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(p.vii) Preface and Acknowledgements

There have been a number of studies of colonial Lahore in recent years.
These have explored such themes as the city’s modernity, its
cosmopolitanism and the rise of communalism which culminated in the
blood-letting of 1947. There has also been a study of how the city
recovered from the socio-economic dislocation arising from the
Partition of the Punjab. This work moves away from political history and
the prism of the Great Divide of 1947 to examine the cultural and social
connections which linked it with North India and beyond. It sees what
may be termed as imperial globalisation intensifying long established
connections of commerce and culture despite traditional portrayals of
Lahore as inward looking and a world unto itself. The current volume is
thus reflective of some of the concerns arising from the global history
of Empire and the new urban history of South Asia. These are
addressed in a series of thematic chapters, rather than in a narrative
account of the city’s development during colonial rule. This has already
been done elsewhere to good effect. A number of previously neglected
areas of Lahore’s history emerge in this volume that are suggestive of
new avenues for research.

The work builds on many years of academic engagement during which
numerous academic debts have been accumulated. Foremost amongst
these thanks are due to Professor Francis Robinson. Colleagues and
friends over the years have provided inestimable encouragement and
support: they include Professor Gurharpal Singh, Professor Eleanor
Nesbitt, Professor Sarah Ansari, Dr Darshan Singh Tatla, Professor
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Preface and Acknowledgements

Iftikhar Malik, Professor Yunas Samad, Professor Judith (p.viii) Brown
and Professor Zahid Munir Amir. Thanks are also due to a younger
generation of scholars including Dr Tahir Mahmood, Dr Ilyas Chattha,
Dr Pippa Virdee, Dr Hussain Ahmed Khan, Dr Ali Usman Qasmi, Dr Ali
Khan of Mehmoodabad, Umber bin Ebad, Shifa Sahir and Dr Rakesh
Ankit.

We would also like to record our thanks to all those who attended a
workshop on Colonial Lahore at the University of Southampton in April
2012, especially to Bapsi Sidhwa who delivered the keynote address.
The workshop provided the basis for some of the ideas that are
developed in greater detail in this volume. They were further refined in
discussion with colleagues and supported by access to a wide range of
libraries and archives in the UK, Pakistan and India. Dr Kevin
Greenbank (Archivist) and Mrs Barbara Roe (Administrator) at the
Centre for South Asian Studies at the University of Cambridge were
especially helpful and supportive to both of us. Dr Paul Smith provided
the perfect introduction to the Thomas Cook archive at Peterborough.
We thank Michael Dwyer and his colleagues at Hurst for their
encouragement at all stages of the project, from its inception to its final
production. It is, as ever, a pleasure to work with Hurst.

Finally we are indebted to our families for their support and good
humour during the lengthy production of the volume. We dedicate this
work to Ayesha and Lois.

Ian Talbot University of Southampton

Tahir Kamran University of Cambridge
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(p.ix) Glossary

abadi

suburban development

adab

etiquette, code of conduct

akhara

wrestling arena

anjuman

association

baithak

drawing room

bazm

assembly

benami

without name; in colonial Punjab a transaction to exploit
loophole in the law preventing urban money-lenders
acquiring agricultural property
biraderi

brotherhood, patrilineal kinship group
chowk

crossroads, junction

crore

ten million

dalit

member of Untouchable caste
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Glossary

dand

push-up exercise

dangal

wrestling tournament

dargah

tomb, shrine of a Sufi saint

darvaza

door, gateway in a walled city

darvesh

religious mendicant

Dussehra

Hindu religious festival (September-October) celebrating
the victory of good over evil

fatwa

ruling of religious law

gali

inhabited narrow alleyway

ghazal

a love lyric

ghi

clarified butter

granthi

ceremonial reader of the Sikh scripture
(p.x) gur

sweet natural product of sugarcane
hafiz

one who knows the Quran by heart
hakim

practitioner of Unani medicine

haveli

large enclosed residential dwelling for an extended family
Hindutva

Hindu nationalism

imam bara

Shi’ite Muslim sanctuary

izzat

prestige, honour, reputation

jihad

struggle for the sake of Islam (‘lesser jihad’ alone
traditionally refers to armed struggle)
katra

originally fortified market, a residential locality
khalifa
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Glossary

head, authority

khangah

hospice, alms-house of a Sufi saint
khatib

prayer leader

kothi

residential plot

kotwali

headquarters of city police

kucha

neighbourhood, residential quarters
kushti

wrestling

langar

public kitchen in which free food is served
lakh

one hundred thousand

mali

a gardener

madrasa

Islamic school (pl. madaris)
malamati

teaching within Sufism based on taking blame
mandi

market

masnavi

a love narrative poem

maulana

Muslim scholar learned in the Quran
maulvi

religiously learned Muslim

mela

a fair

mirasi

musician

mochi

cobbler

mohajir

refugee, traditionally a Muslim who has fled for religious
reasons

mohalla

a locality, neighbourhood

mujahidin
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Glossary

Islamic warrior

mullah

preacher

murid

disciple of a pir mushaira poetic symposium
nazm

poetry

(p.xi) nautch

female entertainer, dancer
pahlewan

wrestler

pakhavaj

two-headed drum

pir

spiritual guide

rais

an important or honourable man
gasida

ode

qawwali

Sufi devotional music

qazi

Islamic judge

sajjada nashin

custodian of a Sufi shrine
sardar

leader, tribal chief

sarod

lute like stringed instrument
serai

caravansary

shari’ah

Islamic law

sharif

noble, honourable

Sufi

Muslim mystic

swadeshi

home produced goods
tabla

percussion instrument
tibb

medicine, medical practice
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ulama

(pl. of alim) Muslims learned in Islamic religion
umma

global Islamic community

urs

death anniversary of a Sufi saint

ustad

master

Zor

wrestling exercise

(p.xii) (p.xiii)
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Chronology of Buildings and
Developments in Colonial Lahore

1859
1861

1865

1866

1872

1875

1878

Lahore Railway Station was opened.

The neo-classical Lawrence Hall was constructed in 1861-
2, along with the adjoining Montgomery Hall it drew
visitors to its cold weather season festivities.

Lahore Museum was originally established. It was to be
later shifted to its present site on the Mall. The Museum
thrived during the curatorship of John Lockwood Kipling
drawing visitors to the city from other areas of India along
with international tourists.

Lawrence Garden, which used to hold the statue of Sir
John Lawrence, was opened as a botanical garden.

When Lahore Zoo was established on Mall Road as a
visitor attraction, it was one of the first in North India.

The Mayo School of Arts was opened. Its first principal was
John Lockwood Kipling.

