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XX Landmarks of the Pakistan Movement

‘duly diagnosed that: ‘It is Mr. Gangdhi who is destroying the
ideal with which the Congress started. He is the one man
responsible for turning Congress into an instrument for the
revival of Hinduism. His ideal is to revive the Hindu religion
and establish Hindu raj in this country and he is utilizing the
Congress to further this object’.!® It is no wonder that the
pursuit of Gandhian objectives by the Congress party made it
impossible for the Muslims to bridge their differences with
the Hindus. '

After the taste of Hindu rule (1937-1939) it became
amply clear to the Muslims that an independent Muslim
homeland was the only way in which they could escape the
tyranny of a permanent all-India Hindu majority. But even a
worthy cause can be defeated if the forces opposed to it are
too strong.

Luckily for the Muslims, the humiliating experience
of Hindu rule finally caused even Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah to despair of Hindu-Muslim unity. Hitherto, he had
devoted all his energy toward the achievement of a.united
independent India. He now diverted it toward the
achievement of Pakistan.. Without him there would never
have been a Pakistan because he was the only Muslim leader
who could outmanoeuvre leaders of the calibre of Gandhi,
Nehru and Mountbatten who were all bitterly opposed to the
creation of Pakistan. By his charismatic leadership he had,
morcover, rallied the Muslim masses passionately behind
him. It was realized by -his opponents that the denial of

Pakistan would cause the explosive situation to blow up and

make a constitutionally viable transfer of power impossible.

S. M. Burke

1 Syed ‘Sharifuddin Pirzada, Ed., Foundations of Pakistan, II, p. 305. The
Quaid made this statement on 26 December 1938 during his presidential address to
the Patna session of the Muslim League,
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THE INDIAN COUNCILS ACT OF 1909

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan

The Plight of the Muslims after the kebeﬂion of 1857

The period immediately following the collapse of the
Great Rebellion of 1857 was one of great humiliation and
misery for the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent,

A British Military Commission pronounced the Mogul
Emperor Bahadur Shah guilty of ‘rebellion’ against the British
Government. At the trial he was described at one and the
same time the ‘Ex-king of Delhi’ and ‘a subject of the British
Government of India’. The reality that constitutionally he was
an independent king, though his sovereignty physically was
limited to the palace-fortress of Delhi and its /Precinets) was
ignored. So were the facts that he was eighty-two years of
age, was clearly nfirm of both body and mind and was a mere
_pawn in the hands of the rebel sepoys, He was banished to
Rangoon. The imperial capital was devestated. ‘After the
_siege [of Delhi by the British] was over’, reported Lord
Elphinstone, ‘the outrages committed by our army are simply
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2 Landmarks of the Pakistan Movement

heart-rending. A wholesale vengeance is being taken without
distinction of friend or foe. As regards looting, we surpassed
Nadir Shah'!
The British authorities held the Muslims chiefly
- responsible for the Rebellion and the Hindus, who had readily
taken to Western education, occupied the bulk of the
administrative posts available to Indians. Economically, too
the Muslims were in a miserable state. As the ruling class
they had, in their heyvday, preferred to occupy government
positions and had left trade and commerce mostly in Hindu
hands. :

In the field of education the Muslims were shocked
when their British rulers decreed in 1837 that English would
replace Persian as the court language. The ulema believed
that this was a step toward weaning the Muslims from their
own religion and culture and converting them to Christianity.
They tried to prevent their flock from learning English and
castigated the few Muslims who had dared to learn the
language of their Christian rulers as kafirs. Indeed, western
education on secular lines ran counter to the Muslim tradition
of educating children either at home or in madrassas where
religious education was a compulsory part of the curriculum.
Recalling the attitude of the Muslim community toward

English education during the early phase of British rule, Sir
Syed Ahmed said:

[The Muslims] could never be brought to
admit that sound and useful learning. existed
in any language except Arabic and Persian... |
still remember the days when, in respectable
families, the study of English, with the object
of obtaining a post in Government service or
of securing any other lucrative employment,
was considered highly discreditable?

¥ Rebeilion 1557 A Sympesium. Delbs, 1957, p. 163

G F L Graham. The Lot and Wark of Sir Syd Akmed Khow, Willism
Bixkwond o5l Sorms, Ediztargh and London, MDCCCLXXXY
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The situation so worried the British authorities that
Lord Mayo, the Governor-General, openly mooted the
question: ‘Are the Indian Musalmans bound by their Religion
to rebel against the Queen?’ A senior member of the Bengal
Civil Service, W. W. [afterwards Sir William] I{unter,
responded with an apologia under the title The Indion
Musalmans.?

