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Dawn – 

1. killing women 

➢ Summary: 

Gender-based violence in Pakistan remains an alarming issue, with recent cases of femicide and honour killings 

painting a grim picture of societal and systemic failure. The brutal murder of a young lecturer by her husband in 

Sindh and several other incidents across the country highlight the persistence of patriarchal mindsets and the 

normalization of violence against women. Despite legislative efforts like the Honour Killing Act 2016, which made 

honour killings a non-compoundable offence, loopholes in implementation and systemic biases in law enforcement 

and judiciary continue to hinder justice. Women remain marginalized in Pakistan’s police and judiciary, with their 

representation under 2%, further exacerbating the lack of gender sensitivity in addressing such crimes. 

The article underscores the need for a comprehensive approach involving legal reforms, community support 

mechanisms, and societal change. It suggests that honour crimes should be treated as crimes against the state, 

ensuring justice even if families refuse to pursue cases. Structural reforms in police and judiciary, along with 

increased representation of women, are vital. The statistics from a UN report reveal that in 2023 alone, 51,100 

women were killed globally by family members, emphasizing the need for international and local action. This grim 

reality demands urgent state intervention to protect women as equal citizens of Pakistan. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights the grim reality of gender-based violence and honour killings in Pakistan. It highlights 

systemic and societal issues, legislative developments, and the urgent need for reforms to protect women’s 

constitutional rights. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights critical points about gender-based violence in Pakistan, focusing on honour killings and 

systemic failures. It explains how crimes against women, such as femicide, persist due to patriarchal mindsets and 

societal acceptance. Despite the Honour Killing Act 2016, which makes such crimes non-compoundable, gaps in 

implementation and systemic biases in law enforcement and judiciary hinder justice. The lack of female 

representation in these institutions exacerbates the problem, with women comprising less than 2% of Pakistan's 

police force and having minimal presence in the judiciary. The article emphasizes the need for treating honour 

crimes as offences against the state and suggests that reforms in police, judiciary, and societal attitudes are essential 

for meaningful change. Additionally, the UN report underscores the global scale of this issue, reporting 51,100 

women killed by family members in 2023, a staggering 60% of all female homicides, which calls for urgent action 

to protect women as equal citizens 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects: 

• Gender Studies: Violence against women, patriarchy, and legal reforms. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Societal issues and legislative measures. 

• Current Affairs: UN reports and global comparisons. 

• Constitutional Law: Women’s rights and state responsibilities. 

• Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses how women face violence at home, often from family members, under the guise of "honour." 

For example, a lecturer was murdered by her husband, showing how education and privilege do not guarantee safety 

for women in patriarchal societies. Laws like the Honour Killing Act 2016 aim to close legal gaps, but weak 

implementation hinders progress. Facts from the UN report reveal that 140 women are killed daily by relatives 
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worldwide. This reflects the urgent need for gender-sensitive reforms in police and judicial systems, like hiring 

more female officers and judges. 

• Facts and Figures: 

• A recent UN report titled Femicides in 2023 revealed that 51,100 women and girls were killed by family 

members globally, accounting for 60% of all female homicides. 

• On average, 140 women and girls were killed every day by someone in their family worldwide. 

• In Swat, Pakistan, 20 women were murdered in the first five months of 2024, with 10 killed in the name of 

honour. 

• Women make up less than 2% of Pakistan’s police force, with only 572 female judges out of 3,142 judicial 

officers, of whom just seven serve in superior courts. 

• The Honour Killing Act 2016 ensures a lifetime sentence for perpetrators, even if forgiven by family 

members, making honour killing a non-compoundable offence. 

 

To wrap up, This article is a stark reminder of the deep-rooted misogyny in Pakistan's social and legal systems. 

Legislative reforms, increased representation of women in law enforcement, and public awareness are essential to 

curb gender-based violence. It is the state’s responsibility to ensure justice and protection for all its citizens, 

especially women, to uphold their constitutional rights and dignity. 

 

2. Climate resolutions 2025 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights Pakistan’s aspirations for 2025, particularly in addressing the twin challenges of economic 

and climate vulnerabilities. With the release of its 13th Economic Development Plan and updated Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDC), Pakistan aims to align its policies to support sustainable development and climate 

resilience. The writer underscores the necessity of integrating these strategies to create a cohesive framework, 

ensuring the commitments made under global climate agreements translate into actionable outcomes. He analyzes 

the lack of synchronization between provincial and federal efforts and emphasizes the need to bridge the credibility 

gap by addressing unrealistic carbon offset targets and ineffective implementation strategies. 

Furthermore, the article looks into strategic measures, including climate-smart budgeting, empowering local 

governments, and enhancing financial mechanisms for climate adaptation and mitigation. Pakistan’s potential to 

access international climate finance is marred by inefficiencies and credibility issues, which need urgent 

rectification. By prioritizing climate-resilient investments and engaging marginalized communities, Pakistan can 

leverage its economic and environmental policies to chart a sustainable future. The writer envisions 2025 as an 

opportunity for Pakistan to reaffirm its commitment to global climate goals while fostering local resilience through 

empowered governance structures and inclusive policies. 

➢ Overview: 

The article discusses Pakistan's climate and economic policies for 2025, focusing on aligning global commitments 

with local action. It emphasizes realigning policies, addressing gaps in credibility, and diversifying financial 

resources for climate adaptation and mitigation. Empowering local governments and fostering sustainable 

development are central themes. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights Pakistan’s strategic approach for 2025, focusing on integrating climate and economic 

priorities. Key measures include aligning the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) with the 13th Economic 

Plan to ensure a cohesive policy framework, addressing governance inefficiencies, and revising outdated sectoral 
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policies post-18th Amendment. The introduction of tools like climate-smart budgeting and financial tracking 

mechanisms is highlighted as essential for monitoring climate expenditures and fostering accountability. The writer 

emphasizes empowering local governments to drive community-level climate resilience and sustainable growth. 

Additionally, diversifying financial resources through measures such as carbon trading and leveraging international 

climate funds is critical to bridging the gap between planning and execution. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Environmental Science: Climate adaptation strategies, carbon trading, and sustainable development. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Governance reforms, local government empowerment, and economic planning. 

• International Relations: Global climate commitments and financing mechanisms. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explains Pakistan’s plans for combating climate change by connecting economic growth with 

environmental policies. For example, the NDC outlines actions like planting 10 billion trees to reduce carbon 

emissions. The government is also using climate-smart budgeting, which allocates funds to projects that tackle 

climate issues, like improving drainage systems to prevent floods. Additionally, empowering local governments 

means allowing smaller community councils to decide how to respond to challenges such as droughts or floods. 

These steps aim to ensure that Pakistan meets its global commitments while solving local problems effectively. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan's updated NDC and 13th Economic Plan are set for release in 2025. 

• The 18th Amendment led to 60 sectoral policies needing realignment. 

• The economic cost of climate-triggered disasters is highest at the community level. 

• Tools like climate-proofed budgeting were introduced in 2024 but require implementation. 

 

To sum up, This article encapsulates Pakistan’s roadmap for 2025, emphasizing the interplay between economic 

planning and climate resilience. It acts as a clarion call for effective governance, enhanced credibility, and proactive 

international engagement. By bridging policy gaps and empowering local entities, Pakistan can pave the way for 

sustainable progress. This insightful analysis is a vital resource for understanding the dynamics of policy integration 

and its impact on national development. 

 

3. A ‘Good’ Life 

➢ Summary: 

The article challenges conventional notions of success and happiness, emphasizing that true fulfillment lies in 

aligning one's life with Islamic principles. While society often equates a "good life" with wealth, luxury, and social 

connections, Islam redefines it through faith, righteousness, and moral virtues. The Quranic perspective encourages 

believers to give selflessly, practice humility, fulfill promises, and maintain steadfastness in adversity. The essence 

of this life is hope, generosity, honesty, and fairness, leading to a path that pleases God and prepares one for the 

afterlife. 

Contrasting this ideal with contemporary Muslim societies reveals a stark disparity. The author laments the 

prevalence of corruption, greed, and injustice, where moral and social values are disregarded. The widening gap 

between the rich and the poor, systemic oppression, and lack of accountability have steered many away from the 

Islamic concept of a "good life."auther argues that deviating from the straight path—Siratal Mustaqeem—has led 

to societal chaos, but redemption is possible through repentance and adherence to divine guidance. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article explores the divergence between Islamic ideals and modern societal values, urging a return to a life 

rooted in morality, ethics, and compassion. It underscores the significance of living righteously, not just for personal 

satisfaction but for societal harmony. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the Islamic concept of a "good life," emphasizing that true success lies in faith, righteousness, 

and adherence to Quranic teachings. It highlights virtues such as humility, honesty, patience, and generosity, urging 

Muslims to align their lives with these principles. The Quran advises believers to give selflessly, fulfill promises, 

and persevere in adversity, portraying a life deeply rooted in moral and ethical values. However, the author contrasts 

this ideal with the current state of Muslim societies, plagued by corruption, greed, and moral decay. The article 

analyzes societal norms where wealth and power are prioritized over justice and compassion, illustrating the dire 

consequences of straying from Islamic teachings. It underscores the necessity of repentance and a return to the 

straight path, Siratal Mustaqeem, to restore personal and societal harmony. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Islamic Studies: Concepts of a righteous life, Quranic principles, and Siratal Mustaqeem. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Social justice and ethical governance. 

• Essay Writing: Morality, ethics, and societal challenges. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explains that a "good life" in Islam isn’t about material wealth but living with faith, honesty, and humility. 

For example, instead of hoarding riches, one should help the needy and avoid excess consumption. Quranic 

teachings emphasize fulfilling promises and maintaining fairness, even in tough situations. Modern society often 

strays from these values, leading to corruption and inequality. Facts like widespread poverty and misuse of power 

highlight the need to realign with Islamic principles for societal betterment. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Quranic Teachings: The article references Quran (2:177) and Surah Taha (81), emphasizing righteousness 

and moderation. 

• Prophetic Guidance: The Prophet's recommendation to fill the stomach one-third with food, one-third with 

water, and one-third empty (Sunan Ibn Majah). 

• Modern Realities: Highlights the stark gap between the wealthy and the poor in Muslim societies, along 

with rampant corruption and injustice. 

• Global Issues: Draws attention to the socio-political and economic oppression faced by Muslim 

communities worldwide. 

 

To wrap up, The article works as a wake-up call to Muslims, urging them to reflect on their lives and strive for a 

moral compass guided by Islamic teachings. By adopting humility, generosity, and ethical behavior, individuals can 

transform not just their own lives but also contribute to a just and harmonious society. 
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4. Fake Is Truth 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights the pervasive issue of fake news (FN), tracing its historical evolution and its modern 

implications. While FN has existed since the advent of the printing press, its influence has been magnified in the 

digital age. Anonymous social media accounts, illegal SIM cards, and sophisticated manipulation tactics have 

facilitated its spread, undermining public trust, fueling societal divisions, and destabilizing political processes. The 

article references the roots of FN in "yellow journalism" and draws parallels to today’s misinformation, emphasizing 

that FN often blends fact with fiction to serve vested interests. The article also explores the adverse effects of FN, 

such as inciting violence, obstructing reforms, and empowering extremist narratives, with examples from Pakistan's 

challenges in regions like Kurram and its anti-polio campaigns. 

The author stresses that combating FN requires a multi-pronged approach, involving transnational cooperation, 

legislative reforms, media literacy, and critical thinking. Governments, social media companies, and communities 

must work collectively to address this menace. The balance between security and free speech remains a delicate 

one, but promoting transparency, responsible information sharing, and robust counter-narratives is essential. By 

educating the public and strengthening institutional responses, society can mitigate the corrosive effects of FN and 

preserve its social fabric. 