Lahore Gymkhana Club was established in May to provide
social recreation and sports facilities for residents and
visitors to Lahore.
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Chronology of Buildings and Developments in Colonial Lahore

1880

1882

1884

(p.xiv)
1886

1887

1891

1892

1900

European hoteliers established two of the colonial era’s
leading hotels, Nedous and Falettis.

The Punjab University was opened as the fourth university
in colonial India. It served not only the province but
northern India.

The Punjab public library was opened in the heart of the
city.

The foundation stone was laid for Aitcheson College to
educate the heirs of the Punjab Princely States and large
landed estates.

The Anglican Cathedral was constructed on the Mall,
opposite the Lahore High Court. The GPO building
designed by Sir Ganga Ram was built as Lahore’s main
post office on Mall Road. The foundation stone of the Town
Hall was also laid in celebration of Queen Victoria’s Golden
jubilee. The YMCA also dates from this period.

Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia founded the Tribune
newspaper.

DAV College, the leading Arya Samajist educational
institution which had links throughout the subcontinent
was opened.

Bradlaugh Hall was built. It was to become a symbol of
Indian nationalist resistance to the Raj because of the
meetings held there.

The Punjab Assembly on the Mall was completed.
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Abstract and Keywords

The introduction discusses the pre-colonial development of Lahore. In
the Mughal era, the city’s strategic location at the junction of roads to
Kabul, Multan and Kashmir made it a seat of power to which poets,
artists and traders flocked. Its wealth brought European merchant
travellers that spread its fame. The city later expanded under the Sikhs
with the growth of the Kashmir shawl industry. During Ranjit Singh’s
rule, such ex-officers from Bonaparte’s army as Jean-Francois Allard,
Jean-Baptiste Ventura and Paolo Avitabile were employed in military
and administrative roles. Lahore’s long and continuous history of
transregional and transnational connections was overlooked by colonial
writers.

Keywords: Mughal era, European travellers, Kashmir Shawl industry, Ranjit Singh, Jean-
Francois Allard, Jean-Baptiste Ventura, Paolo Avitabile

Lahore is Lahore. This popular sentiment expresses both pride in the
Punjabi city and a sense of its uniqueness. The notion has been
popularised in writings influenced by Orientalist imagined geographies
of a ‘modern’ colonial city and a ‘traditional’ walled city.! The latter is
stereotyped as a maze of alleyways and jumbled dwellings which is
inward looking, archaic and unique.? It is the ‘old’ Lahore that
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Introduction

continues to dominate the popular imagination with the emphasis on
exceptionalism and encapsulated spatial development.3 It stands at
odds with the ‘relational’ turn in urban studies with its focus on actor-
networks and multiple social forms. The sense of the city as a closed
environment, especially with respect to its inner heart, has been
perpetuated by the continuing popularity of Syed Abdul Latif’s late
nineteenth-century study of Lahore.* Nonetheless the presence of
European merchants, adventurers and travellers in Lahore from the
Mughal period, and reference to the city in John Milton’s Paradise Lost,
should dispel too easy a vision of a city bounded by its immediate
hinterland and uninfluenced by much wider flows of trade, ideas and
power.” With respect to the colonial era, the city also needs to be
understood in the context of an international urban modernism.® This
can be explored not only in terms of state ‘disciplinary’ interventions in
such areas as public health and policing, but also in the emergence of a
public sphere as evidenced in the growth of associational life.”

Within the colonial realm, it is acknowledged that ‘governmentality’
was ‘dislocated’ from its European manifestation because of the
absence of the subject’s reciprocal political and social rights.
Nonetheless it was (p.2) actualised in similar regimes of knowledge
creation and disciplinary processes in colonial and European cities with
the aim of maintaining healthy and productive populations.8 Urban
spaces were governed by drawing on the knowledge constructed from
maps, censuses and surveys.? Anxieties over public health drove
attempts to ‘order’ the Indian city just as in Europe. As early as 1842,
the Conservancy Act empowered sanitary committees to be established
in Calcutta to dispose of the rubbish which, it was believed, created the
airborne miasmas that caused disease. Models of home construction,
toilet facilities and even burial practices came in for intervention in
Lucknow in the quest for improved public health.!? One of the most
authoritative accounts of ‘governmentality’ is found in Stephen Legg’s
study of Delhi.!! The concept has now become an established orthodoxy
in what has been termed a new urban history of South Asia.

William Glover has recently explored the governmentality aspect of
globalisation with respect to Lahore. He has shown how, after the 1861
cholera epidemic, the villages around the Cantonment were extensively
surveyed to gather ‘useful information’ as a prelude to improving their
‘cleanliness’, thereby reducing the health hazard they presented to
European troops.!? Regulation through the Village Sanitation Act of
1891 formed what Matthew Hannah has termed the final moment in a

cycle of social control initiated by observation.!3
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Transnational history has also informed work on the South Asian city,
with particular emphasis on the ‘port city’. While there have been
doubts about transnational history’s definition, numerous works have
been produced which examine movements of people, ideas and
commodities beyond the narrower confines of region and the nation
state.14 Such writings have within the field of Empire contributed
towards what has been called a ‘New Imperial’ history which sees the
nineteenth-century period of European overseas expansion as the first
phase of globalisation. The steamship, the telegraph, the popular press
and movements of commodities and labour presaged the late twentieth-
century global superhighway and the presence of transnational
Diasporic communities. Writing on the British Empire has used phrases
such as ‘circuits’ and ‘webs’ to portray the interconnectedness not only
between metropolitan centres and their colonial peripheries, but

between colonies themselves.1®

(p.3) Linkages between British India and the wider world have been
explored especially with reference to the Indian Ocean.!®
Unsurprisingly, globalised accounts of Indian cities have focused on the
‘colonial port city’ with its polyglot populations, international trading
links and mercantile activities. In one sense they can be seen as the
forerunners of the contemporary global city. Considerable scholarly
attention has been devoted to Bombay, which on the eve of the First
World War was the third largest city in the British Empire and the
largest port in Asia.l” Most recently, Nile Green has explored the city’s
significance as a travel hub for Muslim pilgrims, its attraction of
Muslim industrial labour from as far afield as Africa and the Middle
East and the emergence of an ‘oceanic economy of religious
exchange’.1®

Lahore at first appears unpromising terrain as a zone of interaction and
exchange in the era of imperial globalisation because of its inland
location in north-west India and the established discourse of
encapsulated historical spatial development which seems at odds with
notions of porous boundaries and the long reach of global networks of
trade and populations. This study argues, however, that its life
throughout the colonial era was marked by the circulation of people,
ideas and goods. Moreover, its interconnectedness was not confined to
the ‘modern’ Lahore, but was present in the walled inner city. This
aspect was ignored in much colonial writing both because of its pre-
existing suppositions and because it took social forms that did not form
the focus of the ‘imperial gaze’. Even when more political trans-
regional and trans-national manifestations attracted the attention of the
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security state apparatus and found their way into the imperial archive,
the appreciation of wider cultural and social connections was often lost.