Hunter pointed out that before the coming of the
British, the Muslim aristocracy ‘were conquerors and claimed
as such the monopoly of Government. Occasionally a Hindu
financier, and more seldom a Hindu general, came to the
surface, but the conspicuousness of such instance is the best
proof of their rarity’. He went on to explain, that the ‘three
streams of wealth’ which used to run ‘perennially into the
coffers of a noble Musalman House-Military command, the

Collection of the Revenue, and judicial or Political Employ’
had all dried up.!

Again:

A hundred years ago, the Musalmans
monopolised all the important offices of State.
The Hindus accepted with thanks such
cru as their former conquerors dropped
from their table, and the English were
represented by a few factors and clerks. The
proportion of Muhammadans to Hindus, as
shown above, is now less than one-seventh.
The proportion of Hindus to Europeans is
more than one-half; the proportion of
Musalmans to Europeans is less than one-
fourteenth, The proportion of the race which a
century ago had the monopoly of Government,
has now fallen to less than one-twenty-third of
the whole administrative body. This, too, in
the gazetted appointments, where the

Yivag J9 {Reprinted fram the thind edition. The ook was firal prdlisted in
\vin

Manter, pp 180 16)
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4 Landmarks of the Pakistan Movement

" distribution of patronage is closely watched.
In the less conspicuous office establishments
in the Presidency Town, the exclusion of
Musalmans is even more complete. In one
extensive Department the other day it was
discovered that there wus- not a single
employee who could read the Musalman
dialect; and, in fact, th_re is now scarcely a
.Government office in"Calcutta in which a
Muhammadan can hope for any post above the
rank of porter, messenger, filler of ink-pots
and menders of pens.’

In discussing the question, whether the Muslims
were bound by their religion to rebel against the Queen,
Hunter referred to the Wahabi camp that had been
established on the Frontier by Saiyid-Ahmad Barelvi in 1824,
He stated that originally its purpose was to wage war against
the Sikhs but on the annexation of the Punjab by the British,
the Wahabi ‘fury’ had been ‘transferred to their successors’.?

B L U The Wahabis proclaimed that the occupation of India by the

British had turned it into ‘a Country of the Enemy’ making it
obligatory for them to wage war against the new rulers.” He
said no one could predict what would happen if the Wahabis
and ‘the seditious masses in the heart of our Empire, and the
superstitious tribes on our Frontier' combined together to
wage a ‘Crescentage’.®

He called the Muslims ‘a persistently belligerent
class’ whom successive governments had ‘declared to be a
source of permanent danger to the Indian Empire’.’ He said
that the Wahabis, ‘deduce from the fact of India being
technically, a Country of the Enemy, the obligation to wage
war upon its rulers. The more enlightened Musalmans, while

5 bid., pp. 161-162.
® fbid., p. 13,

7 tbid., p. 122.

¥ oid.. pp. 34-35

4 T
Dedication.

-——

Landmark 1 5

sorrowfully accepting the fact, regard it as no_t _gtound of
rebellion, but as a curtailment of their spiritual privileges’. He
concluded that ‘a cold acquiescence in our rule... is the utmost
that the intolerant spirit of Islam will permit to a really sincere
disciple ." _

He pointed out that the Muslims had held aloof from
the British system in which the ‘more flexible Hmdus'_and
‘cheerfully acquiesced’.!" The Muslims arraigned the British
Government ‘for its. want of sympathy, for its want of
magnanimity, for its mean malversation of their funds, and for
great public wrongs spread over a period of one hundred

12

years'.

Sir Syed’s Family Background and Early Lifé

To reconcile the Muslims of India with their angry
foreign rulers, to inspire them with hope and to give them a
new sense of direction was a herculean task and called for a
leader of heroic proportions. They were lucky at this dark
hour of their history-to find just such a man to uplift them —
Syed (afterwards Sir’Syed) Ahmed Khan.

Syed Ahmed was born on 17 October 1817 in an
aristocratic family of Delhi who had migrated to India from
Herat some generations ago. From his immediate ancestors
he inherited a mixture of attributes which fitted him
admirably for the task he was destined to undertake. His
father was deeply religious and utterly unconcerned with
worldly rewards while both his grandfathers were
distinguished mén of the world.

His paternal grandfather was a titied courtier and
Commander of 1000 foot and 300 horsemen in the reign of
Alamgir 1. Upon his death his titles were offered to Syed
Ahmed's father, Syed Muhammad Takki but he modestly
declined the honour.

