundamental policy shift grounded in democratic oversight and inclusivity.

NOTES:

e Historical Context: Pakistan’s Afghan policy evolved from Cold War alignments, with the state choosing
to serve as a proxy in the US-Soviet rivalry. Post-9/11, it continued to shelter the Taliban despite global
pressure.

e Strategic Miscalculations: The reliance on militant proxies.failed to secure Pakistan’s interests, instead
alienating Afghan factions and strengthening anti-Pakistan sentiments.

o Domestic Fallout: Over 70,000 Pakistanis have died due to terrorism fueled by these policies, and billions
have been lost in economic damage.

e Geopolitical Implications: Pakistan’s actions have strained relations with the US, reduced regional trade
prospects, and undermined econemic access to Central Asia.

e Policy Recommendations: A shift towards democratic oversight, inclusive decision-making, and economic
diplomacy is essential to reversing these self-inflicted damages.

Relevant CSS‘Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs: Evolution of Pakistan’s Afghan policy, impact on internal security, and regional
implications.

e International Relations: Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, counterterrorism strategies, and the role of external
powers in regional stability.

o Security Studies: Terrorism and extremism as security threats, the rise of the TTP, and the impact of failed
counterterrorism measures.

Notes for Beginners:

Pakistan’s Afghan policy has been a key factor in shaping its relations with Afghanistan, but over the decades, it
has led to unintended consequences. The strategy of supporting Islamist factions in Afghanistan was initially aimed
at countering Indian influence and ensuring a friendly government in Kabul. However, this policy backfired as it
alienated various Afghan groups and fueled militancy that later spilled into Pakistan. The rise of terrorist
organizations like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the increasing instability along the western border have
been direct outcomes. Despite military actions and diplomatic efforts, terrorism remains a major challenge, proving
that Pakistan’s reliance on militant proxies has failed. The article emphasizes the need for a fundamental shift in
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policy, advocating for democratic oversight and inclusive decision-making to prevent further damage to the
country’s security and international standing.
Facts and Figures:
e Over 70,000 lives have been lost in Pakistan due to terrorism, largely fueled by flawed Afghan policies.
e Economic losses from terrorism in Pakistan amount to billions of dollars, weakening national development.
e Despite five decades of fostering relations with various Afghan Islamist groups, Pakistan has failed to
secure lasting influence in Kabul.
e The TTP resurgence after the Taliban’s return to power in 2021 has resulted in a spike in cross-border
terrorist attacks.
e Pakistan’s security-centric policy has strained its relations with the US and Western allies, limiting
economic and diplomatic opportunities.
e A significant portion of Pakistan’s geo-economic potential, such as trade with Afghanistan and access to
Central Asia’s resources, remains untapped due to instability.
To sum up, Pakistan’s Afghan policy is a cautionary tale of how short-term strategic ambitions can lead to long-
term disasters. By relying on militant proxies, the state has not only failed to achieve its foreign policy objectives
but has also sown the seeds of domestic extremism. The urgency for a fundamental shift is undeniable—Pakistan
must replace its security-centric mindset with a strategy that prioritizes economic growth, regional cooperation, and
political inclusivity. Without such reforms, the country will remain trapped in.a eycle of instability and crisis, paying
an ever-escalating price for past misjudgments.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Pliant — Easily influenced or controlled (syn: submissive; ant: resistant)
o Resurgence — A revival after a period of decline (syn: reemergence; ant: disappearance)
e Impunity — Exemption from punishment (syn: immunity; ant: accountability)
e Kinetic Measures — Military or force-based actions (syn: armed response; ant: diplomatic approach)
e Alienated — Made hostile or estranged (syn: isolated; ant: united)

19. Countering insurgency

Summary:

The Baloch insurgency has once again ignited a fierce debate on counterinsurgency (COIN) strategies, with
Pakistan’s-security_institutions advocating forceful suppression while intellectuals and political leaders stress
political resolution. This divergence of opinion reflects historical precedents and contemporary research, including
the frequently misinterpreted RAND Corporation report Paths to Victory. Contrary to the prevailing belief that brute
force ensures success, the study, which analyzed 71 insurgencies from World War II to 2010, underscores the
importance of a multidimensional approach. The key factors in successful COIN operations include cutting off
material support to insurgents, maintaining unwavering commitment, and adapting to evolving strategies. However,
Pakistan’s historical reliance on sheer military strength, as seen in the 1972-78 Baloch insurgency, has failed to
deliver long-term stability, highlighting the necessity of governance reforms and public trust-building.

The article analyzes ineffective COIN strategies such as collective punishment, repression, and arbitrary
governance, arguing that insurgencies often persist when ruling elites prolong conflicts for vested interests. The
study’s observations into Pakistan’s 1971 loss in East Pakistan—denial of a political mandate and excessive force
that acts as cautionary lessons. Despite the military suppression of the Baloch insurgency, the insurgents adapted
by establishing bases across borders, sustaining prolonged unrest. Historical patterns suggest that counterinsurgency
victories hinge not merely on military dominance but on governance, legitimacy, and democracy. In 36 out of 71
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cases, COIN forces failed due to neglecting post-conflict governance, while 26 out of 30 campaigns without
democratic transitions ended in failure. Pakistan’s approach in Balochistan must, therefore, transcend brute force,
emphasizing reconciliation, development, and inclusive governance to achieve lasting peace.
Overview:
The article critically examines counterinsurgency strategies in Pakistan, particularly concerning the Baloch
insurgency, while referencing global best practices. It challenges the "crush them" narrative by citing empirical
research that underscores the necessity of governance, legitimacy, and adaptability in COIN operations. The failure
of past approaches, such as in East Pakistan and Balochistan (1972-78), highlights the need for political solutions
alongside security measures. The article also exposes how misinterpretation of research influences policymaking,
stressing that sustainable peace can only be achieved through governance reforms and public trust-building.
NOTES:
This article provides intuitions into the interplay between military strategy, governance, and insurgency persistence.
The RAND study’s findings demonstrate that force alone cannot resolve conflicts, reinforcing the importance of
comprehensive counterinsurgency measures. The historical context of East Pakistan and Balochistan gives lessons
on the consequences of ignoring political grievances. Candidates should focus on-how successful COIN strategies
integrate security efforts with socio-political reforms. Additionally, the discussion on external support for
insurgencies highlights the regional security dynamics affecting Pakistan.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs — Insurgency in Balochistan, national security challenges, historical conflicts (East
Pakistan 1971)
e International Relations — Regional security, cross-border insurgencies, external influences on domestic
conflicts
e Political Science — Governance; legitimacy, and democracy in counterinsurgency strategies
Notes for Beginners:
Counterinsurgency refers to the efforts made by a government to suppress or manage an armed rebellion. The article
explains that relying solely on military force often fails in the long run, as seen in Pakistan’s history with the Baloch
and Bengali uprisings. Instead, successful COIN strategies include cutting off insurgents' resources, maintaining
public trust, and adapting strategies to changing situations. For instance, in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh),
excessive military ‘force without addressing political demands led to Pakistan’s loss in 1971. Similarly, in
Balochistan, military victories have not prevented long-term unrest. The key lesson is that sustainable peace requires
not just military action'but-also governance, fairness, and development.
Facts and Figures:
e ' The RAND Corporation study analyzed 71 insurgencies from World War II to 2010, revealing that pure
military suppression is rarely successful.
o The median duration of an insurgency is 118 months (9.8 years), while the average duration is 128 months
(10.6 years).
e The shortest insurgency lasted 9 months (Bangladesh, 1971), whereas the longest persisted for 35 years
(Guatemala, 1960-1996).
e In 36 out of 71 cases, COIN forces failed due to lack of legitimacy and governance reforms.
e 26 out of 30 COIN campaigns without a democratic transition ended in failure.
To sum up, The article works as a reminder that counterinsurgency is not just a military challenge but a political
one. While Pakistan’s security institutions emphasize force, historical evidence and global research indicate that a
sustainable solution lies in governance, legitimacy, and adaptability. The misinterpretation of research to justify
force-based policies risks prolonging conflicts rather than resolving them.
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20. Frozen relations

Summary:
The recent surge in tensions between Pakistan and India underscores the deep-seated mistrust shaping their relations.
The hijacking of the Jaffar Express in Balochistan reignited accusations from Pakistan's military, which blamed
India for backing militant groups, a claim reinforced by the 2016 arrest of RAW operative Kulbhushan Jadhav.
Meanwhile, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in a podcast with Lex Fridman, accused Pakistan of sponsoring
terrorism, further solidifying India's rigid stance. This war of words, far from being new, has effectively frozen
diplomatic engagement, with India dismissing backchannel negotiations while maintaining that Pakistan must first
accept the revocation of Article 370 in Kashmir as the starting point for any future dialogue. The strained ties are
exacerbated by India's strategic approach of politically demonizing Pakistan, a narrative amplified by its media.
Efforts to normalize relations remain at an impasse, as the two countries find themselves locked in irreconcilable
positions. While Pakistan seeks a backchannel mechanism, India insists on handling crises through existing
frameworks. This diplomatic deadlock dates back to August 5, 2019, when India unilaterally revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's special status, prompting Pakistan to downgrade diplomatic ties and halt trade. With India refusing to
revisit its decision and Pakistan unwilling to concede its stance on Kashmir, formal talks remain unlikely. However,
low-level diplomatic interactions continue in areas like wvisa. issuance and religious pilgrimages—symbolic
engagements that lack the weight to thaw relations. The larger question remains whether leadership on both sides
will ever exhibit the political will necessary to break this frozen state, or if entrenched hostility will continue to
dictate the course of their relations.
Overview:
Pakistan-India relations remain tense, fueled by accusations of terrorism and rigid political stances. Pakistan blames
India for fomenting unrest, particularly in Balochistan; while India insists Pakistan harbors terrorist elements. The
core dispute remains Kashmir, with India treating the revocation of Article 370 as irreversible and Pakistan refusing
to accept it. Diplomatic engagement has stalled, leaving only minor cooperative measures in place.
NOTES:
Pakistan and India’s diplomatic standoffis a classic example of international relations shaped by history, security
concerns, and political narratives. Pakistan’s accusation of Indian interference, backed by RAW operative
Kulbhushan Jadhav’s arrest, reflects broader regional security dilemmas. The 2019 abrogation of Article 370 and
its implications for Kashmir demonstrate the complexities of sovereignty disputes under UN resolutions. India’s
hardline stance under the BJP, emphasizing national security while demonizing Pakistan, aligns with realist foreign
policy approaches. The absence of formal dialogue and reliance on ad-hoc crisis management highlight South Asia’s
fragile peace architecture, where nuclear deterrence prevents war but does not foster stability.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

o International Relations (Pakistan-India relations, conflict resolution)

o Pakistan Affairs (Kashmir dispute, National Security)

e Political Science (State-sponsored terrorism, diplomatic engagements)

e Strategic Studies (Regional security, nuclear deterrence)
Notes for beginners:
Pakistan and India have a long history of conflict, primarily over Kashmir, which both countries claim. In 2019,
India revoked Article 370, removing Kashmir’s special status, leading Pakistan to cut trade and diplomatic ties.
Recently, a train hijacking in Balochistan led Pakistan to accuse India of supporting terrorists, while India’s Prime
Minister Modi claimed Pakistan was waging a proxy war. These allegations have halted diplomatic talks, but minor
agreements, like the Kartarpur Corridor for Sikh pilgrims, still exist. Similar to how the US and Russia engage
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cautiously despite their rivalry, Pakistan and India’s ties remain tense but require communication to prevent
escalation.
Facts and figures:

e Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian spy, was arrested in 2016 and confessed to supporting militants in

Balochistan.

e India revoked Article 370 on August 5, 2019, stripping Kashmir of its autonomy.

e Formal dialogue between Pakistan and India has been suspended for over five years.

o Bilateral trade between Pakistan and India fell from $2 billion in 2018 to near zero post-2019.

e More than 70,000 people have died due to Pakistan-India conflicts and terrorisms
To wrap up, Pakistan-India relations remain frozen, burdened by historical grievances and conflicting national
interests. While backchannel diplomacy could help ease tensions, India’s rigid position on Kashmir and Pakistan’s
unwillingness to shift its stance prevent meaningful engagement. Until both sides display political pragmatism,
diplomatic breakthroughs will remain elusive, leaving regional stability at the mercy of recurring crises.
Difficult words and meanings:

o Fraught — full of tension or distress (syn: tense, strained; ant:‘calm, easygoing)

o Impassé — a deadlock or stalemate (syn: stalemate, gridlock; ant: resolution, breakthrough)

e Reiterate — to repeat or emphasize (syn: restate, reaffirm; ant: retract, withdraw)

e  Unilateral — undertaken by one party without agreement (syn: independent, one-sided; ant: bilateral, mutual)

e Modus vivendi — an arrangement allowing coexistence (syn: compromise, truce; ant: conflict, hostility)

e Demonize — portray as wicked or evil (syn:vilify, malign; ant: praise, commend)

21. Hard state, soft state

Summary:

The article "Hard State, Soft State" critically examines Pakistan’s governance challenges, particularly in
Balochistan, where decades of political marginalization and military responses have fueled resentment and
insurgencies. The author argues that Pakistan’s reliance on force is symptomatic of a weak, soft state rather than a
hard, capable one:. Referencing Gunnar Myrdal’s concept of a "soft state," the article highlights Pakistan’s
governance failures, lack of effective law enforcement, and deep-seated political inertia. The persistent use of
military solutions instead of addressing core grievances, particularly those of the Baloch and Pakhtun communities,
has only worsened the situation, providing external actors with opportunities to exploit instability. The article warns
that a continued hard-handed approach will lead to irreparable damage, drawing parallels to historical failures, such
as the disintegration of East Pakistan.

The writer calls for a Nelson Mandela-like reconciliation initiative to heal national wounds without prosecuting past
injustices, emphasizing civilian supremacy, judicial independence, and democratic governance. He critiques the
self-defeating policies that prioritize short-term military gains over long-term stability, arguing that Pakistan is stuck
in a "low-level equilibrium" where societal resilience ensures survival despite state failures. The piece also
contextualizes Pakistan’s struggles within broader global challenges, from climate crises to geopolitical conflicts,
cautioning that a failing state has little chance of long-term survival. Without a shift from force to meaningful
governance reforms, Pakistan risks deepening its crisis and alienating its own people further.

Overview:

The article provides an in-depth analysis of Pakistan’s internal governance crisis, particularly in Balochistan. It
argues that Pakistan’s reliance on force is a sign of weakness rather than strength and highlights the long-term
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consequences of military suppression. The author suggests that a true resolution requires national reconciliation,
institutional reforms, and addressing historical grievances to prevent further alienation of marginalized
communities.
NOTES:
The article explores the contrasting notions of a "hard state" and a "soft state," highlighting Pakistan's struggle with
governance, military intervention, and political instability. It analyzes the state's reliance on force to address
complex sociopolitical issues, particularly in Balochistan, where historical grievances have fueled unrest. The
persistent marginalization and suppression of the Baloch people have led to deep-rooted alienation, which, if not
addressed through reconciliation, could exacerbate national instability. The author references Gunnar Myrdal’s
concept of a "soft state" to describe Pakistan’s weak governance, corruption, and inability to enforce law effectively,
emphasizing that military measures alone cannot resolve deeply entrenched societal conflicts. Comparisons with
India’s relative progress in overcoming the "soft state" syndrome further underline Pakistan’s stagnation in
addressing governance failures. Anatol Lieven’s perspective on Pakistan as a resilient yet chaotic country suggests
that its survival is driven more by societal endurance than state intervention. The article calls for a Nelson Mandela-
like reconciliation initiative to heal the nation and restore trust in governance. It-warns that ignoring democratic
principles and constitutional supremacy in favor of short-term military solutions could lead to irreversible
consequences, much like past political miscalculations that led to'national crises.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs: Civil-militar relations, governance issues, and provincial autonomy.
e Political Science: State theory, governance models, and political stability.
o International Relations: Regional conflicts, foreign interference, and global governance models
Notes for Beginners:
A "soft state" is a country where governance is weak, laws are not effectively enforced, and corruption is
widespread. For example, in Pakistan, the government struggles to control militancy and address ethnic grievances.
Balochistan, the country’s largest province, has faced decades of unrest because the central government has not
fully addressed its economic and political concerns. Instead of resolving these issues through dialogue, the
government often uses military force, which makes people feel more alienated. Historical lessons, such as the
separation of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), show that ignoring such grievances can lead to serious consequences.
The author suggests a national reconciliation strategy similar to what Nelson Mandela did in South Africa, where
past injustices were acknowledged, but efforts were made to unite the country rather than punish individuals.
Facts and Figures:
o ' Balochistan has seen multiple insurgencies since Pakistan’s independence in 1947, mainly due to political
and economic marginalization.
e  Gunnar Myrdal’s Asian Drama (1968) introduced the concept of a "soft state" to describe countries with
weak governance and law enforcement.
e In 2011, Anatol Lieven’s book Pakistan: A Hard Country described Pakistan’s enduring societal resilience
despite governance failures.
e Pakistan’s military expenditures remain high, yet political instability and governance issues persist.
e Genocide Watch has issued multiple alerts regarding India’s treatment of minorities, highlighting regional
instability.
To wrap up, The article presents a sobering critique of Pakistan’s governance failures, arguing that military force
cannot be a substitute for inclusive and effective governance. The central argument is that Pakistan’s approach to
internal conflicts, particularly in Balochistan, reflects a deeper crisis of governance where state power is used to
suppress rather than resolve grievances. Without a shift toward democratic accountability, justice, and national
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reconciliation, Pakistan risks deepening its internal divisions and further destabilizing its already fragile
political landscape.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Counterterrorism — Strategies used to prevent terrorism (synonyms: anti-terrorism, security measures;
antonyms: terrorism, insurgency).
e Alienation — Feeling of being isolated or estranged (synonyms: estrangement, isolation; antonyms:
inclusion, belonging).
o Metastasized — Spread and worsened (synonyms: escalated, expanded; antonyms: contained, mitigated).
e Reconciliation — Restoration of friendly relations (synonyms: settlement, peace-making; antonyms:
conflict, hostility).
e Resilience — Ability to recover from difficulties (synonyms: toughness, endurance; antonyms: fragility,
weakness).

22. A predator state

Summary:

Pakistan exemplifies a ‘predator state,” where a narrow elite exploits the system at the cost of the masses, leading
to governance failures and deepening insurgencies in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The military's
approach to coercion, rather than political resolution, has exacerbated tensions, alienating the population and fueling
violence. The reliance on force without addressing fundamental grievances has created an unaccountable state that
continues to lose public trust. Suppressing democratic demands, militarizing governance, and failing to ensure basic
rights have turned Pakistan into a fragile federation, where discontent festers in multiple provinces.

Despite the rhetoric of making Pakistan a ‘hard state,’ the unchecked use of power signifies weakness rather than
strength. The erosion of the judiciary’s independence and the dominance of a security-driven establishment have
further deteriorated state institutions. The regime’s disregard for provincial grievances, such as unilateral
development projects in-Punjab, has fueled regional resentments, further straining national unity. True strength lies
in accountability, justice, and governance rooted in public trust. A state that treats its citizens as adversaries paves
the way for its own decline, and Pakistan must urgently shift from authoritarian repression to genuine political
resolution.

Overview:

The article critically examinesPakistan’s governance crisis, highlighting the failure of coercive policies in
addressing insurgencies and public discontent. It argues that the state’s reliance on force over political engagement
weakens national security rather than strengthening it. The lack of accountability, suppression of fundamental rights,
and centralized power have fueled instability, making Pakistan vulnerable to both internal and external threats. The
writer emphasizes that a nation’s strength does not come from military might alone but from governance that
upholds justice and public trust.

NOTES:

Pakistan’s governance crisis is rooted in the absence of political accountability and an overreliance on coercion to
suppress dissent. Balochistan’s persistent insurgency and unrest in other provinces reflect a state disconnected from
its people. The military’s role in governance, rather than strengthening national security, has deepened instability.
The article also touches on the judiciary’s compromised independence, reinforcing the argument that institutions
must function autonomously to ensure the rule of law. Furthermore, the discussion on inter-provincial grievances,
particularly Punjab’s economic dominance, highlights the structural imbalances within the federation. A predatory
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state, as described by the author, prioritizes elite interests over national welfare, and unless governance reforms are
enacted, the federation risks further fragmentation.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs: Governance issues, center-province relations, and insurgencies in Balochistan and KP
e Political Science: The concept of a predator state, governance failures, and authoritarianism
o International Relations: Internal instability’s impact on Pakistan’s external vulnerabilities
e Current Affairs: The role of the judiciary, civil-military relations, and regional grievances
Notes for Beginners:
A predator state is a government where a small group of elites control policies for their.benefit while the general
population suffers. In Pakistan, this has led to severe unrest, especially in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
where people feel alienated due to state oppression. The government’s strategy of using military force instead of
addressing public grievances has made the situation worse. Instead of bringing peace, the excessive use of power
has fueled more violence and distrust. A strong state does not rely only on force; it gains strength by ensuring justice,
fairness, and accountability. Pakistan's governance problems also stem from ignoring provincial concerns, like
Punjab’s economic advantage over other provinces, whichrbreeds resentment. A nation can only be stable if its
institutions function independently and the people trust their leaders. Otherwise, continued repression will weaken
the federation and increase instability.
Facts and Figures:
e Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest province by land but remains the most underdeveloped region in the
country.
e The province has experienced multiple insurgencies since Pakistan’s independence, with the latest wave
intensifying since the early 2000s.
e The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has repeatedly reported enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings in Balochistan.
e Pakistan’s judiciary has been ranked among the least independent in global governance indexes due to
increasing political interference.
e Punjab contributes over 50% of Pakistan’s GDP, while Balochistan receives only a fraction of national
development funds, exacerbating regional tensions.
To wrap up, Pakistan's governance crisis stems from its inability to balance power between state institutions and
public representation. A hard state is not defined by its military strength but by its ability to ensure justice,
accountability, and governance .that includes all citizens. The continued suppression of democratic rights and
provincial grievances is pushing the country toward further instability. Without meaningful political reforms, the
current trajectory risks deepening internal divisions and weakening the federation.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
o Predator State: A system where elites exploit resources at the expense of the general population (Synonym:s:
exploitative state, corrupt governance | Antonyms: welfare state, just governance)
o Coercion: The use of force or threats to achieve compliance (Synonyms: compulsion, oppression |
Antonyms: persuasion, diplomacy)
e Militarization: The process of equipping or strengthening military control over a region or state (Synonyms:
armament, fortification | Antonyms: demilitarization, pacification)
e Discontent: Dissatisfaction or unrest within a population (Synonyms: resentment, frustration | Antonyms:
contentment, harmony)
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23. Mobilising advocacy for Pakistan in the US!

Summary:
The article brings to light Pakistan’s dire need for strategic advocacy in the United States, emphasizing the untapped
potential of various groups with deep ties to both nations. The author recounts an event at the Pakistan Embassy in
Washington, where former American residents of Pakistan reminisced about their time in the country. This gathering
acts as a testament to Pakistan’s rich human capital in the US—ranging from Pakistani=Americans, who wield
electoral and grassroots influence, to ‘“Americanized-Pakistanis,” who navigate both cultures with finesse. The
article argues that while these communities can champion Pakistan’s cause, they lack coordination and strategic
guidance. Without proper direction, their efforts are often diluted, and their impact remains minimal. The
government must engage these individuals effectively, ensuring they communicate in @ manner that resonates with
US policymakers.
The article further classifies another crucial group: "Gora-Pakistanis," former international school students with
deep-rooted nostalgia for Pakistan, many of whom now hold key positions in US government agencies, academia,
and business sectors. Their understanding of Pakistan’s cultureand security landscape makes them valuable assets
in combating negative stereotypes. Lastly, the piece highlights American professionals who once served in Pakistan,
now leading think tanks and policy institutions. These individuals possess firsthand experience of the country’s
realities and can be instrumental in shaping a more balanced US narrative on Pakistan. The crux of the argument is
that Pakistan has substantial advocacy:resources within the US, yet these remain underutilized due to a lack of
strategic mobilization. If Pakistan identifies, guides, and unites these voices, it can shift perceptions and foster
stronger bilateral relations.
Overview:
The article underscores Pakistan's need to leverage its diaspora and American allies for effective advocacy in the
US. It categorizes key groups and stresses the importance of strategic mobilization. The author argues that while
Pakistanis in the US have influence, their efforts are fragmented and ineffective without proper direction.
Harnessing these resources could enhance Pakistan's image and policy engagement in Washington.
NOTES:
The article provides in-depth analysis of Pakistan’s need for strategic advocacy in the US, emphasizing the role of
the Pakistani. diaspora;, Americanized Pakistanis, and former US residents of Pakistan in shaping foreign policy
narratives. It highlights how over a million Pakistani-Americans, despite their economic and political influence,
lack coordination and strategic guidance, limiting their impact. The "Americanized-Pakistanis," though fewer in
number, hold key positions in government, law, and multinational corporations, making them valuable for advocacy.
Another important group, the "Gora-Pakistanis," consisting of former international school students in Pakistan, now
occupy influential positions in US policymaking and academia, with a deep understanding and appreciation of
Pakistan. Additionally, former American officials who served in Pakistan hold leadership roles in major think tanks,
offering an opportunity to leverage their expertise and connections. The article argues that while Pakistan possesses
strong advocacy resources within the US, their potential remains untapped due to a lack of mobilization. By
identifying, organizing, and guiding these groups with a clear strategic vision, Pakistan can counter prevailing
misconceptions, strengthen its global image, and improve diplomatic relations with the US
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (Pakistan-US relations, soft power, and advocacy)

e Political Science (Diaspora influence, lobbying, and political mobilization)
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e Current Affairs (Pakistan’s foreign policy challenges and global image)
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how Pakistan can improve its image in the US by using the influence of different communities.
There are millions of Pakistanis living in the US, but they are not effectively working together to change negative
perceptions. Some of them send money back to Pakistan and have political power in the US, but they don’t know
how to communicate with American policymakers. Others, like "Gora-Pakistanis" (foreigners who lived in
Pakistan), understand the country well and now hold important jobs in the US government and business world. If
Pakistan can bring these people together and guide them, they can help the country get more support and change
how it is seen in America.
Facts and Figures:
e Over 1 million Pakistani-Americans reside in the US.
e Only 5% of them are fully "Americanized" but hold significant influence.
o Thousands of "Gora-Pakistanis" have lived in Pakistan and now hold key positions in the, US government.
e Many former US officials who worked in Pakistan now lead top think tanks.
e Pakistan has the world’s 5th largest population, making strong international advocacy pivotal.
To wrap up, Pakistan holds immense potential to reshape its global narrative, but its efforts remain fragmented. The
article highlights that mere reliance on paid lobbyists is futile when Pakistan already has influential allies in the US.
By mobilizing the diaspora, engaging former residents, and tapping into the knowledge of ex-officials, Pakistan can
counter misconceptions and strengthen bilateral relations. Without strategic advocacy, however, the country will
continue to be misrepresented on the global stage.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
Advocacy — Public support for a cause (Syn: Endorsement, Ant: Opposition)
Herculean — Requiring great effort(Syn: Arduous, Ant: Simple)
Prevalent — Widespread (Syn: Common, Ant: Rare)
Diaspora — People settled far from their ancestral homeland (Syn: Expatriates, Ant: Natives)
Caveats — Warnings or limitations (Syn: Conditions, Ant: Assurances)
Convergence — Coming together (Syn: Unification, Ant: Divergence)
Remiss — Negligent (Syn: Careless, Ant: Diligent)
Mobilization ~ Organizing for action (Syn: Activation, Ant: Inactivity)
Misconception — Incorrect understanding (Syn: Misunderstanding, Ant: Clarity)

24. USAID exit: Pak’s next steps

Summary:

The abrupt dismantling of USAID under the Trump administration has sent shockwaves through Pakistan’s
development landscape, where the agency has been a financial lifeline for decades. With nearly $30 billion injected
into critical sectors such as health, education, agriculture, and infrastructure, the sudden withdrawal threatens to
upend socio-economic stability. Women, children, and marginalized communities stand to bear the brunt, as
USAID-funded programs in maternal healthcare, disease control, and literacy face potential collapse. The impact is
already being felt, with hundreds of workers laid off in Sindh following the shutdown of a US-funded tuberculosis
control project. With 1.7 million individuals, including Afghan refugees, at risk of losing vital support, the
consequences could be dire. The crisis underscores Pakistan’s long-standing reliance on foreign aid and highlights
an urgent need for self-sufficiency in development financing.
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However, every cloud has a silver lining. While the departure of USAID will pose substantial challenges, it also
presents an opportunity for Pakistan to redefine its developmental strategies. Economist Shahid Hasan Siddiqui sees
this as a wake-up call to restructure resource allocation and foster economic discipline. By diversifying funding
sources—engaging bilateral and multilateral donors, mobilizing domestic resources, and leveraging private sector
investments—Pakistan can mitigate the financial shortfall. Strengthening governance, ensuring transparency, and
enhancing public-private partnerships could prove instrumental in sustaining development momentum. Instead of
lamenting the loss, Pakistan must seize this moment to stand on its own feet, embracing resilience and innovation
to secure a sustainable future.
Overview:
The article highlights the repercussions of USAID’s withdrawal from Pakistan, emphasizing the significant socio-
economic challenges it poses. It details the potential collapse of critical development programs and job losses,
particularly in vulnerable communities. However, it also presents an alternative path forward, advocating for self-
reliance through diversified funding sources, private sector engagement, and governance reforms. The writer
stresses that while the exit of USAID is a setback, it is also a pivotal opportunity for Pakistan to reimagine its
development model.
NOTES:
The USAID exit raises critical questions about Pakistan’s dependency on foreign aid and its implications for socio-
economic development. It illustrates the necessity of diversifying financial resources, strengthening institutional
capacity, and ensuring accountability in development initiatives. Additionally, the discussion on public-private
partnerships highlights the role of private sector investment in nation-building. Understanding this transition is
essential for analyzing Pakistan’s development trajectory, international relations, and economic policies in the
context of self-sufficiency.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs — Foreign aid dependency, governance, and economic resilience

o International Relations — Impact of USAID withdrawal on Pakistan-US ties

e Economic & Development Studies — Self-reliance, resource allocation, and financial sustainability

e Public Administration — Role of governance, transparency, and institutional reforms
Notes for Beginners:
Foreign aid has long been a major source of funding for Pakistan’s development projects, much like a safety net
supporting various sectors. USAID, a US government agency, has provided financial assistance to Pakistan for
decades; helping build hospitals, schools, and energy projects. Now that this support is being withdrawn, Pakistan
faces a major challenge—Tlike suddenly losing a crutch before learning to walk independently. However, this is also
a chance for the country to grow stronger by generating its own resources. For example, if the government improves
tax collection and encourages businesses to invest in social projects, Pakistan can reduce its reliance on foreign aid
and ensure long-term development without external dependency.
Facts and Figures:

e USAID has invested nearly $30 billion in Pakistan’s development over the years.

o The Development Objectives Assistance Agreement (DOAG) allocated $445.6 million for Pakistan over

five years.

e 1.7 million people, including 1.2 million Afghan refugees, will be directly affected by the funding cuts.

e Over 100 workers in Sindh were laid off following the closure of a US-funded tuberculosis control program.

e Five energy projects and four economic initiatives face potential shutdown due to USAID’s exit.
To wrap up, The departure of the USAID marks a defining moment for Pakistan—either the country finds ways to
stand on its own feet or risks slipping into deeper economic and social turmoil. While the challenges are steep, they

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




neQ

are not insurmountable. If Pakistan takes decisive steps toward financial self-sufficiency, strengthens governance,
and encourages private sector involvement, it can turn this crisis into an opportunity for long-term stability. The
time for action is now—Pakistan must seize the moment and chart a course toward a more resilient and self-
reliant future.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Dismantling — Systematic destruction or deconstruction (Syn: disbanding, breaking down | Ant: assembling,
constructing)
e (Cessation — The end or termination of something (Syn: halt, discontinuation | Ant: continuation, persistence)
e Disproportionately — To an extent that is out of balance (Syn: excessively, overly{Ant: fairly, equally)
e Exacerbate — To worsen or aggravate a situation (Syn: intensify, amplify | Ant: alleviate, ease)
e Resilience — The ability to recover from difficulties (Syn: endurance, toughness | Ant: fragility, weakness)
e Mobilization — The act of organizing or preparing for action (Syn: deployment, activation | Ant: inaction,
stagnation)

25. Global inequality: Causes, consequences & solutions

Summary:

Global inequality is an ever-widening chasm that divides the world into haves and have-nots, shaping economic,
political, and social landscapes. The concentration of wealth in the hands of a few, coupled with stagnating wages
for the lower classes, has fueled disparities that threaten global stability. The World Inequality Lab reports that while
the top 10% control over half of global income, the bottom 50% struggle with a meager 8%, reinforcing a system
where privilege breeds privilege. Factors such as tax policies favoring the elite, corporate monopolies, and financial
deregulation have exacerbated the situation. Education, often touted as the great equalizer, ironically perpetuates
this divide, as economic barriers prevent millions from accessing quality learning opportunities. In developing
countries, limited access to education keeps poverty cycles intact, while even in developed nations, higher education
remains largely the privilege of the affluent. Political inequality also plays a pivotal role, where money dictates
policy-making, ensuring that the interests of the rich are prioritized over those of the majority. Gender disparities
further entrench economic divides, with women shouldering unpaid labor and earning significantly less than men
for the same work. Additionally, land ownership patterns in developing regions and geopolitical crises, such as war
and sanctions, disproportionately impact the most vulnerable, aggravating the cycle of inequality.