It is important to realise that Lahore was a city connected through
trade and movements of people and ideas centuries before the colonial
era. The latter period speeded up communications and enabled the city
to become linked globally. It did not, however, transform what had
previously been a backwater. Lahore had been a seat of Mughal power
long before the East India Company’s annexation of the Punjab. This
had left its mark on the city’s built environment and had created a
reputation for luxury which had spread as far as Europe. The British for
their purposes of rule instead sought to emphasise the disturbed
conditions which had followed both the dwindling of Mughal and Sikh
power.
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(p.4) Ghaznavid, Moghul and Sikh Lahore: The City and Beyond
Throughout its history, Lahore had welcomed visitors and settlers.

There are references to the city from the Chinese traveller Hiuen
Tsiang as early as AD 630, although the historical record becomes more
detailed from the Muslim conquests at the beginning of the eleventh
century.!? Lahore was an important administrative and political centre
which drew large numbers of officials, scholars, saints, traders and
artisans to its expanding environs during the Ghaznavid (977-1186)
and Mughal eras (1526-1752). The city’s importance for the Turko-
Persian Ghaznavid Empire was encapsulated in its title Ghazna-i-Khurd
(Little Ghazni). The first Ghaznavid governor of the city, Malik Ayaz (d.
1041), rebuilt the fort and walls, later to be replaced by Akbar’s brick
construction. His tomb rests at Chowk Rang Mahal and is laid out as a
Sufi shrine with oil lamps and covered in a green sheet. Malik Ayaz’s
Lahore was a smaller scale version of the later Mughal city with its
bazaars, lanes and mohallahs. The golden Ghaznavid era for Lahore
was during the reign of Sultan Ibrahim (1059-99) when his sons
Mahmud and Masud were the viceroys of the Punjab.2? It was during
this period that Abul Han Ali al-Hujweri became the most famous
resident of Ghazni to settle in Lahore. Popularly known as Data Ganj
Bakhsh (The Master Who Bestows Treasures), he is today revered as
Pakistan’s most famous Sufi state. His mausoleum, built after his death
in 1077, is the most frequented Sufi shrine in the city.

Hujweri had travelled widely like many Sufi saints, visiting Baghdad,
Basra, Bukhara, Damascus, Bayt-al-Jinn (in Syria) and Khurasan, before
settling in Lahore, where he established a khanqah which now adjoins
his tomb. Travelling dervishes were frequent visitors to the khanqah
and carried with them to other parts of the Islamic world accounts of
the generosity they received. Later Sufi saints such as Moinuddin
Chishti (1141-1236) visited the Data Ganj Bakhsh shrine in Lahore on
their arrival in the subcontinent. Indeed, it is reported that it was there
that Moinuddin Chishti received spiritual illumination and was directed
to settle in Ajmer.2! Alongside his charismatic authority, under whose
influence many Hindus were converted to Islam, Data Ganj Bakhsh
displayed great scholarship which bore fruit in the important treatise
on Sufism in Persian, Kashful Mahjub (‘Revelation of the Veiled’).22

(p.5) Sufi saints also flocked to Lahore during the Mughal era. Akbar,
who ascended to the throne in 1556, encouraged Sayed Muhammad
Shah from Uch in Bahawalpur to settle in the city after the saint’s
prayers ensured the success of the Mughal emperor in the siege of
Chittor. Mian Mir, one of Lahore’s most celebrated saints, came from
Thatta in Sindh during Akbar’s reign. The British were to later build a
cantonment close by to his shrine in the area of Lahore named after the
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saint. The colonial rulers were also to convert into official use the
mosque near to the shrine of Shah Chiragh Gilani. Gilani was also from
Uch in Bahawalpur and had come to the city during Shah Jehan’s reign
(1628-58). Shah Jehan attracted artisans as well as Sufis from as far
afield as Central Asia and Persia to produce exquisite carpets and
shawls in the Royal Factory which he established.

A large area of palaces and gardens was constructed outside the walled
city in the Mughal era. These were the residences of nobles and
administrators. Artists, traders and poets were also drawn to Lahore
which, for thirteen years of Akbar’s reign (1585-98) and five of
Jehangir’s (1622-7), was the imperial capital. The city’s strategic
location at the junction of roads to Kabul, Multan, Kashmir and Delhi
and its famed ‘healthy’ climate made it a centre of Mughal government.
The Mughal karkhana (workshops) attracted skilled artisans from
Afghanistan, Persia, and Central Asia. Their presence led to high
quality productions. Abul Fazl (1551-1602), the court historian of
Akbar’s reign, recorded that carpet weaving in Lahore was of a higher
quality than could be found in Persia and Central Asia.23

While many of the palaces and gardens fell into decay in the disturbed
conditions of the mid-eighteenth century, the city’s fortifications, royal
tombs and landmark mosques survived until the colonial era. It was not
only the Mughal emperors who permanently beautified the city. The
exquisite Wazir Khan Mosque inside Delhi Gate was built by the Punjab
governor Wazir Khan in 1631. His family originated from Chiniot in the
Jhang district and he had risen to the top of the Mughal service class. A
later governor, Mardan Ali Khan, who had come to Lahore from
Qandahar, began the irrigation canal which was to help water Shah
Jahan’s famous Shalimar Gardens with its marble pools and 410
fountains.24 This was laid out in 1642 on land at Baghbanpura that
belonged to a local Arain family who were to rise to (p.6) prominence
in colonial Lahore. The gardens’ elegance, sense of harmony and strong
Persian influence marked the apogee of Mughal garden design. At the
time, of the Shalimar Gardens’ construction, Lahore was reputed to be
the equal of the great Persian cities like Shiraz as the ‘grand resort of
people of all nations’, with such luxuries as ice and musk melons
available all the year round.