➢ Overview: 

Fake news is a historical phenomenon intensified by modern technology. It undermines national security, disrupts 

societal harmony, and destabilizes institutions. Countermeasures include legislative action, public awareness, and 

global collaboration. 

➢ NOTES: 

Fake news refers to fabricated information presented as authentic news, often blending fact and fiction to manipulate 

public opinion. Historically rooted in “yellow journalism,” it has evolved with modern technology, now leveraging 

social media and anonymous platforms to amplify its reach. Its adverse effects include societal division, erosion of 

institutional trust, and obstruction of reforms, as seen in Pakistan's anti-polio campaigns and Kurram violence. 

Combating fake news requires legislative actions such as the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, public awareness 

initiatives promoting media literacy, and global cooperation between governments and tech companies to counter 

misinformation effectively. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Current Affairs: Media and its societal impact. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Challenges in governance and societal cohesion. 

• International Relations: The global impact of misinformation. 

• Psychology: Social behavior and moral consequences. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Fake news thrives by manipulating emotions and spreading misinformation, such as exaggerated claims about 

political events or public health issues. For example, false reports about polio vaccines in Pakistan caused distrust 

and delayed eradication efforts. Understanding fake news begins with learning to verify sources and question overly 

sensational content. Schools and communities should emphasize media literacy, teaching individuals to identify 

credible information. Legislative measures, like proposed laws addressing cybercrimes in Pakistan, also aim to curb 

fake news, ensuring societal harmony and protecting public trust in institutions. By promoting transparency and 

critical thinking, societies can resist the pervasive influence of misinformation. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Facebook suspended 30,000 fake accounts during the French elections. 

• Anti-polio campaigns in Pakistan faced significant setbacks due to FN. 

• FN has fueled violence in regions like Kurram. 

 

To Wrap Up, Fake news poses a multifaceted threat to societies globally. Addressing it demands a concerted effort 

from governments, institutions, and individuals. By promoting critical thinking, enacting robust legislation, and 

fostering international collaboration, nations can mitigate its harmful effects. The article functions as a wake-up call 

to prioritize truth and transparency in an age of rampant misinformation. 

5. Assessing Threats 

➢ Summary: 

The escalating threats posed by militant groups like the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Balochistan 

Liberation Army (BLA) highlight the security challenges in Pakistan. According to the Pak Institute for Peace 

Studies, terrorist attacks surged by 70% in 2024, with 521 incidents reported. These groups, supported by factors 

like NATO's leftover weapons in Afghanistan and ideological backing from the Afghan Taliban, have grown 

significantly in strength. The BLA, for instance, has expanded its operational reach with advanced recruitment and 

coordinated attacks, while the TTP attempts to form alliances with other insurgent factions. This dangerous 

consolidation demands a robust and comprehensive strategy encompassing political, diplomatic, and tactical 

measures to restore stability. 

Despite the state’s military actions, including cross-border strikes, militant recruitment and funding pipelines remain 

intact, intensifying internal conflicts and sectarian divisions. The BLA’s operations, particularly targeting security 

personnel and Chinese nationals, coupled with the TTP’s focus on guerrilla warfare, continue to disrupt peace. The 

lack of effective political foresight has enabled these groups to flourish, leaving Pakistan's security leadership 

grappling with an increasingly complex scenario. There is growing public and institutional support for stricter 

counterterrorism measures, but the path ahead requires a cohesive vision and unwavering commitment to address 

the multifaceted challenges. 

➢ Overview: 

This article discusses the rise of militant activities in Pakistan and the challenges faced in countering these threats. 

It investigates the operational strategies of groups like the TTP and BLA, the socio-political factors enabling their 

growth, and the implications for national security. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article examines the escalating security threats in Pakistan, focusing on the growing strength of militant groups 

like the TTP and BLA. It highlights the factors enabling their rise, such as access to NATO's leftover weapons in 

Afghanistan, support from the Afghan Taliban, and socio-political grievances like the missing persons' issue in 

Balochistan. These groups have evolved their operational tactics, with the BLA carrying out coordinated attacks on 

multiple fronts and the TTP attempting alliances with other insurgent factions. The state’s response, including cross-

border airstrikes, has not disrupted the recruitment or funding networks of these groups. The article emphasizes the 

need for a cohesive political, diplomatic, and tactical strategy to address the multifaceted challenges to national 

security effectively. 

➢ Relevant CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Terrorism, insurgency, and national security. 

• International Relations: Cross-border militancy and regional diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Counterterrorism strategies and their effectiveness. 
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• Notes for Beginners: 

This article explains the rise of two major militant groups, the TTP and BLA, that are causing violence in Pakistan. 

The BLA gains support from the frustration of the Baloch people, while the TTP relies on backing from the Afghan 

Taliban and leftover NATO weapons. These groups use different methods, like guerrilla warfare and coordinated 

attacks, to spread violence. The government has responded with military actions, but these efforts haven’t stopped 

the groups from growing. To address these issues, a mix of better politics, diplomacy, and military planning is 

urgently needed. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 70% increase in terrorist attacks in 2024 compared to 2023. 

• 521 incidents of terrorist violence reported. 

• Over 59% of attacks targeted security and law enforcement personnel. 

 

To sum up, the article underscores the urgent need for a multidimensional approach to counter terrorism in Pakistan. 

It highlights the strategic, political, and operational gaps that have allowed militant groups to thrive. For 

policymakers and security analysts, addressing the underlying socio-political grievances and ensuring effective 

implementation of counterterrorism strategies are imperative for long-term peace. 

 

6. Foreign Policy Dilemmas 

➢ Summary: 

In the labyrinth of Pakistan's foreign policy, 2025 presents a host of challenges within a volatile global and regional 

landscape. Escalating tensions between the US and China, wars in Ukraine and the Middle East, and the 

unpredictability of Donald Trump's second term complicate Pakistan's diplomacy. The nation faces pressing tasks, 

including navigating its relationships with China and the US while maintaining neutrality in their rivalry, managing 

worsening ties with Afghanistan and India, and balancing its connections between Saudi Arabia and Iran. These 

hurdles are amplified by Pakistan’s fragile economy, which remains heavily dependent on foreign aid, and an 

uncertain political environment. Despite being a key trading partner and potential source of investment, the US has 

deprioritized Pakistan, focusing instead on strategic partnerships with India to counter China. Meanwhile, relations 

with China, though vital, are strained by security issues concerning Chinese workers and financial disputes, casting 

a shadow over economic projects like CPEC. 

On the regional front, Pakistan’s relations with Afghanistan and India remain fraught with hostility. Airstrikes on 

Afghan soil to counter TTP attacks and Kabul's lack of cooperation have deepened discord, while India's hardline 

stance on Kashmir has left bilateral ties frozen. The diplomatic stalemate reflects Pakistan's precarious position of 

strained borders with three neighbors, including unresolved issues with Iran. Adding to this complexity is Pakistan’s 

new role as a member of the UN Security Council, providing a platform to enhance its global standing but unlikely 

to ease its immediate challenges. With a web of adversities ahead, Pakistan's foreign policy must tread carefully to 

safeguard national interests in a highly polarized world. 

➢ Overview: 

This article dissects the intricate foreign policy dilemmas Pakistan faces in 2025, stemming from global geopolitical 

tensions and regional instability. It highlights the nation's critical need for strategic diplomacy amid fragile 

economic and political conditions. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s foreign policy in 2025 reflects a precarious balance amidst global and regional turmoil. The country’s 

key priorities include managing its relations with the US and China, avoiding entanglement in their rivalry, and 
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addressing the worsening ties with Afghanistan and India. Economic challenges further complicate matters, as 

Pakistan remains dependent on external financial support, particularly from international financial institutions 

influenced by the US. China, while a vital ally, demands increased security for its personnel in Pakistan and 

resolution of financial disputes related to CPEC. Regional tensions are intensified by India’s hardline stance on 

Kashmir and Afghanistan’s inaction against the TTP, leading to diplomatic and military friction. Pakistan’s new 

membership in the UN Security Council offers a platform to elevate its global standing, yet it does not ease the 

immediate challenges of strained relations with neighbors and global powers. These dynamics demand nuanced 

diplomacy and effective policymaking to safeguard national interests. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Global power dynamics, US-China rivalry, Pakistan’s foreign policy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Challenges in regional diplomacy, relations with neighbors, and economic dependencies. 

• Current Affairs: Role in UN Security Council and regional conflicts. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan’s foreign policy in 2025 is shaped by global and regional challenges. Relations with the US are strained 

due to its alignment with India and focus on containing China. Pakistan must tread carefully, balancing its 

partnerships with China, its most reliable ally, and the US, a key trading partner. At the regional level, India’s 

hardline stance on Kashmir and Kabul’s inaction on TTP attacks further complicate matters. Pakistan’s membership 

in the UN Security Council provides opportunities for global influence but does little to resolve immediate concerns. 

These complexities highlight the importance of diplomacy in safeguarding national interests. For instance, a strong 

relationship with China sustains economic initiatives like CPEC, while engaging with the US ensures critical 

financial support. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The US remains Pakistan’s largest export destination. 

• Since 2021, over 20 Chinese nationals have been killed in terrorist attacks in Pakistan. 

• Pakistan recently commenced its two-year term in the UN Security Council. 

 

To wrap up, The article brings light to the precarious crossroads at which Pakistan stands in 2025. The article 

underscores the urgent need for pragmatic diplomacy, economic stability, and strategic foresight to navigate an 

increasingly volatile global and regional environment. These lessons emphasize the importance  

of aligning foreign policy with national interests.  

 

7. Renewable transition 

➢ Summary: 

The climate crisis has disproportionately impacted developing nations like Pakistan, which contributes less than 1% 

to global greenhouse gas emissions but ranks among the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Catastrophic 

events such as the 2010 and 2022 floods have pushed millions into poverty, eroded social resilience, and posed 

significant threats to Pakistan's socioeconomic stability. The urgency to transition to renewable energy is paramount, 

with the World Bank suggesting that just 0.071% of Pakistan’s land dedicated to solar energy could meet the nation’s 

electricity needs. However, Pakistan heavily relies on coal, oil, and gas, which not only increase financial strain but 

also exacerbate environmental degradation. The article underscores the critical need for sustainable urban planning, 

climate-resilient agriculture, and green entrepreneurship to combat these challenges. 
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Renewable energy solutions, such as harnessing solar and wind power, hold immense potential to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions and align Pakistan with global climate goals. Urban transformation through green spaces, public 

transport systems, and rainwater harvesting can also mitigate climate impacts. The article emphasizes educating the 

youth, empowering farmers with modern technologies, and promoting green entrepreneurship as key strategies for 

building climate resilience. With effective policymaking and public awareness campaigns, Pakistan can transform 

its vulnerability into strength by transitioning to sustainable practices and renewable energy, ensuring both growth 

and environmental preservation. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights Pakistan’s vulnerability to climate change, the socioeconomic impacts of recurring natural 

disasters, and the need for renewable energy transition. It proposes actionable solutions such as urban sustainability, 

climate-resilient agriculture, and renewable energy deployment to address these challenges effectively. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's vulnerability to climate change demands a thorough understanding of its socioeconomic impacts and 

potential solutions. Renewable energy offers a significant opportunity, with solar and wind power being critical for 

reducing dependency on fossil fuels. Urban planning strategies, such as increasing green spaces, enhancing public 

transport, and implementing rainwater harvesting, are essential for sustainable development. Additionally, climate-

resilient agricultural practices, including water-efficient irrigation and modern farming methods, play a pivotal role 

in food security and poverty alleviation. International agreements like the Paris Climate Accord should also be 

studied for their relevance to Pakistan's environmental policies and global commitments. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Environmental Science: Renewable energy, climate change, sustainable development. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Climate impacts on socioeconomic stability, national energy policies. 