Addressing this erisis requires a multifaceted approach, drawing lessons from countries like Sweden and Denmark,
which have successfully curtailed inequality through progressive taxation and robust social services. Increased
government spending on education, as seen in Rwanda’s literacy surge, and the implementation of equal pay laws,
like those in Iceland, have demonstrated tangible progress. Corporate regulations must be reinforced to dismantle
monopolies and curb tax evasion, ensuring that wealth is distributed more equitably. Furthermore, aligning national
policies with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) could provide a framework for fostering
inclusive growth. Without decisive action, inequality will continue to erode democracy, economic progress, and
social harmony, sowing seeds of unrest that threaten global peace. The unchecked rise of disparity is not merely an
economic issue but a moral imperative that demands urgent redress. The road to a just world may be steep, but
inaction will only tighten the shackles of inequality, leaving future generations to inherit a world fraught with
division and instability.

Overview:

The article sheds light on the deepening crisis of global inequality, exploring its root causes, consequences, and
possible solutions. It highlights the staggering income disparity, the role of economic and political structures in
maintaining this divide, and the impact of gender and educational inequities. The article argues that unchecked
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inequality is not only an economic setback but also a threat to global stability, advocating for structural reforms
such as progressive taxation, educational investments, and corporate regulations to bridge the gap. The author
emphasizes that without urgent action, economic disparity will continue to undermine social harmony and
sustainable development.
NOTES :
The article underscores the structural barriers to economic equity, such as tax policies favoring the elite,
monopolistic corporate practices, and financial deregulation. It also discusses how political systems exacerbate
economic disparity by prioritizing elite interests, making this a relevant topic for governance and public policy
discussions. Gender and educational inequalities are also key aspects, linking the issue to-human rights and social
justice. For policy-oriented questions, the article provides examples of successful strategies in.various countries,
offering insights into how progressive taxation, investment in education, and corporate accountability can mitigate
inequality.
Related CSS Syllabus Topics:
o International Relations: Global economic structures and inequality
e Economic Affairs: Tax policies, financial deregulation, and income disparity
e Governance & Public Policy: The role of political systems in economic inequality
e Gender Studies: The impact of economic disparity on women
e Sociology: Social mobility, education, and class divisions
Notes for Beginners:
Global inequality refers to the uneven distribution of wealth, resources, and opportunities across different regions
and social groups. This disparity creates a world where a small fraction of people control enormous wealth while
billions struggle to meet basic needs. The World Inequality Lab highlights that the richest 10% earn over half of the
world’s income, while the bottom 50% share a mere 8%. Economic systems often favor the wealthy through policies
like tax breaks, monopolies, and financial deregulation, making upward mobility difficult for the underprivileged.
Education, often seen as a solution, ironically reinforces inequality, as high tuition fees in many countries prevent
lower-income groups from accessing quality institutions. Political structures further deepen the divide, as wealthy
individuals and corporations influence policies to serve their interests. Additionally, gender inequality remains a
pressing issue, with women earning significantly less than men and shouldering the majority of unpaid labor.
Countries withprogressive taxation, free education, and strict regulations against wealth concentration, like Sweden
and Denmark, have managed to reduce inequality. Without such reforms, the global wealth gap will continue to
widen, leading to increased poverty, social unrest, and political instability.
Facts and Figures:
e The top 10% of earners receive 52% of global income, while the bottom 50% share only 8% (World
Inequality Lab).
o In the last 40 years, real wages for the bottom 50% have stagnated, while the wealth of the top 1% has
surged (IMF).
e The top 10% of earners in Europe control 36% of national income, while in Africa, the figure is 55%.
e Nearly 258 million children worldwide are out of school, with over 30% in sub-Saharan Africa (UNESCO).
e Inthe U.S., students from the top income quartile are nearly eight times more likely to earn a college degree
than those from the lowest quartile.
e  Women worldwide earn, on average, 16% less than men for the same work (World Economic Forum).
e By 2030, an estimated 60% of the world’s poor will live in conflict-affected areas (World Bank).
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e Rwanda’s free primary education policy significantly improved literacy rates, demonstrating the power of
equitable education policies.
e Sweden and Denmark have reduced inequality through high wealth taxes and a robust social welfare
system.
To sum up, The article makes a compelling case that global inequality is not just an economic problem but a social
and political crisis that threatens global stability. Without immediate reforms, the world will continue down a path
where the gap between the rich and poor becomes insurmountable, fueling unrest and conflict. Countries that have
taken proactive steps, such as progressive taxation and strong social welfare systems, demonstrate that reducing
inequality is possible with the right policies. However, if left unchecked, the growing-divide could undermine
democracy and economic progress, leaving millions trapped in cycles of poverty. The time to act is now—because
a world riddled with inequality is a world heading toward chaos.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Disparity — A great difference (syn: inequality, discrepancy | ant: equality, similarity)
e Exacerbate — To make a problem worse (syn: aggravate, intensify | ant: alleviate, mitigate)
e Crony capitalism — An economic system where business success depends on close ties to government
officials (syn: favoritism, nepotism | ant: meritocracy, fair competition)
e Prohibitive — Too expensive or restrictive to afford (syn: exorbitant, excessive | ant: affordable, reasonable)
e Autocratic — Relating to a ruler with absolute power (syn: dictatorial, authoritarian | ant: democratic,
participatory)
e Feudal — A system where landowners control laborers (syn: medieval, hierarchical | ant: modern,
egalitarian)
e Sanctions — Penalties imposed to enforce compliance (syn: embargo, restriction | ant: aid, support)
e Monopolies — Exclusive control over a market (syn: cartel, dominance | ant: competition, diversity)
e Redistribution — The process of reallocating wealth or resources (syn: reallocation, reassigning | ant:
accumulation, concentration)
e Inequity — Lack of fairness (syn: injustice, imbalance | ant: fairness, equality)
e Sustainable —Able to be maintained over time (syn: viable, enduring | ant: unsustainable, short-lived)

26. The US abandons Ukraine

Summary:

The article looks into the shifting geopolitical landscape as the United States reconfigures its stance on the Ukraine-
Russia conflict, signaling:a retreat from its long-standing commitment to Kyiv. President Donald Trump’s remarks,
labeling Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky as a "dictator" and accusing him of escalating the war, set the
stage for Washington’s pivot away from Ukraine. The Trump administration's diplomatic maneuvers—including his
call with Putin, high-level talks in Riyadh, and a speech at the Munich Security Conference—underscore the U.S.’s
growing detachment from its European allies and closer alignment with Moscow. The Europeans, caught off guard,
perceive this as a betrayal, especially as Washington downplays Russia’s aggression and leaves Ukraine out of peace
negotiations. While Trump eyes a mineral deal from Ukraine as compensation for past military aid, Zelensky’s
refusal fuels further tensions. The U.S.'s actions, from supporting a UN resolution that omits mention of Russian-
occupied Ukrainian territories to withdrawing material aid, have not only weakened Ukraine’s bargaining power
but also cast doubts on America’s commitment to European security.
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Amid this unfolding drama, European leaders scramble to reassess their defense strategies, realizing their heavy
reliance on the U.S. for military security has left them vulnerable. Their attempt to chart an independent course,
however, lacks coherence and urgency, given Russia’s looming threat. Meanwhile, Trump's foreign policy approach
extends beyond Ukraine, with overtures to China aimed at reducing defense expenditures while remaining silent on
Indo-Pacific strategies. The article highlights that Washington's disengagement from Ukraine is more than just a
policy shift; it represents a fundamental transformation in global power dynamics, where traditional alliances are
being redefined. As the U.S. washes its hands of Ukraine’s fate, Europe is left at a crossroads, forced to navigate its
security future without its most powerful ally.
Overview:
The article examines the United States' evolving stance on the Ukraine war, with President Trump moving away
from NATO allies and leaning towards diplomatic ties with Russia. Washington’s strategic realignment has unsettled
European nations, who now grapple with the reality of their military dependence on the U.S. While Trump criticizes
Zelensky and distances America from the conflict, Europe struggles to formulate an independent security policy.
The geopolitical shift underscores the broader implications of a multipolar world order, where American priorities
are shifting and European security is at risk.
NOTES:
The article highlights critical aspects of international relations, particularly power politics, diplomatic realignments,
and the changing nature of military alliances. The U.S.'s disengagement from Ukraine and its warming ties with
Russia signal a shift in global power structures, with Europe caught in a precarious position. The discussion on
NATO’s declining influence, Trump’s transactional diplomacy, and Europe’s struggle for military independence
provides intuitions into the fragile nature of international security frameworks. Furthermore, the article touches
upon economic diplomacy, as evidenced by the rare earth minerals deal, and underscores the strategic importance
of multipolarity in global politics.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations — U.S.-Russia relations, NATO’s strategic shifts, transatlantic security architecture

e  Current Affairs — Ukraine war, Trump’s foreign policy, European defense strategies

e Political Science — Diplomatic negotiations, shifting alliances, global power balance

e Strategic Studies — Military dependencies, nuclear arms control, regional security
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how the United States is stepping back from supporting Ukraine and is instead building closer
ties with-Russia. President Trump openly criticized Zelensky and made it clear that Ukraine no longer has America’s
full backing. This change has left European countries worried because they relied on U.S. military support to keep
Russia'in check. Meanwhile, Trump is also negotiating with China, trying to reduce its defense spending, but
remains silent about his plans for Asia. The article shows that international politics is about shifting alliances—
countries make decisions based on their interests, sometimes leaving their former allies behind. For example,
Ukraine had counted on NATO’s help, but now the U.S. does not even support its membership in the alliance. This
situation reveals how global power is constantly shifting, and nations must adapt to survive.
Facts and Figures:

e  Trump’s 90-minute call with Putin signaled a new phase in U.S.-Russia relations.

o The U.S. backed a UN resolution that excluded any mention of Russian-occupied Ukrainian territories.

o Europe announced Ukraine’s “irreversible” path to NATO in 2024, but the U.S. has since rejected its

inclusion.
e Trump’s proposed $500 billion rare earth minerals deal with Ukraine has been rejected by Zelensky.
o Key European leaders met in Paris to discuss defense strategies but failed to develop a concrete plan.
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To sum up, The article paints a stark picture of the shifting power dynamics in global politics, where old alliances
are being tested and new ones are forming. The U.S.’s withdrawal from Ukraine’s defense efforts marks a critical
juncture in international relations, pushing Europe to reconsider its security framework. Trump’s transactional
diplomacy, particularly regarding military aid and economic interests, sets the stage for a new era of strategic
realignments. As global power centers shift, the fate of smaller nations like Ukraine becomes a pawn in the hands
of larger geopolitical forces
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Transatlantic — Relating to countries on both sides of the Atlantic (especially U.S. and Europe) | Synonyms:
intercontinental, cross-Atlantic | Antonyms: local, regional
e Maneuver — A strategic movement or action to achieve a goal | Synonyms: tactic, operation | Antonyms:
miscalculation, blunder
e Annexation — The act of taking over a territory and making it part of another state | Synonyms: occupation,
seizure | Antonyms: withdrawal, relinquishment
e Omission — The act of leaving something out | Synonyms: exclusion, oversight | Antonyms: inclusion,
addition
e Bargaining power — The ability to negotiate favorable terms | Synonyms: leverage, influence | Antonyms:
disadvantage, weakness

27. The future of Ukraine

Summary:

The diplomatic landscape surrounding Ukraine has entered a new phase as the United States and Russia engage in
high-level negotiations in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, marking a departure from previous multilateral approaches.
Notably, Ukraine and European nations were absent from these discussions, raising concerns about Ukraine’s
sovereignty and Europe’s diminishing role in conflict resolution. Historically, Europe played a key role in mediating
regional disputes, yet the current bilateral approach suggests a decline in its influence, pushing European leaders to
reconsider their strategic autonomy. The exclusion of Ukraine has also sparked criticism from President Zelensky
and German Chancellor. Olaf Scholz, who insist that no decisions should be made without Ukraine’s direct
involvement. Meanwhile, former U.S. President Donald Trump has openly criticized Zelensky, labeling him a
"dictator without elections," a remark that has found favor in Moscow. These geopolitical maneuvers highlight the
shifting balance of power, with Washington and Moscow seemingly determining the fate of Ukraine while sidelining
regional stakeholders.

This development underscores broader global implications, as the success of U.S.-Russia talks could reshape
international diplomacy. If these discussions lead to a resolution, they may establish a precedent for resolving other
conflicts through great-power negotiations rather than regional interventions. However, Europe's absence from the
Riyadh talks has raised alarms over its declining geopolitical clout, potentially pushing the EU to bolster its defense
and diplomatic mechanisms independently of the U.S. The exclusion of Ukraine and European nations may
accelerate a shift toward a more assertive European security strategy, possibly leading to a unified defense
framework. While the talks may offer a renewed chance for peace, the sidelining of key regional actors raises
questions about long-term stability and the true agency of affected nations in global diplomacy.

Overview:

The article explores the evolving diplomatic framework surrounding Ukraine, particularly the recent U.S.-Russia
negotiations in Riyadh, which occurred without Ukraine or European nations. It highlights concerns over Ukraine’s
sovereignty and Europe’s diminishing influence in conflict resolution, emphasizing the shifting global power

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




-~ PEQ
W | VOO
dynamics. The exclusion of regional actors raises critical questions about international diplomacy and the role of
major powers in shaping conflicts.
NOTES:
The article provides an in-depth analysis of the shifting dynamics in international diplomacy, particularly the
transition from multilateral negotiations, such as the Minsk agreements, to direct bilateral talks between global
powers. It highlights the diminishing influence of European nations in resolving regional conflicts and the
increasing role of the United States and Russia in determining Ukraine’s future. The discussion also touches upon
the strategic recalibration of global alliances, with Saudi Arabia emerging as a key mediator. Trump's remarks on
Zelensky introduce an important perspective on U.S. foreign policy and its impact on the conflict, while the article
also highlights the broader implications for transatlantic relations and security strategies.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics
o International Relations (Great Power Politics, NATO-Russia Relations, U.S. Foreign Policy)
e Current Affairs (Ukraine Crisis, Middle East Diplomacy, Strategic Alliances)
e Political Science (State Sovereignty, Power Shifts in Global Politics)
e International Law (Diplomatic Agreements, Conflict. Resolution Mechanisms)
Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how the United States and Russia are holding direct talks about Ukraine’s future without
including Ukraine or European countries, which raises concerns about sovereignty and fair decision-making. It
explains that powerful nations sometimes negotiate conflicts on behalf of smaller countries, sidelining those directly
affected. The shift from group discussions, where multiple countries participate, to one-on-one negotiations between
major powers like the U.S. and Russiads an important geopolitical change. It also highlights how Saudi Arabia is
gaining importance as a mediator, showing that influence in global affairs is not limited to Western countries.
Additionally, the criticism from Trump towards Zelensky shows how political opinions in powerful nations can
shape international conflicts. These concepts help in understanding global politics, how countries interact, and why
international conflicts are often influenced by diplomatic decisions made far from the actual war zones.
Facts and Figures:
e U.S. and Russia engaged in the most significant negotiations since 2022 without Ukraine’s participation.
o FEuropean leaders criticized their exclusion from the talks, indicating a decline in their geopolitical
influence.
e Trump called Zelensky a "dictator without elections," a statement welcomed by Russian officials.
e The EU has spent €127 billion on Ukraine since the war began, despite economic challenges.
e . Saudi Arabia’s role as a mediator signifies its growing diplomatic influence.
To sum up, The U.S.-Russia talks in Riyadh mark a decisive moment in the Ukraine crisis, reshaping global
diplomacy while sidelining key regional players. The exclusion of Ukraine and Europe raises concerns over
sovereignty and the shifting balance of power. If these negotiations succeed, they could set a precedent for resolving
global conflicts through great-power diplomacy rather than multilateral cooperation. However, the sidelining of
Europe could push the continent toward greater strategic independence, altering global power structures
in the long run.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Bilateral — Involving two parties, usually countries (Syn: Mutual, Dual | Ant: Multilateral)
e Sovereignty — Supreme authority of a state to govern itself (Syn: Autonomy, Independence | Ant:
Dependence)
e Diplomatic inertia — A state of inaction or stagnation in international relations (Syn: Stalemate, Deadlock |
Ant: Progress)
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28. New World Order: From unipolar moment to multipolar
reality

Summary:
The article looks deeply into the transformation of the global power structure from an unipolar world, dominated
by the United States, to an emerging multipolar reality shaped by rising powers like China and Russia. It analyzes
the failure of the unipolar moment, highlighting the immense human and economic costs of US-led wars, as well
as the geopolitical instability exacerbated by military interventions and financial coercion. The USA’s attempts to
contain China through alliances like QUAD and AUKUS, coupled with its selective strategic partnerships, have
revealed inconsistencies in its foreign policy. Meanwhile, China has focused on economic expansion and diplomatic
engagement, evident in initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative and its push for de-dollarization. The growing
influence of multilateral organizations such as BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization signifies a shift
towards a global order that seeks to challenge Western hegemony through economic and diplomatic means rather
than military intervention.
The article underscores the growing dissatisfaction with Western-led financial mechanisms, which have been used
as geopolitical tools to pressure non-compliant states. Russia and China’s joint declaration against neocolonialism
and unilateralism reflects a broader movement towards restructuring global governance. With China leading in
technological advancements and economic outreach, and Russia asserting itself as a geopolitical counterweight, the
world is transitioning towards a multipolar system where power is distributed among multiple influential states. The
shift is further exemplified by the rise of regional economic and security. blocs that prioritize mutual development
over Western-led economic constraints./As the USA struggles with internal economic pressures and declining global
influence, the multipolar order presents an alternative framework that promises shared prosperity and a departure
from hegemonic control.
Overview:
The article critically examines the decline of US-led unipolarity and the rise of a multipolar world, driven by China's
economic expansion and Russia’s strategic resurgence. It highlights the failures of military interventionism, the
economic consequences of Western-led conflicts, and the increasing reliance on alternative financial mechanisms
to counter Western dominance. By analyzing key geopolitical shifts, the article presents a compelling case for the
emergence of a world order grounded in multilateral cooperation rather than unilateral hegemony.
NOTES:
Understanding the shift from unipolar to a multipolar world is essential for aspirants studying International
Relations, Political Science, and Global Governance. The article provides important analysis of how military
interventions, economic strategies, and diplomatic alliances shape global power structures. Key aspects such as the
weaponization of the dollar, the role of regional organizations like BRICS and SCO, and China's economic
diplomacy through BRI are crucial for analyzing global politics. Aspirants must also study the impact of US-China
competition, Indo-Pacific strategies, and the rise of non-Western financial systems to grasp the broader implications
of the evolving world order.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: US-China rivalry, rise of multipolarity, global security alliances

e Political Science: Evolution of global power structures, theories of hegemony

e  Current Affairs: BRICS expansion, SCO’s growing influence, China’s economic policies

e Global Governance: Role of international financial institutions, de-dollarization trends
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Notes for Beginners:

The world was once dominated by a single superpower, the USA, which controlled global politics, military actions,
and financial institutions. However, over time, other countries, especially China and Russia, have gained power,
leading to a multipolar world where multiple nations influence international affairs. The USA's involvement in wars
after 9/11 resulted in massive losses, both in human lives and economic costs, which weakened its position.
Meanwhile, China has focused on economic development, creating global projects like the Belt and Road Initiative,
which connects many countries through trade and infrastructure. Russia has also reasserted its position by
challenging Western influence. The rise of new economic groups like BRICS and SCO.shows that power is no
longer concentrated in the West. These changes mean that the future will be shaped by multiple powerful nations
rather than just one superpower. According to reports, BRICS now accounts for 44% of global crude oil production
and has overtaken the G7 in purchasing power parity, signaling a major economic shift.

Facts and Figures:

o Post-9/11 Wars: The USA spent $8 trillion on wars in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, and other
regions, leading to 940,000 direct military and civilian deaths and 3.6—3.8 million indirect deaths from
famine, food insecurity, and disease. (Brown University’s Watson Institute)

o FEuropean Conflicts: NATO and Russia collectively suffered over 1 million deaths and $1 trillion in
economic losses due to ongoing conflicts.

o Middle East Crisis: By the end of 2024, Israel’s attacks on Gaza resulted in 46,500 deaths, mostly women
and children, and caused billions of dollars in infrastructure damage. (Arab News)

e Global Armed Conflicts (2023):52 countries were engaged in.armed conflicts, with four classified as major
armed conflicts (10,000+ fatalities).and 20 high-intensity conflicts (1,000-9,999 fatalities). Total global
conflict-related deaths reached 170,700. (SIPRI Yearbook 2024)

o US-China Trade (2024): Despite geopolitical tensions, the USA and China had bilateral trade worth $583
billion.

¢ India-China Trade (2024): India traded $118 billion with China while receiving US support under its Indo-
Pacific Strategy.

e China’s Global Initiatives: China has signed 200+ cooperation agreements with 150+ countries and 30
international organizations across four continents.

e China’s Technological Dominance: Between 2019-2023, China led 57 out of 64 critical technology areas
(90%) in global research. (ASPI)

e  Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO): Represents half of the world’s population, includes four
nuclear-armed states; and accounts for 60% of the global economy.

e BRICS Expansion: With Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE joining, BRICS now controls 44% of global
crude oil production and has surpassed the G7 in GDP (PPP terms).

e China’s Yuan Trade (2023): 25% of China’s total trade was settled in Yuan, supporting global de-
dollarization efforts. (People’s Daily Online)

To wrap up, The transition from unipolar to a multipolar world is reshaping international politics, with China and
Russia leading efforts to establish a new global order free from Western dominance. As economic and strategic
alliances shift, the USA faces growing challenges in maintaining its influence. The rise of non-Western financial
systems, regional economic blocs, and alternative governance models signals the decline of US hegemony and the
dawn of a more balanced, multipolar global structure.
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Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Unipolarity — A global system dominated by a single superpower. (Syn: Hegemony, Monopolarity | Ant:
Multipolarity, Pluralism)

e Hegemonism — The practice of dominance by a powerful state over others. (Syn: Imperialism, Supremacy
| Ant: Equality, Balance)

e  Multipolarity — A system with multiple centers of power. (Syn: Pluralism, Polycentrism | Ant: Unipolarity,
Monopolarity)

e Encircle — To surround and restrict movement or influence. (Syn: Contain, Constrain | Ant: Liberate,
Expand)

o Arm-twisting — The use of pressure or coercion. (Syn: Coercion, Manipulation | Ant: Diplomacy,
Persuasion)

e Proxy War — A conflict where major powers support opposing sides indirectly. (Syn: Indirect war, Surrogate
war | Ant: Direct conflict, Peaceful resolution)

e De-dollarization — The process of reducing dependence on the US dollar in global trade. (Syn: Currency
diversification, Economic sovereignty | Ant: Dollarization, US financial dominance)

29. Humans without humanity: Crisis of our times

Summary:

The modern era, despite its technological advancements and material prosperity, has witnessed a profound erosion
of humanity. Luxury is celebrated, yet compassion is scarce, creating a stark divide between the wealthy and the
impoverished. The teachings of Islam, particularly the principles of Zakat and social justice, have long emphasized
the need for economic fairness, yet society has strayed from these values. Relationships have become superficial,
with digital connections replacing genuine human interactions. Social media has eclipsed spiritual engagement, and
materialism has taken precedence over moral enrichment. The Prophet (PBUH) advocated for sincerity, kindness,
and respect, yet these wvirtues are increasingly overshadowed by self-indulgence and neglect of ethical
responsibilities. In our relentless pursuit of success, we have lost the essence of what it means to be truly human.
This paradox extends to familial bonds, where the elderly, once revered, are now often disregarded. The Quran
commands kindness toward parents, yet modern society frequently neglects them. The obsession with material gain
has led to a detachment from spiritual and ethical obligations. Women are commodified in one part of the world
while struggling for dignity in another. The Prophet’s teachings on modesty and respect are overlooked in favor of
fleeting trends. Contentment, a concept deeply rooted in Islamic wisdom, has been replaced by an insatiable hunger
for wealth. We have mastered the art of making a living but failed to grasp the essence of living a meaningful life.
If we are to reclaim our lost humanity, we must return to sincerity, balance, and the timeless values that once defined
us.

Overview:

The article highlights the moral and ethical crises of the modern age, where technological progress has come at the
cost of human values. It discusses the growing disparity between the rich and the poor, the erosion of genuine
relationships, and the shift from spirituality to materialism. Drawing from [slamic teachings and historical examples,
it calls for a return to compassion, justice, and moral integrity.

NOTES:

This article provides an in-depth analysis of socio-economic disparities, ethical decay, and the consequences of
materialism. It presents an analytical perspective on social justice, emphasizing the need for economic balance as
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advocated in Islam. The article also highlights the impact of technology on human relationships, a relevant topic in
discussions on globalization and modernity. The Quranic verses and Hadiths cited in the article reinforce Islamic

ethical principles, making it a valuable reference for topics related to morality, social welfare, and human rights.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

Islamic Studies — Social justice in Islam, the role of Zakat, and moral guidance from the Quran and Hadith.
Sociology — The impact of modernity on relationships and societal values.

Ethics — The decline of moral principles and the consequences of materialism.

Current Affairs — Economic disparity and its implications on global stability.

Notes for Beginners:

Humanity is not just about existing; it is about living with values, ethics, and compassion. For example, in a single
city, thousands of people sleep hungry while others waste food at lavish parties. According to the World Bank,
global poverty still affects nearly 9% of the population, showing the stark divide between wealth and deprivation.
The article highlights how social media, instead of strengthening relationships, has created emotional distances.
Studies show that excessive smartphone use reduces face-to-face interactions, weakening emotional bonds. Islam
emphasizes the importance of family and social justice; however, modern society often neglects these principles.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stressed caring for parents, yet many elderly people today are abandoned in old-age
homes. If we embrace ethical living, prioritize relationships, and follow the values of kindness and justice, society
can restore lost humanity.

Facts and Figures:

Global Poverty and Wealth Disparity — According to the World Bank, around 9% of the world's population
lives in extreme poverty, surviving on less than $2.15 per day, while the world's richest 1% own nearly half
of global wealth (Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report).

Digital Disconnection — A study by the Pew Research Center found that 72% of people feel their
smartphones interfere with face-to-face interactions, leading to weaker relationships despite increased
digital connectivity.

Social Media vs. Spirituality — Research by the Global Web Index shows that the average person spends
2.5 hours daily on social media, while a report by the Islamic Research Foundation indicates that regular
Quranic recitation among Muslims has declined by 40% over the last two decades.

Elderly Neglect —According to the United Nations, 1 in 6 elderly people globally experience abuse or
neglect, while in many countries, traditional family structures that once supported aging parents are
breaking down.

Hunger vs. Food Waste — The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that while more than
828 million people suffer from hunger, nearly one-third of all food produced globally is wasted each year,
amounting to 1.3 billion tons of food.

Commodification of Women — The global fashion and entertainment industry is worth $2.5 trillion, yet
millions of women in underprivileged regions struggle to afford basic clothing. Meanwhile, human
trafficking remains a $150 billion industry, with women and girls making up 72% of all trafficked victims
(UNODC report).

Materialism and Declining Contentment — Studies show that despite rising global incomes, happiness levels
have stagnated, with the World Happiness Report ranking many high-income nations lower in life
satisfaction compared to more community-driven societies.
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To wrap up, The article functions as a wake-up call, urging society to reevaluate its priorities. Humanity is losing
its essence in the race for material success, leading to ethical decay and emotional emptiness. The wisdom of past
generations, rooted in faith and moral responsibility, must be revived to create a just, compassionate, and balanced
world. True progress lies not in wealth accumulation but in the ability to promote human connections and
uphold ethical values.

Difficult Words and Meaning

1. Paradox — A statement or situation that contradicts itself; dilemma, contradiction | clarity, consistency

2. Commodification — The process of treating something as a mere commodity; commercialization, exploitation |
preservation, respect

3. Insatiable — Impossible to satisfy; unquenchable, greedy | content, satisfied

4. Ethical — Relating to moral principles; righteous, just | corrupt, dishonest

5. Affluence — Wealth and prosperity; opulence, richness | poverty, deprivation

6. Dwindle — To diminish gradually; decline, shrink | increase, expand

7. Empathy — The ability to understand others’ feelings; compassion, sensitivity | indifference, apathy

8. Superficial — Lacking depth or substance; shallow, surface-level | profound, meaningful

30. Sustainable development crisis: Causes, consequences &
solutions

Summary:

The global sustainable development-erisis 1S an urgent reality, driven by reckless resource exploitation, economic
disparities, and political negligence. The excessive use of natural resources has led to alarming environmental
degradation, with the UN reporting a tripling of extraction since 1970, causing 90% of biodiversity loss and water
stress. The world's material consumption s set to double by 2060, further exacerbating the crisis. Adding to this,
the arms trade and military expenditures, standing at $2.2 trillion in 2023, drain resources away from pivotal areas
like climate action, education, and healthcare. Meanwhile, the persistence of fossil fuel dependency—accounting
for 80% of global energy—intensifies climate threats, particularly for developing nations. Structural inequalities
are another major impediment, with the top 1% controlling nearly 50% of global wealth. This concentration of
economicpower. undermines sustainable progress, as wealthy elites prioritize profit over environmental
responsibility. Consumerist cultures in affluent nations exacerbate the crisis, consuming resources as if Earth had
1.7 times its capacity, while poor nations struggle for survival, making sustainability a secondary concern. The lack
of political will to implement SDG-aligned policies, with only 30% of governments integrating sustainability into
governance, further complicates global efforts.

The road to sustainability demands a paradigm shift in global priorities. Transitioning to renewable energy is
essential, but the fossil fuel industry’s deep political influence hinders green reforms. Public awareness and
education must be strengthened to instill sustainability consciousness from an early age. Developed nations, having
exploited resources disproportionately, must take responsibility by aiding lower-income countries through green
technology transfer and infrastructure investment. The UN and other global institutions require structural reform to
enforce environmental commitments effectively. Initiatives like the Green Climate Fund must be expanded to
support renewable energy transitions in developing economies. Locally, urban farming, recycling, and conservation
programs should be encouraged, integrating indigenous knowledge into sustainability policies. Governments and
corporations must champion sustainable consumption, zero-waste production, and responsible industrial practices.
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However, the biggest challenge remains the elite’s resistance to sustainable policies due to vested interests. The
only way forward is a unified global commitment, where humanity prioritizes long-term survival over short-term
economic gains. The choice is clear: embrace sustainability or face catastrophic consequences, as nature will not
tolerate continued exploitation indefinitely.

Overview:

The article highlights the ongoing crisis in sustainable development, attributing it to reckless resource exploitation,
economic greed, political apathy, and consumerist excesses. It underscores how military expenditures, wealth
concentration, fossil fuel dependence, and environmental neglect obstruct sustainable progress. The writer
emphasizes the urgent need for global reforms, renewable energy adoption, education, and.responsible leadership
to counteract the looming environmental catastrophe.

NOTES:

Sustainable development, as defined by the Brundtland Commission, is the ability to meet present needs without
compromising future generations. The crisis stems from unchecked resource extraction; with material use expected
to hit 190 billion tonnes by 2060. The arms industry diverts funds from sustainability, while fossil fuels continue to
dominate global energy. Economic inequality, with the top 1% controlling nearly half of global wealth, worsens the
problem. Political reluctance to implement sustainability policies and consumerism-driven overuse of resources
further derail global efforts. The article suggests solutions, including green imvestments, education, indigenous
knowledge integration, and corporate accountability. However, elite resistance remains a major barrier, requiring a
strong global commitment to sustainability.

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Environmental Science — Resource depletion, climate change, sustainability challenges

e Pakistan Affairs — Impact of environmental policies on national development

o International Relations — Global cooperation on climate change, SDG implementation

Notes for beginners:

Sustainable development means using resources responsibly so future generations can thrive. However, today’s
world prioritizes profit over the environment. For example, excessive coal and oil consumption contribute to climate
change, but corporations resist shifting to renewable energy because it affects profits. Similarly, rich countries
consume far more resources than they should—studies show that we currently use Earth’s resources at a rate 1.7
times faster than they can regenerate. Meanwhile, developing nations suffer the most, as extreme weather events,
food shortages, and poverty worsen due to environmental neglect. The solution lies in green energy, responsible
consumption, and international cooperation to ensure sustainability for all.