Mughal building projects encouraged an influx of artisans to the city.
Here we can see similarities with later colonial building projects.
Jehangir’s red sandstone tomb at Shahdara on the right bank of the
Ravi river with its massive gateways, enclosures and gardens, took ten
years to construct (1627-37). A new locality named Mohalla
Sangtarashan (Stone-Cutters’ Locality) grew up nearby inhabited by
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stone-cutters and other artisans.?® Again as in the colonial era,
merchants and traders from as far afield as Central Asia were drawn to
the city, to such markets as Akbari Mandi, inside Akbar Gate, and the
bazaar adjacent to the Wazir Khan Mosque, where there was an
international trade in books and writing materials.26

The city’s wealth brought European merchant travellers to Lahore who
reported on the splendour of the buildings and the extent of the city.2”
Akbar also encouraged Portuguese priests to come from Goa so that he
could debate Christianity with them. It is from these accounts that the
fame of Lahore spread back to Europe and was further embellished
when John Milton referred to the city of “The Great Moghul’ in his epic
poem Paradise Lost. Adam after the Fall in Book XI (1674, second
edition) is shown by the Angel Michael the future great cities of the
world in which Lahore is numbered. Armenian merchants settled in the
city, adding to its cosmopolitan flavour. Armenians were also skilled in
the arts of war as well as commerce. The Zamzama Gun, made famous
by Rudyard Kipling, was cast in the city in 1762 for Ahmad Shah
Durrani (c. 1722-72) by an expert Armenian gunsmith.

Lahore was once more a capital during the Sikh Kingdom (1799-1849)
founded by Ranjit Singh (1780-1839), the formidable one-eyed lion of
the Punjab. Neighbouring Amritsar, which he beautified with the
Rambagh Palace and Mughal style garden, was the summer capital of a
kingdom which at its greatest extent stretched as far as Peshawar and
Kashmir. Lahore, which had suffered the depredations of a series of
invaders from the Persian ruler Nadir Shah (1688-1747) onwards, (p.
7) recovered some of its old prosperity, although few new monuments
were constructed. European travellers such as the Parisian botanist
Victor Jacquemont (1801-32) and the Austrian fellow botanist and
adventurer Baron Karl Alexander von Hugel (1795-1870) left important
accounts of this period.?8 They were by no means the only Europeans at
the Lahore court. Dr Johannn Honigberger (1795-1869), who pioneered
the treatment of cholera, was the court physician. In November 1841,
he invited the Budapest artist August Theodor Schoefft (1809-88), who
had acquired a reputation for portrait painting in Calcutta, to Lahore to
paint the court of Maharajah Sher Singh (1807-43). His massive oil
canvas provides a vivid portrayal of the Lahore court in the final years
of Sikh power in the Punjab.2?

Ranjit Singh, ‘a miniature version of Napoleon Bonaparte’, as
Jacquemont termed him, employed a number of ex-officers from
Napoleon’s army in the early 1820s to modernise his military. These
included Jean-Francois Allard (1785-1839), who hailed from St Tropez
and had been awarded the Légion d’'Honneur, and Jean-Baptiste
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Ventura (1794-1858). A Sikh painting from 1838 portrays Allard at ease
with his Kashmiri wife and children. It clearly shows him wearing the
Bright Star of Punjab honour devised by Ranjit Singh, just above his
Légion d’Honneur.3? Ventura played a key role in the capture of
Peshawar. He rose rapidly in the Darbar and became the Governor of
Lahore.3! He lived in an imposing residence in the precincts of
Anarkali’s tomb which was later occupied by Sir Henry Lawrence
(1806-57) when he was resident at Lahore.3? Paolo Avitabile (1791-
1850), who had already spent six years training the Persian army after
serving as an artillery officer, also took on an important administrative
role as Governor of Peshawar (1837-43).

Ranjit Singh’s kingdom also provided opportunities for administrators
and soldiers from elsewhere in India. The maharajah was eager to draw
on as wide a pool of talent as was possible. The Kashmiri Pandit Dina
Nath (1795-1857) was invited to Lahore in 1815 to work in the
department of military accounts and rose to become finance minister
within two decades. His residence (Haveli Dina Nath) is still standing
inside Delhi Gate. Another court official, Diwan Kirpa Ram (d. 1843)
from Kunjah in Gujrat, built magnificent mansions inside Mochi Gate.
The current settlement of Sultanpur occupies part of the site of a
mansion (p.8) and garden that he also constructed.33 The most
influential migrants were three Hindu Dogra brothers from Jammu,
namely Gulab Singh (1792-1857), Dhian Singh (1796-1843) and Suchet
Singh (1801-44).34 They first came to Ranjit Singh’s attention as
military commanders and then became the most powerful and
influential courtiers in his kingdom. This brought them wealth and
influence not only in Lahore, but in their native region. Dhian Singh
became prime minister of the Sikh Empire in 1828 and was awarded
the title ‘Raja of Rajas’. Gulab Singh, a close friend and confidant of
Ranjit Singh, was recognised as ruler of Jammu. He also established
links with the East India Company as the kingdom slipped into chaos
following its founder’s death. Gulab Singh was ultimately to acquire
Jammu and Kashmir from the British in a sale worth Rs7.5 million and
to establish the Dogra monarchy. His brothers, however, ended up on
the wrong side of the faction fighting which convulsed the darbar.
Dhian Singh was assassinated in 1843, followed by his brother a year
later.

The rise of the Dogra family coincided with the expansion of Sikh power
in Kashmir, which was captured by Ranjit Singh’s forces in 1819.3° The
fearsome General Hari Singh Nalwa (1791-1837) played a key role in
this process and served as Governor of Kashmir, then of Hazara and
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Peshawar.3% His extensive building activities, which included the
Gurdwara Panja Sahib at Hasan Abdul in the Attock District, took place
mainly outside of Lahore, although he laid out an extensive garden
where King Edward Medical College and Mayo Hospital stand today.3”

The Sikh army’s campaigning season always followed Dussehra
(September-October), the celebration of good over evil associated with
the Hindu figures Lord Rama and Durga. Indeed, in the early years of
Ranjit Singh’s reign the site of the official celebrations indicated the
direction of military activity. If Lahore was the venue, expeditions were
likely to be mounted towards Multan or Attock, whereas celebrations in
Amritsar signified expeditions to the hill states.3® The Dussehra festival
was accompanied by a military review. Soldiers reenacted the battle
between the forces of Rama and Ravena before the culmination of the
burning of the effigy of Ravana at dusk.3°