• International Relations: Paris Climate Agreement, global environmental diplomacy. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan faces severe challenges due to climate change, including devastating floods and rising poverty, despite 

contributing minimally to global emissions. To combat these issues, renewable energy like solar panels and wind 

farms is vital, as they provide clean and sustainable energy solutions. Urban areas need to adopt environmentally 

friendly practices, such as green spaces, better public transport, and rainwater collection systems, to reduce 

emissions and preserve biodiversity. In agriculture, climate-resilient crops, modern irrigation techniques, and 

education for farmers can ensure food security and protect livelihoods. These measures are critical for building a 

sustainable and climate-resilient Pakistan. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan contributes <1% to global emissions but ranks 5th on the Global Climate Risk Index. 

• The 2022 floods caused $15 billion in losses and affected 33 million people. 

• Only 0.071% of Pakistan’s land is required to meet its electricity needs through solar energy. 

• Thatta wind corridor has a 50 GW potential for renewable energy generation. 

 

To sum up, This article underscores the critical need for Pakistan to transition to renewable energy and sustainable 

development. By adopting innovative technologies, empowering communities, and implementing robust policies, 

Pakistan can mitigate climate change impacts while fostering economic growth and resilience. Time is of the 

essence, and immediate action is crucial to safeguard the nation’s future. 
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8. Prometheus or Dr Frankenstein? 

➢ Summary: 

Manmohan Singh's legacy, as discussed in the article, evokes a dual narrative of triumph and tragedy. As India's 

former Prime Minister and architect of economic reforms, Singh is likened to Prometheus, igniting India's economic 

potential through liberalization. However, his policies, though lauded for catalyzing growth, inadvertently birthed 

a Frankenstein-like middle class, fueling socioeconomic divides and enabling forces that weakened Indian 

democracy. Singh’s tenure also witnessed a complex interplay of cultural depth, exemplified by his family’s 

intellectual and artistic contributions, juxtaposed against his economic policies that empowered oligarchs, leading 

to Narendra Modi's rise to power. This paradox reflects Singh's trajectory as a harbinger of progress yet an unwitting 

architect of challenges that continue to haunt India. 

The article paints a vivid picture of Singh's political and economic experiments, which were set against the backdrop 

of crises such as the Gulf War and the vanishing Soviet market. While Singh's liberalization policies helped stave 

off economic collapse, they also eroded democratic foundations, aligning with analysis of IMF-driven reforms. His 

tenure underscores the perils of pursuing progress without addressing systemic inequities. Furthermore, the 

narrative draws parallels between Singh's reforms and the socio-political complexities of other nations like Pakistan, 

cautioning against adopting discredited economic models. Ultimately, Singh's story is a cautionary tale of ambition 

and unintended consequences, leaving a legacy that is as celebrated as it is critiqued. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines Manmohan Singh’s legacy by juxtaposing his contributions to economic liberalization with 

their adverse impacts on democracy and societal cohesion. It highlights his dual identity as a visionary economist 

and an unwitting enabler of political and economic inequality. 

➢ NOTES: 

Manmohan Singh’s legacy reflects the complex outcomes of economic liberalization. While his policies opened up 

India’s economy, driving growth and innovation, they also inadvertently created a middle class that contributed to 

political polarization and weakened democratic values. His tenure highlights the challenges of balancing economic 

progress with inclusivity, as the benefits of liberalization often failed to trickle down to marginalized communities. 

The article underscores the pitfalls of adopting IMF-inspired reforms without addressing systemic inequalities, 

drawing parallels between India’s experience and Pakistan’s current economic strategies. Singh’s story acts as a 

lens to examine the broader impacts of leadership decisions on governance, societal cohesion, and economic equity. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Lessons from economic reforms and their societal impacts. 

• International Relations: The role of global economic policies in shaping national strategies. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Balancing economic progress with democratic values. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Economic liberalization, initiated by Manmohan Singh, refers to policies aimed at reducing government control and 

encouraging private enterprise. This approach boosted India's economy but also widened the gap between the rich 

and the poor. For instance, privatization allowed businesses to thrive, yet many rural and underprivileged 

populations were left behind. The article emphasizes the risks of reforms that prioritize growth over social welfare, 

as seen in IMF-style policies adopted by India and now considered by Pakistan. It illustrates the importance of 

inclusive policymaking to ensure that economic benefits reach every segment of society, preserving democracy and 

preventing socio-political divisions. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Manmohan Singh served as India’s Prime Minister from 2004 to 2014. 

• India's 1991 economic reforms were initiated during a severe financial crisis, involving the pawning of gold 

reserves. 

• Liberalization propelled India’s GDP growth but also increased wealth disparity. 

To sum up, Manmohan Singh's story is a testament to the double-edged nature of reforms, where economic growth 

can inadvertently deepen societal fissures. For policymakers, his tenure offers a profound lesson: progress must be 

inclusive, or it risks undermining the very democracy it seeks to strengthen. 

 

9. Death and Destruction in Gaza: The Ongoing Crisis 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the horrific continuation of Israel’s bombardment in Gaza, which has claimed the lives of over 

46,000 Palestinians since October 2023. Despite efforts for ceasefire negotiations, Israel’s aggression has 

intensified, especially under the support of the U.S. administration. The humanitarian situation has worsened, with 

thousands left homeless and vital health facilities destroyed. The writer highlights that while the Biden 

administration has backed Israel's actions, the incoming Trump administration, which has a more unwavering 

support for Israel, will likely exacerbate the suffering in Gaza. The article points out that a two-state solution is 

becoming increasingly unattainable as Israel continues its military operations with U.S. backing and global inaction. 

➢ Overview: 

The article presents the grim reality of the ongoing war in Gaza, condemning Israel’s military actions and the 

massive loss of life. It criticizes the U.S. for its support of Israel, which has led to the destruction of Gaza’s 

infrastructure, especially healthcare facilities, and left its population in dire conditions. The incoming Trump 

administration is expected to provide even more support to Israel, further diminishing the prospects for peace and 

the possibility of a two-state solution. The piece of writing argues that Israel’s actions, which could be classified as 

war crimes, are sustained by American political backing and international indifference. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article’s focus on the U.S.-Israel relationship and the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza is essential for 

understanding the complex dynamics of Middle Eastern conflicts. The call for a two-state solution, alongside the 

lack of international intervention, is an important topic in contemporary political discourse. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: The article is relevant to the study of international conflicts, alliances, and the role 

of superpowers in peace processes. 

• Pakistan Affairs: This ties into Pakistan's foreign policy stance on the Gaza conflict and broader Middle 

Eastern geopolitics. 

• Human Rights and International Law: The article discusses potential war crimes and the destruction of 

healthcare systems, touching on human rights violations and international legal frameworks. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses the ongoing conflict in Gaza, highlighting the overwhelming destruction caused by Israel's 

military actions. The writer emphasizes the devastating impact on the Palestinian population, including the loss of 

life, particularly among children, and the destruction of vital infrastructure like homes and healthcare facilities. The 

situation is exacerbated by Israel’s refusal to agree to a ceasefire, despite international calls for peace. The incoming 

U.S. administration, under Donald Trump, is expected to provide further support to Israel, which may lead to an 

intensification of the conflict and continued hardships for Gaza's civilians. The article also touches on the broader 
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implications of this support, suggesting that the U.S. is complicit in the ongoing war and its consequences for the 

Palestinian people, including their displacement and lack of basic necessities. It highlights the concept of 

international inaction, where global powers, particularly the U.S., have allowed Israel to continue its military 

aggression without facing significant consequences. The idea of a two-state solution, which would provide a 

separate Palestinian state alongside Israel, is dismissed by the article, painting a bleak picture for the future of peace 

in the region. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 46,000 Palestinians have died since October 2023 due to the conflict. 

• 18,000 children have been killed, and over 90% of Gaza’s homes have been destroyed according to UN 

data. 

To wrap up, the article paints a grim picture of the ongoing war in Gaza, criticizing both Israel’s military aggression 

and U.S. support for these actions. It stresses that the international community's inaction, particularly from the U.S., 

has allowed Israel to continue its bombardment, making the possibility of a peaceful resolution or a two-state 

solution increasingly unlikely. The writer predicts that under the Trump administration, the U.S. will further 

embolden Israel, leaving no room for Palestinian self-determination or justice. 

 

10. McNamara Fallacy 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the persistent issue of substandard judicial decisions in Pakistan's legal system, linking it to 

the McNamara Fallacy, where quantitative metrics overshadow qualitative judgment. Despite having a century of 

legal precedents, many judicial decisions, especially those published in law reports, fail to address novel questions 

of law. Instead, they reiterate settled legal principles or produce flawed interpretations, further complicating legal 

jurisprudence. This practice is attributed to judges prioritizing quantity over quality to gain recognition for elevation 

to higher courts. Landmark cases like Marbury v. Madison and Brown v. Board of Education are highlighted as 

examples of qualitative decisions that rely on legal principles rather than excessive citation of precedents. 

The article analyzes the tendency of law reports to publish decisions that contribute little to legal development. It 

emphasizes the need for the judiciary, particularly the Supreme Court and high courts, to recognize and curb the 

McNamara Fallacy to maintain the integrity of law reports. The writer calls for a shift from numerical evaluation to 

a more meaningful assessment of judicial decisions, arguing that this will prevent the dilution of legal standards 

and ensure that only judgments of substantial legal merit are documented. 

➢ Overview: 

The article brings light to the inefficiency of Pakistan's legal reporting system, where emphasis on quantity 

undermines the quality of judicial decisions. It stresses the importance of addressing this issue to preserve legal 

integrity and avoid misleading precedents. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides an in-depth analysis of Pakistan’s judicial reporting system, focusing on the inefficiency caused 

by publishing substandard decisions. It explains the concept of judicial precedent, rooted in the principle of stare 

decisis, and its incorporation into Pakistan’s legal framework under Articles 189, 201, and 203GG of the 

Constitution. The issue lies in the continued publication of decisions that neither address novel legal questions nor 

contribute to jurisprudential progress. The writer highlights the McNamara Fallacy, where quantitative metrics, such 

as the number of cases decided or reported, overshadow the importance of qualitative judgments. This practice not 

only undermines the quality of legal discourse but also leads to confusion in interpreting the law. Judges often 

prioritize numerical achievements over substantive contributions to gain recognition for elevation to higher courts, 
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further exacerbating the problem. The article emphasizes the need for judicial reforms to prevent the publication of 

redundant or flawed decisions and maintain the integrity of law reports. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Constitutional Law: Judicial precedents and Articles 189, 201, and 203GG of the Constitution. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Decision-making and efficiency in judicial systems. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Evolution of legal systems in Pakistan. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Judicial precedent means that courts follow past decisions to ensure consistency in legal rulings. However, many 

published decisions in Pakistan fail to contribute new observations and simply repeat existing laws. This problem, 

influenced by the McNamara Fallacy, leads to inefficient legal practices. Judges often prioritize quantity over 

quality to gain promotions, undermining the legal system. For instance, cases like Marbury v. Madison focuses on 

principles rather than repeating past decisions, setting a standard for quality judgments. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Articles 189, 201, and 203GG of Pakistan's Constitution uphold judicial precedents. 