" fhid.. pp. 105, 136,

Y i, pd
" fhid., p. 141,
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6 Landmarks of the Pakistan Movement

Syed Ahmed’'s maternal grandfather,  Khwaja
Fariduddin Ahmed, was an attache in the embassy sent to
Persia by Lord Wellesley as governor-general in 1799, On his
return he was appointed Political Officer at the Court of Ava
in Burma and served as such for some years. Soon after the
return of the Khwaja to Calcutta, Syed Ahmed's father was
offered the post of prime minister by Akbar II but he declined
the honour and suggested that his kinsman, Khwaja
Fariduddin Ahmed, was the best person for the post.
Thereupon the king made the Khwaja prime minister and
copferred a high title on him.

Syed Ahmed's father was an intimate friend of the
Mogul emperor and the only person permitted to sit in his
presence. In his younger years, Syed Ahmed was constantly
seen in the palace and was often honoured by the emperor
with robes of honour.

On his father's death in 1836, the nineteen year old
Syed Ahmed was invested by the Emperor Bahadur Shah not
only with the titles of his grandfather but also with the
additional title of Arif Jang or Master of War.

Because of the otherworldly life-style of his father,
Syed Ahmed passed most of his childhood under the care of
his maternal grandfather. Like many other great men, he had
the good fortune to have been brought up by a mother of lofty
character. ‘She was', in his own words, ‘highminded, virtuous,
gracious-mannered, wise, farsighted, and seraphic’."”® And it
was she who educated him at home. He learnt no English
formally but seems to have acquired a_smattering of that
language as the years passed.™

Syed Ahmed's father died in 1836 and in January of
the following year, much against the wishes of his family, he
entered government service as Shiristehdar of the Criminal

1§ M. Hadi Husain. Syed Akmed Khan, Lahore, 1970, p. 5,

This is clear from one of his letters from England during his visit there
(I86Y.1870). Describing the occasion at which he received the insignia of the
Companion of the Star of India, he stated that one of the persons th whom he had
been introduced was the Marquis of Lorne who ‘conversed with me very kindly for
same minutes... He spoke in English, of course, and I answered him as well as | could
in that language’. Graham, p. 100.
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Department in the office of the Sadr Amin at Delhi. In
February of the following year he was tr.an:sferrcd to Agra as
Naib Munshi in the office of the Commissioner. H.e became
Sub-judge of Fatehpur Sikri in December 1841 and in January
1846 was transferred to Delhi. In 1850 he was posted to
Rohtak and in 1855 to Bijnor and was there when the Great
i out in 1857.
Rebe“mgobvrg;inent service did not inhibit his_penchant for
learning and writing and he had alfeady produc‘ed several
works on historical and religious subjects. The chief of these

-were Asar-us-Sanadid, an archaelogical history of the ruins of

Delhi, and a revision of Abul Fazl's Ain-i-Akbari. Both these
were substantial efforts involving consiflerable research. He
also produced several pamphlets on mlsgellaneouslsubjects.
His history of the ruins of Delhi.was translated into both
English and French and earned him the Fellowship of L{le
Royal Asiatic Society.

Entry into Politics

It was after the failure of the Great Rebellion that
Syed Ahmed entered politics for the express purpose gf
rehabilitating -his downcast community. The out.lm_e of his
programme as it evolved over the years was to erad.u*:ate the
antagonism between the Muslims and the British; to
modernize the outlook of the Muslims chiefly through the
Western system of education so that they could compete on
equal terms with the Hindus; and to oppose such demands of
the Indian National Congress Party as would enable the
Hindus to dominate the Muslims by virtue of their numbers
and literary proficiency. His chief concern for his people, as
he explained in one of his public speeches, was ‘not...to
become subjects of the Hindus instead of the subjects of the
“people of the Book [Christians]”.”® i

The vigorous_prosecution of his mission necessitated
frank criticism of British policies as well as of the attitudes

% Hafeez Malik, Political Profile of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan, A Documentary
Record, Islamabad. 1982, p. 371.
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and prejudices of the Muslim community. On the whole he

found it easier to win the a iati i
10 S ppreciation and
British officials than of e the s

beneficiaries of hjs endeavours. Of course, in hjs relationship

with the British, he started with a great advantage. He had

alrez.ady .convinced them of his loyalty to them and x;/on their

admu’.;txon, their respect, and their gratitude for havi

the Lives of th 5 : -for having saved
ves of the British community at Bijnor during the

Rebellion at the peril of his own life.