The negative portrayal of the period of Sikh rule, initiated by British
writers and perpetuated by Pakistan authors, obscures the city’s
continued (p.9) architectural development, trade connections and
political importance.4? The migrants to the city built havelis and laid out
gardens, although many did not survive the British expansion of the
city. Members of the Sikh ruling family also architecturally embellished
the city. Ranjit Singh created the Hazuri Bagh in 1818 with a marble
pavilion in its centre near the eastern gateway of the Badshahi Mosque.
During the colonial era it was repaired and used as a students’
boarding house. His grandson, Prince Nau Nihal Singh (1821-40),
constructed a magnificent haveli as his private residence which the
British subsequently converted into a public school for girls (Victoria
Girls High School). Moreover, it would be wrong to view the Sikh
heartland as closed to commerce, despite the tolls exacted on the
established camel caravans from Afghanistan and the absence of long
distance river traffic.#! The Kashmir shawl industry experienced
increased production and exports during the period of Sikh rule (1819-
46).42 During Hari Singh Nalwa’s administration (1819-21) the number
of shawl manufacturing outlets rose from 6,000 to 16,000. Kashmiri
and Punjabi traders replaced Afghans’ control of the external trade.
Lala Sohan Lal Suri’s detailed chronicle of the Sikh court in Persian,
umdat-ut-tawarikh, lists the names of the growing number of Kashmiri
traders who were resident in Amritsar and Lahore.*3 Amritsar grew in
wealth and trade increased between it and its neighbour. Lahore’s
trade can be gauged by the large number of casual labourers and
wheeled vehicles recorded as entering the city across the Ravi Bridge
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of boats in the mid-1850s. This was not solely attributable to the post-
44

annexation boom.
The collapse of the Sikh Kingdom in the succession struggles which
followed Ranjit Singh’s death on 27 June 1839 has been extensively
documented.?® There are also numerous works on the Anglo-Sikh Wars
which culminated in the British annexation of the Punjab a decade
later.#6 For our purposes, it is important to remember that the province
and its capital Lahore were not a backwater, waiting to be opened to
commerce, but possessed a long and continuous history of
transregional and transnational connections. The brief century of
colonial rule was to shape this in new directions with massive exports
of wheat and growing markets for manufactured goods and foodstuffs,
as well as traditional artisanal products. By the time the British
departed, Lahore had also been demographically transformed.

(p.10) This study focuses on the colonial era, but is aware of the ‘back
history’ described in the preceding paragraphs. It questions both the
British portrayals of the city’s past and interrogates the accounts of its
‘modernisation’ under colonial rule. These have encouraged the
stereotype of an ‘inward looking’ inner city that is juxtaposed with the
new colonial-era development. The volume argues that despite its built
environment, the inner city had ‘relational’ and commercial linkages
with the wider world that were also seen to epitomise the ‘modern’
colonial construction. Colonial-era writings, whether in official
documents, memoirs or tourist guides, perpetuated stereotypes of a
closed in environment which persist.

The volume draws on a range of sources in English and Urdu to explore
Lahore’s links at regional and transnational levels. The work examines
such previously neglected aspects of the city’s colonial history as
tourism and pilgrimage. These were influenced by the communications
revolution of the railways, ocean-going ships and print culture. Towards
the end of British rule, communications were further transformed by
the advent of air travel, although it was not until the 1970s that mass
tourism and mass pilgrimage literally took wings.

The new medium of radio and the development of a Lahore-based film
industry provided opportunities for talented musicians, actors and
writers. Some of these were native to Lahore, but many were migrants.
Migration both to and from the city was a crucial element in its
development and this is linked with both improved communications and
Lahore’s emergence as a major administrative and political centre in
British North India.
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Further avenues for research are suggested, for example, in the links
between Lahore’s and Bombay’s early film industries and the impact on
the ‘tourist gaze’ of the consumption of both text and visual
representation of India in photographs and newsreels. With respect to
tourism, there is also a need to assess the range of sources available to
travellers. Were illustrated travelogues in such popular publications as
The Listener more likely to influence travel than the pages of
guidebooks?4’

Contemporary Lahore’s population is well over twelve times that at the
time of independence. Nonetheless recent research has focused instead
on the emergence of Karachi as a mega-city and on the birth of
Pakistan’s capital, Islamabad.® The epilogue argues that this dramatic
(p.11) post-independence growth has some similarities with the
colonial past because of the continuing importance of migration and
transport links. Despite the rapid pace of change, the walled city,
however, continues to stand for Lahore’s historical self-awareness.
Many of the Orientalist stereotypes surrounding it are perpetuated,
now in the cause of conservation. (p.12)

Notes:

(1.) The notion of a ‘dual’ colonial city in Lahore and other colonial
urban centres was popularised in Antony King, Colonial Urban
Development: Culture, Social Power and Environment (London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1976).

(2.) For an evocative post-colonial rendering of this stereotype see
Samina Qureshi, Lahore: The City Within (Singapore: Concept Media,
1988).

(3.) For a critique of South Asian urban exceptionalism see Rajnarayan
Chandavarkar, History, Culture and the Indian City (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 206-36.

(4.) Syed Muhammad Abdul Latif, Lahore: Its History, Architectural
Remains and Antiquities, with an Account of Its Modern Institutions,
Inhabitants, Their Trade etc. (Lahore: Sang-e-Meel, 1994).

(5.) For a recent account of Europeans in Lahore at the time of Ranjit
Singh see Bobby Singh Bansal. The Lion’s Firanghis: Europeans at the
Court of Lahore (London: Coronet House, 2010). Milton wrote:

To shew him all Earth’s Kingdoms and their glory...

City of old or modern Fame, the Seat
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Of mightiest Empire, from the destind Walls
Of CAMBALU...

To AGRA and LAHOR of great MOGUL
John Milton, Paradise Lost, Book X.

(6.) William ]. Glover, Making Lahore Modern: Constructing and
Imaging A Colonial City (Minneapolis MN: University of Minnesota
Press, 2008); M. Daechsel, ‘De-Urbanizing the City: Colonial Cognition
and the People of Lahore’ in Ian Talbot and Shinder Thandi (eds) People
on the Move: Punjabi Colonial and Post-Colonial Migration (Karachi:
Oxford University Press, 2004), pp. 21-45.

(7.) Much of the writing on the interventions accompanying urban
modernity are highly dependent on Michel Foucault for their
conceptualisation.

(8.) On obscenity see the comparative study by Deana Heath, Purifying
Empire: Obscenity and the Politics of Moral Regulation in Britain, India
and Australia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

(9.) On the proliferation of information in the form of censuses, surveys
and maps for the practice of governmentality in modern cities see
chapter three of Richard Dennis, Cities in Modernity: Representations
and Productions of Metropolitan Space, 1840-1930 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008).

(10.) James Heitzman, The City in South Asia (London: Routledge,
2008), p. 131.

(11.) Stephen Legg, Delhi’s Urban Governmentalities (Oxford:
Blackwell, 2007).

(12.) Glover, Making Lahore Modern, p. 36 & ff.
(13.) Ibid., p. 52.

(14.) See, C. Bayly et al, ‘AHR Conversation: On Transnational History’,
American Historical Review 111, 5 (2006) pp. 14441-64.