• Law Reports Act, 1875 mandates that only significant judgments should be published. 

• Over a century of litigation has failed to settle basic legal principles like civil revisions. 

To wrap up, The article calls for urgent judicial reforms to prevent the dilution of Pakistan’s legal standards. By 

addressing the McNamara Fallacy and focusing on qualitative decisions, the judiciary can enhance its credibility 

and ensure that law reports reflect substantial legal progress. This shift is vital for the consistent evolution of 

Pakistan's legal system. 

 

 

11. A Six-Million-Dollar Banana? 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks deeply into the intriguing phenomenon of value determination, exploring how mundane items like 

a banana or even a piece of excrement attain astronomical prices due to rarity, artistic innovation, or market 

dynamics. Using the example of a $6 million banana duct-taped to a wall by artist Maurizio Catellan, the writer 

discusses historical and modern theories of value, from Aristotle's "value in use" and "value in exchange" to Keynes' 

analogy of the stock market as a beauty contest. The role of publicity, rarity, and social perceptions is emphasized, 

questioning the fairness of distribution and the ethical implications of disproportionate payoffs in capitalist systems. 

Further, the article juxtaposes economic theories with practical instances, like the outrage over the exclusion of a 

banana vendor from the profits of Maurizio's art. It highlights the growing divide in economic systems where 

creativity and branding overshadow traditional value chains. The story prompts reflections on wealth inequalities, 

the evolving nature of value, and the ethical dimensions of economic transactions. The inclusion of Bitcoin's rise as 

an intangible asset adds another layer to the discourse on value formation in a modern, digital economy. 

➢ Overview: 

The article scrutinizes the complex and subjective nature of value in economics, presenting examples that challenge 

traditional theories. It balances intellectual exploration with ethical considerations, offering insights into how 

societal perceptions and branding reshape value in contemporary contexts. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides critical analysis of the complexities of value determination in economics, blending historical 

theories with contemporary examples. It explores Aristotle's concepts of "value in use" and "value in exchange," 

which continue to shape economic thought, and Keynes’ analogy of the stock market as a beauty contest. Through 
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real-life cases like Maurizio Catellan’s $6 million duct-taped banana and the Viking excrement valued at $39,000, 

the discussion underscores how rarity, innovation, and branding significantly influence value. Ethical dilemmas 

related to wealth distribution, as seen in the exclusion of the banana vendor from profits, highlight systemic 

inequalities in modern capitalism. The rise of Bitcoin, an intangible asset, further illustrates the evolving nature of 

value in a digital economy, questioning conventional metrics and emphasizing the need for fairness in economic 

systems. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Economics: Theories of value, wealth distribution, minimum wage laws. 

• Current Affairs: Income inequality, Bitcoin's impact on the global economy. 

• Philosophy: Ethical dimensions of value and contribution. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Value in economics is not just about price but also about perception, rarity, and utility. For example, a duct-taped 

banana sold for $6 million because of its unique presentation by a renowned artist, Maurizio Catellan. Similarly, a 

piece of ancient Viking excrement holds value for its rarity and historical observations. These cases show how 

branding, context, and rarity can make ordinary things extremely valuable. Another example is Bitcoin, a digital 

currency worth thousands of dollars despite having no physical form, valued purely for its market demand and 

innovation. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• $6 million: The price of a duct-taped banana. 

• $39,000: Value of a 9th-century Viking excrement piece. 

• 2009: Year Bitcoin was introduced, now valued at up to $100,000 per unit. 

To wrap up, This article works as a thought-provoking exploration of value creation, highlighting how societal 

constructs and economic systems dictate worth beyond mere utility. It challenges traditional notions, emphasizing 

the interplay between creativity, market forces, and ethical considerations in a globalized economy. 

12. The Talented Mr Musk 

➢ Summary: 

Elon Musk’s remarkable evolution from a tech entrepreneur to a significant political figure as head of the 

Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) under the Trump administration marks an unprecedented alliance 

of political and economic power. Musk’s techno-libertarian philosophy aims to drastically reduce government size 

by $2 trillion while promoting unregulated markets and technological solutions. His influence, however, raises 

concerns about democracy, as it amplifies corporate power and weakens state institutions. The article analyzes 

Musk’s libertarian worldview, which prioritizes technology and competition over social welfare, with parallels 

drawn to Darwinian ideas of survival of the fittest. 

Despite Musk's ambitions, challenges loom large, including his conflicting pro-China ties amid rising US-China 

tensions and the Trump administration’s strategy to strengthen state control through protectionist policies. The 

article foresees private corporations influencing politics further, likening their role to sponsorships in sports. While 

Musk’s role symbolizes the rise of techno-libertarians, it warns of potential threats to democracy, inequality, and 

the balance of power within the political system. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines Elon Musk’s growing political influence and his techno-libertarian ideals, which prioritize 

market freedom and technological solutions at the cost of social welfare. It looks into the implications of corporate 

dominance and its impact on democracy, drawing on historical and philosophical parallels. 
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➢ NOTES: 

Elon Musk's influence represents the intersection of technology, economics, and politics. His techno-libertarian 

ideals advocate for minimal government intervention, promoting unregulated markets and technological solutions 

to global challenges. However, these ideas come at the cost of social welfare programs like Medicaid, which Musk 

targets under the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE). His partnership with Donald Trump signals a 

shift where corporate influence over political processes grows stronger, raising concerns about democracy and the 

balance of power. The article highlights how Musk's ambitions may face hurdles, such as his pro-China stance and 

the Trump administration's protectionist policies, which conflict with his vision of a smaller government. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US-China relations, role of tech entrepreneurs in global politics. 

• Current Affairs: Impact of corporate influence on democracy, US elections, and governance. 

• Political Science: Theories of libertarianism and the evolution of democracy. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Musk's role reflects how technological advancement intersects with politics. For example, his techno-libertarian 

views emphasize using technology like AI to address problems without government interference. His contributions 

to the Trump campaign demonstrate the growing influence of private funds in shaping political outcomes, much 

like corporate sponsorships in sports. His stance on reducing state welfare programs like Medicaid underscores a 

shift towards individualism, where citizens are encouraged to adapt and survive without relying on the state. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Musk contributed $277 million to Trump’s campaign. 

• The US private prison system generates $4 billion in annual profits. 

• DOGE aims to cut $2 trillion from a $7 trillion federal budget. 

To sum up, The article presents Elon Musk as a trailblazer in politics, blending technological optimism with 

libertarian ideals. However, it raises critical questions about the long-term impact of his influence on democracy, 

state welfare, and global relations. Musk’s techno-libertarian vision offers a double-edged sword—promising 

innovation yet risking inequality and corporate domination. 

13. How To Counter Insurgencies 

➢ Summary: 

This article looks into the complexities of counterinsurgency and counterterrorism strategies, using the ongoing 

insurgencies in Balochistan as a focal point. It examines the differences between insurgent groups like the 

Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), highlighting their evolution in 

operational tactics influenced by the Afghan Taliban's guerrilla warfare strategies. The analysis underscores that 

insurgencies differ from terrorism primarily in their political goals and public support. Scholars like Bard E. O’Neill 

argue that insurgencies seek broader political objectives, often engaging in sustained, large-scale operations, while 

terrorist groups focus on fear-inducing isolated attacks. The article emphasizes the necessity of a comprehensive 

counterinsurgency approach, encompassing public support, socioeconomic reforms, and accurate intelligence, 

while stressing the importance of restoring state legitimacy and addressing grievances to diminish insurgent appeal. 

The writer emphasizes the phased progression of insurgencies, from recruiting support to guerrilla warfare and 

eventually to conventional confrontation. It highlights the significance of addressing root causes like discrimination 

and socioeconomic disparities, particularly in Balochistan, to counter the influence of groups like the BLA and TTP. 

By drawing on historical and academic insights, the article argues that a successful counterinsurgency strategy 

requires not only military tactics but also political solutions and public trust, encapsulating the adage "winning 
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hearts and minds." Failure to adopt such measures, the writer warns, risks perpetuating the cycle of violence, with 

fragile states repeating historical mistakes rather than learning from them. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines counterinsurgency strategies and their application in Balochistan, differentiating insurgencies 

from terrorism based on objectives and public support. It stresses the need for comprehensive measures, including 

public trust, socioeconomic reforms, and intelligence, to address the root causes of insurgencies. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the importance of distinguishing between insurgency and terrorism, focusing on their differing 

political goals, public support, and operational tactics. Insurgencies, such as those led by the Balochistan Liberation 

Army (BLA) and the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), are long-term movements aiming for broader political 

change, often using guerrilla warfare tactics inspired by the Afghan Taliban. Counterinsurgency strategies must 

prioritize restoring state legitimacy, addressing socioeconomic grievances, and winning public trust, as public 

support is critical to dismantling insurgent networks. The three phases of insurgency—latent recruitment, guerrilla 

warfare, and conventional confrontation—illustrate how these groups evolve to challenge state authority. The article 

stresses the need for accurate intelligence, socioeconomic reforms, and an end to discriminatory policies to counter 

the appeal of groups like the BLA and TTP effectively. Addressing root causes, such as missing persons in 

Balochistan, can weaken insurgent influence and foster stability 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Insurgency in Balochistan, state policies, and socio-political challenges. 

• International Relations: Counterterrorism strategies and lessons from global conflicts. 

• Current Affairs: Modern insurgency tactics and their implications. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Counterinsurgency strategies focus on addressing the root causes of rebellion by winning public support and 

addressing grievances. For instance, groups like the BLA exploit socioeconomic issues to garner support. Resolving 

these grievances—such as discrimination and economic disparities—weakens insurgent influence. A good example 

is the need to address missing persons in Balochistan to restore trust. Additionally, insurgencies progress in phases: 

recruiting support, guerrilla warfare, and eventually conventional attacks, as seen with the BLA and TTP. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Balochistan Liberation Army's operations have escalated in sophistication. 

• TTP draws recruits from Afghanistan and refugee communities in Pakistan. 

• Counterinsurgency requires public support, yet policies like discrimination undermine it. 

To wrap up, This article brings light to the nuanced approaches needed to counter insurgencies effectively. By 

focusing on public trust and addressing systemic issues, the state can mitigate the conditions that foster rebellion. 

The writer argues that ignoring these elements perpetuates instability, making comprehensive strategies 

indispensable for lasting peace. 

14. Two Sides Of The Social Media Coin 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the dichotomy of social media’s impact in the modern world, focusing on the unchecked power 

wielded by platforms like Twitter, now rebranded as X under Elon Musk’s ownership. Despite criticism of Musk's 

extravagant purchase and his controversial actions, his influence has grown, merging financial clout with political 

power. This is exemplified by his involvement in U.S. politics, support for H-1B visas, and manipulation of public 

discourse. Similarly, in Pakistan, social media has emerged as a counterforce to the hybrid government’s dominance 

over traditional media, empowering political narratives like that of PTI's Imran Khan. The state's inability to manage 
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or influence social media effectively contrasts starkly with its control of conventional outlets, leaving it vulnerable 

to narratives beyond its grasp. 

Musk’s handling of controversies, such as his comments on immigration and ethnic sensitivities in the UK, 

demonstrates how adept social media managers can deflect criticism and shift focus, even while sparking debates. 

His alignment with far-right European parties has prompted calls for regulatory measures to curb individual 

influence on public opinion, though tangible reforms seem unlikely. The article underscores the urgent need for 

sophisticated social media policies to safeguard democratic structures globally while cautioning against 

authoritarian responses that stifle dissent. 