Facts and Figures:

e ' Resource Extraction: Global resource extraction has tripled since 1970, causing over 90% of biodiversity
loss and water stress. By 2060, material use is expected to reach 190 billion tonnes, exacerbating
environmental damage. (UN Environment’s 2019 Global Resources Outlook)

e Military Spending vs. Climate Action: In 2023, global military spending reached $2.2 trillion, diverting
resources from crucial areas like healthcare, education, and environmental protection. (SIPRI Report)

e Fossil Fuel Dependence: 80% of global energy still comes from nonrenewable sources, making
sustainability a distant goal. (UN Reports)

e Global Wealth Inequality: The top 1% of the world's population controls nearly 50% of global wealth,
creating systemic barriers to sustainable development. (Oxfam International Study)

e Poverty and Sustainability: Over 700 million people live in extreme poverty, surviving on less than $2.15
per day, making sustainability a secondary concern for them. (World Bank Report)
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e Resource Overconsumption: Humanity is consuming resources at a rate that would require 1.7 Earths
To wrap up, The article delivers a compelling argument on the need for immediate and collective action to prevent
irreversible environmental damage. It analyzes the reckless exploitation of natural resources, the role of wealthy
elites, and the lack of strong policies in achieving sustainable development. The message is clear: humanity must
act now or face severe consequences. By fostering global cooperation, educating the masses, and holding
corporations accountable, sustainable development can become a reality. The choice between sustainability and

environmental collapse rests in our hands.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

1. Impediment — A hindrance or obstruction (Syn: Barrier, Obstacle | Ant: Aid, Assistance)

2. Jeopardize — Put at risk or endanger (Syn: Threaten, Endanger | Ant: Protect, Safeguard)

3. Exploitation — The act of using something unfairly (Syn: Misuse, Abuse | Ant: Conservation, Preservation)
4. Negligence — Failure to take proper care (Syn: Carelessness, Laxity | Ant: Diligence, Attentiveness)

5. Consensus — General agreement (Syn: Accord, Harmony | Ant: Disagreement, Discord)

31. Pakistan’s ongoing struggle against terrorism

Summary:

Pakistan’s ongoing battle against terrorism remains a testament to its resilience and unyielding sacrifices in
maintaining global security. Since the Cold War, the nation has been an unintended casualty of global power
struggles, with its strategic positioning making it a frontline player in counterterrorism efforts. The post-9/11
landscape saw Pakistan under immense pressure, forced to dismantle militant networks while enduring economic
turmoil and devastating human losses. Despite relentless sacrifices, including the loss of thousands of lives and
billions in economic setbacks, Pakistan continues to grapple with diplomatic isolation and economic instability. The
consequences of prolonged conflict have been profound—ranging from infrastructural devastation to a persistent
reliance on international financial institutions. Meanwhile, other regional players, contributing minimally to the war
on terror, have reaped economic benefits and global support, exposing the glaring inconsistencies of international
diplomacy.

However, Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts have not gone unnoticed. Acknowledgment from world leaders,
coupled with military operations like Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad, has significantly reduced terrorist activities,
restoring relative stability in insurgency-affected areas. Despite this progress, the nation remains entangled in
geopolitical complexities, often subjected to transactional alliances that prioritize external interests over its long-
term stability. Moving forward, Pakistan must recalibrate its foreign policy, ensuring that its sacrifices translate into
economic prosperity and strategic partnerships. The road to recovery demands a shift in focus—from a reactive
counterterrorism stance.to proactive economic and diplomatic engagement. Only through calculated policymaking
and global advecacy can Pakistan transform its resilience into lasting economic and geopolitical advantages.
Overview:

Pakistan has borne the brunt of global counterterrorism efforts, facing severe human and economic losses while
fighting extremist elements. Its strategic alignment with global powers has often resulted in temporary alliances,
leaving the country to handle the long-term repercussions alone. While military victories have curtailed terrorist
activities, economic instability and diplomatic challenges persist. The need for an independent foreign policy,
focused on economic growth and regional stability, remains pivotal for Pakistan’s future.

NOTES:

Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts stem from its strategic role in global geopolitics, particularly during the Cold
War and post-9/11 era. The country has faced immense challenges, including diplomatic pressure, economic
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instability, and relentless security threats, yet it has remained committed to eradicating terrorism. Military operations
such as Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad have significantly weakened militant networks, but at a high cost to
national resources and human lives. The war on terror has not only strained Pakistan’s economy, forcing reliance
on international financial institutions like the IMF, but has also exposed the nation to global double standards, where
regional players benefiting from Pakistan’s sacrifices have received preferential treatment. Despite these adversities,
Pakistan’s security forces have emerged as a formidable counterterrorism force, recognized globally for their
expertise. However, the country must now pivot towards an independent and strategic foreign policy that prioritizes
economic recovery, regional diplomacy, and international recognition for its contributions to global security.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs (Terrorism in Pakistan, Pakistan’s role in the global war on terror)
e International Relations (Global counterterrorism efforts, US-Pakistan relations, strategic alliances)
o Current Affairs (Geopolitical impact of terrorism, economic consequences of war on terror)
e Security and Strategic Studies (Counterterrorism strategies, Pakistan’s military operations; regional security
challenges)
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan has been fighting terrorism for decades, facing massive challenges both financially and socially. Since
2001, over 80,000 Pakistanis, including civilians and security forces, have lost their lives due to terrorism-related
incidents. The economic damage exceeds $126 billion; as terrorism has discouraged foreign investment and halted
economic growth. Pakistan’s military has carried out large-scale operations, such as Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-
ul-Fasaad (2017), to eliminate terrorist hideouts. Despite international praise, Pakistan often finds itself left to deal
with the long-term consequences alone, while other nations gain econemic benefits. This highlights the unfair nature
of global politics, where sacrifices are not always rewarded.
Facts and Figures:
e Pakistan has lost over 80,000 lives due to terrorism-related incidents since 2001.
o The economic damage caused by terrorism has exceeded $126 billion, significantly impacting foreign
investment and development.
e Military operations like Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-ul-Fasaad (2017) have played a crucial role in
eliminating terrorist hideouts.
e Pakistan has frequently been pressured under the "Do More" narrative, despite making immense sacrifices
in the global war on terror.
e The country remains reliant on the IMF due to the financial strain caused by prolonged counterterrorism
efforts
To wrap up, Pakistan’s resilience against terrorism is undeniable, yet it continues to bear the economic and
diplomatic brunt jof prolonged conflict. The nation must transition from being a frontline state in
counterterrorism to securing its own long-term strategic interests. By strengthening its economy, fostering
regional stability, and demanding equitable international partnerships, Pakistan can transform its sacrifices into
a foundation for a more prosperous and independent future.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
o Bulwark — A strong defense or safeguard (Syn: stronghold, bastion | Ant: weakness, vulnerability)
o Entangled — Involved in a complicated situation (Syn: ensnared, trapped | Ant: disengaged, free)
e Transactional — Based on business-like exchange rather than long-term commitment (Syn: temporary,
superficial | Ant: enduring, committed)
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32. Pakistan’s ongoing struggle against terrorism

Summary:
Pakistan’s ongoing battle against terrorism remains a testament to its resilience and unyielding sacrifices in
maintaining global security. Since the Cold War, the nation has been an unintended casualty of global power
struggles, with its strategic positioning making it a frontline player in counterterrorism efforts. The post-9/11
landscape saw Pakistan under immense pressure, forced to dismantle militant networks while enduring economic
turmoil and devastating human losses. Despite relentless sacrifices, including the loss of thousands of lives and
billions in economic setbacks, Pakistan continues to grapple with diplomatic isolation and economic instability. The
consequences of prolonged conflict have been profound—ranging from infrastructural devastation to a persistent
reliance on international financial institutions. Meanwhile, other regional players, contributing minimally to the war
on terror, have reaped economic benefits and global support, exposing the glaring inconsistencies of international
diplomacy.
However, Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts have not gone unnoticed. Acknowledgment from world leaders,
coupled with military operations like Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad, has significantly reduced terrorist activities,
restoring relative stability in insurgency-affected areas. Despite this progress, the nation remains entangled in
geopolitical complexities, often subjected to transactional alliances that prioritize external interests over its long-
term stability. Moving forward, Pakistan must recalibrate its foreign policy, ensuring that its sacrifices translate into
economic prosperity and strategic partnerships. The road to recovery demands a shift in focus—from a reactive
counterterrorism stance to proactive economic and diplomatic engagement. Only through calculated policymaking
and global advocacy can Pakistan transform its resilience into lasting economic and geopolitical advantages.
Overview:
Pakistan has borne the brunt of global counterterrorism efforts, facing severe human and economic losses while
fighting extremist elements. Its strategic alignment with global powers has often resulted in temporary alliances,
leaving the country to handle the long-term repercussions alone. While military victories have curtailed terrorist
activities, economic instability and diplomatic challenges persist. The need for an independent foreign policy,
focused on economic growth and regional stability, remains pivotal for Pakistan’s future.
NOTES:
Pakistan’s counterterrorism.efforts stem from its strategic role in global geopolitics, particularly during the Cold
War and post-9/11 era. The country has faced immense challenges, including diplomatic pressure, economic
instability, and relentless security threats, yet it has remained committed to eradicating terrorism. Military operations
such as Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad have significantly weakened militant networks, but at a high cost to
national resources and human lives. The war on terror has not only strained Pakistan’s economy, forcing reliance
on international financial institutions like the IMF, but has also exposed the nation to global double standards, where
regional players benefiting from Pakistan’s sacrifices have received preferential treatment. Despite these adversities,
Pakistan’s security forces have emerged as a formidable counterterrorism force, recognized globally for their
expertise. However, the country must now pivot towards an independent and strategic foreign policy that prioritizes
economic recovery, regional diplomacy, and international recognition for its contributions to global security.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs (Terrorism in Pakistan, Pakistan’s role in the global war on terror)

o International Relations (Global counterterrorism efforts, US-Pakistan relations, strategic alliances)

e Current Affairs (Geopolitical impact of terrorism, economic consequences of war on terror)

e Security and Strategic Studies (Counterterrorism strategies, Pakistan’s military operations, regional security

challenges)
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Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan has been fighting terrorism for decades, facing massive challenges both financially and socially. Since
2001, over 80,000 Pakistanis, including civilians and security forces, have lost their lives due to terrorism-related
incidents. The economic damage exceeds $126 billion, as terrorism has discouraged foreign investment and halted
economic growth. Pakistan’s military has carried out large-scale operations, such as Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-
ul-Fasaad (2017), to eliminate terrorist hideouts. Despite international praise, Pakistan often finds itself left to deal
with the long-term consequences alone, while other nations gain economic benefits. This highlights the unfair nature
of global politics, where sacrifices are not always rewarded.
Facts and Figures:
e Pakistan has lost over 80,000 lives due to terrorism-related incidents since 2001.
e The economic damage caused by terrorism has exceeded $126 billion, significantly impacting foreign
investment and development.
e Military operations like Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-ul-Fasaad (2017) have played .a crucial role in
eliminating terrorist hideouts.
e Pakistan has frequently been pressured under the "Do More" narrative, despite making immense sacrifices
in the global war on terror.
o The country remains reliant on the IMF due to the financial strain caused by prolonged counterterrorism
efforts.
e Regional players with minimal involvement in counterterrorism have benefited from lucrative trade and
defense agreements, exposing global double standards.
To wrap up, Pakistan’s resilience against terrorism is undeniable; yet it continues to bear the economic and
diplomatic brunt of prolonged conflict. The nation must transition from being a frontline state in counterterrorism
to securing its own long-term strategic interests. By strengthening its economy, fostering regional stability, and
demanding equitable international partnerships, Pakistan can transform its sacrifices into a foundation for a more
prosperous and independent future.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Bulwark — A strong defense or safeguard (Syn: stronghold, bastion | Ant: weakness, vulnerability)
e Entangled — Invelved in a complicated situation (Syn: ensnared, trapped | Ant: disengaged, free)
e Transactional — Based on business-like exchange rather than long-term commitment (Syn: temporary,
superficial | Ant: enduring, committed)
o Diplomatic Isolation — A state where a country is marginalized in international affairs (Syn: geopolitical
neglect, exclusion | Ant: global engagement, recognition)
e Ramifications — Consequences or outcomes of an action (Syn: repercussions, effects | Ant: causes, origins)

33. Shifting dynamics in US-Pak ties

Summary :

The recent shift in US-Pakistan ties marks a significant departure from the tumultuous past, characterized by
mistrust and transactional dealings. President Donald Trump’s acknowledgment of Pakistan’s role in the arrest of a
key Daesh commander underscores the country’s counterterrorism efforts and signals a recalibration of US foreign
policy in the region. This renewed engagement is not limited to security cooperation but extends to economic
collaboration in IT, energy, and mineral sectors. Furthermore, Trump’s decision to retrieve US military equipment
from Afghanistan, previously used by the TTP against Pakistani forces, aligns with Islamabad’s security concerns.
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Unlike past administrations that favored India, this shift reflects a broader strategic realignment, prioritizing
pragmatic cooperation over regional biases. However, history has shown that US-Pakistan relations are often
dictated by immediate interests rather than long-term alliances.
Despite this apparent goodwill, skepticism lingers over the sustainability of this relationship, given Washington’s
history of disengagement once strategic objectives are met. From Pakistan’s participation in SEATO and CENTO
in the 1950s to its important role in the Afghan War, the US has repeatedly abandoned Islamabad once its interests
were fulfilled. The imposition of sanctions on Pakistan’s missile program under the Biden administration further
strained ties, highlighting the unpredictable nature of US policies. While Trump’s recognition of Pakistan’s
sacrifices in counterterrorism is a welcome shift, the future of bilateral relations will likely remain transactional,
shaped by evolving geopolitical realities rather than genuine partnership. Pakistan must navigate this engagement
cautiously, leveraging it for economic and security benefits while maintaining strategic autonomy.
Overview:
The article discusses the evolving US-Pakistan relationship, emphasizing a shift from past skepticism to renewed
cooperation under President Trump. Pakistan's assistance in capturing a Daesh leader has improved its global
counterterrorism standing. However, historical patterns suggest that US engagement with Pakistan is often interest-
driven, raising doubts about the long-term stability of these ties. The piece also highlights Trump's recalibrated
regional approach, reducing India’s influence while fostering economic and security collaboration with Pakistan.
NOTES:
US-Pakistan relations have historically fluctuated between strategic cooperation and disengagement, reflecting the
broader contours of US foreign policy. This article provides a nuanced understanding of Washington’s shifting
priorities, from Cold War alliances to poest-9/11 counterterrorism efforts. Pakistan’s counterterrorism role has been
acknowledged internationally, but its strategic engagements with the US remain largely transactional. The article
also underscores the influence of regional geopolitics; particularly the shift away from India-centric policies. For
CSS aspirants, this analysis is pivotal in understanding the dynamics of international relations, the impact of foreign
policy shifts on regional stability, and Pakistan’s strategic positioning in global affairs.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan’s Foreign Policy — Examining Pakistan’s diplomatic engagements and strategic partnerships.

o International Relations — Understanding US foreign policy shifts and their impact on regional alliances.

e Terrorism and Security Studies — Evaluating Pakistan’s counterterrorism role and US-Pakistan military

cooperation.

e _US ForeignPolicy — Analyzing changing US approaches toward Pakistan and South Asia.
Notes for Beginners:
US-Pakistan relations have always been shaped by changing global priorities. In the past, the US supported Pakistan
during the Cold War but later disengaged when its interests shifted. Recently, the US appreciated Pakistan’s role in
capturing a top terrorist, signaling improved relations. However, this does not mean a permanent friendship, as the
US often engages with Pakistan only when it benefits its own policies. Pakistan has suffered greatly due to terrorism,
losing over 80,000 lives. While the new cooperation is promising, history shows that US-Pakistan ties remain
unpredictable. Understanding these dynamics helps in analyzing global politics and foreign policies.
Facts and Figures:

e 80,000+ Pakistani civilians and security personnel lost lives in the war on terror.

o Top 10% of US aid to Pakistan has been military-related, highlighting strategic engagement.

e US-Pakistan trade stands at $8 billion annually, with growing interest in IT and energy.

e Pakistan played a key role in the US-Taliban peace deal, facilitating American withdrawal.

e Trump’s statement marks a shift from Biden’s era, where Pakistan faced missile program sanctions.
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To wrap up, The article presents a critical perspective on the evolving US-Pakistan relationship, highlighting both
opportunities and historical challenges. While Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts have gained recognition, its
engagement with the US remains subject to changing geopolitical priorities. The shift away from an India-centric
approach offers Pakistan strategic leverage, but history suggests that long-term commitments from Washington are
rare. Pakistan must approach this renewed cooperation pragmatically, ensuring that it translates into tangible
economic and security benefits rather than short-term political gains.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Transactional — Based on exchange rather than long-term commitment (Syn: commercial, temporary | Ant:
permanent, enduring)
e Recalibration — Adjustment to a new strategy or direction (Syn: restructuring, reorientation | Ant: stagnation,
consistency)
e Pampering — Excessively favoring or supporting (Syn: coddling, indulging | Ant: neglecting, disregarding)
e Quid pro quo — A mutual exchange of benefits (Syn: reciprocity, trade-off | Ant: unilateral, one-sided)
e Unruffled — Not disturbed or worried (Syn: calm, composed | Ant: agitated, anxious)

34. A flood of crimes against women

Summary:

The article sheds light on the grim reality of gender-based violence (GBV) in Pakistan, where despite grand
celebrations on International Women’s Day, the oppression of women remains a stark reality. Statistics paint a
harrowing picture—one in three women globally faces physical violence, while Pakistan ranks 145th out of 146
countries in sexual violence. Crimes such as abduction, rape, honour killings, domestic violence, and acid attacks
persist, with an alarming conviction rate of less than 1%. The justice system is fraught with delays, weak law
enforcement, and cultural stigma, allowing perpetrators to escape accountability. The data from various provinces
further reveal how thousands of cases temain unresolved, and the failure to deliver justice exacerbates the suffering
of victims.

The article calls for urgent legal reforms, including the recruitment of female police officers, fast-track courts, and
digital platforms for victim assistance. It also argues for strict Islamic punishments, referencing the "Puppo Case"
from General Zia’s era, where a public execution led to a temporary drop in crime rates. The author contends that
severe deterrents, such as public hangings, are necessary to combat heinous crimes against women. The article acts
as a powerful critique of the state's failure to implement effective legal frameworks and highlights the need for a
justice system that prioritizes victims rather than shielding offenders.

Overview:

The article underscores the alarming rise of GBV in Pakistan and the systemic failures in addressing it. While
statistics reveal shocking figures, the lack of convictions exposes the inefficacy of the judicial system. The author
proposes strict legal reforms and harsher punishments to deter future crimes, emphasizing the need for societal and
institutional transformation to ensure justice for women.

NOTES:

Gender-based violence (GBV) in Pakistan remains a critical issue, deeply rooted in societal structures and legal
inefficiencies. The country ranks 145th out of 146 nations in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap
Report 2022, highlighting severe gender inequality. Crimes such as abduction, rape, honour killings, and domestic
violence persist with alarmingly low conviction rates, exposing weaknesses in law enforcement and the judicial
system. The Pakistan Demographic and Health Survey (2017-2018) reports that 28% of women aged 15-49
experience physical violence, while 6% face sexual violence. Despite laws against GBV, delayed justice, patriarchal
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norms, and stigma prevent effective legal action. Historical cases, like the "Puppo Case" under General Zia’s rule,
show that strict punishments can act as deterrents, though long-term solutions require systemic reforms. The need
for fast-track courts, increased female police representation, digital complaint mechanisms, and strict legal
enforcement is pivotal for ensuring justice.

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

Pakistan Affairs (women'’s rights, gender-based violence, legal system)

Current Affairs (global gender rankings, human rights violations)
e Criminology (judicial system, conviction rates, criminal deterrence)
e Governance and Public Policies (law enforcement, policy reforms)
Notes for beginners:
Gender-based violence refers to physical, sexual, or psychological harm inflicted on individuals, especially women,
due to societal norms and power imbalances. In Pakistan, this manifests in the form of forced marriages, domestic
abuse, honour killings, and workplace harassment. For instance, in 2024, Punjab alone recorded 4,641 rape cases,
yet only 20 resulted in convictions. The conviction rate for abduction cases was a mere 0.1%, showing the
inefficiency of law enforcement. The stigma around reporting crimes, coupled with delayed justice, discourages
victims from seeking help. To combat this crisis, female representation in law enforcement must be increased, and
special courts must be established to expedite cases.
Facts and Figures:
e One in three women globally faces physical violence in their lifetime.
e Pakistan ranks 145th out of 146 countries in sexual violence, just.above Afghanistan (WEF Global Gender
Gap Report 2022).
e In Pakistan, 28% of women aged 15-49 expetience physical violence, while 6% face sexual violence
(Pakistan Demographic and Health Survey 2017-2018).
e In 2024, an average of 67 abductions, 19 rapes, 6 domestic violence incidents, and 2 honour killings were
reported daily.
e Punjabrecorded 4,641 rape cases, yet only 20 resulted in convictions, showing an abysmally low conviction
rate.
o The overall conviction rate for sexual assault and rape cases in Pakistan stood at 0.5%, while abduction
cases had a 0.1% conviction rate.
e Punjab reported 225 honour killings, but only two convictions, yielding a 0.8% conviction rate.
e /Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan recorded zero convictions for honour killings, further
highlighting the inefficiency of the justice system.
e The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) reported that 90% of Pakistani women faced domestic
violence during the COVID-19 lockdown.
To sum up, The article acts as a wake-up call to address the deep-rooted issue of gender-based violence in Pakistan.
While laws exist, their implementation remains weak, allowing criminals to operate with impunity. The government
must prioritize legal reforms, societal awareness, and strict punishments to ensure that justice is not just an illusion
but a reality for women suffering in silence.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Heinous — shockingly evil or wicked (syn: atrocious, horrendous | ant: admirable, noble)
e Stigma — a mark of disgrace (syn: shame, dishonor | ant: respect, honor)
e Acquittal — legal judgment of innocence (syn: exoneration, absolution | ant: conviction, sentencing)
e Pervasive — widespread throughout (syn: omnipresent, prevalent | ant: rare, limited)
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35. Pros and cons of cancellation of USAID

Summary:
The Trump administration’s decision to terminate 83% of USAID programs has triggered a heated debate over its
humanitarian and diplomatic consequences. While proponents argue that cutting USAID funding will save federal
expenses and push recipient countries toward self-reliance, the abrupt cessation has left millions in distress.
Countries such as Congo, Ethiopia, and Afghanistan have seen critical food security, healthcare, and education
programs come to a halt, worsening malnutrition, unemployment, and public health crises. Pakistan, a major
beneficiary of USAID, now faces significant socio-economic repercussions, with halted energy projects and
thousands of NGO workers at risk of losing their livelihoods. The ripple effects extend beyond humanitarian
concerns, as Washington’s withdrawal from foreign aid diminishes its diplomatic influence, allowing other global
powers like China and Germany to step into the vacuum.
Beyond its developmental impact, USAID’s history is entangled with allegations of covert CIA operations, fueling
suspicions about its dual role in both aid and intelligence gathering. From Chile to Cuba and Afghanistan, past
instances suggest that USAID has been leveraged for geopolitical maneuvers, undermining its.credibility as a purely
humanitarian institution. The agency’s abrupt dismantling raises questions about America’s long-term strategic
positioning, particularly in an era of increasing global instability. Critics argue that while inefficiencies within
USAID may have warranted reform, the decision to terminate its programs without thorough consideration weakens
the US’s soft power and ability to shape global narratives.df the US does not recalibrate its approach, it risks losing
pivotal allies and exacerbating geopolitical tensions in regions already teetering on the brink of crisis.
Overview:
The cancellation of USAID funding has resulted in far-reaching consequences, particularly for vulnerable regions
relying on its developmental programs. The move, framed as.a cost-saving measure by the Trump administration,
has disrupted essential services in health, education, and infrastructure, leading to worsening humanitarian crises.
It has also sparked discussions onalternative funding sources and the geopolitical ramifications of America’s
diminishing global aid footprint. Additionally, long-standing allegations of USAID’s involvement in covert
intelligence operations-have resurfaced, casting doubts on the true intent behind US foreign assistance.
NOTES:
The termination-of USAID. programs offers insight into the intersection of foreign aid, diplomacy, and national
security. It highlights how financial assistance is not just a tool for humanitarian relief but also a means of exerting
geopolitical influence. This decision reflects the broader debate on self-reliance versus dependency in developing
nations. Furthermore, the historical allegations linking USAID to covert CIA operations reveal how aid can work
as a strategic instrument in global power struggles. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for analyzing US
foreign policy shifts, the role of international development institutions, and the strategic recalibration of emerging
powers in response to US withdrawal from global aid.
Relevant CSS topics:

e International Relations (US foreign policy, soft power, diplomatic influence).

Pakistan Affairs (impact of USAID cuts on Pakistan’s economy, energy projects, and NGOs).
e Governance and Public Policy (foreign aid as a policy tool).

Security Studies (geopolitical consequences of US disengagement and intelligence operations linked to
aid).

Notes for beginners:

USAID, a major US foreign aid agency, has been crucial in funding global development projects. Its cancellation
means millions of people in countries like Ethiopia, Pakistan, and Afghanistan will lose access to food, healthcare,
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and education. For instance, in Ethiopia alone, over a million people have lost food assistance. The decision also
raises concerns about US influence since other countries, such as China, may step in to provide aid, shifting global
power dynamics. Historically, USAID has been linked to intelligence activities, making some skeptical about its
real purpose. Understanding this situation helps in grasping how international politics and humanitarian aid are
deeply interconnected.
Facts and figures:

o 83% of USAID programs have been terminated under Trump’s policy.

e Over a million Ethiopians have lost food assistance.

e In South Sudan, 115,000 people lost access to health and nutrition services.

e Pakistan’s USAID-funded energy projects, including Tarbela Dam expansions, are at risk.

o Allegations suggest USAID was used for intelligence operations in Chile, Cuba, and Afghanistan.
To wrap up, The cancellation of USAID funding marks a significant shift in US foreign policy, with immediate
humanitarian and long-term geopolitical consequences. While some see it as.a move toward financial prudence and
reducing foreign dependency, the abrupt withdrawal has exacerbated crises in several vulnerable nations. Moreover,
with allegations of intelligence operations resurfacing, the credibility of US foreign aid is under scrutiny. This policy
change not only affects millions dependent on aid but also reshapes the global power structure, giving space for
other nations to assert their influence in humanitarian affairs. The long-term impact will depend on whether affected
nations can secure alternative funding and how the US recalibrates. its foreign assistance strategy in the future.
Difficult words and meanings:

o (Cessation — The act of stopping something (Syn: termination, halt | Ant: continuation)

e Repercussions — Unintended consequences of an action (Syn: consequences, fallout | Ant: benefits)

e Soft power — Influence through culture and diplomacy rather than military force (Syn: persuasion, influence

| Ant: coercion)
e Allegations — Claims without proof (Syn: accusations, assertions | Ant: confirmations)
e Destabilization — Causing a system or country to become unstable (Syn: disruption, disorder | Ant:
stabilization)

36. TTP-BLA nexus

Summary:

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 left a power vacuum, which the Taliban swiftly filled, providing
sanctuary to militant groups like Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). With over 6,000 trained fighters, the TTP has
forged alliances with other terrorist entities, including Al-Qaeda and the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA),
escalating threats against Pakistan. The recent attack on the Jaffar Express, orchestrated by 80 BLA militants, is a
stark reminder of the growing insurgency. The assault, which targeted civilians and military personnel, resulted in
casualties and hostages, with the militants demanding the release of Baloch political prisoners. Pakistan’s security
forces launched a high-risk operation, rescuing over 200 passengers and eliminating 35 militants, but not without
sacrifices. The incident underscores the persistent security challenges posed by insurgent groups, fueled by external
support and regional instability.

Baluchistan’s longstanding grievances, coupled with its strategic significance due to the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), have exacerbated tensions. The BLA’s attacks on Chinese interests, including Gwadar Port,
highlight the broader geopolitical stakes. The increasing violence in the region, exemplified by recent suicide
bombings and military casualties, signals a deepening crisis. The Pakistani government faces the arduous task of
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countering militancy while addressing the socio-economic disenfranchisement fueling separatist sentiments. While
military operations have managed to neutralize many threats, the insurgency continues to evolve, demanding a
multi-faceted approach that balances force with political engagement and economic reforms.
Overview:
The growing nexus between TTP and BLA has intensified Pakistan’s security concerns, with both groups
emboldened by the Taliban’s rise in Afghanistan. The Jaffar Express attack exposed the increasing sophistication
and audacity of militant operations, forcing Pakistan to adopt aggressive countermeasures. The BLA, leveraging
long-standing grievances, continues to wage a separatist campaign, targeting security forces and critical
infrastructure, including CPEC projects. Meanwhile, diplomatic efforts to isolate the Taliban regime have yielded
limited success, as Pakistan struggles to contain cross-border militancy. The conflict in Balochistan is not merely a
law-and-order issue but a complex interplay of historical, economic, and geopolitical factors.
NOTES:
The intensifying security crisis in Pakistan, particularly due to the nexus between the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), has significant implications for national security and
counterterrorism policies. The withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan ereated a power vacuum that emboldened
militant groups, with the Taliban providing sanctuary to TTP fighters. This alliance has led to a surge in terrorist
attacks, including the recent Jaffar Express assault, which demonstrated the growing sophistication of insurgent
tactics. Pakistan's counterterrorism strategy relies heavily on military operations, intelligence-based actions, and
diplomatic engagements to curb cross-border militancy. However, the deep-seated grievances in Balochistan,
exacerbated by economic marginalization and opposition to.projects like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), fuel separatist sentiments. The BLLA’s attacks on security forces and Chinese investments highlight the
geopolitical stakes involved, as Pakistan navigates complex regional dynamics, including its strained relations with
Afghanistan. Addressing these challenges requires a multi-faceted approach that combines security measures with
economic and political reforms to stabilize the region and prevent further radicalization.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Security threats; counterterrorism measures, and Balochistan’s political unrest.

o International Relations: Pakistan’s diplomatic stance on Afghanistan and regional stability.

o Current Affairs: Recent insurgency trends, terrorist activities, and military operations.
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan faces a growing security threat due to the collaboration between two major insurgent groups—the Tehreek-
i-Taliban  Pakistan (TTP) and the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA). The US withdrawal from Afghanistan
allowed the Taliban to take control, which in turn provided safe havens to TTP militants. This has led to increased
terrorist activities, with the Jaffar Express attack serving as a reminder of the insurgents' expanding reach and tactics.
The Pakistani military has launched several operations to counter these threats, successfully rescuing hostages and
neutralizing militants.' However, Balochistan remains a hotbed of conflict due to economic deprivation and
resistance against Chinese projects like CPEC. The BLA, seeing CPEC as a threat to Baloch identity and resources,
has targeted security forces and foreign interests. While military actions have contained some of the violence, long-
term stability requires a strategy that includes economic development, political negotiations, and stronger border
security to curb cross-border militancy.
Facts and Figures:

e Over 6,000 TTP militants are estimated to be operating from Afghanistan.

o The Jaffar Express attack involved 80 BLA insurgents, resulting in civilian and military casualties.

e Pakistan’s military operations successfully rescued over 200 passengers and eliminated 35 terrorists.

e Balochistan has witnessed a 50% increase in insurgency-related attacks in the past year.
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e The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) investments in Balochistan exceed $60 billion, making it
a key target for separatist groups.
e The BLA has been responsible for over 100 attacks on security forces and Chinese interests in the past
decade.
e Pakistan has conducted over 15 major counterterrorism operations in Balochistan since 2016.
e Reports indicate that 70% of BLA’s funding comes from external sources, exacerbating security challenges.
To sum up, The TTP-BLA nexus poses one of the gravest security threats to Pakistan, fueled by external support
and long-standing internal discontent. While Pakistan’s military has demonstrated remarkable resilience, a
sustainable solution requires a combination of military, political, and economic strategies, Addressing Balochistan’s
socio-economic grievances, strengthening counterterrorism operations, and securing regional cooperation are
imperative to breaking the cycle of insurgency. If left unchecked, the conflict threatens not only Pakistan’s stability
but also the success of strategic projects like CPEC, making it a critical issue for policymakers.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Obscurantist: Opposing enlightenment or progress (Syn: reactionary, conservative | Ant: progressive,
enlightened).
e Sinister: Evil or harmful in nature (Syn: menacing, eminous | Ant: benevolent, harmless).
e Haven: A place of safety (Syn: refuge, sanctuary | Ant: danger, exposure)
e Onslaught: A fierce attack (Syn: assault, offensive | Ant: defense, retreat).