(15.) See John Darwin, The Empire Project: The Rise and Fall of the
British World-System 1830-1970 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2011).
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(16.) See Sugata Bose, A Hundred Horizons: The Indian Ocean in an
Age of Global Empire (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 2006);
Thomas Metcalf, Imperial Connections: India in the Indian Ocean
Arena, 1860-1920 (Berkeley CA: University of California Press, 2008).

(17.) In addition to Kidambi’s work noted earlier see Chandavarkar,
History, Culture and the Indian City; Sandip Hazareesingh, ‘Colonial
Modernism and the Flawed Paradigms of Urban Renewal: Uneven
Development in Bombay, 1900-1925’, Urban History, 28 (2), pp. 235-
55. Preeti Chopra, ‘Refiguring the Colonial City: Recovering the Role of
Local Inhabitants in the Construction of Colonial Bombay, 1854-1918’,
Buildings and Landscapes: Journal of Vernacular Architecture Forum 14
(Fall 2007), pp. 109-25. Chandavarkar in fact disavows the taxonomy of
the colonial port city.

(18.) Nile Green, Bombay Islam: The Religious Economy of the West
Indian Ocean (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), p. 8.

(19.) Lahore’s foundation is mythologically attributed to Lava, the son
of Rama.

(20.) For details see, FM. Anjum Rehmani, ‘History and Architecture of
Mughal Monuments at Lahore’, University of Punjab unpublished
thesis, 2002.

(21.) Masud-ul-Hasan, Hazrat Data Ganj Bakhsh: A Spiritual Biography
(Lahore: Hazrat Data Ganj Bakhsh Academy, n.d.), p. 29.

(22.) Ibid., p. 351 & ff.

(23.) Hussain Ahmad Khan, Artisans, Sufis, Shrines: Colonial
Architecture in Nineteenth-Century Punjab (New York: 1.B. Tauris,
2015), p. 18.

(24.) Rehmani, ‘History and Architecture’, p. 491.
(25.) Ibid., p. 199.
(26.) Ibid., p. 602.

(27.) See, for example, William Finch’s account of his 1611 visit to
Lahore in William Foster (ed.) Early Travels in India 1583-1619
(London: Oxford University Press, 1921).

(28.) See Baron Charles Hugel (trans. Major T.B. Jervis), Travels in
Kashmir and Punjab (London: John Petheram, 1845); Victor
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Jacquemont, Letters from India: Describing a Journey in the British
Dominions of India, Tibet, Lahore, Cashmere during the Years 1828-
1831 ((London: Edward Churton, 1834).

(29.) The painting which was displayed at the 1855 Vienna Exhibition is
now part of the Princess Bamba Collection at the Lahore Fort. Schoefft
died bankrupt at the Hammersmith Institute in London. See F.A. Khan,
The Princess Bamba Collection (Lahore: Government of Pakistan,
Department of Archaeology, 1961).

(30.) Gurshan Singh Sidhu, ‘From Gurus to Kings: Early and Court
Painting’, in Kerry Brown (ed.), Sikh Art and Literature (London:
Routledge, 1999), p. 43.

(31.) For further details see, Jean-Marie Lafont, French Administrators
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (Delhi: National Book Shop, 1988); Gulcharn
Singh, Ranjit Singh and his Generals (Jalandhar: Sujjlana Publishers,
1976); Bobby Singh Bansal, The Lion’s Firanghis: Europeans at the
Court of Lahore (London: Coronet House, 2010).

(32.) On his career and that of his brother, who shaped the early British
Punjab, see Harold Lee, Brothers in the Raj: The Lives of John and
Henry Lawrence (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002).

(33.) www.sajjanlahore.org/corners/zim/lastman/part1/
beautiiesof19.htm accessed 22 February 2015.

(34.) See, Satinder Singh Bawa, The Jammu Fox: A Biography of
Maharaja Gulab Singh, 1792-1857 (Carbondale IL: Southern Illinois
University Press, 1974).

(35.) R.K. Parmu, A History of Sikh Rule in Kashmir 1819-1846
(Srinagar: Department of Education, Jammu and Kashmir Government,
1977).

(36.) See Autar Singh Sandhu, General Hari Singh Nalwa: Builder of the
Sikh Empire (New Delhi: Uppal Publishing House, 1987).

(37.) Hasan Abdul, some thirty miles from Rawalpindi, remains a major
site of Sikh pilgrimage because of the presence of a rock believed to
have the handprint of Guru Nanak implanted on it.

(38.) Vanit Nalwa, Hari Singh Nalwa: ‘Champion of the Khalsaji’ (1791-
1837) (New Delhi: Manohar, 2009).

(39.) Ibid.
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(40.) See, for example, the comments on the Sikh era in Punjab
Government, Lahore District Gazetteer 1916 (Lahore: Government
Printing, 1916), p. 29.

(41.) For details see Clive Dewey, Steamboats on the Indus: The Limits
of Western Technological Superiority in South Asia (New Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 2014), pp. 145-53.

(42.) Dewan Chand Sharma, Kashmir under the Sikhs (Delhi: Seema
Publisher, 1983).

(43.) Nalwa, Hari Singh Nalwa, p. 59. Parts of the text covering the
period 1839-46 have been translated into English. V.S. Suri (trans.)
Umdat-ut-tawarikh. Daftar 1V (parts i-iii): 1839-1845 AD (Chandigarh:
Punjab Itihas Prakashan, 1973).

(44.) Dewey, Steamboats on the Indus, pp. 221-2.

(45.) Barkat Rai Chopra, Kingdom of the Punjab 1839-1845
(Hoshiarpur: V.V. Research Institute, 1969); Fauja Singh, After Ranjit
Singh (New Delhi: Master, 1982); Khushwant Singh, The Fall of the Sikh
Kingdom of the Punjab (Bombay: Orient Longmans, 1962).

(46.) C.J.S. Gough, and A.D. Innes, The Sikhs and the Sikh Wars: The
Rise, Conquest and Annexation of the Punjab State (London: A.D. Innes
& Co., 1887); Ajudia Arshad (trans. V.S. Suri), Waqai-jang-i-Sikhan:
Events of the (First) Anglo-Sikh War, 1845-46: Eye Witness Account of
the Battles of Pheroshahr and Sabraon (Chandigarh: Itihas Prakashan,
1975); B.S. Nijjar, Anglo-Sikh Wars, 1845-1849 (New Delhi: R.K.B.
Publications, 1976); E. Joseph Thackwell, Narrative of the Second Sikh
War in 1848-9 with a Detailed Account of the Battles of Ramnugger, the
Passage of the Chenab, Chillianwala, Gujerat (London: Richard Bentley,
1851).