➢ Overview: 

This article focuses on the power dynamics of social media platforms, highlighting their role in shaping narratives, 

influencing politics, and challenging traditional power structures. It contrasts Elon Musk’s strategic use of X with 

Pakistan's hybrid government’s struggle to counter opposing narratives on social media, stressing the importance 

of expertise and regulation. 

 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the growing influence of social media on politics and governance, both globally and within 

Pakistan. It emphasizes the strategic use of platforms like X for narrative-building, as demonstrated by Elon Musk's 

actions, and contrasts this with the Pakistani hybrid government's struggle to counter opposing narratives 

effectively. The piece of writing underscores the need for expertise in managing social media, as authoritarian 

approaches often fail to address the core issues. It also stresses the importance of regulation and policy reforms to 

safeguard democratic institutions from manipulation and unchecked power. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Current Affairs: Role of social media in governance and politics. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Political narrative-building and governance challenges. 

• International Relations: Global implications of unchecked social media influence. 

• Governance and Public Policies: Regulatory frameworks for social media. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Social media platforms like X amplify opinions, enabling both political leaders and common people to influence 

public discourse. For instance, Elon Musk's support for controversial topics has sparked debates, reflecting the 

power of a single individual to shape opinions. Similarly, in Pakistan, social media has helped PTI gain traction, 

bypassing the state's control over traditional media. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Musk acquired Twitter for $44 billion in 2022. 

• PTI leveraged social media to secure major seats in Pakistan's last election. 

• Social media accounts for 63% of global internet users' political news consumption. 

To sum up, The article highlights the dual-edged nature of social media, emphasizing its potential to democratize 

information while warning of the risks of manipulation. It underscores the necessity for governments to adopt 

informed, non-authoritarian approaches to managing this dynamic medium, ensuring it remains a tool for progress 

rather than a threat to stability. 
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15. Dealing with the Taliban 

➢ Summary: 

The article critically examines Pakistan’s evolving policy toward the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, highlighting 

its strategic miscalculations and the growing security threat posed by the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Initially, 

Pakistan’s policymakers hoped the Taliban’s return to power would stabilize the western border. However, the 

Taliban’s unwillingness to act against the TTP enabled the group to reorganize, leading to an escalation in cross-

border terrorist attacks. The TTP, benefiting from its close ties with the Afghan Taliban and supported by 

Afghanistan’s intelligence agency, has carried out increasingly audacious attacks on Pakistani forces. Despite 

coercive measures like airstrikes and trade restrictions, Pakistan’s policy yielded limited success. The article 

underscores Pakistan’s shift toward a carrot-and-stick strategy that combines diplomatic engagement with punitive 

actions to address security concerns. 

The article also explores the complexities of Pakistan’s attempts to reset relations with Afghanistan, including 

economic cooperation and transit trade agreements. While both sides have shown interest in resolving tensions, the 

TTP issue remains a significant stumbling block. The article concludes by advocating for a regional strategy, urging 

Pakistan to collaborate with China and other neighbors to exert collective pressure on Kabul. This approach aims 

to push the Afghan Taliban to address terrorism concerns and emphasize stability in the region, highlighting the 

importance of balancing incentives and disincentives in foreign policy. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights the precarious dynamics between Pakistan and Afghanistan, focusing on the implications of 

the Taliban’s return to power and the rise of the TTP. It emphasizes the strategic necessity for Pakistan to reassess 

its approach, blending diplomacy with deterrence. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the significant impact of Pakistan's policy towards the Taliban in Afghanistan, underlining 

the strategic misjudgment regarding border security. It highlights how the Taliban's reluctance to curb TTP activities 

has intensified cross-border terrorism, posing severe threats to Pakistan’s stability. Despite adopting coercive 

measures such as airstrikes, transit trade restrictions, and expelling Afghan refugees, Pakistan achieved limited 

success in addressing the security concerns. A notable shift in strategy is observed, combining diplomatic re-

engagement and trade incentives with punitive actions to pressurize the Taliban. The Piece of writing also underlines 

the importance of regional cooperation with China and other neighboring countries to collectively address the 

terrorism challenge emanating from Afghanistan 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Regional security and relations with Afghanistan. 

• International Relations: Counterterrorism and regional diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Challenges posed by the Taliban and TTP. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

This article serves as a practical example of how foreign policy and regional security are interlinked. It illustrates 

the flawed assumption that the Taliban's control over Afghanistan would stabilize Pakistan's western border, as the 

TTP capitalized on the situation to intensify attacks. Diplomatic engagement, such as negotiating trade agreements, 

reflects Pakistan’s effort to foster ties despite tensions, while military actions like airstrikes demonstrate its firm 

stance against terrorism. The carrot-and-stick approach—offering incentives alongside punitive measures—is 

pivotal in international relations, as seen in Pakistan's strategy to influence the Taliban’s behavior. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• TTP has an estimated 6,000-6,500 fighters operating from Afghanistan. 
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• 2024 recorded the highest casualties in terrorist attacks in Pakistan in nearly a decade. 

• Pakistan conducted airstrikes on TTP hideouts in December 2024. 

 

To wrap up, This article is a critical resource for understanding Pakistan-Afghanistan relations and the challenges 

of regional security. It underscores the need for comprehensive strategies that combine diplomatic, economic, and 

military measures to address terrorism. 

 

 

16. As Stags Dazzled By Headlights 

➢ Summary: 

The world stands frozen, much like a stag in the headlights, as it hurtles towards self-inflicted catastrophes. From 

the fires of Los Angeles to the genocide in Gaza, these tragedies are symbolic of humanity's reckless disregard for 

nature and ethics. Nations, including Israel, driven by imperialist ambitions and a history of divine or racial 

exclusivity, perpetuate cycles of violence and ecological abuse. The article probes the global dependence on 

militarism and exploitation, underscoring that even major powers like the U.S. prioritize shifting political whims 

over stable global policies. In India, state-backed corporates seize natural resources, displacing vulnerable 

populations, while the melting Himalayan ice and water-sharing disputes further heighten regional tensions. The 

article uses Trump’s impending return as a lens to critique imperialism, climate negligence, and the hypocrisy of 

global governance, which remains unprepared for crises. 

Global governance, the article suggests, is trapped in the oscillation between two extremes. The outgoing U.S. 

administration’s role in Gaza’s genocide and Ukraine’s conflict highlights imperialist complicity, while Trump’s 

return promises chaos with divisive policies. South Asia’s geopolitical future hangs in the balance, with nations 

navigating Sino-U.S. rivalries and BRICS ambitions. Pakistan, for instance, is weighed down by its dependence on 

global powers, while India miscalculates its proximity to U.S. politics. The parallels between global politics and 

Greek tragedies are haunting, with humanity risking its survival by clinging to archaic systems of power. The 

speeding milk van, symbolic of unsustainable progress, leaves no reprieve for the vulnerable stag—the planet itself. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines the interconnection between global politics, ecological crises, and imperialist ambitions. It 

examines militarism, corporate greed, and the environmental toll of unchecked development, urging a rethinking of 

global priorities. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the interconnectedness of global politics, ecological crises, and imperialist ambitions. It 

analyzes the militarism that perpetuates conflicts like those in Gaza and Ukraine, alongside the environmental toll 

of corporate greed, as seen in India’s exploitation of natural resources. The looming return of Donald Trump is 

analyzed in the context of its potential impacts on international relations, BRICS, and U.S. foreign policy. Regional 

concerns, particularly in South Asia, are explored through the lens of water disputes, climate change, and political 

instability, highlighting the urgent need for sustainable governance and equitable global policies to mitigate these 

crises.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, BRICS, and global power shifts. 

• Environmental Science: Climate change and ecological degradation. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Water-sharing disputes and regional geopolitics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 
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This article explores how human activities are leading to crises. For example, corporate greed in India exploits 

natural resources, harming locals and worsening climate problems like glacier melting. Similarly, in Gaza, violence 

is linked to imperialist ambitions that prioritize power over peace. The world’s dependency on guns and outdated 

systems prevents progress on critical issues like climate change. Even global powers like the U.S. are caught in 

political chaos, with leaders like Trump focusing on their interests rather than global well-being. South Asia, 

particularly Pakistan, faces risks like water disputes and political instability, which demand urgent action to avoid 

further crises. 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 22 million children are out of school in Pakistan, as mentioned in related stories, reflecting systemic 

neglect. 

• The U.S. is one of the largest emitters of greenhouse gases, contributing significantly to global warming. 

• India’s water disputes with Pakistan over the Indus Basin aggravate regional tensions, affecting millions. 

 

To wrap up, The article works as a wake-up call, exposing the dire consequences of imperialism, ecological neglect, 

and political incompetence. It urges nations, particularly in South Asia, to prioritize sustainable development and 

equitable policies to escape the looming chaos of a fragmented global order. 

 

17. Credibility Crisis 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks into the evolving dynamics of media credibility in an era dominated by social media. Traditional 

or legacy media faces a growing crisis, with its credibility eroded due to biased reporting, reduced investments in 

investigative journalism, and increased censorship. Social media, although criticized for spreading misinformation, 

has gained prominence by filling the information gap left by mainstream media. Platforms like podcasts and social 

networks provide alternative spaces for public discourse, challenging the monopoly of traditional newsrooms. The 

writer emphasizes that mainstream media’s dependence on opinions rather than facts, along with state-imposed 

restrictions, has driven audiences toward unregulated digital platforms, where diverse and uncensored content 

thrives. 

The article analyzes the state’s approach to countering fake news by emphasizing control rather than fostering 

credible journalism. It argues that only independent, fearless reporting can restore trust in mainstream media. 

Furthermore, it highlights the historical role of robust journalism in shaping national and international narratives, 

such as during the Kargil conflict and the Swat operations. The writer stresses that credibility is a two-way street: 

the state’s legitimacy hinges on a credible media, and without addressing these fundamental issues, efforts to curb 

social media’s influence will remain ineffective. 

➢ Overview: 

This article explores the intersection of media, censorship, and public trust, highlighting how social media has 

emerged as a powerful alternative to biased and controlled traditional media. It underscores the need for fearless 

journalism to ensure credibility and counter misinformation. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the declining credibility of traditional media, driven by biased reporting, reduced focus on 

investigative journalism, and state censorship. It highlights how these factors have pushed audiences toward social 

media, which, despite its flaws, functions as an alternative platform for unfiltered discourse. The role of credible 
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journalism is emphasized as essential for countering misinformation and restoring public trust in mainstream media. 

Historical examples, such as the Kargil conflict and the Swat operation, illustrate how robust media coverage has 

shaped national narratives. Additionally, the article underscores the interconnectedness of media credibility and 

state legitimacy, urging reforms to enable independent reporting and reduce reliance on censorship as a 

countermeasure to misinformation. 

 

 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Current Affairs: Media, censorship, and freedom of expression. 

• International Relations: Media’s role in shaping global narratives. 

• Pakistan Affairs: State-media relations and their historical evolution. 

• Governance and Public Administration: Implications of media credibility on governance. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses how traditional media is losing public trust due to biased reporting and censorship. For 

instance, in Pakistan, news channels often avoid reporting freely, pushing people toward social media for unfiltered 

content. Social media platforms, though criticized for misinformation, allow longer, more open discussions, like 

podcasts, attracting audiences seeking alternative perspectives. The article emphasizes that for mainstream media 

to regain trust, it must focus on independent and factual reporting without state interference. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• During the Kargil conflict, India’s private media outpaced Pakistan’s state-owned PTV in influencing global 

and domestic opinions. 

• Social media platforms like X (formerly Twitter) and podcasts are popular alternatives due to their variety 

and open discussions. 