37. Rejuvenate Balochistan policy

Summary:

The Baloch Liberation Army's (BLA) tecent attack on the Jaffar Express, marked by hostage-taking and ethnic
targeting, has once again exposed the persistent security crisis in Balochistan. While the Pakistani armed forces
executed a swift and successful rescue operation, eliminating 33 terrorists and saving 354 passengers, the
incident underscores the enduring militancy in the region. The article highlights how Baloch insurgents have
exploited political, economic, and geographical sanctuaries to sustain their activities, benefiting from safe
havens in Afghanistan and alleged external support, particularly from India. The failure of federal economic
policies to win local support has exacerbated alienation, fueling recruitment into separatist movements. The
insurgents’ reliance on guerilla warfare makes preemptive action challenging, necessitating a blend of military
and non-military measures. The state must balance reconciliation efforts with caution, ensuring that
appeasement does not embolden militants, as seen in past lenient policies that allowed insurgents to regroup
and intensify attacks:

The broader strategic landscape reveals the complexity of Balochistan’s unrest, where criminal networks,
militancy, and-tetrorism intersect. The involvement of transnational extremist groups, such as ISKP and al-
Qaeda, further complicates counterterrorism efforts. Intelligence reports linking BLA militants to handlers in
Afghanistan emphasize the regional dimension of the conflict. While kinetic operations remain essential, the
government must prioritize non-kinetic strategies, including economic reforms, political engagement, and
social integration, to dismantle the insurgents' popular support. The article stresses that an over-reliance on
military action without addressing underlying grievances will only perpetuate unrest. A sustainable solution
demands a nuanced policy shift—one that integrates security measures with long-term political and economic
strategies to stabilize Balochistan and counter separatist narratives effectively.
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Overview:
The article highlights the persistent insurgency in Balochistan, emphasizing the need for a comprehensive
counterterrorism strategy. It analyzes the state's failure to address the socio-economic grievances that fuel
militancy, arguing that a solely military response is insufficient. The article also highlights the role of regional
geopolitics, particularly Afghanistan’s safe havens and alleged Indian involvement, in sustaining Baloch
separatism. The author stresses the necessity of combining military action with economic development and
political reconciliation to prevent further radicalization and ensure long-term stability.
NOTES:
Balochistan's insurgency exemplifies the intersection of internal security, geopolitics, and economic policy. The
region’s unrest is deeply rooted in historical grievances, economic deprivation, and external interference. The
role of non-state actors, transnational terrorist networks, and foreign involvement underscores the importance
of a multifaceted security approach. The article also highlights counterinsurgency strategies, the challenges of
asymmetric warfare, and the need for intelligence-driven operations. Furthermore, it provides insights into
regional diplomacy, particularly Pakistan's relations with Afghanistan and India, and the strategic implications
of prolonged instability in Balochistan.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
o Pakistan Affairs: Balochistan’s insurgency, socio-economic issues, and national security
e International Relations: Pakistan-Afghanistan “relations, India’s/ alleged involvement in Baloch
militancy
e Current Affairs: Counterterrorism strategies, asymmetric warfare, and geopolitical dynamics
e Governance and Public Policy: Economic marginalization, reconciliation efforts, and security policies
Notes for Beginners:
Balochistan has been facing a long-standing conflict where certain groups seek independence from Pakistan.
The Baloch Liberation Army, one of these militant groups, recently attacked a train, targeting passengers based
on ethnicity. Pakistan’s military responded with a successful operation, rescuing all hostages. However, the
deeper issue lies in the region’s economic and political challenges. Many Baloch people feel neglected by the
government, leading some to join separatist movements. The situation is further complicated by foreign
influence, with allegations that India and Afghanistan support the militants. While military action is necessary,
the government must also improve economic conditions and address local grievances to prevent future conflicts.
Facts and Figures:
e In the recent Jaffar Express attack, 354 hostages were rescued, and 33 terrorists were killed.
e 26 security personnel and passengers lost their lives before the operation.
e The BLA has been involved in multiple attacks, including the targeted killing of Punjabis.
o Intelligence reports indicate the BLA has ties with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and ISKP.
e The United Nations has reported that the Afghan Taliban provides sanctuary to various militant groups
operating in Pakistan.
To sum up, The article underscores the urgency of a recalibrated Balochistan policy that moves beyond military
responses to address the core issues fueling the insurgency. While swift operations like "Green Bolan"
demonstrate the military's capability, the state must dismantle the social and economic conditions that sustain
militancy. Without a balanced strategy that integrates security measures with political dialogue and economic
inclusion, the cycle of violence in Balochistan will persist, threatening Pakistan’s internal stability and
regional security.
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38. Deliberating amid ‘an epic counter-terrorism operation’

Summary:
The recent counter-terrorism operation in Balochistan, following the Jaffar Express attack by the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA), underscores Pakistan’s strategic and military response to terrorism. The attack,
orchestrated by India-backed militants, resulted in casualties before Pakistan’s security forces launched a
decisive offensive, rescuing 354 hostages and eliminating 33 terrorists. The operation, led by the Special
Services Group’s (SSG) Zarrar Company and Pakistan Air Force under ‘Green Bolan;” highlights the country’s
evolving security dynamics. The article highlights India’s covert support for separatist groups like the BLA,
which has splintered into various factions over the years, including the United Baloch Army (UBA), Baloch
Republic Army (BRA), and the deadly Majeed Brigade. It also highlights India’s use of hybrid warfare,
leveraging misinformation campaigns, intelligence assets, and insurgengies to destabilize Pakistan, particularly
targeting projects like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). With evidence of RAW’s involvement,
including the capture of Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhay, Pakistan’s counter-terrorism policy must be reinforced
with intelligence-driven operations, stronger border controls, and international cooperation to counter external
threats.
The BLA’s terrorist activities, alongside India’s. geopolitical maneuvering, expose the vulnerabilities in
Pakistan’s security infrastructure, emphasizing the need for a restructured National Action Plan (NAP) to
combat terrorism effectively. The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) has declared a shift in Pakistan’s
approach, signaling that future terrorist attacks will be met with-uncompromising force. Given the increasing
regional instability, the article argues for a hybrid counter-terrorism strategy integrating military action,
intelligence coordination, and diplomatic engagement to expose India’s role in fomenting unrest. The support
from global players like the'U.S. and China in counter-terrorism efforts presents Pakistan with an opportunity
to enhance regional security through collaborative measures. The resurgence of terrorist activities in 2022—
2024, coupled with India’s misinformation warfare, demands a robust response, ensuring that Pakistan’s
security forces remain vigilant against both conventional and unconventional threats. This operation serves as
a testament to Pakistan’s resilience and military prowess, reinforcing its commitment to eradicating terrorism
from its soil.

Overview:
Thearticle critically examines Pakistan’s counter-terrorism efforts against the BLA and highlights India’s role
in sponsoring insurgencies in Balochistan. It emphasizes the need for intelligence-driven strategies, border
security reinforcement, and international diplomatic engagement to combat terrorism effectively. The article
also underscores Pakistan’s military capabilities, particularly the SSG’s expertise, while advocating for a
recalibrated National Action Plan to counter evolving threats.

NOTES:
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism landscape is shaped by both internal insurgencies and external geopolitical
interventions. The BLA’s terrorist activities, supported by India’s intelligence agency RAW, have long
threatened national security, requiring robust military responses. The historical context of Indian interference,
from the 1971 East Pakistan separation to contemporary hybrid warfare tactics, demonstrates how regional
power dynamics influence Pakistan’s stability. The role of CPEC in escalating security concerns, India’s
strategic use of proxies, and Pakistan’s intelligence operations to counter these threats are critical areas for
analysis.
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Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs — Terrorism in Balochistan, National Security Policies, India-Pakistan Relations
e Current Affairs — Global Counter-Terrorism Efforts, Hybrid Warfare, Role of International Powers in
South Asia
o International Relations — India’s Proxy Warfare, Pakistan’s Diplomatic Strategies, China-Pakistan
Relations
o Security Studies — Counter-Terrorism Strategies, Role of Intelligence Agencies, Hybrid Warfare Tactics
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan’s security forces launched a major counter-terrorism operation after terrorists attacked a train in
Balochistan. The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), a banned group, was behind the attack and has a history
of carrying out violent acts. Pakistan’s military, with its highly trained special forces, successfully rescued
passengers and eliminated terrorists. The article highlights India’s involvement in supporting these groups to
destabilize Pakistan, particularly to disrupt economic projects like CPEC. This situation shows why Pakistan
needs strong security measures and intelligence cooperation to counter such threats effectively.
Facts and Figures:
o The Jaffar Express attack on March 11, 2025, led to the killing of 21 passengers before military
intervention.
e Pakistan’s SSG Zarrar Battalion rescued 354 hostages and eliminated 33 BLA operatives.
e The BLA has splintered into multiple factions sinee 2000, increasing security threats in Balochistan.
o India’s intelligence agency RAW has'been accused of supporting Baloch separatists since 2001.
o Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian Navy officer, was arrested in 2016 for espionage and terrorism-related
activities in Balochistan.
To wrap up, Pakistan’s successful military operation against the BLA underscores its resilience in counter-
terrorism efforts. However, with India’s continuous involvement in proxy warfare, Pakistan must adopt a
multidimensional _approach, integrating intelligence operations, strategic military interventions, and
international diplomatic efforts to curb terrorism effectively. Strengthening regional alliances and exposing
India’s destabilizing role on global platforms will be crucial for Pakistan’s long-term security.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Notwithstanding — Despite (syn: regardless, even though; ant: because of)
e  Glaringly — Obviously or vividly (syn: strikingly, clearly; ant: subtly)
e Proxies — Agents acting on behalf of another (syn: intermediaries, surrogates; ant: direct agents)
e Foster — To encourage or support (syn: promote, cultivate; ant: hinder)
o Verifiable —Able to be proven as true (syn: confirmable, authentic; ant: dubious)

39. NATO at a crossroads: Uncertain future

Summary:
The geopolitical landscape surrounding NATO has reached a pivotal juncture as the U.S. under President Trump
adopts a transactional stance toward long-standing alliances. Trump's decision to pressure NATO members into
increasing their defense spending, coupled with his skepticism regarding NATO's expansion and Ukraine’s
membership bid, has fueled European apprehensions. The U.S.-Russia meeting in Riyadh, which excluded
European stakeholders, further underscored the shifting balance of power, with European leaders scrambling to
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ensure regional security independent of U.S. commitments. France, in an unprecedented move, hinted at
extending its nuclear protection to allies, while the EU pledged a staggering $862 billion toward defense. This
recalibration of alliances marks a significant departure from the post-World War II security framework,
highlighting an uncertain future for NATO and European security.
The article also highlights America’s internal struggles, with a soaring $35 trillion debt prompting Trump to
take a hardline approach against global commitments. His withdrawal from international organizations and
insistence on financial contributions from NATO allies reflect a broader strategy of prioritizing domestic
interests over multilateral agreements. The potential weakening of NATO without U.S. backing raises critical
questions about Europe's ability to defend itself against external threats, particularly.in light of Russia and
China’s growing concerns. If the U.S. were to step back, NATO risks becoming a fragmented regional entity,
significantly diminishing its strategic weight. This shift signals the emergence of a new world order, where
global alliances are rapidly evolving, compelling nations to reassess their geopolitical alignments.
Overview:
The article critically examines the uncertain future of NATO as the U.S. redefines its role in global security. It
highlights Trump's policies that prioritize American interests, reduce financial commitments to NATO, and shift
military responsibilities onto European allies. European leaders, recognizing this shift, are responding with
increased defense spending and strategic recalibrations. The broader implications suggest a decline in U.S.
influence over NATO, a potential realignment of global alliances, and a restructured balance of power in
international geopolitics.
NOTES:
NATO's future remains uncertain as.the U.S. moves toward a self-serving foreign policy, compelling European
nations to take independent security measures. Trump's demand for increased NATO defense spending and his
opposition to further expansion reflect a shift from multilateralism to transactional diplomacy. The strategic
fallout is evident in Europe’s $862 billion defense pledge and France's unprecedented nuclear security
proposition. With the U.S. reducing military aid and questioning its commitment to Article 5, NATO risks
fragmentation, leading to a realignment of global power structures. The U.S.’s $35 trillion debt and its
withdrawal from international organizations further exacerbate this shift, signaling a departure from the post-
war global order. As nations navigate these uncertainties, the future of Western security hangs in the balance.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e International Relations (Shifting global alliances, U.S. foreign policy)
o Strategic-Studies (NATO’s role in global security)
e Current Affairs (European defense policies, U.S.-Russia relations)
e International Organizations (U.S. withdrawal from multilateral commitments)
Notes for Beginners:
NATO, an alliance originally formed to counter Soviet influence, is facing a critical phase as the U.S. under
President Trump reassesses its role. Trump's demand that NATO members increase their defense spending from
2% to 5% of GDP has made European nations uneasy, especially as they rely heavily on American military
power. His reluctance to support Ukraine’s NATO bid aligns with Russia’s stance that NATO’s expansion is a
security threat. Meanwhile, European leaders are preparing for a future where they may have to defend
themselves without U.S. support. The EU’s massive $862 billion defense investment and France’s nuclear
security proposal show that Europe is taking these threats seriously. The global balance of power is shifting,
and countries must now decide their alliances carefully.
Facts and Figures:
e NATO expanded from 12 members in 1949 to 32 in 2024.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




= | pee
W | VOO
o The EU pledged $862 billion to strengthen its defense following U.S. policy changes.
o The U.S. has a $35 trillion national debt, increasing by $1 trillion every 100 days.
e France has suggested nuclear protection for its European allies, a first in its history.
e The U.S. has withdrawn from WHO, UNESCO, and the Paris Climate Agreement under Trump’s
policies.
To sum up, NATO stands at a crossroads as the U.S. redefines its global role, forcing Europe to rethink its
defense strategy. Trump's policies reflect a shift from collective security to financial self-interest, straining
transatlantic ties. If NATO weakens, the geopolitical landscape will undergo significant changes, with new
alliances emerging and existing power dynamics reshaped. The world is witnessing the early stages of a new
global order where strategic decisions today will determine future security alignments.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Transactional — Based on financial or material exchanges (Syn: commercial, profit-driven | Ant:
ideological, altruistic)
e Watershed — A critical turning point (Syn: milestone, breakthrough | Ant: stagnation, regression)
e [opsided — Uneven or imbalanced (Syn: disproportionate, one-sided | Ant: balanced, equal)
e Triad — A group of three interconnected elements (Syn: trio, triplet | Ant: singular, separate)
e (Geo-economic — Relating to the economic strategies of nations (Syn: geopolitical economy, trade-based
| Ant: non-strategic)

40. Comprehensive national security policy

Summary:

The modern strategic landscape has been shaped by the rapid advancement of communication technology and the
geopolitical ambitions of global powers. Imperialist nations, driven by their thirst for dominance, have weaponized
not only conventional and nuclear arms but also media platforms to manipulate global narratives. A stark example
of this was the U.S. and Britain's misinformation campaign against Iraq, which justified military intervention under
the false pretense of WMDs. Similarly, democracy and human rights have become mere tools of political
convenience, evident in the West's selective outrage over conflicts like Palestine and Kashmir. In this chaotic global
order, Pakistan has found itself entangled in power struggles since its inception, particularly during the Cold War.
The post-9/11 world further complicated Pakistan's strategic position, forcing it to navigate between global
superpowers while battling  internal security threats. Despite its precarious situation, Pakistan lacked a
comprehensive security framework, often resorting to ad hoc measures that proved ineffective against mounting
threats. The National Action Plan, formulated after the 2014 APS massacre, attempted to address security lapses,
but its flawed execution allowed terrorist networks to regroup. The situation was exacerbated by political infighting,
media manipulatien, and foreign interference, all contributing to Pakistan’s internal instability.

To counter these existential threats, a robust national security policy is imperative. The article proposes a series of
urgent measures, including bolstering the FIA’s cyber security division, modernizing provincial police forces, and
curbing anti-state propaganda on social media. Additionally, the military must implement a citizen-based
intelligence system to detect subversive elements. Foreign-funded NGOs engaged in ideological warfare should be
scrutinized, and political factions inciting public distrust against state institutions must face stringent consequences.
Furthermore, the reinstatement of military courts is recommended to ensure swift justice, especially for those
involved in terrorism. The article also stresses the importance of recalibrating Pakistan’s foreign policy, advocating
for stronger ties with China and Russia while reassessing its approach to the U.S.-led Global War on Terror. In light
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of persistent security challenges, the government must adopt a zero-tolerance policy against terrorism and its
facilitators. Only through an uncompromising commitment to national security can Pakistan protect its sovereignty
and ensure stability for future generations.
Overview:
This article discusses Pakistan's long-standing security challenges and the failures of past policies in addressing
them. It examines the manipulation of global narratives by powerful nations and highlights how Pakistan, caught in
the crossfire of global conflicts, has suffered due to weak strategic planning. The piece of writing underscores the
necessity of a proactive security framework, proposing several reforms to counter terrorism, cyber threats, and
internal subversion. The central argument is that Pakistan must establish a comprehensive, well-executed security
policy to navigate modern warfare complexities and safeguard its sovereignty.
NOTES:
This article provides critical analysis of the global security paradigm and Pakistan’s geopolitical struggles It
highlights the impact of media warfare, the role of powerful nations in shaping conflicts, and the repercussions of
weak security policies. Understanding the implications of the National Action Plan and the recommended reforms
can help aspirants analyze Pakistan’s security dynamics in their essays-and policy discussions. The article also acts
as a case study in realpolitik, illustrating how nations prioritize interests over ethics in global diplomacy.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

e International Relations — Global security threats, U.S. foreign policy, and power politics

e Pakistan Affairs — National security challenges, counterterrorism policies, and the National Action Plan

e Governance and Public Policy — Security governance, law enforcement reforms, and media regulation

e Current Affairs — Pakistan’s foreign relations, counterinsurgency strategies, and internal stability
Notes for beginners:
National security is essential for a.country’s stability. When security is weak, it leads to terrorism, instability, and
external interference. For instance, after 9/11, the U.S. justified invading Iraq based on false information, showing
how powerful nations manipulate narratives for their interests. Similarly, Pakistan has faced security issues,
particularly after the Cold War and 9/11, where it had to align itself with global powers while dealing with internal
threats. The 2014 APS attack exposed the country's security vulnerabilities, leading to the National Action Plan.
However, weak implementation has allowed terrorism to resurface. The article suggests reforms like modernizing
the police, strengthening cyber security, and reassessing foreign relations to make Pakistan more secure. A key
lesson is that without a well-planned security strategy, a nation remains vulnerable to both internal and external
threats.
Facts and figures:

e ' The 9/11 attacks led to the U.S. launching the War on Terror, affecting Pakistan's security landscape.

e The APS attack in 2014 resulted in over 140 casualties, prompting the National Action Plan.

e Pakistan has suffered over 80,000 deaths due to terrorism-related incidents since 2001.

e The U.S:"and UK admitted to fabricating evidence against Iraq regarding WMDs.

e Social media manipulation has become a powerful tool in modern warfare, used for propaganda and

misinformation.

To wrap up, This article presents a compelling case for an urgent overhaul of Pakistan’s security policy. It analyzes
past failures, exposes the dangers of media warfare, and emphasizes the need for strong governance in
counterterrorism efforts. The proposed measures, if effectively implemented, could reinforce Pakistan’s security
framework and restore public trust in state institutions. In a world where narratives are weaponized, a resilient
security strategy is Pakistan’s best defense against both visible and covert threats.
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Difficult words and meanings:

e Hegemony — Dominance or control over others (Syn: supremacy, dominance | Ant: subordination)

e Imperialist — Relating to a policy of extending a country's power (Syn: expansionist, colonialist | Ant:
isolationist)

e Propaganda — Biased or misleading information spread to influence opinions (Syn: misinformation,
disinformation | Ant: truth, accuracy)

e Ad hoc — Created for a specific purpose, often temporary (Syn: improvised, provisional | Ant: permanent,
planned)

e Quagmire — A difficult or hazardous situation (Syn: predicament, entanglement | Ant: solution, ease)

e Subversion — Undermining authority or established order (Syn: sabotage, destabilization | Ant: stability,
loyalty)

e Recalibrate — Adjust or modify for accuracy (Syn: readjust, refine | Ant: misalign, distort)

41. Space: The next battleground

Summary:

Space has emerged as the latest battleground in global military competition, with major powers racing to dominate
this domain. The United States, Russia, China, and India have ramped up their investments in space defense,
leveraging satellite technology, electronic warfare, and ‘anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons to gain strategic superiority.
The U.S. remains at the forefront, allocating a massive budget for space defense, collaborating with private firms,
and integrating space assets into its military operations. Meanwhile; China and Russia are aggressively challenging
American dominance, developing sophisticated space-based capabilities such as cyber warfare, satellite jamming,
and space surveillance. India, too, has expanded. its military space program, forging alliances with the U.S. and
enhancing its reconnaissance and navigation systems. Despite these advancements, Pakistan's space program lags
behind, though efforts are being made to bridge the gap through collaborations with China and Turkey. The growing
militarization of space; coupled with the absence of strict regulations, signals a dangerous escalation in global
tensions.

The militarization-of space has far-reaching consequences, with private companies like SpaceX playing a crucial
role in modern warfare. Space-based intelligence and communication networks have already influenced conflicts,
as seen in Ukraine’s use of Starlink against Russia. This shift towards space warfare raises serious security concerns,
especially as global powers continiue to block disarmament initiatives at the UN. The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
prohibits deploying weapons in Low Earth Orbit (LEO), yet major nations have circumvented these restrictions
through advanced ASAT programs. The absence of concrete regulations increases the risk of an arms race in space,
which could potentially escalate into nuclear conflicts. In this scenario, Pakistan must recognize the strategic
significance of space-and invest in technological advancements to safeguard its national security. The race for space
supremacy is no longer a distant future—it is already underway, and nations that fail to adapt risk falling behind in
the geopolitical landscape.

Overview:

The article discusses the growing militarization of space, emphasizing the strategic competition between global
powers. It highlights the role of advanced space technologies in modern warfare, the dominance of the U.S., and
the increasing challenges posed by China, Russia, and India. The article also underscores the lack of international
regulations on space militarization and the risks of escalating conflicts.
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NOTES:
The militarization of space has emerged as a critical aspect of global defense strategies, with major powers investing
heavily in satellite technology, communication networks, and anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons. The United States,
maintaining its dominance, has allocated billions to its space force, collaborating with private firms to enhance
electronic warfare and cyber capabilities. Meanwhile, China and Russia are rapidly advancing their space programs,
focusing on space surveillance, jamming technologies, and strategic missile systems. India, leveraging its
geopolitical positioning, has significantly expanded its space defense initiatives, developing reconnaissance
satellites and engaging in strategic alliances. Pakistan, although lagging, formulated its first space policy in 2023
and is seeking collaborations to bridge this technological gap. The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 restricts
weaponization in Low Earth Orbit (LEO), yet major powers continue their pursuit of militarized space dominance,
as evident from the failure to agree on disarmament resolutions. This escalating competition, coupled with the
involvement of private space firms in conflicts, signals a new era of warfare extending beyond Earth’s atmosphere
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (Global military competition, strategic alliances, arms race)

e Pakistan Affairs (Pakistan’s space policy, national security concerns)

e Science and Technology (Space technology, ASAT weapons, satellite warfare)

Current Affairs (Geopolitical tensions, military advancements, role of private firms in warfare)
Notes for Beginners:
The global military landscape is shifting beyond traditional battlefields, with nations now focusing on space as the
next frontier for defense. Countries like the U.S., China, and Russia are investing in satellite technology, space-
based surveillance, and cyber warfare to strengthen their military capabilities. For example, the U.S. uses satellites
for spying and military coordination, while China has developed systems to disrupt enemy satellites. India is also
expanding its space defense program, using satellites to monitor Pakistan’s movements. Pakistan, however, is still
in the early stages of its space program and relies on partnerships with allies like China and Turkey. As space
becomes a critical domain for national security, nations that fail to keep up risk being vulnerable in future conflicts.
Facts and Figures:

e Global military space budget in 2023: $57 billion (56% of total government space spending)

e U.S. Space Defense Budget for 2024: $29.4 billion

e China’s Military Space Budget: $10 billion annually

e India’s ASAT Missile Test: Conducted in 2019, demonstrating its ability to destroy enemy satellites

e Russia’s 2021 ASAT Test: Used to counter U.S. and NATO influence

e | Pakistan’s First Space Policy: Introduced in 2023, focusing on collaboration with China and Turkey
To sum up, Space is no longer just about exploration—it is now a battlefield where nations compete for dominance.
The U.S.; China, Russia, and India are engaged in an intense race, investing billions in space-based defense
technologies. The absence of strict regulations raises concerns about an escalating arms race, making it essential for
Pakistan to enhance its space capabilities. Ignoring this new dimension of warfare could leave nations vulnerable,
as modern conflicts are increasingly being shaped by technological superiority in space.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Militarization — The process of equipping or preparing for war (Syn: armament, weaponization | Ant:

disarmament, pacification)
e Reconnaissance — Military observation to gather intelligence (Syn: surveillance, scouting | Ant: ignorance,
negligence)
e Supremacy — The state of being superior to others (Syn: dominance, hegemony | Ant: inferiority, weakness)
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42. Proposed counter terrorism strategy for Pakistan

Summary:
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism strategy requires a proactive and multidimensional approach that combines military
action, intelligence strengthening, diplomatic engagement, and socio-economic reforms. The revival of the National
Action Plan (NAP) remains central to dismantling terrorist networks, enhancing security forces, and leveraging
advanced technologies like Al-based surveillance and drones. However, eliminating terrorism demands more than
just kinetic operations; it necessitates addressing cross-border threats, securing diplomatic support, and cutting off
external financing. Furthermore, fostering political harmony is crucial for unified and consistent policy
implementation, ensuring long-term success in countering extremism and militancy.
A key pillar of counter-terrorism efforts lies in addressing the socio-economic roots of extremism. Investment in
education, employment, and governance reforms in marginalized regions can‘mitigate radicalization. Judicial
strengthening, fair trials, and witness protection are also essential in ensuring the rule of law. Learning from
international models, such as the UK’s “Prevent” strategy or Saudi Arabia’s rehabilitation programs, Pakistan can
integrate effective de-radicalization mechanisms. Despite challenges like economic constraints, weak governance,
and ideological extremism, Pakistan must adopt a holistic and sustained counter-terrorism approach that balances
security with long-term reforms.
Overview:
The article discusses a comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy for Pakistan, emphasizing both military and socio-
political measures. It highlights the importance of reviving the NAP, modernizing intelligence, countering cross-
border threats, and strengthening governance. Lessons. from global counter-terrorism models suggest integrating
de-radicalization efforts, diplomatic initiatives, and socio-economic development to curb extremism effectively.
NOTES:
Counter-terrorism in Pakistan requires a dual approach: immediate security measures and long-term socio-political
reforms. The NAP remains pivotal, incorporating intelligence strengthening, military operations, and diplomatic
efforts to eliminate external support for tetrorism. International models like the UK’s Prevent strategy and Saudi
Arabia’s rehabilitation programs provide important insights. However, Pakistan faces unique challenges, including
economic instability, ideological extremism, and cross-border threats. Political harmony and governance reforms
are essential to sustain counter-terrorism efforts effectively.
Relevant CSS Syllabus topics:

e Pakistan Affairs — Counter-terrorism policies, National Action Plan, governance challenges

e [ Current Affairs — Global counter-terrorism models, international cooperation on security

e | International Relations — Diplomatic efforts against terrorism, cross-border security

e Political Science= Political stability and its role in counter-terrorism

e Sociology — Radicalization, community engagement, and counter-narratives
Notes for beginners:
Counter-terrorism is the effort to prevent and combat terrorism through military action, intelligence gathering, and
social reforms. Pakistan introduced the National Action Plan (NAP) in 2014 to counter terrorism, focusing on both
security measures and addressing the root causes of extremism. For instance, intelligence-based operations
significantly reduced terrorist activities in Karachi and FATA. Countries like the UK, through its Prevent Strategy,
work to stop radicalization by engaging communities, while Saudi Arabia’s rehabilitation programs help reintegrate
extremists into society. In Pakistan, cross-border threats from Afghanistan, weak governance, and economic
instability make long-term counter-terrorism efforts challenging. A balanced strategy that includes security
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operations, education, employment, and governance reforms is essential for eradicating extremism and ensuring
national stability.
Facts and figures:
e National Action Plan (2014) introduced 20 key points to combat terrorism in Pakistan.
e Pakistan faced 1,524 terrorist attacks in 2023, showing an increase in militant activities.
e  More than 70,000 Pakistanis have lost their lives due to terrorism since 2001.
e Karachi’s crime rate dropped by 70% after intelligence-based operations under the Rangers-led crackdown.
e The UK’s Prevent Strategy has trained over 300,000 public sector workers to recognize signs of
radicalization.
Saudi Arabia’s rehabilitation program has a 90% success rate in reintegrating former extremists into society.
To wrap up, Pakistan’s fight against terrorism demands a balanced, strategic, and sustained approach. While military
operations remain crucial, long-term stability requires education, employment, governance reforms, and community
engagement to counter extremism at its roots. Learning from global counter-terrorism strategies and ensuring
political harmony will be vital for a secure and stable Pakistan.
Difficult words and meanings:
e Kinetic (adj.) — Related to movement or action (Syn: active, dynamic | Ant: passive, static)
e Preempt (v.) — To take action in advance to prevent something (Syn: forestall, prevent | Ant: allow, permit)
e Radicalization (n.) — The process of adopting extreme views (Syn: extremism, militancy | Ant: moderation,
neutrality)
e Rehabilitation (n.) — The process of restoring to a normal condition (Syn: reintegration, recovery | Ant:
deterioration, neglect)
e De-radicalization (n.) — Reducing extremist beliefs (Syn: reformation, moderation | Ant: indoctrination,

radicalization)
e Vulnerabilities (n.) — Weaknesses that can be exploited (Syn: susceptibilities, risks | Ant: strengths,
safeguards)
e Autonomy (n.) —. Self-governance or independence (Syn: sovereignty, self-rule | Ant: dependence,
subjugation)
43. Social media: A call for a reset
Summary:

Social media has undeniably reshaped human interaction, dissolving geographical boundaries and fostering global
connectivity. While its benefits are profound—enabling free expression, influencing policymaking, and promoting
cultural cohesion—its unchecked influence has also introduced severe challenges. The spread of misinformation,
manipulation of public opinion, and deepening cultural divisions have turned social media into a double-edged
sword. The Arab Spring exemplifies its power to mobilize change, yet the same platforms have become breeding
grounds for propaganda, hate speech, and ideological extremism. Instead of uniting, social media sometimes
exacerbates divisions, fueling nationalism, xenophobia, and societal polarization.

To harness its potential for good, effective regulation is imperative. Governments and platforms must collaborate
to curb misinformation, enforce account verifications, and promote constructive discourse. Algorithms should be
transparent, prioritizing content that fosters understanding rather than division. Educating users about responsible
engagement is crucial, but stricter regulations must be in place to prevent the misuse of digital influence. While a
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return to a pre-social media era is implausible, strategic interventions can transform it into a force for positive
change, ensuring that it serves as a tool for unity rather than a catalyst for chaos.
Overview:
The article examines the transformative power of social media, highlighting both its benefits and its drawbacks. It
acknowledges its role in shaping political landscapes, cultural exchange, and awareness while warning against
misinformation, propaganda, and social division. The piece advocates for a regulated digital space that promotes
ethical and responsible use.
NOTES:
Social media is an indispensable force in modern governance, influencing political movements, policymaking, and
public discourse. The Arab Spring works as a case study for its potential to drive political change, yet the same
platforms enable fifth-generation warfare, propaganda, and ideological extremism: Cultural exchange thrives on
social media, but resistance to foreign influences has also led to nationalism and xenophobia. Effective digital
regulation is crucial for preserving global harmony, preventing manipulation, and ensuring that social media
remains a tool for progress rather than discord.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
o International Relations: Social media's role in shaping 'global political movements, its impact on
governance, and the need for regulations in digital diplomacy.
e Political Science: How social media influences policymaking, public opinion, and political discourse.
e Sociology: The sociocultural impact of digital platforms, theirrole in cultural integration, and the challenges
of cultural resistance.
e Mass Communication & Journalism: The spread of fake news, the role of digital media in information
warfare, and media ethics.
Notes for Beginners:
Social media has changed how people interact, allowing.them to share opinions, influence politics, and connect
with others worldwide. For example, during the Arab Spring, social media helped people protest against unfair
governments. However, it also has problems, like spreading fake news, increasing hatred, and making people
believe misleading information. Some groups use social media to create conflicts, while others use it to share
knowledge. To fix these issues, experts suggest making rules that stop fake news and encourage good content. For
instance, if platforms promote only helpful discussions, people can use social media more wisely.
Facts and Figures:
e _Over4.9 billion people use social media worldwide, making it a major influence on public opinion.
o Fake news spreads six times faster than real news, increasing misinformation-related risks.
e ' In the Arab Spring, Twitter and Facebook were key in organizing protests and overthrowing governments.
e Hate speech and propaganda online have led to violent conflicts in various countries, including Myanmar
and Ethiopia.
To wrap up, Social media is a powerful tool that has revolutionized communication and activism, yet its potential
for harm cannot be ignored. Without proper regulations, it risks deepening divisions and spreading misinformation.
If used responsibly, however, it can foster unity, cultural exchange, and informed public discourse. The future of
social media depends on how well it is managed, ensuring that it remains a force for positive change rather than a
source of global instability.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Fostering — Encouraging or promoting growth (Syn: Nurturing, Supporting | Ant: Hindering, Discouraging)
e Mobilizing — Organizing or preparing for action (Syn: Activating, Rallying | Ant: Restraining, Suppressing)
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44, The Trump Effect

Summary:
Donald Trump's approach to international affairs has sent shockwaves across the global stage, redefining diplomatic
and economic relations with an iron fist. His policies blend hard-hitting realpolitik with aggressive economic
maneuvers, shaking up alliances and unsettling adversaries alike. Whether through trade wars, coercive diplomacy,
or an unyielding stance on Israel, Trump’s actions leave no room for ambiguity. His audacious proposal to transform
Gaza into a luxury waterfront, disregarding its humanitarian crisis, exemplifies his unorthodox and often ruthless
methods. Likewise, his sudden pivot on Ukraine—demanding a hefty share of its natural resources as a price for
continued US support—illustrates the stark transition from Biden’s strategic assistance to Trump’s transactional
diplomacy. In his bid to ensure American primacy, Trump prioritizes economic advantage over traditional
geopolitics, tilting the global balance in unpredictable ways.
Nowhere is this upheaval more evident than in Eastern Europe, where Trump’s willingness to abandon Ukraine
adds another chapter to America’s history of broken promises. Ukraine, having already relinquished its nuclear
arsenal under false assurances, finds itself caught between a‘rock and a hard place—unable to meet Trump’s
exploitative demands, yet incapable of resisting Russian _advances alone. The broader geopolitical chessboard
reflects a deepening sense of betrayal and disillusionment, as Trump’s policies blur the lines between diplomacy
and outright extortion. With NATO’s expansion fueling Russian aggression, and Trump's America-first approach
exacerbating global instability, the world stands at a precarious crossroads. This shifting paradigm underscores the
evolving nature of power struggles in the 21st century, where economic leverage and strategic maneuvering take
precedence over traditional military alliances.
Overview:
The article dissects the sweeping impact of Trump's policies on international relations, particularly in Gaza and
Ukraine. It highlights his reliance on economic coercion rather than traditional diplomacy, as seen in his attempts
to capitalize on Gaza’s crisis for financial gain and his ultimatum to Ukraine for resource control. The shift from
Biden’s support to Trump’s exploitative stance has left Ukraine stranded, exposing the fragility of Western alliances.
The discussion also touches on NATO’s expansion and Russia’s response, framing the Ukraine conflict as a
consequence of past betrayals. Overall, the piece presents Trump as a disruptor, reshaping the world order through
aggressive economic tactics rather than conventional strategic engagement.
NOTES:
Trump's policies mark a transition from traditional alliances to hard-nosed economic negotiations, showcasing the
increasing role of geoeconomics in global strategy. His handling of Gaza and Ukraine highlights the growing trend
of transactional diplomacy, where economic gains dictate foreign policy decisions. The article also looks into
NATO’s eastward expansion and Russia’s countermeasures, providing essential context for understanding the
Ukraine conflict. Furthermore, it underscores how economic leverage—rather than military force—is shaping
modern power struggles, making it a valuable case study in global governance and strategic competition.
CSS Syllabus Relevance:

e International Relations — US foreign policy shifts, geoeconomics in global power dynamics

e Political Science — The transformation of diplomacy under Trump, coercive statecraft

e  Current Affairs — Impact of Trump’s policies on Gaza, Ukraine, and NATO expansion

e US History & Foreign Policy — America's shifting role in global alliances
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Notes for Beginners:

The article examines how Donald Trump has upended international diplomacy by prioritizing economic gains over
long-standing alliances. His policies, often aggressive and unpredictable, focus on securing financial advantages
for the US rather than maintaining stability. For instance, his idea to transform Gaza into a luxury destination ignores
the humanitarian crisis, treating it as a business opportunity rather than a war-torn region. Similarly, his demand for
Ukraine’s natural resources in exchange for continued support reflects a stark departure from traditional US foreign
policy. This shift highlights the growing importance of economic power in global affairs, replacing military alliances
with financial leverage. The article also examines how NATO’s expansion triggered Russia’s response in Ukraine,
leading to a prolonged conflict.