(47.) For some preliminary reflection on the late 1930s illustrated travel
features on India in The Listener see Chandrika Kaul, Communications,
Media and the Imperial Experience: Britain and India in the Twentieth
Century (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), p. 167.

(48.) See Hamida Khuhro and Anwer Mooraj, Karachi: Megacity of Our
Times (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010); Orestes Yakas,
Islamabad: The Birth of a Capital (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2001); Markus Daechsel, Islamabad and the Politics of International
Development in Pakistan (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2015).
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Abstract and Keywords

Chapter one firstly discusses the spatial development of colonial Lahore
with the creation of the Civil Lines, the Cantonment and the Mall.
These areas contained such imposing new buildings as the GPO, the
High Court and the Museum. Later the prestigious suburb of Model
Town with its well-ordered streets, parks and bungalows was created.
Secondly, the chapter looks at the migration to the city which led to its
rapid growth in the colonial era. Lahore’s administrative importance,
its commercial development and its emergence as the leading
educational centre for North India provided the context for migration.
The chapter reveals the role of migrants such as Lala Harkishen Lal in
Lahore’s commercial activities and Lala Lajpat Rai in its institutional
and cultural development. The role of migrants from Delhi such as
Muhammad Hussain Azad and Altaf Hussain Hali is also discussed with
respect to establishing the city as a major centre of Urdu
culture.culture.
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Colonial Lahore

The railway station was one of the earliest purpose built colonial
structures in Lahore. Sir John Lawrence, (1811-79), Governor of the
Punjab, laid the foundation stone in February 1859, and by the time it
was completed three years later it had cost Rs500,000 to build. Its
architect, William Brunton (1817-81), had designed an eye-catching
edifice with tall machicolated towers and great round bastions. The
trowel which Lawrence had used to break the ground for its foundation
stone had been inscribed with the Latin motto tam bello, quam pace
(‘both war to peace’), which aptly described the station’s facade,
designed to be bomb proof and with its mock arrow slits providing lines
of fire for a building that functioned as both a fort and station. The
station served in the decades after its construction as both a hub to
move troops during the Second Anglo-Afghan War and to facilitate the
passage of goods, which from the 1890s onwards encouraged the
emergence of Karachi as a major port. By this stage, Lahore was at the
crossroads of rail lines linking Peshawar to the north, Delhi and
Calcutta to the east and Bombay to the south. The station symbolised
and acted as the link between Lahore and transregional and
transnational centres of trade. It also welcomed the numerous migrants
who transformed Lahore’s life. Before looking at migration, we will turn
first to the city’s physical expansion.
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(p.14) Lahore’s Expansion

After buildings from the Mughal and Sikh period were initially used for
administrative, religious and residential purposes,! the plain outside
the walls filled up with the new administrative and residential areas of
the Civil Station. The early residential development in the Lower Mall
area was known as Donald Town after Donald McLeod (Lieutenant-
Governor of the Punjab [1865-70]). A new commercial area emerged
outside Lohari Gate with the Anarkali Bazaar stretching for nearly a
mile up to Nila Gumbad. Hindus owned virtually all of the shops.? The
Central Mall area saw the development of the Cathedral Church of the
Resurrection, the High Court Buildings, which were completed in 1889,
and the Lahore Museum and Tollinton market. The Upper Mall was
both an administrative and recreational area with the Government
House and the Lawrence Gardens in which the Lahore Gymkhana Club
was located. The imposing buildings of Chiefs College stood to the east.

The Central Mall area was known as Charing Cross; for half a century,
until its removal to Lahore Museum in 1951, it was dominated by a
bronze statue of Queen Victoria.3 The marble pavilion protecting the
statue was designed by Bhai Ram Singh (b. 1858) of the Mayo School of
Arts. Bhai Ram Singh had studied carpentry at the Mission School of
Amritsar before travelling to Lahore to join the Mayo School of Arts,
where his career was spent as a student, assistant master and
ultimately as its first Indian principal.# In 1891, in the words of his
mentor, John Lockwood Kipling, the designer had embarked on ‘a new
life in a new world’ when he spent months working on the creation of
the Darbar room at Queen Victoria’s residence at Osborne House on
the Isle of Wight.? Victoria’s private secretary, Sir Henry Ponsonby,
informed Kipling in January 1892 that “The Queen is delighted with it, it
looks very well indeed.’® Bhai Ram Singh had first come to royal notice
when he worked with Kipling on the Indian Billiard Room of the Duke of
Connaught at Bagshot Park in Surrey.” Bhai Ram Singh designed many
of Lahore’s most iconic buildings, including the multi-tiered and domed
Lahore Museum, the Punjab University Hall and Library, the Mayo
School of Arts at the Central Mall and Aitchison College on its north
side.8 They were actually constructed by Sir Ganga Ram whose period
as executive engineer was termed Lahore’s ‘Ganga Ram’ architectural
period.? Ganga Ram, like Dyal Singh, was a migrant to the city (p.15)
whose philanthropic contributions to Lahore are still evident today. His
most famous gift to the city was the hospital which was constructed in
his name in 1921 in the Wachhowali area. He also built a medical
college nearby. Other charitable activities included the establishment of
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girls’ high schools and a Hindu Widows’ Home and school. These
enterprises were managed by the Sir Ganga Ram Trust.

The British took pride in the new provincial capital, with its wide
thoroughfares, gardens and mix of Classical, Gothic and Indo-Saracenic
buildings. Charles Dilke, who visited the city as a young man in 1867,
recorded that Lahore ‘is far more English than Bombay’.'? A generation
later, Lahore’s Englishness was still being commented on. ‘The city of
Lahore,” the 1916 Gazetteer remarked, ‘is the first place of the province
as an [sic] European trading and shopping centre the Mall is lined with
large European shops, some of which are local concerns and some
branches of Calcutta and Bombay business houses.’!! Ranken & Co.
Tailors and Outfitters, whose shop was on the left hand side of the Mall,
had branches, for example, in Calcutta, Simla and Delhi. Cutler, Palmer
and Co. Wine Merchants nearby boasted branches in Bombay, Calcutta
and Madras. Stiffle’s on the opposite side of the Mall was noted for its
afternoon teas. Janki Das and Devi Chand were two important
department stores owned by local Hindus.