At tl}e time of the Great Rebellion the European
co{nmum_ty in Bijnor comprised twenty men, women and
children including the Collector, Alexander Shakespeare. The

* moment of the greatest danger to their lives arrived when the

house in which they had all taken shelter was surrounded by
Mahmud Khan and his eight hundred strong rebel force.
Mahmud Khan was a desperate character being the nephew of
the Rohilla chief Ghulam Qadir who had gouged out the eyes
of the Mogul Emperor Shah Alam. Syed Ahmed who had been
helping the Europeans all along, volunteered to parley with
Mahmud Khan and boldly went to his camp unarmed. After
protracted negotiations, he succeeded in persuading the
Rohilla chief to spare the lives of the Europeans.

The main argument he employed was that to
massacre the Europeans might prove to be ‘dangerous’ for
him in the long run in case the British eventually emerged
victorious in the struggle. The European party left peacefully
in the dead of night.

In a speech in 1880 the Lieutenant-Governor of the
North-West Provinces recalled Syed Ahmed'’s action in these
words: ‘No man ever gave nobler proofs of conspicuous

" courage and loyalty to the British Government than were

given by him in 1857; no language that I could use would be
worthy of the devotion he showed’.'® _
After the Great Rebellion was over, he showed equal
courage in laying the main blame for the conflagration
squarely on the shoulders of the foreign rulers, not on the

18 Graham, p. 19.

his own people who were the main .

N S v ———

B 4
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insurgents. His pamphlet The Causes of the Indian Revolt was
“published in Urdu in 1858; it was translated into English in

1873.

In the preface Syed Ahmed said, ‘An honest exposition

of native ideas is all that our Government requires to enable it
to hold the country, with the full concurrence of its
inhabitants, and not merely by the sword’."”

were:

The main points he made in the body of the essay

..for a long period many grievances had been
rankling in the hearts of the people...it wanted
but the-application of a match to light it, and
that match was applied by the mutinous army.

- The manner in which the rebellion spread

first here then there...is alone good proof that
there existed no widespread conspiracy... The
evils which resulted to India from the non-
admission of the natives into the Legislative
Council of India were various. Government
could never know the inadvisability of, the
laws and regulations which it passed... But the
greatest mischief lay in this, that the people
misunderstood the views and intentions of
Government... At length the Hindustanees fell
into the habit of thinking that all the laws
were passed with a view to degrade and ruin
them, and to deprive them and their fellows of
their religion... Then missionary schools were
started in which the principles of the Christian
faith were taught. Men said it was by the
order: of Gevernment... The laws providing for
the resumption of revenue free lands... were
most obnoxious... It is a remarkable fact that
whenever the rebels have issued
proclamations... they have only mentioned
two things: the one, interference in matters of
religion; the other, the resumption of revenue

7 bid., p. 32,
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free lands... There was no real commu-
nication between the governors and the
governed...the natives very generally say that
they are treated with contempt...The opinion
of many of...[the]...officials is that no native
can be a gentleman..."

It is notable that from the very beginning of his
political life, Syed Ahmed thought of Hindus and Muslims as
‘two antagonistic races’. In the pamphlet under review he
referred to them as such and criticised the Government for
grouping them in the same regiment. This he argued had
developed a feeling of friendship and brotherhood between
them with the result that they combined in the rebellion
against the British.'

Syed Ahmed’s conviction, that the basic cause of the
Great Rebellion was lack of proper communication between
the rulers and the ruled, had an interesting and far-reaching
consequence. A.O. Hume, who founded the Indian National
Congress, told Aftab Ahmad Khan in London in 1892 that it
was Syed Ahmed’s book on the Causes of the Indian Revolt
that had caused him to feel the need for a forum of public
opinion in India and led him to establish the Indian National
Congress.” !

When Syed Ahmed’s Causes of the Indian Revolt was
discussed in the Governor-General’s Council, Cecil Beadon,
the Foreign Secretary, labelled it as ‘highly Seditious’ and
proposed that the author be brought to book- for it. The
Governor-General and other members of the Council,
however, overruled him and no action was taken. .

Having ruffled British feathers by squarely blaming
their policies for the Great Rebellion, Sved Ahmed proceeded
to assure them of the loyalty of Muslims. In a pamphlet in

™ fhad., pp. 32-54.

" ibid.. p. 35.

202 \} (kram. Modern Muslim India and the Birth of Pakistan, Lahore 1977,
p. 26. Aftab Ahmad Klian later became a member of the Council of the Secretary vf

State for [ndia.
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1860 under the title The Loyal Mohammedans of India, he
argued that the Muslims as a class were far from being their
enemies; in fact they were their only natural friends in the
country. The special bond between the Christians and the
Muslims was that they each have a revealed holy book.