Facts and Figures:

e Trade Wars & Economic Policies: The Trump administration has initiated a global trade war based on
reciprocal tariffs, seeking to correct what it perceives as an imbalance in global trade relations:

e Gaza Controversy: Trump has proposed an extreme real estate solution for Gaza—evicting its inhabitants
and turning it into a luxury waterfront destination—despite widespread condemnation.

o Ukraine & NATO Betrayal: The 1994 Budapest Memorandum guaranteed Ukraine's security in exchange
for giving up nuclear weapons, but the US and UK failed to uphold these assurances, leading to its
vulnerability against Russian aggression.

e Russian Annexation: In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea to secure access to the Black Sea, and in 2022, it
further expanded its control by annexing four Ukrainian oblasts—Donetsk, Kherson, Luhansk, and
Zaporizhzhia—creating a buffer zone.

e NATO Expansion: Despite assurances to/Russia that NATO would not expand eastward, the alliance now
includes 32 member states, exacerbating geopolitical tensions.

e Trump’s Demands from Ukraine: The Trump administration has conditioned US support to Ukraine on
receiving a 50% share ‘in its rare earth metals, minerals, oil, and gas reserves—highlighting economic
coercion.

e Strategic Implications: Trump's policies have heightened geopolitical instability, fostering uncertainty in
global alliances and exacerbating conflicts in regions like Gaza and Ukraine.

To sum up, This article provides a compelling analysis of Trump's disruptive foreign policy, demonstrating how
economic interests now dictate international relations more than ever before. His actions—whether in Gaza,
Ukraine, or the broader geopolitical landscape—reflect a world where financial muscle increasingly outweighs
diplomatic ties. The shift from traditional alliances to transactional dealings poses serious implications for global
stability, as countries must now navigate power struggles driven by economic coercion. Trump's approach works as
a stark reminder that in today’s world, diplomacy is no longer just about alliances and military strength but also
about strategic economic dominance.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

1. Realpolitik — Politics based on practical and material factors rather than moral or ideological considerations (Syn:
Pragmatism | Ant: Idealism)

2. Coercion — The practice of forcing someone to act in a certain way (Syn: Compulsion | Ant: Voluntariness)

3. Largesse — Generosity in bestowing gifts or money (Syn: Munificence | Ant: Stinginess)

4. Benevolence — The quality of being well-meaning and kind (Syn: Kindness | Ant: Malevolence)
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45. The Trump Effect

Summary:
President Trump's approach to the Ukraine-Russia conflict marks a stark departure from his predecessor's policies,
prioritizing an immediate cessation of hostilities over military victory. His potential unilateral withdrawal of support
for Ukraine has left European allies in disarray, struggling to navigate the geopolitical upheaval. The US had
previously spearheaded a collective Western effort to counter Russia, investing heavily in Ukraine’s defense.
However, Trump’s shift signals a pragmatic realignment, seeking economic and strategic gains by engaging Russia.
He aims to halt military aid to Ukraine, secure control over its rich natural resources, and re-enter the Russian
market, all while pressuring Europe to shoulder more of NATO’s financial burden. This shift leaves Ukraine in an
unenviable position—having lost territory, human capital, and strategic resources, it now faces a future shaped by
external bargains rather than national agency.
For Russia, Trump's policies could prove a geopolitical windfall, reinforcing President Putin’s standing. The US’s
tacit acknowledgment that Ukraine will neither reclaim lost territory nor join NATO effectively validates Russia’s
objectives, paving the way for an end to its international isolation. Economically, Russia stands to benefit from
renewed US investments and the potential lifting of sanctions. Additionally, Putin’s strengthened ties with China
bolster Russia’s global positioning, ensuring that Europe, despite its misgivings, will have to recalibrate its stance
toward Moscow. The situation underscores the volatility of US foreign policy, leaving American allies wary—if
Ukraine can be abandoned so swiftly, could Taiwan face asimilar fate in the future? The "Trump Effect" introduces
new complexities to global power dynamics, hinting ‘at an era of transactional diplomacy driven by economic
incentives rather than ideological commitments.
Overview:
The article dissects President Trump's foreign policy shift, particularly regarding the Ukraine-Russia war,
emphasizing its ramifications for Europe, the US, Russia, and Ukraine. It highlights the economic motivations
behind Trump's decisions and their potential long-term impact on global geopolitics, questioning the reliability of
US commitments to its allies.
NOTES:
The article lays bare the seismic shift in US foreign policy under Trump, where economic interests and transactional
diplomacy increasingly overshadow traditional alliances, leaving NATO and European security hanging by a thread.
This analysis is pivotal for understanding how unilateral actions, such as Trump's attempt to halt military aid to
Ukraine in favor of extracting valuable natural resources, can upend long-established diplomatic arrangements and
recalibrate global power dynamics. The article challenges conventional theories by arguing that the US's current
approach is less about ideological confrontation and more about economic coercion, a notion that demands a
rethinking of how global alliances are built and maintained. This article is a case study in the art of balancing
national sovereignty with economic imperatives, revealing the often-overlooked interplay between sanctions,
defense spending;.and strategic recalibration. It not only enriches our understanding of US-Russia relations and the
shifting contours of power in the Indo-Pacific but also acts as a reminder that in the modern world, diplomacy is as
much about money and trade as it is about military might and ideological alignment.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations (US foreign policy, global power shifts, NATO, Russia-China ties)

e  Current Affairs (Ukraine conflict, US-Europe relations)

e Political Science (geopolitical strategies, diplomacy, state sovereignty)
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Notes for beginners:
The article discusses how President Trump plans to change US policy toward the Ukraine war. Instead of continuing
support, he wants to stop the war quickly, even if it benefits Russia. This confuses US allies in Europe, who had
invested heavily in helping Ukraine. Trump also wants economic gains, such as access to Ukraine’s and Russia’s
natural resources. This shift makes Russia stronger, as it regains lost economic opportunities and strengthens its
alliance with China. A similar situation could happen with Taiwan if the US suddenly changes its approach. The
article highlights how global politics depend on economic and strategic interests rather than loyalty between
countries.
Facts and Figures:

e The Ukraine war has cost the US over $113 billion in aid to Ukraine.

e Russia controls about 20% of Ukrainian territory, including key industrial regions.

e The US had previously imposed over 13,000 sanctions on Russia, impacting its economy.

e Ukraine lost over 100,000 soldiers and millions of civilians have fled the country.

e China and Russia's trade increased by over 30% after Western sanctions. on Moscow.
To sum up, The article presents a compelling analysis of Trump’s strategic maneuvering, which prioritizes economic
benefits over ideological alliances. While Ukraine remains the greatest loser in this policy shift, Russia and the US
stand to gain from renewed cooperation. The unpredictability of US foreign policy is once again highlighted, leaving
allies uncertain about Washington’s long-term commitments. The Trump. Effect, as described, underscores the
transactional nature of modern geopolitics, where economic interests often outweigh traditional alliances.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Paradigm shift — A fundamental change in approach or underlying assumptions (Syn: transformation,

revolution | Ant: stagnation, continuity)
o Stupefied — Shocked or stunned into silence (Syn: dumbfounded, astonished | Ant: aware, unfazed)
e Ramifications — Consequences or outcomes of an-action (Syn: repercussions, implications | Ant: causes,
origins)
e Ingress — The act of entering or gaining access (Syn: entry, admission | Ant: egress, exit)
e Vindicate — To justify or prove the correctness of a stance (Syn: justify, absolve | Ant: condemn, disprove)

46. Divided Taliban

Summary:

The Afghan Taliban's internal discord has thrown the country into a political quagmire, with the ideological divide
between the Kandahar and Kabul factions deepening day by day. The hardline Kandahar leadership, led by Mullah
Hibatullah Akhundzada, has pushed an exclusionary governance model, alienating not only pragmatic Taliban
leaders but also the.international community. While some analysts wrongly credit the Taliban with bringing stability,
the reality paints a starkly different picture—one where Afghanistan was largely sustained by American financial
aid, which has now been curtailed. The abrupt suspension of this support has exacerbated internal strife within the
Taliban ranks, fueling factional conflicts and power struggles. Complicating matters further, Afghanistan’s relations
with neighboring Pakistan have soured due to the Taliban's alleged backing of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
leading to Pakistan’s retaliatory measures, including airstrikes and economic sanctions. Meanwhile, China and India
remain wary of deepening ties with the Taliban, given the persistent threat of transnational terrorist groups operating
within Afghan territory.
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The Taliban’s rigid ideological stance has not only hindered Afghanistan’s global diplomatic standing but has also
jeopardized its economic future. China, which once eyed Afghanistan for its rich mineral resources, is hesitant due
to fears of militant spillover into Xinjiang. Similarly, India remains skeptical, given the Taliban’s poor human rights
record and their association with extremist factions. On the other hand, the United States is likely to intensify its
stance against the Taliban, especially with the new administration questioning past financial assistance to the
regime. With internal divisions festering and external pressures mounting, the Taliban find themselves at a
crossroads. If they fail to adopt an inclusive political framework and sever ties with militant outfits, they risk pushing
Afghanistan further into isolation and instability, leaving the war-ravaged country without a viable future.
Overview:
The article highlights the deepening rift within the Afghan Taliban, primarily between the Kandahar and Kabul
factions. It highlights how the Taliban's governance is marked by ideological rigidity, leading to worsening foreign
relations and internal discord. The loss of American financial support has exposed the Taliban’s inability to sustain
governance without foreign aid, while tensions with Pakistan, China, and India further complicate Afghanistan’s
diplomatic landscape. The article argues that without an inclusive political approach and the expulsion of terrorist
elements, Afghanistan’s future remains bleak.
NOTES:
The article provides critical analysis of Afghanistan’s political-instability, the Taliban’s internal divisions, and its
strained foreign relations. It provides a comprehensive understanding of how governance without inclusivity leads
to diplomatic isolation and economic turmoil. The analysis of transnational terrorist networks operating in
Afghanistan is also relevant for security studies.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (Afghanistan’s diplomatic challenges, global responses to Taliban rule)

e  Current Affairs (Pakistan-Afghanistan tensions, U.S. foreign policy shifts)

e Governance & Public Policies (Impact of ideological governance on state stability)

e Security Studies (Terrorist networks and regional security)
Notes for Beginners:
The article explains how Afghanistan, under the Taliban, is facing serious internal and external challenges. There
are two main groups within the Taliban: one in Kandahar, led by a strict leader, and another in Kabul, which is more
flexible. The country was receiving financial help from the U.S., but after this support stopped, the Taliban started
facing difficulties in running the government. Pakistan and Afghanistan are also at odds because of terrorist groups,
leading to rising tensions between the two countries. China and India, which could have helped Afghanistan’s
economy, hesitant due to security risks. If the Taliban do not change their approach, Afghanistan may become even
more isolated and unstable.
Facts and Figures:

o The Biden administration provided $40 million per week in aid to Afghanistan before it was suspended.

o Pakistan witnessed a 70% increase in terrorist attacks in 2024, resulting in around 1,000 deaths.

e China’s concern over Afghan terrorist groups stems from the potential revival of the East Turkestan Islamic

Movement, which threatens Xinjiang.

To sum up, Afghanistan stands at a critical juncture, where its leadership must choose between stubborn isolationism
and pragmatic governance. The Taliban’s internal divisions, coupled with external pressures, indicate that without
major policy shifts, the country will continue down a path of instability. A rigid ideological stance in today’s
interconnected world only spells disaster, and unless the Taliban embrace inclusivity and diplomatic engagement,
Afghanistan’s future remains bleak.
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47. Then and Now

Summary:
President Trump’s return in 2025 marks a dramatic yet paradoxical resurgence where he appears more in control
and determined than ever before. His revamped administration is characterized by a ruthless, no-holds-barred
approach—cutting through bureaucracy with a chainsaw-like efficiency and centralizing power within the
Republican Party. Yet, while his supporters applaud his bold promises of lower prices and a revitalized America,
his policies—ranging from sweeping tariffs to mass deportations—are poised to hurt everyday Americans by
driving up costs and undermining established alliances. This bold recalibration, aimed at rebalancing US trade and
projecting American might, exposes deep contradictions that could ultimately prove his undoing if the promised
benefits fail to materialize.
On the international front, Trump’s unilateralism has upended traditional alliances and forced a rethinking of US
foreign policy. His willingness to sever multilateral ties, as seen in his abrupt/shifts on Ukraine and his dismissive
stance toward NATO’s collective security, leaves Europe and other key allies scrambling to adapt. In his pursuit of
economic leverage, Trump’s policies appear to favor Russia and reorient.global power dynamics, leaving Ukraine
more vulnerable and America’s global image tarnished. The resulting geopolitical tumult underscores the volatile
nature of modern US leadership, where aggressive economic nationalism may yield short-term gains but risks long-
term isolation and instability.
Overview:
The article critically examines Trump’s transformative yet contradictory second term, highlighting his
consolidation of power, aggressive unilateralism, and the profound geopolitical repercussions of his policies. It
reveals how his domestic maneuvers, such.as dismantling bureaucracy and imposing tariffs, clash with his foreign
policy that alienates longstanding allies and empowers adversaries, particularly in the context of the Ukraine-Russia
conflict.
NOTES:
The article highlights the growing division in the American political landscape, particularly regarding Donald
Trump's presidency and potential re-election. Polls indicate that public opinion remains starkly polarized, with a
significant portion of voters either strongly supporting or opposing him. The article looks into the strategic
preparations of Trump's administration, notably through conservative think tanks like the Heritage Foundation,
which has vetted thousands for future government positions. Furthermore, it underscores the drastic policy shifts
expected if Trump secures another term, such as dismantling federal agencies, enacting stricter immigration laws,
and implementing economic policies that could lead to inflationary pressures. The article also touches on the
contrast between public protests in 2016 and 2025, showing a decline in intensity.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (US foreign policy shifts, geopolitical realignment).

e Political Seience (populism, democratic governance, unilateralism).

e Current Affairs (economic nationalism, transatlantic relations).

e US History & Politics (evolution of presidential power).
Notes for beginners:
This article explains that Trump’s return in 2025 is a blend of improved control and bold, sometimes dangerous,
policy shifts. It compares his earlier, erratic presidency with his more calculated approach now, highlighting his
efforts to streamline the government and enforce a strong economic agenda. For example, his sweeping tariff
policies and aggressive deportation measures promise lower prices but risk inflating costs for ordinary citizens.
Public opinion remains split, as shown by polls where 45% approve of his performance while 53% disapprove.
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Internationally, his policies have unsettled allies, particularly in Europe, where the withdrawal of multilateral
support for Ukraine leaves them scrambling. Facts to note include the dramatic reduction in US aid to Ukraine, the
ongoing shift in NATO dynamics, and the recalibration of US relations with both Russia and China, all of which
illustrate the profound impact of his “America First” approach on global politics.
Facts and Figures:
e A Washington Post poll indicates that the American electorate remains deeply divided, with 45% approving
of Trump’s job performance and 53% disapproving.
e A significant portion of respondents "strongly disapprove" of Trump’s presidency compared to those who
"strongly approve."
e Heritage Foundation has reportedly vetted tens of thousands of individuals for positions:in the new Trump
administration.
e The Trump administration has taken drastic measures, shutting down entire federal agencies and placing
tens of thousands of workers on leave.
o Public protests against Trump in 2025 have been notably smaller and less intense than those following his
2016 election victory.
e Economic concerns remain high, with potential inflationary pressures due to tariffs and mass deportation
policies impacting labor availability and prices.
To wrap up, The article paints a vivid picture of the “Trump Effect,” showing that even a more controlled and
seemingly prepared Trump is still mired in contradictions. His aggressive, unilateral policies are a double-edged
sword: while they promise to restore American strength and economic balance, they risk isolating the US and
destabilizing long-standing alliances. The fallout from these decisions—both domestically and internationally—
work as a potent reminder that bold promises must be backed by tangible improvements in everyday life. Ultimately,
the long-term success of his presidency will hinge on whether his policies can deliver on the lofty promises made
during the campaign, or if his own hubris will indeed prove to be his undoing.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
o Hubris — excessive pride or self-confidence
o (Synonyms: arrogance, conceit; Antonyms: humility, modesty).
e Unilateralism — the practice of acting independently without regard for others
o/ (Synonyms: autocracy, self-reliance; Antonyms: multilateralism, cooperation).
e Maelstrom — a powerful whirlpool or state of tumult.
o (Synonyms: vortex; turmoil; Antonyms: calm, tranquility).
e | Dystopian — relating to an imagined state of great suffering or injustice.
o (Synonyms:grim, nightmarish; Antonyms: utopian, idealistic).
e Capricious — given to sudden changes in behavior
o (Synonyms: fickle, unpredictable; Antonyms: consistent, reliable).
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48. Water Crisis is Knocking

Summary:
The water crisis in Pakistan has reached alarming levels, exacerbated by climate change, rapid population growth,
and inefficient water management. Despite having substantial water resources in the form of glaciers, rivers, and
underground reserves, the country faces severe water scarcity due to the government's reluctance to implement
effective conservation strategies. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) warns that Pakistan will face
an acute water crisis by 2025, potentially leading to a devastating food shortage by 2030. International organizations
like the World Bank and FAO emphasize the need for immediate policy changes, as rising temperatures are expected
to increase Pakistan’s water demand by 60% by 2047. Alarmingly, despite repeated warnings from experts over the
past two decades, Pakistan remains incapable of securing adequate water storage, possessing a mere 30-day water
reserve compared to the recommended 1,000 days.
The crisis is further compounded by Pakistan’s inadequate dam infrastructure, with the country's largest reservoirs—
Mangla, Tarbela, and Warsak—holding water for only seven days, compared to India's six-month storage and the
United States' three-year reserves. Urgent measures, including the construction of new dams, modernization of the
canal system, and large-scale afforestation under initiatives like the Green Pakistan Program, are critical to averting
disaster. Public awareness campaigns must encourage water conservation, while the government must ensure fair
distribution of resources across provinces. Water scarcity now poses a greater existential threat to Pakistan than
terrorism, necessitating an immediate, coordinated response to secure the nation’s future.
Overview:
Pakistan's water crisis is an existential threat, demanding urgent intervention. With rising temperatures and depleting
reserves, immediate policy shifts in water management, conservation, and infrastructure development are essential.
If left unaddressed, the crisis will escalate into severe economic, agricultural, and social turmoil.
NOTES:
Pakistan's water crisis is a pressing issue exacerbated by climate change, rapid population growth, and poor water
management. The country, despite being rich in water resources, is facing severe shortages due to inefficient
conservation strategiesand a lack of infrastructure development. Reports from international organizations such as
the UNDP, World Bank, and FAO highlight the urgency of addressing this crisis, warning that Pakistan will be
among the most water-scarce-nations by 2025. The crisis has direct implications for national security, agriculture,
and food stability, as the country’s water demand is projected to increase by 60% with rising temperatures by 2047.
Alarmingly, Pakistan’s water storage capacity is only 30 days, far below the 1,000-day recommendation, placing it
at a critical disadvantage compared to other nations. The construction of new dams, modernization of the canal
system, and adoption of water-efficient agricultural practices are imperative to mitigating the crisis. Public
awareness and responsible-consumption are equally crucial, as Pakistan has one of the highest per capita water
consumption. rates globally. Addressing this issue requires an urgent, coordinated response from the government,
policymakers, and the public to ensure long-term sustainability and national stability.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Environmental Science (Water Conservation, Climate Change Impact)

o Pakistan Affairs (Water Crisis and National Security)

e International Relations (Global Climate Change Policies and Water Management)
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan is facing a severe shortage of water despite having vast natural resources. For example, its three major
dams—Mangla, Tarbela, and Warsak—can store water for only a week, while India can store it for six months. Due
to climate change, rainfall patterns are changing, causing less water to be available for agriculture and drinking. If
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Pakistan does not take urgent steps, such as building more dams and using water efficiently, the country may suffer
from food shortages, just as some African nations have in the past.
Facts and Figures:

e Pakistan ranks among the top ten countries facing extreme water scarcity.

e UNDP predicts Pakistan’s water crisis will worsen by 2025, leading to food shortages by 2030.

e Pakistan’s per capita water consumption is one of the highest in the world.

e The country has only 30 days of water storage, whereas 1,000 days is recommended.

e Climate change is expected to increase water demand by 60% by 2047.
To sum up, Pakistan’s water crisis is no longer a distant threat—it is an unfolding catastrophe demanding immediate
action. Without proactive conservation strategies, improved storage capacity, and sustainable usage, Pakistan risks
severe economic, environmental, and humanitarian disasters. A failure to act now will cost future generations dearly.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

o Insecurity — A state of uncertainty or danger (syn: uncertainty, peril;ant: safety, stability)

e Scarcity — A shortage or insufficient supply (syn: shortage, dearth; ant: abundance, surplus)

e  Wreak havoc — To cause widespread destruction (syn: devastate, ruin; ant: restore, repair)

e Sustainable — Capable of being maintained (syn: viable, enduring; ant: unsustainable, unstable)

e Frugal — Economical in use (syn: thrifty, prudent; ant: wasteful, extravagant)

49, True Multilateralism

Summary:

China is actively pushing for a multipolar world where no single nation dominates global affairs. The article argues
that the traditional world order,dong shaped by a handful of powerful countries, must be restructured to ensure
equality, fairness, and inclusivity. It presents China’s vision of "true multilateralism,"” which rejects the strong
preying on the weak and instead promotes equal rights, shared opportunities, and collective decision-making. By
advocating for the voices of developing nations, particularly those in the Global South, China seeks to challenge
Western-led global governance. Through inmitiatives like the Global Security Initiative (GSI), the Global
Development Initiative (GDI), and the Global Civilization Initiative (GCI), China positions itself as a champion of
cooperative progress, rejecting unilateralism and protectionist measures that restrict economic growth. It
underscores; that the world must move beyond geopolitical rivalries, fostering solidarity and win-win cooperation
to address pressing global challenges.

Furthermore, the article highlights China’s unwavering commitment to an inclusive and rules-based international
system, where laws are applied uniformly rather than selectively. It emphasizes China’s role in global diplomacy,
particularly its strategic partnership with Pakistan, to counteract hegemonic pressures. The narrative stresses that
nations should prioritize mutual benefits over conflict, with China standing firm against double standards in global
governance. With a focus on development, modernization, and international cooperation, China aims to provide
alternative solutions to the world’s economic and political crises. This vision, rooted in collaboration rather than
competition, aligns with China’s long-standing diplomatic principles and aspirations for a more just and equitable
global order.

Overview:

The article presents China's stance on global governance, advocating for a multipolar world where international
decision-making is not monopolized by a few powerful nations. It rejects unilateralism and protectionist policies,
instead promoting cooperation, economic inclusivity, and equal representation for all countries, particularly those
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in the Global South. China's diplomatic efforts, including its partnership with Pakistan, align with its broader vision
of fairness and shared progress.
NOTES:
The article explores China’s push for a multipolar world order, rejecting Western-led hegemony and advocating for
an inclusive global governance system. This is important for understanding the dynamics of power shifts in
international politics, where developing nations, especially those in the Global South, seek greater representation.
China's emphasis on multilateralism through initiatives like the Global Security Initiative (GSI) and the Global
Development Initiative (GDI) highlights the evolving nature of diplomatic engagements, economic cooperation,
and strategic alliances. Moreover, Pakistan's strong partnership with China underscores the importance of regional
collaborations in countering geopolitical pressures. Aspirants must analyze how such diplomatic strategies shape
global decision-making, influence trade policies, and impact Pakistan’s role in international affairs. The article also
sheds light on protectionist measures, selective application of international laws, and double standards in global
governance.
Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

o International Relations (Global power shifts, Multilateralism)

Current Affairs (Geopolitical developments, China's global role)

Political Science (Global governance, Diplomatic strategies)

Pakistan Affairs (Pakistan-China relations, Role in the Global South)

Notes for beginners:

The article discusses how China wants to change the way global decisions are made, ensuring that all countries, big

or small, have a say. Right now, major powers like the US andits allies influence global policies, but China argues
that developing nations should have more representation. It promotes cooperation instead of rivalry and believes
trade should be open for everyone rather than being controlled by a few countries. China's strong partnership with
Pakistan is an example of how it supports developing nations in shaping global policies.
Facts and figures:
e China introduced. the Global Security Initiative (GSI), the Global Development Initiative (GDI), and the
Global Civilization Initiative (GCI) to promote multilateralism.
e The Global South, which includes developing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, is increasingly
pushing for a greater role in international decision-making.
e Pakistan is currently a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council and collaborates with China on
global governance issues.
To wrap up, China’s push for a multipolar world challenges the traditional dominance of a few powerful nations,
advocating for equality and fairness in international relations. The article provides valuable insights into China’s
diplomatic strategy, its growing influence in the Global South, and its commitment to reshaping global governance.
Difficult words and meanings:
e Multipolarity — A world order where multiple powerful nations coexist (Syn: Pluralism, Diversity | Ant:
Unilateralism, Hegemony)
e Unilateralism — A policy of acting independently without considering other nations (Syn: Isolationism,
Autocracy | Ant: Multilateralism, Cooperation)
e Protectionism — Economic policies restricting trade to shield domestic industries (Syn: Trade barriers,
Economic nationalism | Ant: Free trade, Globalization)
e Hegemony — Dominance of one state over others (Syn: Supremacy, Authority | Ant: Equality, Balance of
power)
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50. Re-evolving Middle East

Summary:
The modern Middle East has been shaped by historical upheavals, including the departure of colonial powers, the
establishment of Israel, and the rise of oil as a geopolitical asset, leading to heightened U.S. involvement. The Cold
War era saw the Soviet Union forming alliances with socialist Arab regimes, while the U.S. sought to counter their
influence. Against this backdrop, radical elements emerged, including Osama bin Laden, who founded al-Qaeda in
1988. The 9/11 attacks became a watershed moment, prompting the U.S. to launch its global "war on terror," leading
to military interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq. However, the narrative surrounding Iraq's alleged weapons of
mass destruction and its ties to terrorism was later discredited, revealing strategic motivations behind these wars.
The ongoing conflicts, particularly in Yemen, underscore the region’s deep-rooted instability, exacerbated by
sectarian divides and power struggles between regional and global forces.
Yemen remains a focal point of Middle Eastern turmoil, caught in the crossfire of the Saudi-Iran proxy war. The
civil war, fueled by political instability and external interventions, has turned Yemen into-a battleground where the
Iran-backed Houthis challenge Saudi influence. The humanitarian crisis, with millions on the brink of famine,
underscores the devastating consequences of prolonged conflict. Despite the U.S. and its allies' efforts to reshape
the Middle East, insurgent groups like the Houthis persist, reflecting the region’s enduring volatility. The article
highlights how global powers have played a double game, supporting some regimes while waging war against
others, ultimately shaping a region that remains in a state of flux, with shifting alliances and unresolved conflicts.
Overview:
The article provides a comprehensive analysis of the evolving geopolitical landscape of the Middle East, focusing
on the U.S. interventions, regional power struggles, and the complex web of conflicts shaping the region. It looks
into the rise of militant groups, the role of global powers, and the humanitarian crises resulting from prolonged
wars. The narrative underscores the interplay between ideology, strategic interests, and economic ambitions in
sustaining turmoil.
NOTES:
The article provides an in-depth analysis of the evolving geopolitical landscape of the Middle East, tracing its
transformation from colonial influence to contemporary conflicts. It highlights the significant role of the United
States as a stabilizing foree.in the region, especially after the departure of European powers and the rise of the oil
industry. The Cold War era saw the Soviet Union aligning with Arab socialist regimes in Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and
Libya, further intensifying regional complexities. The rise of extremist organizations like Al-Qaeda, founded by
Osama'bin Laden, added another'dimension to the instability, particularly after the 9/11 attacks, which triggered the
U.S. "war on terror." The invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq was justified under the pretext of counterterrorism and
weapons of mass destruction, though the legitimacy of these claims remains debated. The article also sheds light on
the ongoing conflicts in Yemen, fueled by sectarian divides and the broader Iran-Saudi proxy war. The emergence
of the Houthi insurgency, backed by Iran, has further exacerbated tensions, making Yemen a battleground for
regional power struggles. The humanitarian crisis in Yemen, described as the worst in the world, is a testament to
the devastating consequences of prolonged conflicts, economic collapse, and political instability. The article
underscores how external interventions, ideological battles, and strategic interests have kept the Middle East in a
perpetual state of turmoil, with global superpowers continuing to play a decisive role in shaping its fate.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (Middle East conflicts, U.S. foreign policy, global terrorism)

e Pakistan Affairs (Pakistan’s role in counterterrorism and regional diplomacy)

e Current Affairs (Geopolitical shifts in the Middle East, U.S. interventions)
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o Security Studies (Proxy wars, counterterrorism, military interventions)
Notes for Beginners:
The Middle East has long been a hotspot of conflict, primarily due to historical rivalries, oil resources, and foreign
interventions. The U.S. has played a major role in shaping its politics, often backing one side while opposing
another. The 9/11 attacks led to wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but these wars had broader strategic goals beyond just
fighting terrorism. In Yemen, the war is more about regional power struggles between Saudi Arabia and Iran rather
than just local politics. This article helps in understanding why the region remains unstable despite decades of
military interventions.
Facts and Figures:

e 9/11 attacks led to the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001.

e The Irag War began in 2003, with Saddam Hussein executed in 2006.

e Yemen’s civil war has been ongoing since 2014, with millions facing famine.

e Saudi Arabia and Iran have been engaged in a proxy war through various groups.