The city’s imposing ‘new developments’, including Lawrence Gardens
and the Racecourse, were given equal importance to the inner city
‘exoticism’ in guides which encouraged a growing number of tourists.
Their previously unremarked presence will be examined in a later
chapter. The ‘frigidly classical’ Lawrence Hall was the European
population’s major centre for entertainment before the development of
theatres.!? The Star Company staged music and drama there during its
tours of North India in the late 1860s and early 1870s.13 In December
1878, a different kind of entertainment was provided when the
professional billiards player John Roberts (1847-1919) played an
exhibition match with another English professional during his Indian
tour. Roberts, who later gained a reputation as a manufacturer of cues
and tables, establishing a factory in Calcutta, potted his way to victory
on a table lent by the Nawab of Bahawalpur.14

The GPO building standing at the junction of the Mall and Nabha Road,
which was constructed in 1904 in Indo-Saracenic style, remains (p.16)
a landmark to this day, although the protected building is threatened
by the Orange Metro Line development. The threat remains until, the
Punjab Government delivers on a promise to construct a tunnel that will
safeguard the GPO which lies on the route of the Orange line which is
due to be operational in 2018. Its colonnades are surmounted by a
clock tower and four minarets. The clock tower was an architectural
feature of the colonial state’s modernity and middle-class regularity
throughout India.!® The wealthy Indian timber contractor Bawa Dinga
Singh (d. 1939) constructed an imposing domed three-storey clock
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tower on the Mall in 1927 which housed one of the city’s earliest
electric lifts. Just a year earlier, Dinga’s company (Spedding, Dinga
Singh and Company) had signed a five-year contract with the ruler of
Swat to fell the state’s Deodar forests.16

The Central Mall catered for British tourists and businessmen who did
not have access to the Punjab Club. The 1914 Lahore Directory
recorded fifteen hotels in the Mall and surrounding areas. This was a
considerable advance on the three mentioned in the 1876 guidebook,
which admitted that ‘Hotels in Lahore are poor.’l” Faletti’s Hotel on
Egerton Road boasted electric lights and fans in every room. Some
British officials preferred to stay there when they first arrived in the
city rather than at the Punjab Club.!® The hotel had its own bachelors’
quarters behind the main building. Rooms could be had there for as
little as Rs8 per day in December 1913.19 The Swiss-run Nedou’s Hotel,
which had a grand Indo-Saracenic fagade to its block named after Louis
Dane (secretary to the Punjab government in 1898), was, however,
demolished in the 1970s. Its residents included many Indian tourists
travelling the subcontinent with Thomas Cook and Son who were able
to redeem their hotel coupons there.2? Like other British areas in towns
and cantonments, there were also a number of small photography
studios where residents could preserve a record of their life in India,
before the journey home. The commercial studios included those of
Fred Bremner (1863-1941) whose vision of India in a career spanning
forty years has grown in significance.?!

Some six miles east of the city lay the Mian Mir Cantonment with its
rectilinear roads, oval park, Church of St Mary Magdalene, West End
Cinema and tennis courts. The whole Cantonment area covered over
1,300 square miles. British troops had been moved here from the (p.
17) barracks in Anarkali at the end of the 1850s to try to counteract
the threat of cholera. Spatial segregation from the ‘unhealthy’ environs
of the walled city failed, however, to prevent nearly a quarter of the
troops dying in a cholera epidemic in 1861. Thereafter a secure piped
water supply was constructed and the surrounding villages were
extensively surveyed to uncover health threats.?? Many migrant
labourers were employed in the Cantonment’s construction. Robert
Montgomery, the Lahore Commissioner, declared: ‘Labourers of every
kind are in great demand. There is more work than there are hands
available.’?3 At that time, nearly 4,000 labourers were employed every
day on the work. Muhammad Sultan (1809-75), a Kashmiri, was one of
the most important contractors. The Muslim artisans came from the
Arain, Mughal and Pathan biraderis and competed for jobs with the
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Sikh Ramgarhias and Hindu Tarkhans (carpenters) and Lohars
(blacksmiths). Casual workers included grass cutters (malis) coolies,
washermen and punkah wallahs (the pullers of the rope connected to
the old style fan which predated the use of electric fans in the summer).

Once completed, the native cavalry lines in the southern quarter of the
city required blacksmiths, while the Sadar Bazaar provided further
employment opportunities as milk, fodder and other goods were
brought daily into the Cantonment from the neighbouring areas. Whilst
Lahore’s development was not as dominated by the Cantonment as that
of Rawalpindi, Ferozepore or Ambala, the Cantonment area still had as
many as 25,000 people residing in it, according to the 1921 Census.24
As in other cantonments, its residents consumed vast quantities of
alcohol, which comprised the major upstream cargo for the flotillas of

steamboats which plied the Indus and its tributaries in the 1870s.2°

Travel accounts, district gazetteers and colonial-era histories had as
their starting point the contrast between the ‘modern’ city and the
‘traditional’ walled inner city.%® Few European residents ventured
beyond the ancient gates which guarded it. They led into a maze of
neighbourhoods (mohallas) linked by narrow alleyways (galis) that were
demarcated along occupational, caste and religious lines. Narrow
entrances led to large havelis with their traditional internal courtyards
and fountains overlooked by double-storey balconies. Markets opened
up from the galis each dealing in a speciality. Lohari Mandi is
considered the oldest main market. Even today, Kashmiri Bazaar is
known for (p.18) its woollen shawls and Landa Bazaar for its second
hand clothes. While the real localities and lives of the walled city’s
inhabitants were a virtual terra incognita for the British, they
constructed an Orientalist description of the walled city shot through
with stereotypes of the exotic ‘Other’. This had become firmly
established by the end of the nineteenth century in such works as
Rudyard Kipling’s ‘City of Dreadful Night’ and in the early tourist
postcards. These regularly featured street scenes and the gilt domes
and minarets of the Golden Mosque in the crowded Dabbi Bazaar area
and the heavily decorated gateway to Wazir Khan’s mosque. When
members of the Royal Family, the Duke and Duchess of Connaught,
visited the inner city to see the mosques in December 1884, they had
left their car at Delhi Gate and like Oriental potentates had ridden on
elephants.?’ Lahore’s ‘exoticism’ continues to be reproduced in post-
colonial writings on the ‘Red Light’ Hira Mandi district?® and in literary
anthologies as, for example, in the novelist Bapsi Sidhwa’s evocatively
named City of Sin and Splendour.??
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Colonial Lahore

British writers and their Indian imitators spoke of raising a new city
from the accumulated rubble of the ‘desolate plain’ outside the old
city.3% One of the clearest expressions of this sentiment is found in a
travel guide of the late 1870s:

To the south of the city extend[ed] a vast ... uneven expanse
interspersed with the crumbling remains of mosques, tombs and
gateways and huge shapeless mounds of rubbish from old brick
kilns. Within the last few years an immense change has taken
place in this region, which was utterly waste and desolate ... after
the annexation in 1849... The European houses and gardens in
Donald Town, the metalled roads overshadowed by trees and the
vegetation conseque