• The Pakistani government frequently blocks social media to control narratives, which backfires by 

increasing public reliance on unverified sources. 

 

To put it simply, This article is a timely reminder of the shifting dynamics between traditional and digital media. It 

stresses the need for credible, fearless journalism to rebuild public trust in mainstream media while cautioning 

against over-reliance on censorship as a solution to misinformation. The narrative highlights the delicate balance 

between media independence and state legitimacy, calling for reforms to empower factual reporting and counter the 

growing influence of social media. 

 

18. Geopolitics of climate change 

➢ Summary: 

The article examines the geopolitics of climate change, highlighting the paradox in Donald Trump’s strategic 

policies. While publicly dismissing climate change as a hoax, Trump’s administration acknowledges its implications 

through strategic moves targeting key geopolitical assets like the Panama Canal, Greenland, and Canada. These 

regions are becoming increasingly vital due to climate-induced vulnerabilities and resources critical to clean energy 

technologies. The United States is employing both military and economic measures to counter Chinese influence, 

as seen in its opposition to Chinese investments in the Panama Canal and Arctic shipping routes. Despite Trump’s 

denial of climate science, his administration’s actions reflect a calculated effort to exploit climate-related 

opportunities while securing global power dynamics. 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

The article also examines how climate change intersects with global security and trade, with the Pentagon labeling 

it a "threat multiplier." Emerging strategies emphasize controlling maritime routes and resource-rich territories to 

counter China’s expanding influence. For Pakistan, these developments pose risks to its maritime trade and strategic 

partnership with China, particularly concerning the Gwadar port under CPEC. The writer calls for regional 

collaboration and sustainable strategies to navigate this evolving geopolitical landscape. 

➢ Overview: 

This article underscores the contradiction between Trump’s climate denial and his administration's strategic actions, 

revealing how climate change is shaping geopolitical strategies. It illustrates the critical role of global trade routes, 

resource-rich territories, and the power struggle between the US and China.  

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the intersection of geopolitics and climate change, emphasizing how nations adapt their 

strategies to secure vital resources and maritime chokepoints. It underscores the United States' strategic focus on 

regions like the Panama Canal, Greenland, and Canada, driven by climate-induced vulnerabilities and critical rare 

earth elements for clean energy technologies. The US-China rivalry is central, with the Pentagon identifying climate 

change as a "threat multiplier" and emphasizing the need to control Arctic shipping routes and strategic waterways. 

Pakistan's reliance on maritime trade, coupled with its participation in CPEC, places it in a precarious position 

amidst these shifting global dynamics. Strengthening regional trade and collaboration is suggested as a way to 

mitigate risks stemming from geopolitical shifts and climate vulnerabilities. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (Global power dynamics, US-China rivalry) 

• Environmental Science (Climate change and geopolitics) 

• Pakistan Affairs (CPEC, Gwadar port, maritime trade vulnerabilities) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Climate change is not just an environmental issue; it also shapes global politics by influencing trade and resource 

control. For example, the Panama Canal, important for global shipping, faces reduced transit due to droughts. 

Greenland, with its melting ice, exposes rare earth elements essential for modern technologies, attracting global 

powers like the US and China. Similarly, Arctic shipping routes are becoming shorter, increasing competition for 

control. Pakistan, heavily reliant on maritime trade, must recognize these shifts and explore regional trade options, 

such as with neighboring countries, to reduce its dependence on volatile global trade routes. This demonstrates the 

need for strategic planning to balance national security and economic stability. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Climate change reduced Panama Canal transit by 36% in 2023. 

• Arctic shipping routes can cut travel time by 40%. 

• China’s shipping through Arctic waters increased by 300% between 2018 and 2023. 

• Pakistan’s maritime trade contributes 95% of its international trade volume. 

 

 

To wrap up, This article reveals how climate change, despite being dismissed by some leaders, is an undeniable 

force shaping global politics and power. By understanding its geopolitical implications, policymakers can better 

address vulnerabilities and adapt strategies to protect national interests. 
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19. Will The Fire Cease? 

➢ Summary: 

After over a year of devastating violence in Gaza, marked by unprecedented ethnic cleansing, a temporary ceasefire 

has been brokered between Israel and Hamas by Qatar. While the truce offers a reprieve to Gaza’s devastated 

population, the ongoing colonial occupation and systematic apartheid persist. Despite mass casualties, widespread 

destruction, and immense suffering, the Palestinian struggle endures, upheld by global solidarity and resistance to 

Zionism and imperialism. The ceasefire highlights both a temporary victory for Palestinian resilience and the 

broader failure of the so-called ‘rules-based international order.’ 

The article examines Israel’s intentions post-ceasefire, suggesting a calculated move to weaken Hamas and impose 

more compliant leadership in Gaza, mirroring the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. The international 

community, disillusioned by imperialism and failing democratic systems, must rally for a just solution. It raises 

critical questions about whether this crisis could catalyze a global movement toward equitable political systems and 

the dismantling of oppressive structures. 

➢ Overview: 

The article explores the aftermath of the ceasefire in Gaza, the resilience of the Palestinian resistance, and the 

broader geopolitical implications of the conflict. It underscores the enduring effects of occupation, systemic 

violence, and the global need to support Palestinian liberation movements. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides an in-depth analysis of the Gaza ceasefire and its implications. It highlights the devastating toll 

of 15 months of violence, with over 50,000 Palestinians killed and Gaza left in ruins. The resilience of the 

Palestinian people and the global solidarity movements supporting their cause are emphasized as critical factors in 

sustaining the struggle against Zionism and imperialism. The ceasefire is portrayed as a temporary pause in the 

conflict rather than a resolution, with ongoing colonial occupation, systemic violence, and apartheid policies still 

firmly in place. The article also analyzes Israel's strategic intent to weaken Hamas and impose a compliant 

leadership, akin to the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Global conflicts and diplomatic interventions. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan's stance on Palestinian issues. 

• Current Affairs: Role of global solidarity in conflict resolution. 

• Notes for Beginners: 

Gaza’s ceasefire is a temporary break in a long-standing conflict between Israel and Palestinians. Over the past 15 

months, Israeli forces caused immense suffering in Gaza, with thousands killed and the area left in ruins. 

Palestinians have fought to survive through resistance, supported by global protests against the violence. However, 

this ceasefire doesn’t end the occupation or the control over Gaza. For example, Palestinians face strict mobility 

restrictions, limited resources, and harsh living conditions. The world must focus on ensuring justice and equality 

for the people of Gaza. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 50,000 Palestinians killed during 15 months of violence. 

• Gaza’s population of 2.5 n resides in an area called the world’s largest concentration camp. 

• Global solidarity protests emerged in over 50 countries. 

To wrap up, This article is a powerful reminder of the human cost of political conflicts and the resilience of 

oppressed populations. It calls for continued global support for Palestine and highlights the urgent need dismantle 

oppressive systems worldwide.  
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20. Never Again 

The article reflects on the devastating impact of Israel's military actions in Gaza and the fragile hope offered by a 

ceasefire. After 15 months of relentless attacks that have killed over 46,000 Palestinians, the temporary truce offers 

a brief respite, allowing Gazans to mourn and attend to their wounds. The ceasefire agreement, brokered by Qatar, 

Egypt, and the US, promises prisoner exchanges, aid, and eventual Israeli withdrawal. However, the sincerity of 

Israel in honoring the truce remains in question, as violence continued even after the announcement. The article 

highlights Israel’s failure to annihilate Hamas despite its advanced weaponry, suggesting that the resilience of the 

Palestinian people in the face of extreme adversity is a significant factor in their resistance. The piece of writing 

also underscores the need for international accountability for the war crimes committed during the conflict, calling 

for thorough investigations and legal proceedings to prevent future atrocities. 

The article emphasizes the long-term solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, advocating for the creation of a 

viable and independent Palestinian state. It criticizes Israel’s territorial occupation and the fragmented, powerless 

status of Palestine, especially in Gaza, where the war’s devastation has exposed the Palestinian Authority's 

ineffectiveness in global advocacy. The article calls for unity among Palestinian factions, including the PLO and 

Hamas, to resist occupation and work toward a sovereign state. It suggests that if Israel resumes its violent tactics, 

Palestinians will continue their struggle for self-determination, irrespective of international pressures or Israeli 

military dominance. 

➢ Overview: 

This article analyzes Israel’s genocidal actions in Gaza and the subsequent fragile ceasefire deal. It stresses the 

importance of international accountability for war crimes and the need for a permanent peace solution through a 

unified, independent Palestinian state. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores the devastating effects of Israel's prolonged military offensive in Gaza, marking a pivotal 

moment in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It discusses how, despite Israel's advanced weaponry and boasts 

of eradicating Hamas, the reality was starkly different. After 15 months of brutal warfare, over 46,000 Palestinians 

have lost their lives, with many more buried under rubble or severely wounded. The article praises the resilience of 

the Palestinian people, noting that even in the face of extreme violence, they refused to relinquish their land. The 

ceasefire, though a temporary relief, brings some hope, allowing the people of Gaza to mourn and care for their 

injured. The editorial stresses that Israel's continued aggression, even after the ceasefire announcement, indicates 

its lack of commitment to peace. The piece of writing also highlights the need for accountability for war crimes 

committed during the conflict, calling for international investigations and legal proceedings to hold perpetrators 

responsible. Ultimately, the editorial argues for a permanent, viable solution to the Palestinian issue, advocating for 

the creation of an independent Palestinian state, with full sovereignty and a unified Palestinian resistance. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Global Peace and Security (e.g., ceasefire agreements, role of international bodies 

in conflict resolution) 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s Foreigsn Policy (e.g., Pakistan’s stance on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article highlights the importance of a ceasefire deal and how it offers a temporary break in the conflict. The 

ceasefire allows the people of Gaza to recover and bury their dead after the massive destruction caused by Israeli 

attacks. In simple terms, it shows that sometimes, despite having a powerful military, even the strongest countries 

cannot completely defeat a determined people. The article stresses that for true peace, Palestine needs its own 

independent state, not isolated territories controlled by Israel. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 46,000 Palestinians have died as a result of the ongoing Israeli military actions in Gaza. 

• Thousands more are buried under rubble, with the number of casualties likely to increase. 

• The ceasefire agreement involves an exchange of prisoners between Hamas and Israel. 

• International efforts to address the war crimes include proceedings at the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

and a genocide case filed by South Africa at the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

• The editorial calls for the creation of a sovereign Palestinian state, free from Israeli occupation, to resolve 

the conflict in the long term. 

To sum up, The article provides a sobering reminder of the consequences of unchecked violence in Gaza and calls 

for a lasting, fair solution to the conflict. It emphasizes the importance of international support for Palestinian 

sovereignty and the need for accountability in addressing war crimes. 

 

 

21. Negotiating With Terrorists 

1. Summary: 

The divide between Pakistan’s military and political leadership on handling the TTP (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan) 

is evident, with the military favoring a coercive approach and politicians leaning toward negotiations. Despite 

attempts to foster dialogue, past negotiations with the TTP have highlighted the absence of preconditions, neutral 

mediators, and cohesive leadership within the group, which has led to recurring failures. Additionally, the Afghan 

Taliban’s ideological ties to the TTP and limited international support further complicate the issue. While China 

may help establish communication with the Taliban’s leadership, neither Pakistan nor Afghanistan has a coherent 

strategy to counter this persistent threat. Lessons from international examples suggest that success requires clear 

preconditions, persistent pressure, and a leadership willing to engage politically. However, Pakistan’s inconsistent 

policies and the TTP’s fragmented structure remain significant obstacles. 