e Yemen has oil reserves that could last for over a century at current consumption rates.
To wrap up, The Middle East remains a chessboard where global and regional powers compete for influence, often
at the expense of its people. While terrorism is projected as a major threat, the real power struggles lie in economic
control and strategic positioning. The article highlights the hypocrisy of global politics, where alliances shift based
on interests rather than principles. Until a sustainable diplematic solution emerges, the region is likely to remain
trapped in cycles of war and instability.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Pan-Islamist: Someone advocating for the unity of all Muslim countries (Syn: Islamist | Ant: Secularist)

e Militant: Aggressively active in support of a cause (Syn: Extremist | Ant: Pacifist)

e Pretext: A false reason given to justify an action (Syn: Excuse | Ant: Reality)

e Proclaimed: Declared officially or publicly (Syn: Announced | Ant: Withheld)

e Insurgency: Rebellion against an authority (Syn: Revolt | Ant: Compliance)

51. Wave of Terrorism

Summary:

Pakistan.is-once again-facing a resurgence of terrorism, with the latest wave originating from its northwestern
borders. The attack on Bannu Cantonment on March 4 highlights the growing threat posed by militant groups
operating from Afghan soil. The assault, claimed by the Jaish-e-Fursan Muhammad faction of Hafiz Gul Bahadur's
group, was executed withrsuicide bombers and explosives-laden vehicles, exposing severe intelligence lapses and
security vulnerabilities. The perpetrators linked their attack to the 2007 Lal Masjid incident, using it as a tool to
manipulate public emotions, while the real motive remained the merger of the tribal belt into mainland Pakistan—
a move that had deprived the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) of its safe havens. This attack underscored two
alarming realities: first, the TTP’s ability to launch cross-border assaults remains intact;

second, Pakistan’s intelligence infrastructure is still incapable of preempting such attacks. The Afghan Taliban, in
control of Kabul, have shown little interest in curbing the activities of the TTP within Afghanistan, which has led
to growing frustration in Pakistan. Despite Pakistan’s attempts at diplomacy and military airstrikes targeting TTP
hideouts, the Afghan Taliban have not only ignored these efforts but seem to be nurturing the TTP's activities,
treating them as an extension of their own influence. The situation is now pushing Pakistan to consider stronger
responses, potentially escalating into a more aggressive strategy, including pre-emptive strikes, and demanding
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international legitimacy for such actions from bodies like the UN Security Council. This complex geopolitical crisis
reflects deeper questions about the legitimacy of the Afghan Taliban's rule and its responsibilities in maintaining
regional stability.
Overview:
The article addresses the surge of terrorism in Pakistan, largely attributed to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
operating from Afghanistan. The recent attack on the Bannu Cantonment exemplifies the ongoing cross-border
threats, compounded by insufficient intelligence and Pakistan’s strained diplomatic relations with the Afghan
Taliban. The discussion suggests that Pakistan may need to resort to more aggressive military responses, potentially
with international backing, to protect its sovereignty.
NOTES:
Understanding the dynamics of cross-border terrorism, the role of Afghanistan in harboring militant groups, and
the implications for Pakistan’s security policies is important. This article also touches upon the legitimacy issues
surrounding the Afghan Taliban and their impact on regional stability.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs: The challenges of Pakistan’s border security and its relations with neighboring
Afghanistan, especially regarding cross-border terrorism and the role of the Afghan Taliban.
e National Security: Strategies for countering terrorism and strengthening intelligence mechanisms in
Pakistan.
e International Relations: The role of international bodies like the UN in legitimizing military actions,
especially in the context of Pakistan’s security concerns.
Notes for Beginners:
This article is a good example of how terrorism can crossnational borders, with the Taliban in Afghanistan providing
sanctuary to militants like the TTP.: The main challenge for Pakistan is to ensure the safety of its people while
managing complicated diplomatic relations. A simple example: if a country does not control its borders well, groups
inside it can attack neighboring countries, leading to conflicts. In this case, the TTP’s actions from Afghan soil are
a major security issue for Pakistan.
Facts and Figures:
e On March 4, 2025, a terrorist attack was carried out at the Bannu Cantonment by 16 militants.
e The Jaish-e-Fursan Muhammad group claimed responsibility, linking the attack to the 2007 Lal Masjid
incident.
e _Despite the attack being repelled, it raised significant concerns about intelligence failures and the threat
posed by the TTP operating from Afghanistan.
To wrap up, The growing wave of terrorism from Afghanistan is a dire challenge for Pakistan, highlighting the lack
of control over the TTP.and the Afghan Taliban’s unwillingness to curb such activities. The attack on Bannu is not
just an isolated event but a reminder of the complex and volatile situation on Pakistan’s borders. The future strategy
must balance military actions with international support to prevent further escalation and maintain regional stability.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Interregnum: A period of time between two reigns or administrations, often characterized by a lack of
central authority.
e Synonym: Interim Antonym: Continuity
e Retribution: Punishment inflicted on someone as vengeance for a wrong or criminal act.
e Synonym: Revenge Antonym: Forgiveness
e Sanctuary: A place of refuge or safety.
e Synonym: Refuge Antonym: Peril
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52. The Jaffar Express

Summary:
The ambush on the Jaffar Express was not just an act of violence but a stark reflection of the ongoing turmoil in
Balochistan. The militants, strategically targeting Punjabi residents and military personnel, signaled their
resentment toward the Centre. The attack underscored a disturbing disconnect between the law enforcement
agencies and the local population, with militants enjoying greater intelligence and support. The failure of security
forces to anticipate such attacks, coupled with inadequate safety measures, exacerbated the tragedy. The incident
mirrors the 2014 Army Public School massacre, where accountability was evaded, and the cycle of violence
continued. Furthermore, the Centre’s neglect in addressing Baloch grievances, exemplified by the treatment of Dr.
Mahrang Baloch and her protest against enforced disappearances, has further alienated the province. The
government’s dismissive stance has only fueled resentment, strengthening the militants’ resolve and pushing
Balochistan further toward the edge.
The state's assumption that Baloch militants are merely a misguided minority ignores the deeply entrenched issues
of ethnic identity and disenfranchisement. The tragedy of the Jaffar Express not enly demands a military response
but also necessitates a political shift—an acknowledgment that Balochistan’s issues cannot be resolved through
brute force alone. The Centre's failure to engage with the Baloch populace has prolonged the conflict, allowing
militancy to thrive. Without a sincere effort to address grievances and integrate Baloch voices into the national
framework, Pakistan risks further destabilization. The article highlights the urgent need for dialogue, reconciliation,
and a shift in state policy to prevent future bloodshed.
Overview:
This article examines the Jaffar Express ambush, its underlying causes, and its broader implications for Pakistan’s
security and governance. It highlights the inefficacy of law enforcement, the alienation of the Baloch population,
and the failure of the Centre to<engage in meaningful dialogue. The article draws a parallel to past tragedies,
particularly the APS attack, underscoring a pattern of state negligence and a lack of accountability.
NOTES:
The ambush on the Jaffar Express exposes Pakistan’s fragile Centre-province relationship, particularly concerning
Balochistan. It illustrates the security forces’ intelligence failure, the inadequacy of safety measures, and the
growing influence of militant-groups. The article highlights how the state’s dismissive attitude toward Baloch
grievances has exacerbated tensions, fueling insurgency. The government's failure to address enforced
disappearances and human rights violations has created a climate of resentment, allowing militant factions to thrive.
Notes for Beginners:
The Jaffar Express attack was a deadly ambush by Baloch militants targeting Punjabi settlers and military personnel,
exposing the deep-rooted tensions between Balochistan and the federal government. The incident highlighted how
militants, with local support, have greater intelligence reach than security forces. The article also discusses the case
of Dr. Mahrang Baloch, a human rights activist who protested against the disappearance of Baloch individuals but
was ignored by the government. This neglect has fueled militancy, as people feel unheard. The state’s failure to
engage in dialogue with the Baloch people has worsened the situation, allowing violent groups to gain more support.
The article suggests that military action alone will not resolve the crisis—political engagement is necessary to
prevent further bloodshed.
Facts and Figures:

e Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest province by area but has the lowest population density, making it difficult

to monitor insurgent activities.
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e Over 20,000 people have gone missing in Balochistan since the early 2000s, with allegations of enforced
disappearances.
e The 2014 Army Public School massacre claimed 149 lives, mainly students, highlighting security failures
similar to those in the Jaffar Express attack.
e Pakistan’s counterinsurgency efforts in Balochistan have often relied on military force rather than political
reconciliation.
e Baloch militants have carried out numerous attacks on infrastructure projects, including those under the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
To wrap up, The Jaffar Express tragedy is not an isolated event but a symptom of deeper fractures within Pakistan.
The Centre’s reluctance to address Baloch grievances has widened the gap between the state and the people,
enabling militant groups to thrive. The article highlights that mere enforcement will not bring peace—only genuine
dialogue and reconciliation can prevent future bloodshed. If the government continues to ignore the root causes of
unrest in Balochistan, it risks facing more such tragedies. A comprehensive policy shiftisneeded, balancing security
with political engagement, to foster stability in the region.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Ambush — A surprise attack by concealed forces (Syn: assault, trap; Ant: retreat, defense)
e Domiciled — Residing in a particular place (Syn: residing, settled; Ant: displaced, homeless)
e Hoi polloi — The common people, often used dismissively (Syn: masses, public; Ant: elite, aristocracy)
e Tacit — Understood or implied without being stated (Syn: unspoken, implicit; Ant: explicit, stated)
e Ferocity — Extreme violence or brutality (Syn: savagery, fierceness; Ant: gentleness, mildness)
o Coalescence — The act of coming together to form a whole (Syn: union, merger; Ant: division, separation)
e Exterminate — To destroy completely (Syn: annihilate, eradicate; Ant: preserve, protect)
e Disgruntled — Dissatisfied and unhappy (Syn: resentful, displeased; Ant: content, satisfied)
e Antagonistic — Showing opposition or hostility (Syn: hostile, adversarial; Ant: friendly, supportive)
e Brute force — The use of sheer strength rather than intelligence or strategy (Syn: raw power, coercion; Ant:
diplomacy, negotiation)

53. Changing Face of Insurgency

Summary:

The evolving nature of the Baloch insurgency highlights the failure of the military-centric approach in addressing
the deep-rooted grievances of the Baloch people. The movement, which initially comprised tribal groups, has now
drawn support from the middle class and educated youth, frustrated by economic and political marginalization. The
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) have intensified their attacks, shifting
tactics from guerrilla warfare to urban terrorism, targeting security forces, infrastructure, and even Chinese nationals
to undermine Pakistan’s economic ties with China. The BLA, following an internal split, has developed a structured
militant framework with specialized wings, allowing it to expand operations and strategically disrupt state control.
Moreover, insurgents are leveraging social media to propagate anti-state sentiments and recruit new members,
including women, further complicating the security landscape.

The insurgency's expansion is fueled by increasing frustration over governance failures, lack of development, and
the absence of political engagement. Insurgent groups are now seeking belligerent status through temporary
territorial control, aiming for international recognition. The state’s heavy-handed response has only deepened
mistrust, inadvertently pushing more individuals toward insurgency. A paradigm shift is imperative—military

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




W | Y99

operations alone cannot resolve this crisis. A holistic strategy focusing on political reconciliation, addressing
economic grievances, resolving the missing persons issue, and empowering local governance is essential for
restoring stability. Only a comprehensive approach that prioritizes dialogue and socio-economic development over
brute force can break the cycle of violence and prevent further alienation of the Baloch people.
Overview:
The article dissects the shifting dynamics of the Baloch insurgency, emphasizing how it has evolved beyond tribal
warfare into a sophisticated, multi-faceted conflict. It examines the state’s security policy, arguing that military
force alone exacerbates the problem rather than resolving it. The author advocates a strategic shift towards political
engagement, economic reform, and targeted operations against hardcore militants, highlighting the necessity of
addressing underlying grievances to achieve long-term stability.
NOTES:
The article provides critical observations into Pakistan’s internal security challenges, particularly in Balochistan. It
explores the socio-political dimensions of insurgency, highlighting governance deficits; economic deprivation, and
the failure of counterinsurgency strategies. The discussion on militant tactics, including urban warfare, recruitment
through social media, and international implications, is highly relevant for topics like terrorism, national security,
and regional stability. Understanding this issue is vital for.comprehending Pakistan’s geopolitical complexities and
formulating policy recommendations.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs (Balochistan crisis, insurgency, and national integration)

o Current Affairs (security threats, counterinsurgency policies, CPEC challenges)

o International Relations (Pakistan-China relations, insurgency.in South Asia)

e Governance and Public Policy (political disenfranchisement, socio-economic reforms)
Notes for Beginners:
The Baloch insurgency is a prolonged conflict in Pakistan’s largest province, driven by political and economic
grievances. Initially led by tribal leaders, the movement has grown to include educated youth who feel deprived of
basic rights. Insurgents now use advanced tactics, including urban warfare and social media recruitment, to
challenge state authority. The Pakistani government has largely relied on military action, which has worsened public
resentment. Experts suggest that addressing economic disparities, ensuring political inclusion, and resolving human
rights concerns could be more effective in restoring peace.
Facts and Figures:

e _The Balochrinsurgency dates back to 1948, with the current wave beginning in 2006 after Nawab Akbar

Bugti’s assassination.

e  The BLA and BLF are the main insurgent groups, with the BLA adopting urban warfare tactics.

o Insurgents have increasingly targeted Chinese nationals to disrupt CPEC projects.

e Social media has played a key role in recruitment and propaganda efforts.
To wrap up, The ongoing insurgency in Balochistan is not merely a security issue but a political and socio-economic
crisis that requires a multidimensional approach. Relying solely on military operations has failed to suppress the
insurgency and has instead fueled resentment. A combination of strategic counterinsurgency, political dialogue, and
socio-economic development is the only viable path toward long-term peace in the region.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Insurgency — Armed rebellion against an authority (Syn: uprising, revolt; Ant: peace, compliance)

e QGuerrilla warfare — Irregular military tactics (Syn: ambush warfare, hit-and-run tactics; Ant: conventional

warfare)
e Belligerent — Engaged in conflict (Syn: aggressive, hostile; Ant: peaceful, diplomatic)
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54. Intellectual Poverty

Summary:
Pakistan is grappling with a profound crisis of intellectual poverty, where education remains a neglected priority
despite its fundamental role in national progress. While the budget allocation for education saw a marginal increase
from 1.5% to 1.9% of GDP in FY 2024-25, it remains woefully insufficient to address the educational void. With a
population of over 241 million, largely comprising youth, the country’s future hinges on equipping them with critical
thinking, innovation, and technological skills. However, escalating poverty, now at 25.5%, exacerbates the issue,
forcing more children out of school. Pakistan's economic turmoil—driven by inflation, unemployment, and external
shocks like COVID-19 and natural disasters—has widened the income gap, leaving over 70% of citizens unable to
save money. Moreover, with a GDP per capita of $1,365.3, significantly below the South Asian average of $2,303,
Pakistan lags in sustainable development, making education reform a national imperative.
The crisis extends beyond access to education—Pakistan's education system is failing to produce intellectually
empowered individuals. Despite boasting 313,418 educational institutes and a literacy rate of 61%, the system
primarily fosters rote learning, churning out graduates who struggle with eritical thinking, creativity, and
technological adaptation. This intellectual deficit leads to/a misinformed electorate, easily swayed by propaganda
and incapable of making informed political and economic decisions. The Human Development Index ranks Pakistan
164th out of 193 countries, highlighting the need for urgent reform. Structural and institutional transformations,
alongside increased education funding, are essential to break this cycle of ignorance. Vision 2025 aims to alleviate
poverty, but without substantive changes in education policies, Pakistan risks perpetuating intellectual stagnation
and stunting its socio-economic development.
Overview:
The article highlights Pakistan’s deep-rooted.issue of intellectual poverty, emphasizing how a flawed education
system and economic hardships_fuel a eycle of ignorance. While the government marginally increased education
funding, it remains inadequate to address low school enrollment and the lack of intellectual development. The
analysis highlights that despite a high youth population, the country fails to harness its potential due to a misaligned
education system that prioritizes memorization over critical thinking. The author argues for urgent structural reforms
to enhance educational quality, economic stability, and political awareness.
NOTES:
The article highlights the correlation between education and economic stability, demonstrating how inadequate
educational investment hinders national progress. The data on GDP per capita, literacy rates, and school enrollment
trends can act as key statistics in‘essay writing and policy analysis. Additionally, the discussion on misinformation
and political awareness is crucial for aspirants preparing for topics related to democracy, political stability, and
governance. The article underscores the necessity of educational reforms as a means to foster social justice and
inclusive growth.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs (Education System, Economic Challenges, Social Issues)

e Governance and Public Policies (Education Policies, Budget Allocation)

e International Relations (Human Development Index, Global Education Comparisons)

e Sociology (Impact of Education on Society, Intellectual Deprivation)

e Current Affairs (Economic Outlook, Rising Poverty, Political Awareness)
Notes for Beginners:
Intellectual poverty means lacking knowledge and critical thinking skills, often due to a flawed education system.
For example, if a student memorizes history dates without understanding their significance, they are not truly
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learning. Pakistan’s education system mainly focuses on rote memorization, which means students recall facts but
struggle to analyze them. This affects job opportunities because employers seek problem-solving skills rather than
just memorization. Additionally, when people lack knowledge about politics and the economy, they can be easily
misled by politicians. Addressing this issue requires better school funding and policies that promote creativity and
innovation.
Facts and Figures:
e Education Budget: Increased to 1.9% of GDP in FY 2024-25 from 1.5% in FY 2023-24.
e Population: 241.49 million (2024 Census).
e Poverty Rate: 25.5% in 2025 (7% increase from 2023).
e School Enrollment: Primary school enrollment declined from 84% in 2021 to 84% in 2022.
e Literacy Rate: 61% for individuals aged 10 and above (2023 Census).
o GDP Per Capita: $1,365.3 (Below South Asian average of $2,303).
e Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 0.198 (indicating deprivation in health, education, and living
standards)
e Human Development Index (HDI) Ranking: 164th out of 193 countries.
To sum up, Pakistan’s struggle with intellectual poverty is a pressing issue that extends beyond economic hardships
to the very foundation of its education system. While financial constraints hinder school enrollment, the deeper
crisis lies in an education model that fails to cultivate‘innovation, analytical skills, and informed decision-making.
Without structural reforms and increased investment in education, Pakistan risks producing generations of
uninformed citizens unable to drive meaningful progress. The government must prioritize education beyond
budgetary increments, fostering an environment that nurtures curiosity, critical thinking, and social awareness.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Subsistence — Minimal resources needed for survival (Syn: survival level, livelihood | Ant: abundance,
affluence)
e Deprivation — The lack of necessary resources (Syn: poverty, scarcity | Ant: abundance, affluence)
o Dissection — Detailed analysis or breakdown (Syn: examination, analysis | Ant: combination, integration)
o Turmoil — A state of great disturbance or uncertainty (Syn: chaos, upheaval | Ant: stability, calmness)
e Miseducation — Faulty or. inadequate education (Syn: misinformation, ignorance | Ant: enlightenment,
knowledge)
e Enlighten — To give greater knowledge and understanding (Syn: educate, illuminate | Ant: confuse, mislead)
e [ Superficial — Lacking depth or thoroughness (Syn: shallow, cursory | Ant: deep, thorough)
e | Manipulate — Control or influence unfairly (Syn: exploit, deceive | Ant: guide, assist)

55. Taking on Terrorists

Summary:

Pakistan’s ongoing battle against militancy has reached a critical juncture, with a recent civil-military huddle
underscoring the need for a decisive course of action. The in-camera meeting of the Parliamentary Committee on
National Security followed a surge in terrorist attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, reinforcing the
urgency of counterterrorism efforts. While a multi-pronged strategy was proposed, the military operation emerged
as the focal point, requiring substantial resources and political consensus. However, opposition party TTAP’s refusal
to participate in the meeting, owing to its leader’s incarceration, highlighted the lack of a unified political will. The
challenges of undertaking military action without broad-based political support are exacerbated by external
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influences, as terrorist handlers have been traced back to Afghanistan, with claims of Indian backing further
complicating Pakistan’s security landscape. The question of whether Pakistan should approach former U.S.
diplomat Zalmay Khalilzad to mediate with the Afghan Taliban regarding the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
looms large, as Islamabad struggles to rein in cross-border militancy without significant diplomatic leverage.
While Pakistan mulls over its strategy, its regional isolation has become increasingly apparent. The country finds
itself unable to pressure India into halting support for Baloch insurgents and struggles to persuade the Afghan
Taliban to curb the TTP’s activities. The dilemma is compounded by the influx of advanced weaponry left behind
by U.S. forces in Afghanistan, now in the hands of militant groups. Despite acknowledging these challenges, the
civil-military assembly overlooked crucial aspects, including the underpreparedness of Pakistan’s police forces to
tackle urban terrorism. With the U.S. engaging the Afghan Taliban directly while bypassing Pakistan, Islamabad
must think beyond conventional approaches. The key question remains: how many military operations must
Pakistan endure to secure its existence, and at what cost to national stability and public trust?
Overview:
The article examines Pakistan’s counterterrorism dilemma, focusing on internal political divisions, external threats,
and strategic shortcomings. It highlights the lack of consensus on military operations, the role of regional actors in
fostering militancy, and the potential for diplomatic engagement with Khalilzad as an intermediary. The piece of
writing underscores Pakistan’s increasing isolation and the need for innovative solutions to address the TTP threat.
NOTES:
Pakistan’s counterterrorism strategy is riddled with complexities, stemming from internal political discord and
external geopolitical dynamics. The absence of a unified stance on military operations, as evident in TTAP’s non-
participation, weakens the legitimacy .of forceful interventions in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. The
persistent security threat is further fueled by the unchecked movement of militants across the Afghan border and
India’s alleged involvement in insurgent activities. The Doha Accord, which the Afghan Taliban committed to,
prohibits Afghan soil from being used for cross-border terrorism, yet Pakistan struggles to enforce this obligation.
The strategic importance of engaging influential mediators like Khalilzad reflects the urgency of diplomatic
maneuvering to complement military action. Meanwhile, the under-resourced police force remains ill-equipped to
handle urban terrorism, exposing a significant vulnerability in Pakistan’s internal security apparatus. Given its
regional isolation, Pakistan faces the dual challenge of countering militancy while navigating complex international
relations, making counterterrorism-not just a military concern but a multidimensional issue requiring political,
economic, and diplomatic strategies.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Tepics:
o | Pakistan Affairs — Pakistan’s counterterrorism policies, internal security challenges, and regional
diplomacy.
e International Relations — Pakistan’s relationship with Afghanistan, India’s role in regional militancy, and
the impact of U.S. policy.
e Political Science — Civil-military relations, national security decision-making, and the role of opposition
parties in counterterrorism efforts.
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan is dealing with a serious terrorist problem, mainly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, where attacks
have become frequent. A recent government and military meeting discussed ways to handle this crisis, but not all
political parties agreed on military action. Terrorist groups are operating from Afghanistan, and some reports suggest
that India is supporting them. One major issue is that the police do not have enough training or equipment to stop
these attacks in cities. Pakistan is also struggling to convince the Afghan government to stop sheltering militants,
despite agreements made in the past. Some experts suggest asking a former U.S. diplomat, Zalmay Khalilzad, to
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negotiate with the Afghan Taliban on Pakistan’s behalf. However, Pakistan remains politically isolated in the region,
and unless a strong and coordinated strategy is adopted, security challenges will continue to grow.
Facts and Figures:
e The recent security meeting took place on March 18, 2025, highlighting the urgency of the counterterrorism
challenge.
e The Doha Accord (2020) between the U.S. and the Afghan Taliban included commitments to prevent
Afghan soil from being used for terrorism, which Pakistan now struggles to enforce.
o The U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 left behind advanced weaponry, now in the hands of militant
groups.
e Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, the two provinces most affected by terrorism, make up more than
half of Pakistan’s total land area.
e Opposition alliance TTAP boycotted the security meeting, reflecting deep political divisions over the
counterterrorism strategy.
To sum up, Pakistan’s struggle against terrorism is at a crossroads, requiring not just military action but also political
unity and strategic diplomacy. The lack of consensus withinithe government weakens security efforts, while regional
actors continue to exploit Pakistan’s vulnerabilities. The proposal to engage Khalilzad as a mediator, though
unconventional, reflects the urgency of finding alternative solutions. However, Pakistan’s real challenge lies in
overcoming its regional isolation and strengthening internal security mechanisms, particularly in urban areas. A
failure to adopt a cohesive strategy will only prolong instability, making a clear, long-term counterterrorism
policy imperative.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
Menace — A serious threat or danger (Syn: peril, hazard | Ant: safety, security)
Militancy — The use of aggressive actions to support a cause (Syn: extremism, belligerence | Ant: pacifism,
diplomacy)
Huddle — A private meeting or discussion (Syn: assembly, conference | Ant: separation, division)
Consensus — General agreement (Syn: accord, unity | Ant: disagreement, discord)
Repercussions — Negative consequences of an action (Syn: aftermath, fallout | Ant: benefits, rewards)
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56. Pakistan’s pursuit of nuclear energy is essential to its
future

Summary:
Pakistan’s pursuit of nuclear energy is a strategic necessity driven by energy security, socio-economic development,
and environmental sustainability. The article highlights how nuclear power is a key component of the country’s
energy mix, particularly as the global community increasingly endorses nuclear energy as a viable solution to
climate change. The 2024 COP29 summit reinforced this stance by securing the commitment of 31 nations to triple
nuclear energy capacity by 2050. Despite lacking indigenous next-generation reactor development, Pakistan is
expanding its nuclear infrastructure with China’s assistance under IAEA safeguards. With six operational nuclear
reactors contributing 17% of the national grid, Pakistan continues to enhance its nuclear capabilities to reduce
reliance on imported fuels and achieve energy independence. However, its progress is hindered by the Nuclear
Suppliers Group’s (NSG) discriminatory policies, restricting access to nuclear technology and materials. Despite
these challenges, Pakistan remains steadfast in its nuclear ambitions, with plans te reach 40,000 MW nuclear power
generation by 2050.
The article underscores the critical role of nuclear energy in Pakistan’s future; highlighting both opportunities and
challenges. The country’s expertise and human resources enable it to ensure nuclear safety and security, reinforced
by close cooperation with the JAEA. The Fukushima disaster of 2011 serves as a reminder of nuclear risks,
prompting Pakistan to prioritize stringent safety protocols, including radioactive waste management. The recent
initiation of the Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit-5 (C-5) project, with $3.7 billion in Chinese aid, reflects
Pakistan’s commitment to clean energy expansion. Nuclear energy is not merely an industrial asset but a necessity
for national progress, providing a sustainable path toward economic stability, technological advancement, and
environmental preservation. With international partnerships and a strong regulatory framework, Pakistan’s nuclear
future appears promising despite political and diplomatic hurdles.
Overview:
This article presents a comprehensive analysis of Pakistan’s nuclear energy ambitions, emphasizing its role in
economic growth, energy security, ‘and environmental sustainability. It details Pakistan’s ongoing projects,
cooperation with China, and engagement with the IAEA, while also discussing the challenges posed by NSG
restrictions. The article also explores global trends in nuclear energy, positioning Pakistan within the broader
international movement toward cleaner and more efficient power sources.
NOTES:
This article.is important for topics related to Pakistan’s energy security, international nuclear policies, and
environmental sustainability. It provides insight into Pakistan’s energy mix, the role of international bodies like the
IAEA, and geopolitical challenges associated with nuclear development. Understanding Pakistan’s nuclear strategy,
its reliance on China, and its position in the global nuclear framework is essential for subjects such as Pakistan
Affairs, International Relations, and Environmental Science.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Energy security policies, nuclear energy development, and international collaborations

o International Relations: Pakistan-China cooperation, NSG restrictions, and global nuclear diplomacy

e Environmental Science: Role of nuclear energy in sustainable development and climate change mitigation
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Notes for Beginners:
Nuclear energy is one of the most advanced and powerful sources of electricity, playing an important role in
Pakistan’s energy security. Currently, Pakistan operates six nuclear power plants that contribute significantly to the
national grid, reducing dependency on fossil fuels. The country collaborates closely with China for nuclear
technology and development, as international restrictions from NSG limit its access to advanced nuclear materials.
Nuclear power is also vital for combating climate change since it produces clean energy without emitting harmful
greenhouse gases. However, nuclear energy carries risks, such as radiation hazards, which is why Pakistan follows
strict safety measures under IAEA regulations. The Fukushima disaster in Japan works as a cautionary example,
emphasizing the need for robust safety protocols. Pakistan aims to expand its nuclear capacity significantly by 2050,
ensuring a sustainable and energy-secure future.
Facts and Figures:

e Pakistan’s six nuclear power plants contribute 3,530 MW, covering 17% of the country’s electricity needs.

e Pakistan aims to generate 40,000 MW of nuclear energy by 2050.

e Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit-5 (C-5) will add 1,200 MW of clean energy by 2030 with Chinese

investment.

o The IAEA has recognized Pakistan’s nuclear energy program as one of the most successful globally.

o NSG restrictions prevent Pakistan from accessing certain nuclear technologies, hindering progress.

e (COP29 endorsed a global commitment to tripling nuclear energy by 2050, benefiting countries like

Pakistan.

To wrap up, Pakistan’s nuclear energy expansion is not just.a necessity. but a strategic imperative for economic
growth, energy independence, and environmental sustainability. Despite international restrictions, the country has
made remarkable strides in nuclear development, primarily. through its partnership with China. With increasing
global support for nuclear power<as a solution to climate change, Pakistan stands at a critical juncture where
continued investment and diplomatic efforts can secure-its energy future. While challenges remain, including
political barriers and safety concerns; Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions remain a beacon of progress in the quest for
sustainable energy solutions.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
. Beacon — A guiding signal or source of hope (Syn: light, guide | Ant: obscurity, darkness)
. Herculean —<Requiring great effort or strength (Syn: strenuous, laborious | Ant: easy, effortless)
. Safeguards — Protective measures (Syn: precautions, security | Ant: risks, threats)
. Indispensable — Absolutely necessary (Syn: essential, crucial | Ant: optional, unnecessary)
. Discriminatory — Unfair or biased treatment (Syn: prejudiced, unjust | Ant: fair, equal)
. Infrastructure — Fundamental facilities and systems (Syn: framework, foundation | Ant: disorder, disorganization)
. Proliferation — Rapid increase or spread (Syn: expansion, multiplication | Ant: reduction, decline)
. Milestone —A significant achievement (Syn: landmark, breakthrough | Ant: setback, failure)
. Stringent — Strict or rigorous (Syn: severe, rigid | Ant: lenient, flexible)
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10. Preservation — Protection from harm or destruction (Syn: conservation, maintenance | Ant: neglect, destruction)
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57. Beyond flag waving

Summary:
Pakistan’s national day, March 23, was commemorated with the customary flag-waving and grand military parades,
evoking memories of the 1940 Lahore Resolution that paved the way for an independent Muslim state. However,
despite decades of resilience, the country remains entangled in political instability, economic fragility, and growing
security threats. The article underscores how confrontational politics, characterized by personal rivalries rather than
policy-driven debates, have hindered governance and obstructed progress. The lack of political consensus has not
only weakened democracy but also allowed military interventions to shape the political landscape, often at the
expense of civilian supremacy. Furthermore, Pakistan’s reliance on a hybrid democracy—where the military plays
a dominant role—has failed to deliver stability or economic prosperity. The article asserts that unless Pakistan shifts
toward genuine democratic governance and policy-driven politics, its future will femain uncertain.
The country’s economic challenges, deeply rooted in structural inefficiencies, are another unlearnt lesson. Recurrent
fiscal deficits, balance-of-payments crises, and unsustainable debt cycles have kept Pakistan reliant on foreign aid
rather than self-sufficiency. The article stresses that economic survival depends on comprehensive reforms
addressing taxation, exports, public-sector inefficiencies, and investment in human capital. The lack of investment
in education and healthcare has left millions illiterate, malnourished, and trapped in poverty—hindering economic
growth and national progress. The article concludes that celebrating national achievements through military displays
is not enough; Pakistan must confront its deep-seated challenges with determination. Only through political
maturity, economic discipline, and human development can the nation fulfill the aspirations of its founding fathers
and secure a prosperous future.
Overview:
The article critically examines Pakistan’s persistent governance challenges, highlighting how political discord,
military interventions, economic' mismanagement, and poor human development policies have stalled national
progress. It argues that unless Pakistan abandons its outdated approaches and embraces reform-driven policies, the
vision of its founders will remain unfulfilled.
NOTES:
This article provides ‘an in-depth analysis of Pakistan’s political and economic trajectory, essential for aspirants
preparing for Pakistan Affairs; Governance, and Economic Development topics. It illustrates how historical political
instability has shaped the nation’s gevernance model, reinforcing the importance of democratic consolidation.
Additionally, it delves into economic mismanagement, discussing Pakistan’s reliance on foreign bailouts and the
structural reforms needed for financial stability. It also emphasizes the role of human capital investment in national
development, a pivotal aspect of policy-making and economic growth. Aspirants should focus on understanding
these issues to articulate well-informed arguments in their exams.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o Pakistan Affairs — Political instability, civil-military relations, governance challenges

e Governance and Public Policies — Institutional weaknesses, policy failures, and economic mismanagement

e Economic Development — Structural reforms, financial crises, and human capital investment

e International Relations — Pakistan’s reliance on external financial aid and its impact on sovereignty
Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan’s political struggles stem from intense rivalries between leaders who prioritize power over governance.
For example, instead of focusing on solving economic issues, political parties frequently engage in blame games,
leading to instability. Similarly, the military has historically intervened in governance, disrupting democratic
growth—evident in Pakistan’s repeated shifts between civilian and military rule. Economically, the country’s
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dependency on loans rather than internal revenue generation has led to recurring financial crises, much like an
individual relying on constant borrowing without increasing income. Investing in education and healthcare is
crucial, as seen in countries like Malaysia, where economic growth was driven by skilled human resources. Pakistan

must adopt similar strategies to ensure long-term progress.
Facts and Figures:

Pakistan has spent over 30 years under direct military rule.