He conceded that some ‘unworthy’ Muslims had sided

with the rebels but deprecated the ‘wholesale denunciation

against Mohammedans as a race’. It is easy ‘to make empty
professions of loyalty and service’ he said. In fact no class
other than Muslims ‘so willingly sacrificed reputation, status,
life and property’ in the interests of the Government. He
backed up his assertions with sixteen concrete instances of
prominent Muslims whose services in the Rebellion had been
publicly acknowledged and rewarded by the British
Government.”!

He feared that if the Muslims joined others in any
agitation against the government they would again end up
carrying most of the blame. He therefore cautioned his people
against making such a mistake. He naturally realized that, as
the more backward community, the Muslims required the
goodwill and support of the British Government to compete
with the Hindus with any chance of success.

Syed Ahmed also wrote a Commentary on the Bible
to show that Islam and Christianity had a fundamental affinity
between them. He tackled the task with his characteristic
thoroughness: he learnt Hebrew, set up a press having
English, Hebrew and Urdu types and engaged an Englishman
to translate the Commentary from Urdu into English. He
published three volumes but had to give up the task because
of its high cost.

‘Educate; Educate; Educate’

Syed Ahmed believed that the most effective means
of reviving the fortune of his-pegple-was-to-edue
adopted as hls-ﬁm ‘Educate, €ducate, educate’.
And argued that—  \_ )
N ——

%) Extracts from the pamphlet will be found in Graham, pp. 58-69.

———
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If the condition of Mahommedans be mean
and miserable, then I think Islam_herself will
be degraded... each time has its own colour,
and unless you adapt yourselves to the
circumstances of the time your work cannot
prosper... I believe that without high
education it 1s impossible now to acquire
honour... My desire is not only to spread
education among Mahommedans, but to
spread two other things. The first of these is
training in character... The second thing 1
wish to see established in our people is
national feeling and sympathy; and this cannot
be created unless boys of our nation read
together...the reason why our Prophet
ordered all the dwellers in one neighbourhood
to meet five times a day for prayers in the
mosque, and why the whole had to meet
together on Fridays in the city mosque and in
Eid all the people of the district had to
assemble. The reason was that the effect of
the gathering should influence all, and create
a national feeling...?

In his view the English possessed all the ‘good
qualities, spiritual or material, which a human being should
possess’ because both their men and women were educated.
If the people of India could also be educated, ‘then by virtue
of their natural advantages, she could become, if not superior
to England, at least its equal’.®

He explained why the Muslims needed their own
schools and colleges. The system of education under which
students lived in mosques and monasteries was not suitable
for acquiring ‘the learning which is current in our time’, And

22 Yafeez Malik, Political Profile of Sir Syed Ahmed Khas, pp. 381-384.
%3 M. Hadi Husain, p. 68.
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go;é}n&l ent colleges do not impart religious education which
Muslims consider necessary for their children.?

Syed Ahmed chided fellow Muslims for their prejudice
that Western literature was heretical and would shake thejr
faith. He regretted that they believed, that their religion,
which in fact was so great and enlightened, was weak enough
to-be endangered by the study of Western literature and
science.” '

= He thought the English language was important
because the largest number of books on modern subjects
could be found in that language and also because India was
governed by the British. He rejected the idea that English,
which was spoken by many countries of the world, interfered

" with the religion of the Muslims. He emphasised that his

advocacy of English did not imply that Arabic should be
neglected. In fact ‘the Arabic language ranks first in the
languages of the world and the Almighty made it His
Mouthpiece- to- mankind’ and it was the parent’s ‘first, the
most sacred duty’ to teach Arabic to their children 2

But since English could not become the common
language of the people ‘until centuries have entered through
the portals of Past’ the best course was to translate English
books on modern philosophy, arts and sciences into the
languages of India so that the knowledge contained in them
does not remain available only to those who know English.2’

At a later stage, Syed Ahmed confessed that he had
been wrong in thinking that the knowledge of Western arts
‘and sciences should be diffused in India through vernacular
translations and approved Lord William Bentincks declaration
that ‘the great object o1 the Government ought to be the
promotion of European literature and science among the
nations of India’ **

Y i, p. as2.

34 Shan Muhammad, Sir Syed Amad Khan, p. 62.
¥ )1afeez Malik, pp. 333334,
fhid., p. 336,

M Graham. pp. 315-316.
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