The article draws intuition from Mitchell B. Reiss’s Negotiating with Evil, which emphasizes the necessity of 

evaluating whether a militant group can transition to peaceful politics. Reiss’s analysis of cases like the IRA and 

the Tamil Tigers illustrates that negotiations require time, secrecy, and a strong willingness to compromise, factors 

missing in Pakistan’s context. The TTP’s unrealistic demands and Pakistan’s history of broken promises 

demonstrate that success lies in balancing coercion with identifying viable leadership for political engagement. 

➢ Overview: 

The article underscores the challenges in negotiating with militant groups like the TTP, emphasizing the need for a 

clear strategy and learning from global examples. It highlights the lack of cohesive leadership, trust, and 

international support as barriers to resolving terrorism in Pakistan. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights Pakistan’s ongoing challenges in addressing terrorism, particularly the differing approaches 

of its military and political leadership toward the TTP. The military prefers a coercive strategy, while political 

leaders advocate dialogue, though past negotiations have often failed due to the absence of preconditions, neutral 

mediators, and cohesive leadership within the TTP. The Afghan Taliban’s ideological ties to the group and a lack of 

international support further complicate the situation. Insights from global cases like the IRA and Tamil Tigers, as 

outlined in Mitchell B. Reiss’s Negotiating with Evil, emphasize the need for clear prerequisites, secrecy, and strong 

leadership for successful talks. The TTP’s fragmented structure, unrealistic demands, and Pakistan’s inconsistent 

policies hinder progress, highlighting the importance of learning from international frameworks and leveraging 

regional support, such as China’s influence, to establish effective communication and achieve lasting peace. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Terrorism and counter-terrorism strategies in Pakistan. 

• International Relations: Pakistan-Afghanistan relations and the role of global powers. 

• Current Affairs: Regional security and peace processes. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

This article explains Pakistan's struggle to address terrorism, especially with the TTP. The military wants to use 

force, but political leaders prefer talking to solve problems. However, talks with the TTP often fail because the 

group is divided and doesn’t have strong leadership. The Afghan Taliban support the TTP, which makes things 

worse. Successful talks need rules like stopping violence first and having neutral helpers, but these are missing here. 

Learning from other countries like Ireland and Sri Lanka shows that peace talks need trust, patience, and clear goals. 

Pakistan also needs help from countries like China to talk with the Afghan Taliban and find a peaceful solution. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The TTP comprises various factions, leading to fragmented leadership. 

• International examples, such as the IRA peace process, took decades to yield results. 

 

To wrap up, This article provides a nuanced analysis of Pakistan’s struggle with terrorism, emphasizing the need 

for a balanced approach combining military action and dialogue. Drawing lessons from global frameworks can help 

Pakistan devise more sustainable solutions, but success requires a coherent strategy, international support, and 

effective leadership on all fronts. 

 

 

22. Gaza’s Defiance Spurs Hope 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the enduring resilience of Gaza amidst Israeli aggression, emphasizing the pivotal role of a 

recently brokered ceasefire, achieved with Qatar's mediation and Donald Trump's influence. This agreement mirrors 

the peace deal rejected by Israel in May, with Trump’s strong-arm tactics compelling Netanyahu to concede. The 

article analyzes the U.S. administrations under Biden and Trump for enabling Israeli actions, highlighting their 

policy continuity in supporting Israeli annexation and normalization with Muslim-majority countries through the 

Abraham Accords. The resilience of the Palestinians, despite massive loss, has reignited global awareness of their 

struggle for freedom, while exposing the failures of Western media to address the atrocities in Gaza. 

Hamas’s actions, though controversial, are depicted as a response to the diminishing global focus on Palestinian 

statehood. Gaza’s sacrifices underscore the defiance against oppression, demonstrating the power of human will in 

the face of adversity. While the road ahead remains uncertain, the article underscores the symbolic triumph of Gaza 

in challenging narratives of victimhood and affirming the legitimacy of their struggle for freedom. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights Gaza's defiance under oppressive circumstances, the global political dynamics surrounding 

Palestine, and the resilience of its people. It also sheds light on the hypocrisy of international actors, while portraying 

the sacrifices of Palestinians as a beacon of hope. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article looks into the resilience of Gaza and its people amidst prolonged Israeli aggression, shedding light on 

the recently achieved ceasefire brokered through Qatari mediation and Donald Trump’s assertive diplomacy. It 

examines the United States, both under Biden and Trump, for enabling Israeli annexation and suppressing 

Palestinian statehood aspirations. By exploring the implications of the Abraham Accords, it highlights how these 
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normalization agreements sideline the demand for a two-state solution, prompting Hamas to bring Palestine's cause 

back to the global stage. The sacrifices of the Gazans, including losing homes, schools, and countless lives, are 

portrayed as a testament to their indomitable spirit and determination to resist oppression. Moreover, the article 

underscores the biased role of international media, contrasting it with the bravery of local journalists who exposed 

the atrocities despite risking their lives. Through these themes, the narrative captures the geopolitical complexities 

surrounding Gaza, the enduring struggle for freedom, and the symbolic triumph of resistance against oppression. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, Middle Eastern conflicts. 

• Current Affairs: Geopolitical developments in Palestine and Israel. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Media's role in highlighting global issues. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article shows how Gaza, despite enduring immense suffering, continues to fight for freedom. For example, 

Gazans lost their homes, schools, and hospitals but did not give up. The Abraham Accords are deals between Israel 

and some Muslim-majority countries to normalize relations, which many Palestinians see as ignoring their right to 

a homeland. This highlights how politics often overlook the oppressed. The ceasefire brokered recently, much like 

the May 2023 attempt, underscores how international diplomacy impacts the lives of millions. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 200 journalists killed during the Gaza conflict. 

• Gaza endured a 15-month-long war before the ceasefire. 

• The Abraham Accords normalized Israel’s relations with UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan. 

 

To sum up, The article is a poignant reminder of the human cost of political conflicts and the strength of resistance 

against oppression. Gaza’s resilience, amid overwhelming odds, works as an enduring symbol of hope and justice, 

challenging the global community to acknowledge and act against systematic oppression. 

23. Trump, Act II 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the contentious rhetoric and policies surrounding Donald Trump as he prepares for his second 

term as the US president. Despite his campaign promises to avoid foreign entanglements, Trump’s statements have 

stirred global controversy. He threatened actions such as militarily seizing the Panama Canal and Greenland and 

economically pressuring Canada to become the 51st state. This has alarmed leaders in Europe and beyond, raising 

concerns about a return to US expansionism. Trump’s approach to foreign policy, including his stance on the US-

China trade war and the Gaza ceasefire agreement, hints at unpredictability, which could destabilize the global 

political order. His transactional nature, coupled with an "America First" agenda, points to a turbulent international 

phase, leaving many nations wary of his intentions. 

The article further highlights Trump’s impact on critical geopolitical matters, including the US-China trade 

relations, Middle Eastern dynamics, and the Russia-Ukraine conflict. While Trump claims he can resolve these 

issues quickly, his actual plans remain ambiguous. The potential annexation of the West Bank by Israel, encouraged 

by Trump’s pro-Israel stance, poses a threat to regional stability. Meanwhile, Trump's unpredictable yet pragmatic 

diplomacy with Iran and Russia suggests a mixed approach. As global multilateralism weakens under such 

leadership, the world braces for uncertainty. 
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➢ Overview: 

This article examines the implications of Trump’s provocative policies and their potential to destabilize global 

politics. It discusses his controversial rhetoric, possible shifts in US-China relations, Middle Eastern interventions, 

and the broader weakening of international cooperation under his leadership. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides an in-depth analysis of  the evolving dynamics of US foreign policy under Trump’s leadership, 

highlighting his "America First" agenda and its implications for global diplomacy. It highlights the weakening of 

multilateralism, the intensifying US-China trade tensions, and the precarious balance in Middle Eastern politics, 

including the Gaza ceasefire and Israel's potential annexation of the West Bank. Additionally, Trump’s unpredictable 

stance on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, his transactional approach to diplomacy, and the geopolitical shifts under his 

administration serve as critical areas for understanding contemporary international relations. These topics are 

particularly relevant for aspirants seeking to analyze the broader impacts of US policies on global stability and their 

intersection with Pakistan’s foreign policy challenges. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US foreign policy under Trump, US-China relations, Middle Eastern dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: Global stability and multilateralism. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Impacts of global shifts on Pakistan’s geopolitical positioning. 

Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s foreign policy echoes 19th-century expansionist ambitions, as seen in his threats to annex territories like 

Greenland and Canada, which mirror historical moves like the Louisiana Purchase. His trade war with China, 

characterized by tariff hikes, risks economic instability, much like earlier protectionist policies that disrupted global 

markets. In the Middle East, Trump’s efforts to broker the Gaza ceasefire emphasize the fragility of peace 

agreements, as witnessed with the Oslo Accords. These examples underline how such policies can escalate tensions, 

affect global markets, and challenge peace efforts. Understanding these dynamics helps grasp the complexities of 

international politics. 

Facts and Figures: 

• Trump proposed imposing higher tariffs on China, risking a trade escalation. 

• The Gaza conflict persisted for 15 months before the ceasefire. 

• Trump threatened to rename the Gulf of Mexico and annex Greenland and Canada. 

 

To wrap up, Maleeha Lodhi's article vividly captures the unpredictable nature of Trump’s foreign policy. It raises 

critical questions about global stability, multilateralism, and the potential for heightened geopolitical tensions. The 

narrative underscores the importance of strategic foresight and diplomacy to mitigate the adverse effects of 

such leadership. 

24. The Curious Case Of Trump Invitees. 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks into India’s complex diplomatic dynamics, reflecting on its historical stance of balancing 

relationships with global powers. It analyzes the recent speculation over Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s desire to 

attend Donald Trump’s inauguration, a move that seems diplomatically unwarranted. The piece of writing 

underscores India’s evolving ties with the US, contrasting Mukesh Ambani’s continued rapport with Trump with 

Gautam Adani’s fall from favor, highlighting the intricate web of politics, economics, and individual connections. 

The narrative revisits India’s non-aligned past, emphasizing the loss of diplomatic dignity and the transactional 

nature of contemporary international relations, particularly under the Modi administration. 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

The writer traces India’s historical diplomatic ethos, rooted in Nehruvian values, and juxtaposes it with current 

trends of economic lobbying and political opportunism. Recalling Jimmy Carter’s visit to Delhi and the Shah of 

Iran’s tumultuous reception, the article portrays a significant shift from principled diplomacy to politically charged 

engagements. The account of India’s reaction to US leaders over decades underscores the erosion of mutual respect 

in favor of financial and strategic calculations. In essence, the article laments the abandonment of India’s once-

proud diplomatic identity. 

➢ Overview: 

The article reflects on India's shift from its traditional non-aligned, principled diplomatic approach to a transactional 

and politically driven foreign policy. It analyzes the Modi government’s prioritization of economic and political 

gains over diplomatic dignity. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights India’s evolving diplomatic stance, contrasting its non-aligned, principled approach under 

Nehru with the current politically driven engagements under Modi. It underscores the transactional nature of 

contemporary diplomacy, where economic lobbying plays a pivotal role. Instances like Mukesh Ambani’s 

maintained rapport with US administrations and Gautam Adani’s fall from favor are used to depict the intersection 

of business and politics in shaping foreign relations. The piece of writing analyzes the erosion of India’s diplomatic 

dignity, reflecting on historical events such as the Shah of Iran’s visit and Jimmy Carter’s reception to illustrate how 

diplomacy has shifted from a focus on mutual respect to financial and strategic calculations. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Comparative observations into regional diplomacy. 