40% of Pakistanis are illiterate, with 26 million children out of school.
The country has taken 23 IMF bailouts since independence.

40% of the population lives below the poverty line.

To wrap up, The article works as a wake-up call, urging Pakistan to abandon its outdated governance models and
prioritize democratic stability, economic reforms, and human capital investment. Mere flag-waving and military
displays cannot compensate for the country’s deep-rooted challenges. If Pakistan is to honor the spirit of its founding
fathers, it must learn from its past mistakes and commit to meaningful reforms that secure a stable and
prosperous future.

Difficult Words and Meanings:

Impunity — Exemption from punishment (Syn: Immunity, Exoneration | Ant: Accountability, Liability)
Inimical — Harmful or unfavorable (Syn: Hostile, Adverse | Ant: Friendly, Favorable)

Transgression — Violation of a rule or law (Syn: Breach, Infraction | Ant: Compliance, Adherence)
Ineluctable — Impossible to avoid (Syn: Inevitable, Unavoidable | Ant: Avoidable, Preventable)
Patronage — Support given by influential people (Syn: Sponsorship, Backing | Ant: Neglect, Disfavor)
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58. Indo-Pak logjam — for how long?

Summary:

Indo-Pak relations remain mired in pettiness and hostility, driven largely by India's unyielding stance and Pakistan's
internal struggles. With a battered economy, political disarray, and dwindling credibility, Pakistan finds itself at a
crossroads. The Indian leadership, instead of fostering regional cooperation, continues to exploit Pakistan’s
vulnerabilities, weaponizing the terrorism narrative to malign its neighbor on international platforms. Petty
diplomatic moves—denying visas, blocking sports participation, and outright humiliation—highlight India’s rigid
mindset, which has deepened under the Modi administration. Despite Pakistan’s removal from the FATF grey list,
India clings to outdated rhetoric, using cross-border terrorism as a strategic tool rather than a genuine security
concern. However, this myopic approach ignores the complexities of regional terrorism, where Pakistan itself
remains a target of militant groups supported by external forces.

India’s foreign policy is steeped in hypocrisy—crying foul.over terrorism while allegedly harboring separatists and
employing covert tactics against Pakistan. Meanwhile, global political dynamics are shifting. Trump's return to
power in the U.S. signals potential changes in India's preferential treatment by Washington, potentially disrupting
Indo-U.S. relations. While India seeks to maintain its strategic edge, its reluctance to engage in meaningful dialogue
with Pakistan does more harm than good. The diplomatic logjam, rooted in mutual distrust, requires a bold shift—
one that prioritizes peace over propaganda. As long as India and Pakistan continue their tit-for-tat approach, the
region remains trapped in an adolescentrivalry that neither country can afford.

Overview:

The article highlights the strained relations between India and Pakistan, exposing India’s rigid foreign policy and
Pakistan’s internal instability. It @analyzes India's refusal to. move past its terrorism narrative while ignoring its own
covert operations. The discussion also touches on shifting global alliances, particularly the impact of Trump’s
presidency on U.S.-India relations, hinting at potential shifts in power dynamics.

NOTES:

Indo-Pak relations remain trapped in a cycle of hostility, with India persistently using terrorism as a diplomatic
weapon against Pakistan. Despite Pakistan’s removal from the FATF grey list and significant counterterrorism
efforts, India continues to link it with militancy while overlooking its own alleged involvement in destabilizing
activities' within Pakistan. This narrative serves strategic coercion rather than security concerns, as evidenced by
India’s support for separatist. movements like Baloch insurgents. Meanwhile, Pakistan grapples with internal
instability, as highlighted by the Finance Minister’s blunt admission of lost credibility due to economic
mismanagement and political discord. This internal weakness further weakens Pakistan’s position on the
international stage, making it vulnerable to external pressures. The article also sheds light on shifting global power
dynamics, particularly with Donald Trump’s return, which could alter Indo-U.S. relations, previously favorable
under Democratic administrations. Furthermore, it examines India's hypocrisy in equating Balochistan with
Kashmir, emphasizing that while the latter remains an internationally disputed territory, Balochistan is purely an
internal matter despite its socio-economic challenges. India’s intransigent approach, from visa refusals to diplomatic
maneuvering, underscores a mindset rooted in coercion rather than engagement. Despite its economic and cultural
clout, its rigid foreign policy lacks the magnanimity required for regional stability. The future of Indo-Pak relations
remains bleak unless both nations take a leap of faith, moving beyond hostility and prioritizing diplomacy over
rhetoric.
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Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e Pakistan Affairs: Indo-Pak relations, regional security, and political instability

o International Relations: Diplomatic conflicts, terrorism narratives, and U.S. foreign policy

e Current Affairs: FATF grey list, shifting power dynamics, and global political alignments
Notes for Beginners:
Indo-Pakistan relations have long been troubled, often resembling a schoolyard rivalry rather than diplomatic
maturity. For example, India frequently accuses Pakistan of supporting terrorism, while Pakistan counters that India
funds separatist movements. Even in sports, politics creeps in—like when Pakistani athletes are denied visas to
India. This reflects a deeper trust deficit. Moreover, countries like the U.S. play a role; during Biden’s tenure, India
enjoyed strong diplomatic backing, but with Trump back, the dynamics may shift. The crux of the issue is that both
nations need to prioritize diplomacy over hostility.
Facts and Figures:

e Pakistan was removed from the FATF grey list in 2022, recognizing;its counterterrorism efforts.

o India denied visas to Pakistani cricket and tackwondo teams in 2024, citing security concerns.

e Baloch separatist Brahamdagh Bugti was granted anIndian yisa within 24 hours in 2015.

e India has consistently linked Pakistan with terrorism at international forums like the UNHRC.

e Under Trump’s second term, U.S. foreign policy is shifting towards economic nationalism, which may

impact India-U.S. relations.

To wrap up, The never-ending blame game between India and Pakistan is a diplomatic deadlock that serves neither
nation. India’s rigid foreign policy and Pakistan’s internal instability create a vicious cycle of hostility. While global
political shifts could reshape alliances, true progress demands a mature approach—one where both nations break
free from the adolescent rivalry and prioritize regional stability over point-scoring.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Intransigence — Refusal to change one’s views (stubbornness, rigidity | flexibility, open-mindedness)

e Malign — To speak ill of someene (defame, slander | praise, commend)

e Soft power — Influence through cultural and economic means (diplomatic influence, cultural dominance)

e Recrimination — Mutual accusations (counterattack, retaliation | conciliation, peace)

o Indulgence — Special treatment or privilege (leniency, favor | strictness, discipline)

59. Passive-aggressive World Order

Summary:

The article explores the evolving global power dynamics, questioning the often-repeated claim of America's decline
while highlighting the complexities of international relations. Using the analogy of Warehouse 13, it reflects on how
power shifts from one dominant nation to another, currently focusing on the US-China rivalry. The writer dismisses
the exaggerated fears of America’s downfall, asserting that historical patterns show superpowers don't collapse
overnight unless they make grave errors. The writer analyzes international relations theories for their inability to
predict global events due to limited empirical data and the influence of vested interests, arguing that many so-called
experts serve as lobbyists rather than objective analysts. The piece of writing also discusses America's failure to
manage its post-Cold War dominance effectively, allowing competitors like China to strengthen their economic and
technological positions.

The article looks into America's economic miscalculations, particularly its reluctance to invest in a Marshall Plan
for post-Soviet states, leaving room for rivals to flourish. It highlights the ongoing technological battle, with China
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making significant advances in Al and quantum computing, exposing the pitfalls of America's monopolistic
approach. The rise of DeepSeek and China's success with photonic quantum computing highlight America’s herd
mentality in tech development. While some argue that the US and China are headed for another Cold War, the writer
refutes this, labeling the current situation as economic competition within a shared system. He warns against blindly
following media narratives, emphasizing that America’s strength still outweighs its weaknesses. Ultimately, the
piece portrays the global order as "passive-aggressive," where nations compete strategically without direct
confrontation.
Overview:
The article critically examines the assumption that American global dominance is waning, emphasizing that
economic competition, rather than outright conflict, defines modern geopolitics. It highlights America's strategic
miscalculations, the rise of China as a technological powerhouse, and the flaws in international relations theories.
The writer urges readers to question media narratives and recognize the underlying power structures shaping the
world order.
NOTES:
The article provides an in-depth analysis of shifting global power dynamics, particularly the US-China
Competitions. It challenges the common notion of America’s decline, highlighting how power transitions occur
gradually and are often exaggerated by media narratives. The discussion on America’s economic miscalculations
after the Cold War, particularly its failure to integrate post-Soviet states into a stable economic order, serves as a
critical case study in global governance and diplomacy. The technological rivalry between the US and China,
exemplified by breakthroughs in Al and quantum computing, illustrates the complexities of modern economic
competition and strategic statecraft. By .questioning the credibility of international relations theories and exposing
the role of corporate monopolies in shaping technological advancements, the article urges aspirants to develop a
nuanced perspective on global affairs::Furthermore, it underscores the importance of economic interdependence in
shaping international policies, challenging the simplistic Cold War analogy often used to describe US-China
relations.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations: Power transitions, US-China rivalry, Cold War analogies

e Political Science: Geopolitical strategies, statecraft, and foreign policy analysis

e  Current Affairs: US economic policies, technological competition, and China's rise

e Global Governance & Diplomacy: International trade, economic warfare, and strategic alliances

Notes for Beginners:
The article discusses how global power shifts, especially between the US and China, shape modern politics. Some
believe America is losing its dominance, but the writer argues that economic competition is not the same as decline.
He explains that America made mistakes after the Cold War, allowing China to rise as a major player in technology
and trade. For example, while American companies focused on monopolizing Al and quantum computing, China
took a different approach, leading to breakthroughs like photonic quantum computing. The article advises against
blindly believing media claims about an inevitable Cold War, suggesting that both nations are economically
interdependent. This helps us understand why global politics isn't just about war but also about strategic economic
moves.
Facts and Figures:

o The Treaty of Westphalia (1648) established the modern nation-state system, making international relations

a relatively new field.
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o There are 195 countries in the world, but geopolitical shifts mainly involve a few dominant players like the
US, China, and Russia.
e The Soviet Union collapsed due to internal mismanagement and economic failure, not solely because of
external pressure.
e China's Belt and Road Initiative spans over 60 countries, reinforcing its global economic influence.
e Quantum computing advancements in China, especially photonic quantum computing, challenge American
technological dominance.
To wrap up, The article presents a thought-provoking critique of mainstream narratives surrounding America's so-
called decline. By dissecting historical patterns, economic policies, and technological advaneements, it challenges
the reader to rethink global power structures. Instead of assuming an inevitable Cold War, it highlights how
economic interdependence shapes modern diplomacy.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Decoupling: The process of separating or disengaging (Syn: disengagement, separation | Ant: integration,
connection)
e Encirclement: Surrounding or isolating a nation strategically (Syn: containment, isolation | Ant: alliance,
inclusion)
e Monopolise: Dominate or control entirely (Syn: control, dominate | Ant: share, distribute)
e Punditry: The practice of expressing expert opinions, often in media‘(Syn: commentary, analysis | Ant:
ignorance, silence)
e Paralysis of judgment: Inability to make decisive decisions (Syn: indecision, stagnation | Ant: decisiveness,
resolution)

60. Trump at war

Summary:

President Trump has embarked on a combative journey, not against traditional US adversaries but against Western
allies and the American establishment. His actions in the first few weeks of his presidency signal an aggressive
overhaul of domestic and foreign policies. Addressing the CPAC conference, he embraced a global conservative
network, featuring right-wing leaders from Brazil, the UK, Italy, and Argentina. The symbolic use of a chainsaw at
the event metaphorically reflects his sweeping cuts within the Pentagon, where he has begun replacing high-ranking
officials with loyalists. His approach to foreign policy is equally disruptive, clashing with the European Union on
NATO, funding, trade policies, and the Russia-Ukraine war. The friction is fueled by Trump’s transactional
diplomacy, which prioritizes bilateral power plays over multilateral alliances. The US-Europe divide is widening as
Trump challenges long-standing transatlantic cooperation, leaving European leaders scrambling to navigate an
increasingly unpredictable global order.

On the geopolitical front, Trump's stance on Russia and China introduces a high-stakes gamble. His administration
contends that the prolonged Russia-Ukraine war is draining Western resources and that the US has borne the brunt
of financial commitments. While some believe Trump could leverage diplomacy to pull Russia away from China,
historical and economic realities suggest otherwise. Russia and China’s deep-rooted strategic partnership—built on
shared opposition to Western influence, military cooperation, and economic interdependence—remains resilient.
Even if Trump attempts to lure Moscow with promises of sanctions relief and energy deals, structural constraints,
congressional opposition, and Europe’s resistance to a US-Russia détente render the move unlikely. The broader
question looms: can Trump sustain his relentless battle against Washington’s entrenched institutions and skeptical
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allies, or will his unilateralist approach push the US further into diplomatic isolation? The coming months promise
nothing short of turbulence, with global alliances hanging in the balance.
Overview:
Trump’s presidency is off to a tumultuous start, marked by internal purges and an aggressive reshaping of foreign
policy. His war with the Pentagon has seen key military officials replaced, while his transactional approach to
diplomacy has exacerbated tensions with European allies. His stance on the Russia-Ukraine war is a major
flashpoint, reflecting his broader skepticism toward multilateral alliances. Meanwhile, hopes of prying Russia away
from China appear futile, given their entrenched economic and military ties. The world watches as Trump’s actions
redefine America’s role on the global stage.
NOTES:
Trump’s presidency is a case study in power politics, populist leadership, and the fragility of global alliances. His
conflicts with the US establishment and the EU illustrate the complexities of transatlantic relations. His approach
to the Russia-Ukraine war challenges conventional diplomacy, emphasizing economic burdens over ideological
alliances. The China-Russia axis highlights the shifting dynamics of global power, where economic interdependence
outweighs ideological divides.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: US foreign policy, NATO dynamics, shifting global alliances

Current Affairs: Trump’s presidency and its impact on world politics

Political Science: Populism and governance, power struggles.in democratic institutions

e US History & Politics: Presidential powers, establishment conflicts, and policy shifts
Notes for Beginners:
Trump’s new presidency has been full of bold, controversial moves. He is replacing top Pentagon officials, signaling
a shift in US military leadership. His relations with Europe have soured due to disagreements over NATO funding
and trade. Regarding the Russia<Ukraine war, he argues thatthe US is spending too much while Europe contributes
less. He also hopes to weaken the Russia-China partnership, but history and economics make that unlikely. In simple
terms, Trump is shaking up the global order, challenging old alliances, and creating uncertainty in international
politics.
Facts and Figures:

e Trump’s defense overhaul: The Pentagon shake-up includes high-profile firings and policy shifts

o  US military spending: The US contributes approximately 3.5% of its GDP to defense, compared to Europe’s

lower commitments

e Russia-China trade: Their trade surpassed $200 billion in 2023, strengthening their economic ties

e  US aid to Ukraine: The US has spent more than all EU nations combined on Ukraine since the war began
To sum up, Trump’s return to power is already a seismic shift in world politics. His aggressive domestic and foreign
policies are testing long-standing alliances and reshaping global power structures. Whether his approach strengthens
US influence or leaves the nation more isolated remains to be seen. One thing is certain—the world is in for
a turbulent ride.
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Unilateralism: The practice of making decisions without consulting others (Syn: autocracy, authoritarianism

| Ant: multilateralism)

e Detente: The easing of strained relations (Syn: reconciliation, thaw | Ant: tension, hostility)

e Populist: A leader who appeals to ordinary people against elites (Syn: demagogue, nationalist | Ant: elitist,
technocrat)
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61. Geopolitics and UKkraine

Summary :
The article looks into the intricate power play shaping the geopolitical landscape, with a particular focus on the
Ukraine war and its repercussions for global alliances. It meticulously unpacks how the U.S. and its Western allies
have long pursued a strategy of encircling Russia through NATO and EU expansion, orchestrating regime changes
in Ukraine and Belarus to install pro-Western leaders. However, the tide appears to be turning. A surge in far-right
movements across Europe, coupled with growing economic crises in powerhouse nations like Germany and France,
is challenging the very foundations of the EU and NATO. The U.S., under Trump’s leadership, seems to be shifting
gears, cozying up to Russia while imposing trade restrictions on allies and adversaries alike. This sudden pivot has
left Europe in a precarious position, exposing its dependence on Washington and raising existential. questions about
its sovereignty and future in global politics.
As Europe teeters on the edge of economic and political fragmentation, China‘and Russia continue to solidify their
foothold in the emerging multipolar order. The EU's staggering €127 billion commitment to Ukraine now seems
like a costly gamble, as Washington distances itself from the conflict.it.once championed. Meanwhile, Russia is
recalibrating its global standing, not as an isolated state, but as a key/player within economic blocs like BRICS and
initiatives like the Belt and Road. The article underscores the shifting dynamics of power, where the old Western
hegemony is unraveling, and a new order is taking shape. Trump's aggressive tariff policies, his overt dismissal of
traditional alliances, and Europe's mounting internal strifedndicate that the era of unchallenged Western dominance
may be drawing to a close. The question remains—will Europe navigate this storm independently, or will it continue
to play the pawn in Washington’s ever-evolving strategic chessboard?
Overview:
The article presents a critical analysis of the geopolitical transformations unfolding in the wake of the Ukraine war.
It highlights how the U.S.'s historical interference in Eastern Europe, particularly through NATO and EU expansion,
has led to prolonged conflicts and political instability. However, the situation is now shifting as Europe faces
economic crises, the rise of far-right movements, and diminishing faith in NATO. The piece also examines the
growing partnership between China and Russia, emphasizing that global power dynamics are no longer dictated
solely by the West. With Trump’s policies further alienating allies, the world is moving towards a new multipolar
system where traditional Western-alliances are being challenged.
NOTES:
This articleprovides a nuanced understanding of power shifts in global politics, illustrating how alliances evolve
and collapse based on economicand strategic interests. The article brings to light the interplay between economic
policies, security concerns, and diplomatic maneuvers, essential for grasping contemporary global affairs.
Candidates should analyze the implications of NATO’s weakening influence, Europe’s economic struggles, and the
strengthening China-Russia bloc, as these factors will define the 21st century’s geopolitical order. The article also
underscores the role of leadership in international diplomacy, particularly how Trump’s policies are reshaping
traditional Western alliances. Furthermore, understanding the economic constraints of the EU, the resurgence of
nationalist movements, and the impact of the Ukraine war on global trade policies can significantly enhance one’s
ability to discuss global power dynamics in exams.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations — The decline of NATO and the shift towards a multipolar world order.

e Political Science — The role of far-right movements and their impact on global governance.

e Current Affairs — The Ukraine war, its repercussions on Europe, and evolving U.S. foreign policy.

e U.S. Foreign Policy — Trump's realignment strategy and its implications on global alliances.
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e Economics — The EU’s financial struggles and the economic rise of China and Russia.
Notes for Beginners:
This article explains how the global balance of power is changing due to the Ukraine war and shifting U.S. policies.
For years, the West, led by the U.S., expanded NATO and the EU to surround Russia and keep it in check. However,
with the rise of nationalist parties in Europe and Trump’s shift in priorities, NATO and the EU are facing decline.
Many European countries, including Germany and France, are struggling with economic challenges such as high
energy costs and slowing industrial growth. Meanwhile, Russia and China are strengthening their economic ties
through BRICS and trade agreements, making them less dependent on the West. The EU has already spent €127
billion on Ukraine since 2022, yet the U.S. is now stepping back from the war, leaving Europe in a vulnerable
position. If these trends continue, Europe might lose its global influence, while Russia and China gain stronger
economic and military alliances. This power shift is evident in Germany’s new €500 billion investment plan, which
signals a potential move towards self-reliance rather than dependence on NATO or the U.S.
Facts and Figures:
e NATO Expansion (2004): Seven countries, including Estonia and Latvia, joined NATO and the EU,
increasing Western influence near Russia’s borders:
e Ukraine’s Political Shifts: The Orange Revolution (2004) and Euromaidan protests (2014) led to the
removal of pro-Russian leaders, with U.S. backing in favor of pro-EU, pro-NATO presidents.
o Crimea Annexation (2014): Russia took control of Crimea following Ukraine’s shift toward the West,
triggering sanctions and geopolitical tensions.
e Donbas War & Minsk Agreements: Ceasefire agreements (Minsk I & II in 2014-2015) failed, leading to
prolonged conflict between Ukraine and Russian-backed separatists.
e Ukraine War (2022-Present): Russia’s full-scale invasion intensified Western sanctions and military aid to
Ukraine.
o EU Spending on Ukraine: Since 2022, the EU has spent approximately €127 billion on Ukraine, despite its
own economic challenges.
e European Economic Struggles: Major EU economies like Germany and France are experiencing financial
slowdowns, energy crises, and inflation.
e Germany’s €500 Billion Investment: To counter economic decline, Germany announced a massive fund for
infrastructure and military upgrades.
e Far-Right Political Gains: Nationalist parties opposing NATO and EU policies have won elections in
Croatia, Finland, Hungary; Italy, the Netherlands, and Slovakia.
e | Trump’s Trade Tariffs: The U.S. has imposed new tariffs on Canada, Mexico, China, India, Russia, and
Iran, escalating global economic tensions.
e BRICS and Economic Shifts: While NATO faces internal strife, China and Russia are strengthening
economic partnerships via BRICS, SPIEF, and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
To wrap up, This article paints a picture of a world in transition, where traditional Western dominance is facing an
existential challenge. The shift in U.S. foreign policy under Trump, the weakening of NATO, and Europe’s internal
struggles highlight the fragility of long-standing alliances. The strengthening China-Russia axis, combined with the
rise of far-right movements in Europe, suggests that a new world order is emerging. The U.S., which once controlled
global geopolitics with an iron grip, now finds itself in a precarious position, making more enemies than friends.
The question remains whether Europe can adapt to this transformation or whether it will remain a pawn in the
greater geopolitical game. The future of global power lies not just in military might but in economic stability and
strategic partnerships, making this a critical period in modern history.
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62. US-Europe standoff: new geopolitical order challenging
BRI

Summary:
The geopolitical chessboard is shifting, revealing deep cracks in the US-Europe alliance over global strategy. While
the European Union insists on prolonging the Ukraine conflict to neutralize Russia, Washington has set its sights
on China, viewing it as the real threat. The US strategy revolves around isolating China economically by pulling
Russia westward, a move reminiscent of the Cold War-era “reverse Nixon” strategy. However, with Russia and
China bound by economic and strategic ties, Washington’s attempts to drive a wedge between them may backfire.
The Biden and Trump administrations have both played the same game—Ileveraging Russia to counter China—yet
with the latter now adopting a more aggressive stance, even threatening hefty tariffs on BRICS nations. Meanwhile,
a silent economic war is brewing, targeting China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through covert operations, proxy
attacks, and political pressure on developing nations.
The grander picture is not about stability but about retaining US supremacy in an increasingly multipolar world.
While Trump's rhetoric suggests a transactional approach; Washington’s actions reveal a continuation of the
traditional divide-and-rule playbook. Western-backed NGOs, intelligence operations;.and economic coercion are
being weaponized to hinder China’s global expansion, especially in Africa and Europe. The BRI, once hailed as a
game-changer for developing economies, now faces sabotage under the guise of environmental concerns and
democracy promotion. With a rising China, a resilient Russia, and a splintering transatlantic alliance, the question
remains: can the US maintain its grip on the world order, or are we witnessing the dawn of a new era where
Washington’s divide-and-conquer strategy loses its edge?
Overview:
This article dissects the growing discord between the US and the EU over global strategic priorities. While the EU
remains fixated on countering Russia, the US is attempting to pivot toward China, using economic warfare as its
primary tool. The Piece of writing also explores how Trump’s administration is reviving Cold War-era tactics to
realign global power dynamics. However, with deep-rooted ties between Moscow and Beijing, this strategy is likely
to yield unintended consequences. The article further highlights how China’s BRI is becoming a battleground in
this power struggle, facing disruptions through political manipulation and proxy conflicts.
NOTES:
This article is an essential study for understanding global power shifts and the US-China-Russia triangle. It provides
intuition into. the economic. warfare strategies being deployed against China’s BRI, touching on hybrid warfare
tactics like economic sanctions, NGO interference, and proxy conflicts. The article also highlights US foreign
policy ‘doctrines, particularly Trump’s aggressive economic stance against BRICS nations. Furthermore, the
fracturing of Western alliances is a significant development, relevant to discussions on transatlantic relations and
European strategic autonomy.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations — US-China-Russia strategic realignment, multipolarity, hybrid warfare

e Political Science — Power dynamics, economic diplomacy, strategic alliances

e  Current Affairs — Impact of the US-EU divide on global stability, Belt and Road Initiative

e Geopolitics — The decline of US global influence, challenges to Western hegemony

o Economics — Trade wars, economic sanctions, de-dollarization efforts
Notes for Beginners:
In global politics, countries often shift alliances based on their strategic interests. This article discusses how the US
and Europe are at odds over handling Russia and China. The US wants to weaken China’s influence by pulling
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Russia closer, while Europe believes neutralizing Russia is the first step to countering Beijing. However, China and
Russia have built strong economic and military ties, making this strategy difficult. Another key point is how China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is facing resistance. The BRI is a massive infrastructure project connecting countries
worldwide, but Western powers see it as a threat and are trying to disrupt it through economic and political tactics.
This article helps understand how world powers compete for dominance, not just through wars but through
economic policies, alliances, and hidden strategies.
Facts and Figures:
e US Military Budget: $2.2 trillion in 2023, prioritizing global dominance over diplomacy. (SIPRI Report)
e BRI Investment: China has invested over $1 trillion in Belt and Road projects acress.140 countries. (World
Bank Data)
e Russia-China Trade: Reached $200 billion in 2023, solidifying economic ties. (IMF Report)
e Sanctions Strategy: The US has imposed over 15,000 sanctions on_Russia and China to weaken their
economies. (Global Sanctions Database)
o EU Defense Spending: Increased by 13% in 2024, reflecting growing tensions with Russia. (NATO Report)
To sum up, The shifting power struggle between the US, Europe, China, and Russia marks a defining moment in
global politics. While Washington clings to its old divide-and-rule strategy, the world is no longer a chessboard
where nations move at America’s whim. As multipolarity gains traction, alliances are evolving, and economic
warfare is replacing traditional conflicts. The Belt and Road Initiative, once.a beacon of connectivity, is now under
siege, and the West’s tactics to curb China's rise are becoming more aggressive. Whether the US succeeds in
reasserting its dominance or loses ground to an emerging world order remains to be seen, but one thing is certain—
the age of unchallenged American hegemony is fading.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Parse — To analyze critically (Synonyms: examine, scrutinize | Antonyms: overlook, ignore)
e Burden-sharing — Dividing responsibilities in an alliance (Synonyms: cost-sharing, partnership | Antonyms:
monopolization, unilateralism)
e Defrosting — Re-establishing relations (Synonyms: reviving, restoring | Antonyms: freezing, severing)
o Rapprochement — Reconciliation between nations (Synonyms: settlement, détente | Antonyms: hostility,
conflict)
e De-dollarization — Moving away from US dollar dependence (Synonyms: currency diversification,
economic sovereignty | Antonyms: dollarization, financial dependence)

63. US-Europe standoff: new geopolitical order challenging
BRI

Summary:

The geopolitical chessboard is shifting, revealing deep cracks in the US-Europe alliance over global strategy. While
the European Union insists on prolonging the Ukraine conflict to neutralize Russia, Washington has set its sights
on China, viewing it as the real threat. The US strategy revolves around isolating China economically by pulling
Russia westward, a move reminiscent of the Cold War-era “reverse Nixon” strategy. However, with Russia and
China bound by economic and strategic ties, Washington’s attempts to drive a wedge between them may backfire.
The Biden and Trump administrations have both played the same game—Ieveraging Russia to counter China—yet
with the latter now adopting a more aggressive stance, even threatening hefty tariffs on BRICS nations. Meanwhile,
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a silent economic war is brewing, targeting China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through covert operations, proxy
attacks, and political pressure on developing nations.
The grander picture is not about stability but about retaining US supremacy in an increasingly multipolar world.
While Trump's rhetoric suggests a transactional approach, Washington’s actions reveal a continuation of the
traditional divide-and-rule playbook. Western-backed NGOs, intelligence operations, and economic coercion are
being weaponized to hinder China’s global expansion, especially in Africa and Europe. The BRI, once hailed as a
game-changer for developing economies, now faces sabotage under the guise of environmental concerns and
democracy promotion. With a rising China, a resilient Russia, and a splintering transatlantic alliance, the question
remains: can the US maintain its grip on the world order, or are we witnessing the dawn of a new era where
Washington’s divide-and-conquer strategy loses its edge?
Overview:
This article dissects the growing discord between the US and the EU over global ‘strategic priorities. While the EU
remains fixated on countering Russia, the US is attempting to pivot toward China, using economic warfare as its
primary tool. The Piece of writing also explores how Trump’s administration is reviving. Cold War-era tactics to
realign global power dynamics. However, with deep-rooted ties between Moscow and Beijing, this strategy is likely
to yield unintended consequences. The article further highlights how China’s BRI is becoming a battleground in
this power struggle, facing disruptions through political manipulation and proxy conflicts.
NOTES:
This article is an essential study for understanding global power shifts and the US-China-Russia triangle. It provides
intuition into the economic warfare strategies being deployed against China’s BRI, touching on hybrid warfare
tactics like economic sanctions, NGO .interference, and proxy conflicts. The article also highlights US foreign
policy doctrines, particularly Trump’s aggressive economic stance against BRICS nations. Furthermore, the
fracturing of Western alliances is a significant development, televant to discussions on transatlantic relations and
European strategic autonomy.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations — US-China-Russia strategic realignment, multipolarity, hybrid warfare

e Political Science — Power dynamics, economic diplomacy, strategic alliances

e Current Affairs — Impact of the US-EU divide on global stability, Belt and Road Initiative

e Geopolitics— The decline of US global influence, challenges to Western hegemony

o Economics — Trade wars, economic sanctions, de-dollarization efforts
Notes for Beginners:
In global politics, countries often shift alliances based on their strategic interests. This article discusses how the US
and Europe are at odds over handling Russia and China. The US wants to weaken China’s influence by pulling
Russia closer, while Europe believes neutralizing Russia is the first step to countering Beijing. However, China and
Russia have built strong economic and military ties, making this strategy difficult. Another key point is how China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is facing resistance. The BRI is a massive infrastructure project connecting countries
worldwide, but Western powers see it as a threat and are trying to disrupt it through economic and political tactics.
This article helps understand how world powers compete for dominance, not just through wars but through
economic policies, alliances, and hidden strategies.
Facts and Figures:

e US Military Budget: $2.2 trillion in 2023, prioritizing global dominance over diplomacy. (SIPRI Report)

e BRI Investment: China has invested over $1 trillion in Belt and Road projects across 140 countries. (World

Bank Data)
e Russia-China Trade: Reached $200 billion in 2023, solidifying economic ties. (IMF Report)
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e Sanctions Strategy: The US has imposed over 15,000 sanctions on Russia and China to weaken their
economies. (Global Sanctions Database)
e EU Defense Spending: Increased by 13% in 2024, reflecting growing tensions with Russia. (NATO Report)
To sum up, The shifting power struggle between the US, Europe, China, and Russia marks a defining moment in
global politics. While Washington clings to its old divide-and-rule strategy, the world is no longer a chessboard
where nations move at America’s whim. As multipolarity gains traction, alliances are evolving, and economic
warfare is replacing traditional conflicts. The Belt and Road Initiative, once a beacon of connectivity, is now under
siege, and the West’s tactics to curb China's rise are becoming more aggressive. Whether the US succeeds in
reasserting its dominance or loses ground to an emerging world order remains to be seen, but.one thing is certain—
the age of unchallenged American hegemony is fading.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Parse — To analyze critically (Synonyms: examine, scrutinize | Antonyms: overlook, ignore)
e Burden-sharing — Dividing responsibilities in an alliance (Synonyms: cost-sharing, partnership | Antonyms:
monopolization, unilateralism)
e Defrosting — Re-establishing relations (Synonyms:teviving, restoring | Antonyms: freezing, severing)
e Rapprochement — Reconciliation between nations (Synonyms: settlement, détente | Antonyms: hostility,
conflict)

64. Wakhan Corridor can act as a shield against terrorism

Summary:
Pakistan's entanglement in Afghanistan's conflicts has come at a steep price, leaving it burdened with economic,
social, and security challenges. Despite playing a pivotal role in Afghanistan’s stability, Pakistan has faced
disproportionate consequences, with over 80,000 lives lost and economic damages exceeding $450 billion. The
country's infrastructure has been crippled, extremism has gained traction, and Western aid has been a mere drop
in the ocean compared to the losses suffered. Now, the Wakhan Corridor—an unguarded passage between
Afghanistan and China—poses a fresh threat, allowing militants to slip through undetected. Pakistan, while
seeking regional connectivity, finds itself at a disadvantage as the Taliban openly facilitates India while resisting
Pakistan’s legitimate trade ambitions. This geopolitical imbalance further complicates regional stability, making
it imperative for Pakistan to recalibrate its strategy.
To/counter these looming threats, Pakistan must adopt a multifaceted approach. One solution could be
negotiating the acquisition or leasing of the Wakhan Corridor, securing direct access to Central Asia while
minimizing dependence‘on Afghan trade routes. If diplomacy hits a dead end, constructing a bypass tunnel
could provide an alternative. Additionally, Pakistan must foster alliances with China and Central Asian
Republics (CARs) to establish a robust security framework that curbs militancy and promotes economic
collaboration. Dialogue remains a pivotal tool—Pakistan must actively advocate for mutual regional benefits
to prevent the corridor from becoming a breeding ground for terrorism. The Wakhan Corridor, if managed
strategically, could shift from being a security liability to a bridge of prosperity, turning Pakistan’s
vulnerabilities into opportunities for economic growth and geopolitical leverage.

Overview:
The article highlights the long-standing repercussions of Pakistan’s involvement in Afghanistan's conflicts and
the emerging security concerns posed by the Wakhan Corridor. It underscores how Pakistan’s sacrifices—both
in human lives and economic setbacks—have been largely overlooked, while its security remains in jeopardy
due to unchecked militant infiltration. The author presents a compelling case for Pakistan to rethink its regional
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strategy, advocating for diplomatic negotiations, infrastructural developments, and collaborative security
measures. With a proactive approach, Pakistan can transform this challenge into an opportunity, securing its
interests while promoting regional stability.

NOTES:
The article is an essential resource for understanding Pakistan's security dilemmas, geopolitical constraints, and
economic vulnerabilities stemming from its Afghan policy. It highlights Pakistan’s role as a frontline state,
bearing the brunt of Afghanistan’s instability despite its contributions to Western efforts. The Wakhan Corridor’s
strategic importance and its potential to either facilitate economic growth or exacerbate security threats make it
a key case study in international relations and security studies. The discussion on Pakistan’s need for proactive
diplomacy, alternative trade routes, and regional alliances aligns with the themes of regional connectivity,
counterterrorism, and hybrid warfare. This article functions as an essential reference for Pakistan’s foreign
policy, border security challenges, and the broader implications of regional instability.

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations (Pakistan’s regional diplomacy, security concerns)

o Pakistan Affairs (Afghanistan-Pakistan relations, border security)

e  Current Affairs (Terrorism, economic impact of foreign policy)

e Political Science (Regional alliances and strategic negotiations)

Notes for Beginners:
Pakistan has suffered enormous setbacks due to its involvement in A fghanistan’s wars, losing thousands of lives
and facing massive economic damage. Despite helping Western forces and maintaining regional stability,
Pakistan received little recognition or compensation for its sacrifices. A new challenge now emerges—the
Wakhan Corridor, a narrow passage between Afghanistan and China, which is being exploited by militants to
infiltrate Pakistan and other countries. While Afghanistan’s Taliban government enables India's access to
Afghan trade routes, it resists Pakistan’s efforts, creating a geopolitical imbalance. To address this, Pakistan
could negotiate control over the corridor, construct alternative trade routes, and strengthen alliances with
neighboring countries like China and Central Asian states. If handled wisely, this corridor could become a
gateway for economic progress rather than a security risk. The article stresses the need for a proactive and
strategic approach to ensure Pakistan’s stability and regional influence.

Facts and Figures:

e Human and Economic Losses: Pakistan has lost over 80,000 lives due to its involvement in
Afghanistan’s conflicts. The economic losses have exceeded $450 billion, far surpassing any financial
aid received from Western allies.

e Financial Burden (2001-2017): Between 2001 and 2017, Pakistan faced annual losses of $7.7 billion,
totaling $123.2 billion—a figure greater than its combined spending on education, healthcare, and
welfare during the same period.

o  Western Aid Disparity: The aid provided to Pakistan was largely a reimbursement rather than actual
compensation, failing to offset the economic damage caused by instability in Afghanistan.

e  Wakhan Corridor’s Security Threat: The Wakhan Corridor, a 350 km-long narrow passage connecting
Afghanistan to China, has become a porous gateway for militants, allowing the unchecked infiltration
of terrorists into Pakistan, China, and Central Asia.

e Geopolitical Imbalance: While the Taliban facilitates Indian access to Afghan airbases and trade routes,
it restricts Pakistan’s efforts for regional connectivity, creating a diplomatic challenge.
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e Proposed Strategic Solutions: Pakistan could negotiate control over the corridor, construct a bypass
tunnel, or collaborate with China and Central Asian Republics (CARs) to ensure security and economic
cooperation.
e Potential Economic Impact: If properly secured and utilized, the Wakhan Corridor could boost trade
and connectivity, transforming from a security liability into an economic opportunity for Pakistan.
To wrap up, The article presents a stark reality of Pakistan’s geopolitical struggles, highlighting the heavy price
it has paid due to its proximity to Afghanistan. While the challenges are formidable, they also present an
opportunity for Pakistan to redefine its regional standing. Through strategic planning, diplomatic negotiations,
and infrastructural investments, Pakistan can turn its vulnerabilities into strengths, securing its borders while
fostering economic growth. The Wakhan Corridor, if managed effectively, could be a game-changer, reinforcing
Pakistan’s role as a key player in regional stability and trade.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Grappling — Struggling to deal with (Syn: Striving, Wrestling | Ant: Ignoring, Overlooking)
o Spillover — Unintended consequences affecting others (Syn: Repercussion, Ripple effect | Ant:
Containment, Isolation)
e Porous — Easily penetrable (Syn: Permeable, Leaky | Ant: Sealed, Impenetrable)
e Crippled — Severely weakened (Syn: Impaired, Debilitated | Ant: Strengthened, Reinforced)
o Exacerbating — Worsening an already bad situation (Syn: Aggravating, Intensifying | Ant: Alleviating,
Mitigating)
e Reimbursement — Repayment for expenses (Syn: Compensation, Refund | Ant: Deduction,
Withholding)
o Bypass — Alternative route to aveid obstacles (Syn: Detour, Diversion | Ant: Direct route, Blockage)
e Advocate — Publicly support a cause (Syn: Endorse, Recommend | Ant: Oppose, Condemn)

65. seismic shift in US foreign policy

Summary:

The Trump.administration’s approach to U.S. foreign policy has taken a drastic turn, marked by the withdrawal
from key international organizations, cuts in foreign aid, and strained ties with NATO. This abrupt shift has
raised.alarm bells among America’s allies, particularly in Europe and Asia, who now question the reliability of
U.S. commitments. The decision to step away from global partnerships has not only diminished U.S. influence
on the world stage but also sparked concerns over the rising instability in different regions. With major powers
like Germany and Japan reconsidering their long-held security policies, the long-term impact of this diplomatic
retreat remains uncertain. Furthermore, Trump’s growing association with Russian President Vladimir Putin
has deepened suspicions about Washington’s strategic intentions, fueling apprehensions about a potential
realignment of global power dynamics.

This significant policy shift carries serious implications for international relations, security alliances, and
geopolitical stability. By isolating itself from traditional partnerships, the U.S. risks weakening the global order
that it once championed. While some argue that these moves are meant to prioritize domestic interests, critics
believe they pave the way for increased global conflicts and power vacuums that could be exploited by rival
nations. For countries reliant on American support, this transformation necessitates a reassessment of their own
strategic policies. Whether this trajectory will fortify U.S. sovereignty or undermine its influence remains a
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contentious debate, but one thing is certain—the world is witnessing a fundamental reshaping of diplomatic
norms.

Overview:
The Trump administration’s foreign policy decisions reflect a departure from the U.S.’s historical role as a
global leader. The withdrawal from international agreements, reduction in foreign aid, and uncertain alliances
have triggered global insecurity. These developments illustrate the shifting nature of international relations and
emphasize the need for diplomatic adaptability.
NOTES:
The evolving U.S. foreign policy highlights key themes in international relations, including alliance-building,
power shifts, and strategic realignments. CSS candidates must examine these changes critically, understanding
how they affect global security structures, trade relations, and Pakistan’s diplomatic standing.

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

e International Relations: U.S. strategic shifts and their impact on global alliances.

e Current Affairs: The implications of U.S. withdrawal from international commitments.

e U.S. Foreign Policy: Understanding Trump’s diplomatic strategy and its long-term consequences.

Notes for Beginners:
The Trump administration’s decision to withdraw from the World Health Organization (WHO) raised global
concerns about the future of international health cooperation; especially amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The
suspension of foreign aid programs has weakened U.S. influence in developing nations, shifting power
dynamics in favor of countries like China. NATO’s strained relations with the U.S. have also led European
nations to explore greater military independence. Trump’s seemingly favorable stance toward Russia has raised
suspicions about Washington’s broader strategic-objectives. These actions collectively reflect a major
reconfiguration of U.S. foreignpolicy with long-lasting effects on global diplomacy.

Facts and Figures:

e U.S. Withdrawal from International Organizations: In 2020, the Trump administration formally notified
the United Nations of its withdrawal from the World Health Organization (WHO), citing alleged
mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic. This move risked a funding shortfall of approximately
$400 million annually, which the U.S. had been contributing.

e Reduction in Foreign Aid: The Trump administration proposed cutting foreign aid by 21% in its 2020
budget, significantly reducing assistance to developing countries. This policy shift redirected resources
toward domestic priorities but weakened U.S. influence in global affairs.

e Tensions with NATO: Trump repeatedly criticized NATO members for not meeting their defense
spending commitments. In 2018, he warned that the U.S. might reconsider its involvement unless allies
increased their military expenditures to 2% of GDP, a benchmark set by NATO. By 2020, only 10 out
of 30 NATO members had met this target.

e Trade War with China: The Trump administration imposed tariffs on $370 billion worth of Chinese
imports, leading to retaliatory tariffs from China. This economic confrontation disrupted global supply
chains and raised concerns about long-term trade relations between the two largest economies.

e Military Presence and Alliances: Under Trump’s leadership, the U.S. reduced its military footprint in
key regions. For instance, he ordered the withdrawal of 12,000 U.S. troops from Germany, citing
concerns over Europe’s reliance on American defense. This decision led to geopolitical uncertainties in
Europe and beyond.
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To wrap up, The transformation in U.S. foreign policy marks a critical juncture in international relations. As the
U.S. retreats from global commitments, allies and adversaries alike must reassess their strategic approaches.
Whether this policy shift leads to strengthened national sovereignty or a weakened global influence
Difficult Words and Meanings:

e Unilateral — An action performed by one side without agreement from others.

e Curtailing — Reducing or limiting something.

e Implications — The potential consequences of an action.

e Rapport — A close and positive relationship.

66. Sinking borders

Summary:

The looming climate crisis is not only an environmental catastrophe but also a geopolitical nightmare, with
rising sea levels threatening the very existence of nations such as the Maldives and Tuvalu. As coastal areas
vanish, territorial disputes intensify, and legal frameworks like UNCLOS fail to provide solutions for shifting
maritime borders. The issue extends beyond land loss;. it reshapes global power dynamics, challenging the
fundamental concept of state sovereignty. Countries like Bangladesh, already facing severe coastal erosion,
witness economic and defense vulnerabilities, while the construction of artificial islands by powerful states
further destabilizes the region. The disappearance of Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) creates legal
ambiguities, leaving nations grappling with questions of sovereignty and jurisdiction. Furthermore, the forced
displacement of millions as climate refugees exposes the inadequacy of international legal protections,
exacerbating tensions in a world unprepared for mass migrations.

The consequences of rising sea levels go beyond human settlements, threatening delicate ecosystems and
wildlife, such as endangered Hawksbill turtles losing their nesting grounds. The crisis compels the world to
rethink fundamental principles of governance, as nations facing submersion demand recognition and legal
protection. If a country disappears beneath the ocean, does it still hold a seat at the UN? Can it retain maritime
rights without physical land? These pressing concerns necessitate immediate legal and diplomatic action to
prevent widespread chaos. The crisis is no longer a distant threat; it is a present reality demanding urgent global
intervention. Nations must transcend mere environmental discussions and acknowledge the security risks, legal
voids, and humanitarian challenges that come with sinking borders. Only through proactive legal revisions,
diplomatic cooperation, and sustainable infrastructure can the world hope to avert the inevitable conflicts that
unchecked climate change will unleash.

Overview:

This “article highlights the critical intersection of climate change and geopolitics, focusing on the legal,
economic, and humanitarian challenges posed by rising sea levels. It underscores the urgency of revising
international law to address the disappearance of nations and the displacement of populations. The article also
draws attention to territorial conflicts arising from shifting maritime borders and the exploitation of artificial
islands by dominant states. Ultimately, it serves as a stark warning that the world must act decisively before
entire nations vanish beneath the waves.

NOTES:

The article presents a compelling case study on how climate change directly affects state sovereignty, economic
stability, and diplomatic relations. The legal complexities of EEZs, the inadequacy of UNCLOS, and the rise of
climate refugees are crucial topics for discussions on international law and human rights. Understanding these
dynamics can provide insight into policy-making, disaster preparedness, and global security threats.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




=el
-
-y

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
o International Relations (climate diplomacy, sovereignty issues)
e Environmental Science (climate change, rising sea levels)
e International Law (UNCLOS, legal framework for disappearing nations)
¢ Human Rights & Humanitarian Law (climate refugees, displacement policies)
e Pakistan Affairs (coastal erosion, regional maritime disputes)
Notes for Beginners:
Rising sea levels are not just an environmental problem; they create serious global challenges. Countries like
the Maldives are at risk of disappearing, leading to legal questions like whether a submerged country still has
rights. This also affects international borders, as coastlines shift and disputes arise over who controls valuable
ocean resources. For example, Bangladesh has lost land due to erosion, which weakens its.economy and
security. Additionally, millions of people could become "climate refugees" with no legal protection, making
mass migration a serious global issue. Powerful countries are even building artificial islands to claim more
territory, further complicating legal and diplomatic matters. The world needs urgent action to prevent conflicts,
protect displaced people, and update laws to address these new realities:
Facts and Figures:
o The Maldives could be completely submerged by 2100 due to rising sea levels.
e Bangladesh loses approximately 10,000 hectares of land annually to coastal erosion.
e Tuvalu has already begun negotiating land agreements with other countries for relocation.
e UNCLOS does not provide a legal framework for a nation that loses its land entirely.
e More than 200 million people could be displaced due to climate change by 2050.
To sum up, The crisis of sinking borders is not just an environmental issue but a challenge to global stability,
international law, and human rights. If nations fail to act, the world will face escalating territorial disputes, mass
displacement, and ecological devastation. Immediate legal reforms, climate adaptation strategies, and
international cooperation are essential to prevent the irreversible consequences of rising sea levels. The water
is rising, and so is theurgency for action.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Jurisdiction — Legal authority over an area (Synonyms: authority, control | Antonyms: powerlessness,
impotence)
e Maritime — Related to the sea (Synonyms: nautical, naval | Antonyms: terrestrial, inland)
e Sovereignty — Supreme authority of a state (Synonyms: autonomy, self-rule | Antonyms: subjugation,
dependency)
e Submergence — The act of sinking below water (Synonyms: immersion, flooding | Antonyms:
emergence, resurfacing)
e Displacement — Forced movement of people (Synonyms: migration, eviction | Antonyms: settlement,
stability)
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67. Trouble brewing on borders

Summary:

The border dispute between Pakistan and Afghanistan continues to be a persistent challenge, disrupting trade,
straining diplomatic ties, and exposing Islamabad to broader regional complexities. The recent reopening of the
Torkham border, which had been shut for nearly a month, highlights the fragile nature of cross-border relations.
Tensions flared due to conflicting territorial claims, causing severe economic losses, particularly in trade, where
hundreds of trucks carrying goods were stranded. Despite efforts from business communities and tribal leaders,
these closures remain a recurring issue. Meanwhile, Qatar's mediation in the release of American hostage
George Glenzman from Afghan custody reflects shifting geopolitical dynamics, raising concerns for Pakistan
as external actors, including Zalmay Khalilzad, gain influence over Kabul’s foreign engagements. Khalilzad’s
involvement, given his critical stance on Pakistan’s internal politics, signals deeper challenges for [slamabad’s
diplomatic posture.

Beyond the immediate trade and political ramifications, Pakistan faces a multifaceted security and economic
crisis. The instability along the Afghan border coincides with increasing terrorist threats from groups such as
TTP and BLA, further straining the country’s resources. Additionally, Pakistan’s inconsistent trade policies have
driven Afghan importers towards Iranian ports, causing an-estimated $2 billion loss in trade revenue. This
economic fallout, coupled with Islamabad’s diplomatic isolation;. threatens to erode Pakistan’s regional
influence. The shifting role of Qatar and India’s engagement in Afghanistan through Chabahar port also
underscores how Pakistan’s traditional geopolitical leverage is diminishing. Without a coherent strategy to
address these economic and security vulnerabilities, Pakistan risks further instability and marginalization in an
increasingly volatile regional landscape.

Overview:

This article highlights Pakistan’s recurring border tensions with Afghanistan and the broader regional
implications of recent events, including the reopening of the Torkham border and the diplomatic maneuvering
behind the release of an American hostage. It discusses the economic disruptions caused by border closures, the
increasing role of external players such as Qatar and Zalmay Khalilzad in Afghan affairs, and the broader
security and economic challenges Pakistan faces. The article underscores the need for a long-term strategy to
stabilize trade; enhance security, and prevent diplomatic isolation.

NOTES:

Pakistan’s border tensions with Afghanistan are not just about trade but also deeply tied to security, diplomacy,
and regional economic shifts. The repeated closures of Torkham disrupt trade worth billions, highlighting the
lack of a stable border management policy. The rise of Qatar as a key mediato in Afghan affairs and the
involvement of figures like Zalmay Khalilzad indicate shifting regional power structures, which Pakistan must
navigate carefully. Furthermore, the growing preference of Afghan traders for Iranian ports due to Pakistan’s
inconsistent policies underscores how economic mismanagement can lead to strategic losses.

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:

o International Relations: Pakistan-Afghanistan border disputes, diplomatic isolation, and Qatar’s role in
mediation

e Pakistan Affairs: Security challenges from TTP and BLA, economic consequences of border closures

e Governance & Public Policy: Trade mismanagement, loss of regional economic influence

e Current Affairs: Pakistan’s foreign policy shifts, economic ties with Afghanistan, and regional security
threats
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Notes for Beginners:
Border tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan frequently cause disruptions, affecting trade, security, and
regional stability. The recent closure of the Torkham border left hundreds of trucks stranded, causing economic
losses. Pakistan's trade policies have been unpredictable, making Afghan traders turn to Iran for their imports.
At the same time, external countries like Qatar are gaining influence in Afghan affairs, as seen in the recent
release of an American hostage. This situation puts Pakistan in a difficult position, as it struggles to manage
trade, security threats from terrorist groups, and its diplomatic relations with neighboring countries. These
challenges highlight the need for stronger policies and better regional cooperation.
Facts and Figures:
e The Torkham border closure led to a backlog of nearly 350 stranded trucks carrying essential goods.
e An estimated $2 billion in Afghan trade has shifted to Iranian ports ‘due to Pakistan’s inconsistent
policies.
e On average, 800 trucks cross the Torkham border daily, supporting thousands of livelihoods.
e (Qatar played a central role in negotiating the release of three American hostages from Afghan custody
this year.
In a nutshell, Pakistan’s border conflicts with Afghanistan reflect broader regional complexities, from economic
struggles to security threats and diplomatic realignments. The article highlights the risks of inconsistent trade
policies, the increasing involvement of external actors in Afghan affairs,’and the security threats posed by
groups like TTP. Without a long-term strategy, Pakistan risks economic losses, diplomatic isolation, and
escalating instability in the region. Strengthening trade policies, improving security coordination, and
maintaining diplomatic flexibility are essential for navigating these challenges effectively.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Acrimony — bitterness-or hostility (synonyms: resentment, animosity; antonyms: harmony, goodwill)
e Expeditious — done quickly and efficiently (synonyms: prompt, swift; antonyms: delayed, sluggish)
e Proxy — a substitute acting on behalf of another (synonyms: intermediary, representative; antonyms:
direct, primary)
e Geopolitical —related to political relations influenced by geography (synonyms: international, strategic;
antonyms: domestic, local)
o Insulate — protect or isolate from outside influence (synonyms: shield, safeguard; antonyms: expose,
integrate)

68. USAID cancellation — an opportunity in adversity?

Summary:

The abrupt suspension of USAID programs in Pakistan, amounting to $845 million, has sent ripples across
multiple sectors; affecting direct and indirect beneficiaries. With the cessation of funding, numerous
developmental projects in education, health, agriculture, and governance have come to a standstill. While the
immediate consequences are evident in job losses and halted infrastructure improvements, the broader economic
impact appears muted, as past studies suggest that aid has not significantly boosted Pakistan’s growth rate.
Moreover, the dependency on foreign assistance has often deterred much-needed institutional reforms, keeping
the country locked in a cycle of external reliance rather than self-sufficiency. This abrupt halt, therefore, presents
an opportunity for Pakistan to rethink its policies, strengthen its economic framework, and reduce its
vulnerability to foreign policy shifts.

Cssplatfrombytha.com Dreamsupermall.pk




= | PSS
W | V99

While the absence of USAID funds may cause initial disruptions, it also prompts an important question: Has
Pakistan been too reliant on external aid? The author contends that foreign-funded initiatives have not only
shaped the country’s development narrative but also drained its intellectual capital by diverting top talent toward
donor projects instead of the public and private sectors. If channeled correctly, this withdrawal could spur
Pakistan into action, encouraging structural reforms and homegrown solutions tailored to national needs.
However, such a transformation requires proactive governance, intellectual engagement, and a commitment to
promoting local expertise. Whether this event leads to long-term resilience or deeper struggles will depend on
how Pakistan navigates this challenge in the coming months.
Overview:
The article analyzes the implications of the USAID suspension in Pakistan, emphasizing both the adverse effects
on vulnerable communities and the potential opportunity for economic and institutional self-reliance. It explores
the role of foreign aid in shaping development policies and whether its absence can push Pakistan towards
sustainable reforms.
NOTES:
The USAID suspension highlights key themes in governance, economic policies, and international relations.
The article illustrates how Pakistan's heavy reliance on foreign aid has influenced its institutional structures.
The discussion on macroeconomic impacts and fiscal tightening provides observations into financial
dependencies, while the suggestion of reform aligns with sustainable development strategies. This event is a
case study in global aid dynamics, providing lessons in economic resilience and policy shifts.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e Pakistan Affairs: Foreign aid dependency, economic reforms, governance
o International Relations: US foreign policy, impact of global aid withdrawal
e Economic Development: Macroeconomic stability, fiscal space, donor influence
e Public Administration: Structural and institutional reforms in governance
Notes for Beginners:
The USAID suspension means Pakistan will no longer receive millions of dollars in financial aid for projects
like education, healthcare, and agriculture. This is significant because many government initiatives rely on
external funding, making the country dependent on foreign assistance. Imagine a student who always relies on
borrowed notes to pass exams. If that help is suddenly cut off, the student has two choices: either struggle or
start preparing independently. Similarly, Pakistan now has an opportunity to strengthen its economy without
external reliance; though it will require major reforms and efficient governance.
Facts and Figures:
e USAID's total global operations affected: $44 billion
e Estimated USAID funding in Pakistan: $845 million
e Past USAID contributions: Over $500 million in disaster relief (2005 earthquake, 2010 floods)
e Major infrastructure projects supported: Mangla, Warsak, Tarbela Dams
To wrap up, The USAID suspension acts as both a setback and a wake-up call for Pakistan. While it disrupts
ongoing projects and affects vulnerable communities, it also forces the nation to reassess its reliance on foreign
assistance. The situation presents an opportunity to implement long-overdue economic and structural reforms.
Whether Pakistan seizes this chance for self-sufficiency or remains dependent on external aid will determine
the trajectory of its economic future.
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69. Middle East edging towards persistent crises

Summary:

The Middle East, long plagued by unrest, now faces the prospect of persistent crises following a series of
dramatic developments. The ousting of Bashar al-Assad in December 2024 dismantled Syria’s already fragile
stability, throwing the region into further disarray. The situation is compounded by the October 7, 2023, Hamas-
led assault on Israel, which prompted an Israeli military onslaught in Gaza, leaving nearly 40,000 dead, most
of them civilians. In response to Iran-backed militias, particularly Hezbollah, Israel executed a targeted
assassination of its leader, Hasan Nasrallah, crippling Hezbollah’s operational strength. This paved the way for
a U.S. and France-brokered peace agreement, under which Israel agreed to withdraw its forces from Lebanon
within 60 days, while Hezbollah was to retreat beyond the Litani River. However, peace remains elusive, as
both sides continue to exchange fire, with Hezbollah shelling Israeli positions and Israel conducting airstrikes.
Moreover, the broader conflict between Israel and Iran escalated when Tehran launched over 180 ballistic
missiles, prompting an Israeli counterattack on Iranian military installations. The fragility of this ceasefire raises
concerns about the possibility of an all-out war engulfing the region, particularly if Israel targets Iran’s nuclear
infrastructure.

The precarious balance in the Middle East has global implications, as regional powers continue to test the limits
of diplomatic efforts. While international mediators attempt to salvage peace, violations of agreements indicate
the difficulty of enforcing long-term stability. The situation highlights the ever-present volatility in the region,
where geopolitical rivalries and historical enmities dictate the course of events. Iran’s rhetoric of establishing a
"new equation" in regional politics signals its intent to counter Israeli military dominance, while Israel’s
sophisticated intelligence operations demonstrate its capability to neutralize threats with precision. Analysts
remain skeptical about the endurance of the Israel-Hezbollah peace deal, as ceasefire violations have become
routine. The broader conflict remains. unresolved, with the fate of Gaza still uncertain despite diplomatic
interventions. The Middle East stands at a critical juncture, where the decisions of key players will determine
whether the region descends into further chaos or finds a path toward an uneasy peace.

Overview:

The article underscores the complexity of Middle Eastern geopolitics, focusing on the fragile peace efforts
between Israel; Iran, Hezbollah, and Hamas. It highlights the regional power struggle and the challenges faced
in enforcing ceasefires, exposing the intricate web of alliances and hostilities that shape the Middle East.

NOTES:

This article provides a real-time case study of geopolitical strategies, proxy conflicts, and the role of
international diplomacy. Understanding the factors behind the instability in the Middle East is pivotal for
analyzing international security frameworks and conflict resolution mechanisms.

Relevant CSS syllabus topics:

o International Relations (Middle Eastern conflicts, global diplomacy)

Current Affairs (regional power struggles, ongoing conflicts)

Political Science (state sovereignty, non-state actors in conflicts)

Strategic Studies (military operations, intelligence warfare)

Notes for beginners:

The Middle East has long been a hotspot of conflict, with various groups and nations vying for power. Israel
and Iran are two major forces locked in a proxy war, supporting different militias to extend their influence. In
October 2023, Hamas, backed by Iran, attacked Israel, leading to a severe military response. Similarly,
Hezbollah, another Iran-backed group, clashed with Israel, resulting in a peace agreement in November 2024.
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However, peace remains unstable as both sides continue to exchange fire. This situation shows how geopolitical
tensions lead to prolonged conflicts and why international diplomacy plays an important role in preventing
wars.
Facts and figures:
e Over 40,000 people were killed in Gaza due to Israeli airstrikes following the October 7 attack.
e Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah was assassinated by an Israeli missile strike.
o Israel and Hezbollah signed a peace deal on November 27, 2024, but violations persist.
e Iran launched 180+ ballistic missiles in retaliation for Israeli attacks, escalating tensions further.
To wrap up,. The Middle East remains a region of unending tensions, where fragile peace agreements are
constantly tested by deep-rooted hostilities. The ongoing power struggles, proxy wars, and retaliatory strikes
demonstrate the challenges in achieving lasting stability. Despite diplomatic efforts, the likelihood of future
conflicts remains high, making the region a focal point of global geopolitical concerns.
Difficult words and meanings:
e Upheaval — A sudden and significant change, often disruptive (Synonyms: turmoil, disruption;
Antonyms: stability, calm)
e Militia — A paramilitary force often formed by civilians (Synonyms: guetrilla, insurgents; Antonyms:
regular army, official forces)
o Buffer zone — A neutral area meant to prevent conflict (Synonyms:demilitarized zone, safety corridor;
Antonyms: conflict zone, battleground)
e Retaliation — A counteraction in response to an attack (Synonyms: reprisal, revenge; Antonyms:
forgiveness, pacification)
e Ceasefire — A temporary suspension of hestilities (Synonyms: truce, armistice; Antonyms: conflict,
war)

70. - Adjusting to a changing world

Summary:

The world is experiencing a profound moral crisis, with universal values increasingly disregarded by global
leaders. President Trump’sexplicit support for Israel’s aggressive actions in Gaza reflects a policy of
indifference toward human rights, particularly concerning Muslims. His administration's discriminatory stance
undermines the foundational prineiples of the U.S. Constitution, which emphasizes equal treatment and balance
of power. Despite protests worldwide against the suffering of Palestinians, Trump's policies remain unshaken,
reinforced by his electoral victory, signaling widespread public approval in the United States. The Muslim
world’s muted reaction; driven by political fears and internal divisions, has further emboldened the oppression
of Gaza’s people.

The article highlights how Trump's anti-Muslim policies, including travel bans and restrictive immigration
measures, exacerbate discrimination beyond the U.S., as seen in European countries where Muslims face
deportations due to economic instability. However, this shift could benefit developing nations like Pakistan if
returning talent is effectively utilized. Additionally, Pakistan’s geopolitical challenges, including threats from
the TTP, strained ties with India, and complex relations with Iran and Saudi Arabia, demand strategic
governance. The article calls for Pakistan to invest in economic and infrastructural reforms, fight corruption,
and uphold democratic values to strengthen its position in an increasingly volatile world.
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Overview:
The article critically examines the decline of moral governance in global politics, emphasizing the continued
marginalization of Muslims under Trump's administration. It explores the impact of discriminatory policies, the
failure of global institutions to uphold justice, and the consequences for Pakistan's internal and external affairs.
The author argues that Pakistan must prioritize economic reforms, counterterrorism, and diplomatic strategies
to navigate this shifting global order effectively.
NOTES:
Trump’s open endorsement of Israeli actions in Gaza exemplifies how global superpowers often ignore ethical
considerations for political gain. The discussion on travel bans and immigration restrictions highlights rising
xenophobia, which has implications for international diplomacy. Pakistan's geopolitical concerns, such as
India’s support for TTP and Afghanistan’s passive stance, underscore the importance of national security
policies. The article also stresses economic self-reliance, the need for infrastructural development, and tackling
corruption to ensure Pakistan’s stability.
Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics:
e International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, Middle East conflicts, and the global Muslim diaspora
o Pakistan Affairs: Counterterrorism, governance reforms, and diplomatic ties with India, Iran, and China
e  Current Affairs: U.S.-Pakistan relations, economic migration, and rising Islamophobia
e Political Science: Authoritarianism, discrimination in governance, and democratic accountability
Notes for Beginners:
The world is seeing a decline in moral values, where powerful leaders act without considering human rights.
President Trump openly supports Israel’s actions in Gaza, showing disregard for Muslim lives. His policies,
including travel bans and immigration restrictions, have made life harder for Muslims worldwide. Even in
Europe, Muslims face discrimination and deportation. Despite protests against these policies, Trump's
administration remains firm, as many Americans support his stance. This situation shows how global politics
often ignores justice. Pakistan, facing internal issues like terrorism and corruption, must focus on economic
growth and better governance to strengthen itself. [freturning professionals and experts are given opportunities,
Pakistan can turn these challenges into advantages.
Facts and Figures:
o The U.S. imposed travel bans on several Muslim-majority countries, affecting thousands of immigrants.
e Over 2 million Palestinians in Gaza suffer from severe shortages of food, water, and medical supplies.
e Since Trump's presidency, hate crimes against Muslims in the U.S. increased by approximately 15%.
o The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has conducted over 100 attacks in Pakistan in the last two years.
e Pakistan’s GDP growth remains below 4%, requiring urgent economic reforms to sustain development.
To sum up, The article underscores the declining role of ethical governance in global politics, highlighting
Trump's discriminatory policies and their impact on Muslims. It calls attention to Pakistan’s challenges,
including terrorism, diplomatic tensions, and economic instability. The author urges Pakistan to seize the
opportunity presented by returning talent, focus on infrastructural development, and combat corruption to
secure its future. In an unpredictable world, the nation's strength will depend on its ability to balance diplomacy,
governance, and economic resilience.
Difficult Words and Meanings:
e Marginalization: The process of pushing a group to the edge of society (Synonyms: exclusion,
oppression | Antonyms: inclusion, acceptance)
e Intransigence: Unwillingness to change one's views or agree (Synonyms: stubbornness, rigidity |
Antonyms: flexibility, compromise)
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