• International Relations: Role of diplomacy, economic lobbying, and global alliances. 

• History and Political Science: India's non-aligned movement and its evolution. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

India’s non-aligned movement during the Cold War aimed to maintain neutrality between superpowers like the US 

and USSR, ensuring independence in foreign policy. For instance, the Non-Aligned Movement was established to 

avoid alignment with major global conflicts. However, the current approach appears transactional, where ties are 

influenced by economic interests, exemplified by Mukesh Ambani’s close relations with US leaders despite India’s 

economic struggles. Diplomatic dignity, once a hallmark of India’s global interactions, has been overshadowed by 

economic lobbying and politically charged engagements, signaling a significant departure from the values of 

Nehruvian diplomacy. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Mukesh Ambani continues robust ties with the US, unlike Gautam Adani, who faces legal challenges. 

• India’s non-aligned approach shaped its global image during the Cold War but has shifted toward a West-

leaning stance. 

 

To wrap up, The article critiques India’s transition from a principled, non-aligned diplomatic stance to an 

economically driven, politically opportunistic approach under Modi’s leadership. It calls for introspection to restore 

the dignity of Indian diplomacy, emphasizing the need for balanced, respectful, and strategic international relations. 
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25. A Fleeting Peace 

➢ Summary: 

The fragile ceasefire in Gaza marks a temporary halt to the relentless Israeli bombardment that devastated the 

enclave for over 15 months, leaving more than 46,000 people dead, many of them children. Despite this tentative 

peace, the Zionist regime's unwillingness to end its occupation casts doubts on the truce's longevity. Thousands of 

displaced Palestinians have returned to rubble and loss, while Israeli forces continue to threaten a resumption of 

hostilities. Hamas has quickly reasserted its control, with resistance gaining momentum despite Israel's military 

might, backed by the United States. Diplomatic efforts led by Qatar, Egypt, and the U.S. resulted in a three-phase 

agreement, with the first stage involving a six-week ceasefire and prisoner exchange. However, skepticism abounds 

over Israel's commitment to the deal's second phase, which entails withdrawing forces and beginning reconstruction. 

The ceasefire coincides with Donald Trump’s inauguration as U.S. president, who claims credit for brokering the 

deal while seeking to expand the Abraham Accords. However, the lack of a two-state solution remains a significant 

obstacle to lasting peace. Riyadh’s refusal to normalize ties with Israel until a credible path to a Palestinian state is 

established highlights regional resistance to U.S.-backed initiatives. As Gaza’s population grapples with oppression 

and siege, the prospects of achieving justice and autonomy seem bleak, with international diplomacy falling short 

of addressing the core issue of occupation. 

➢ Overview: 

The article reflects the human cost of the Gaza conflict and highlights the limitations of ceasefires as a tool for 

sustainable peace. It examines the geopolitical maneuvers of global powers and underscores the resilience of the 

Palestinian people despite continued oppression. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article looks into the intricate geopolitics surrounding the Gaza ceasefire, emphasizing the pivotal role of 

international diplomacy involving Qatar, Egypt, and the U.S. It highlights the fragile nature of the truce, which 

comprises a three-phase agreement aimed at a temporary cessation of hostilities, prisoner exchanges, and eventual 

reconstruction. The skepticism surrounding Israel’s commitment to the deal, coupled with the ongoing oppression 

of Palestinians under occupation, underscores the challenges in achieving lasting peace. Furthermore, this article 

discusses the Abraham Accords, U.S. efforts to expand them, and Saudi Arabia’s resistance to normalization without 

a credible path to a Palestinian state, reflecting the complexities of Middle Eastern affairs. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects: 

• International Relations: Middle Eastern geopolitics, U.S. foreign policy, and the Abraham Accords. 

• Current Affairs: The humanitarian crisis in Gaza and its implications. 

• Pakistan Affairs: The country’s stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

A ceasefire, as explained in the article, is a temporary halt in fighting between conflicting parties, with the Gaza 

truce offering six weeks of pause amidst hostilities. The occupation refers to a foreign power's control over a 

territory, exemplified by Israel's presence in Gaza, which continues to deny Palestinians autonomy. The Abraham 

Accords represent diplomatic agreements between Israel and Arab nations to normalize relations, though they face 

hurdles due to unresolved issues like Palestinian statehood. These concepts illustrate the ongoing struggles for peace 

and justice in the region, providing intuition into how international and regional dynamics shape conflicts and 

resolutions. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 46,000 people, mostly children, were killed in the conflict. 

• The truce involves a three-phase process, including prisoner exchanges and reconstruction. 
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26. Unsustainable Stability 

➢ Summary: 

The current semblance of economic stability in Pakistan masks deeper issues threatening its sustainability. While 

foreign exchange reserves appear robust, bolstered by the State Bank's $9 billion purchase from the open market 

and seamless rollovers of debts from China and the UAE, the government’s reliance on expensive commercial loans 

highlights underlying fragility. Recent loans from Middle Eastern banks at high-interest rates underscore the 

precarious nature of this stability. Moreover, the finance minister's declaration of no acceleration in economic 

growth reveals the constraints posed by a delicate external sector. Meanwhile, power tariffs and the cost of doing 

business continue to choke industries, with business leaders demanding relief. 

Pressure is mounting beneath the surface as high-level meetings, industry grievances, and policy constraints collide. 

Sectors like housing and construction clamor for preferential treatment despite the state grappling with a massive 

revenue shortfall of over Rs400 billion. The business community’s push for lowered costs and compliance with 

international human rights obligations, largely driven by the need to maintain GSP+ status, further adds to the 

complexity. These pressures, if mishandled, could unravel the fragile stability, necessitating a balanced, strategic 

approach to maintain economic health without succumbing to populist demands. 

➢ Overview: 

This article analyzes Pakistan's current economic condition, highlighting its unsustainable dependence on external 

loans and the disconnect between apparent stability and underlying vulnerabilities. It underscores the need for 

strategic reforms to ensure economic resilience while addressing industry demands judiciously. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's economic stability remains fragile despite an increase in foreign reserves, primarily achieved through the 

State Bank's $9 billion open market purchase and debt rollovers from China and the UAE. However, the 

government's reliance on expensive commercial loans, such as the $300 million borrowed from a Pakistani bank 

and $1 billion from Middle Eastern banks at high-interest rates, highlights fiscal vulnerabilities. Industries struggle 

with elevated power tariffs and production costs, reducing competitiveness in local and global markets. Meanwhile, 

the government faces a revenue shortfall exceeding Rs400 billion, further complicating fiscal management. The 

business community emphasizes the need for compliance with international human rights obligations to retain GSP+ 

status, vital for exports to the EU. However, demands for sector-specific relief, like preferential tariffs or tax breaks 

for construction, must be balanced with fiscal prudence. Strategic reforms are pivotal to address these issues and 

foster sustainable growth without succumbing to short-term populist measures. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Economics: Fiscal and monetary policies, public debt management, external account stability. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Industrial growth, trade policies, and socio-economic challenges. 

• Current Affairs: Global trade commitments, GSP+ status, and governance. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan's economy faces challenges despite apparent stability. Foreign reserves have increased, yet the country 

depends on costly loans, which strain finances. For example, recent loans from Middle Eastern banks carry high 

interest, adding to the debt burden. Businesses struggle with high production costs, making exports less competitive. 

Resolving these issues requires policy reforms, such as reducing tariffs and providing incentives for industries to 

grow sustainably. Moreover, aligning trade with global human rights standards helps retain GSP+ status, crucial for 

exports to the EU. Practical steps like better resource management and promoting industrial growth can alleviate 

these pressures. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The State Bank purchased $9 billion from the open market. 

• Recent loans include $300 million from a Pakistani bank and $1 billion from Middle Eastern banks at 6-

7% interest. 

• Pakistan faces a revenue shortfall exceeding Rs400 billion. 

To wrap up, This article paints a sobering picture of Pakistan's economic situation, emphasizing the unsustainability 

of current policies. While foreign reserves may look healthy, dependence on costly external loans and industrial 

challenges threaten long-term stability. The government must take pragmatic steps to balance fiscal responsibility 

with industrial support, ensuring sustainable growth without compromising international commitments. 

27. Women & Power 

➢ Summary: 

The evolution of women’s political participation in Pakistan is a tale of courage, transformation, and resilience. 

Since independence in 1947, when figures like Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan and Fatima Jinnah laid the 

foundation for women’s political inclusion, the role of women in shaping Pakistan’s political narrative has grown 

steadily. From Fatima Jinnah’s audacious presidential challenge in 1965 to Benazir Bhutto’s historic rise as the first 

female Prime Minister in 1988, women have continuously defied societal norms. This transformation accelerated 

during General Musharraf’s regime with mandated women’s representation in local governments and the landmark 

election of Dr. Fehmida Mirza as the first female Speaker of the National Assembly. Today, prominent leaders like 

Maryam Nawaz, Dr. Yasmin Rashid, and Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari symbolize how far the nation has progressed, with 

cross-party consensus on critical issues like domestic violence and property rights marking significant milestones. 

Despite these achievements, challenges remain. Rural areas continue to witness limited female voter turnout, and 

women’s representation in decision-making positions is often undermined by patriarchal structures. The 2017 

Elections Act, which mandates women’s inclusion in candidacies and voter participation, reflects a step forward, 

though cultural and systemic barriers persist. The journey of Pakistani women, from the margins to the corridors of 

power, mirrors the broader transformation of Pakistani democracy, demonstrating that lasting change requires the 

normalization of women’s leadership and influence in politics. 

➢ Overview: 

This article looks into the historical and contemporary role of women in Pakistan’s political landscape. It highlights 

pivotal moments, influential figures, and significant reforms that have shaped the journey of women’s 

empowerment in governance, emphasizing both achievements and ongoing struggles. 

➢ NOTES: 

The political inclusion of women in Pakistan has undergone significant evolution since 1947. Early efforts by 

leaders like Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan, who founded the All-Pakistan Women’s Association in 1949, laid the 

foundation for female political empowerment. Fatima Jinnah’s 1965 presidential candidacy was a defining moment, 

challenging both military rule and gender norms. General Ziaul Haq’s restrictive regime saw the emergence of the 

Women’s Action Forum in 1981, which turned opposition into organized activism. The introduction of women’s 

reserved seats in local government under General Musharraf further transformed their role in governance. Notable 

figures like Benazir Bhutto, the first female Prime Minister of Pakistan, Dr. Fehmida Mirza, the first female Speaker 

of the National Assembly, and contemporary leaders such as Maryam Nawaz, Dr. Yasmin Rashid, and Aseefa 

Bhutto-Zardari highlight the strides women have made. Legislative milestones like the Elections Act 2017 and 

policies addressing domestic violence and property rights reflect the progress in recognizing women’s leadership 

and issues. However, challenges remain in rural areas and decision-making spheres, where societal barriers continue 

to restrict full political participation. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Women’s role in politics and societal reforms. 

• Political Science: Evolution of democracy and gender representation in governance. 

• Gender Studies: Women’s empowerment, activism, and political inclusion. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Women’s political journey in Pakistan began with independence, where figures like Fatima Jinnah advocated for 

women’s inclusion. For example, Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan founded the All-Pakistan Women’s Association 

in 1949, paving the way for future generations. General Musharraf’s era marked a turning point with the Local 

Government Ordinance, ensuring women’s representation at local levels. Today, laws like the Elections Act 2017 

aim to increase female political participation, although cultural barriers persist in rural areas. Facts like Dr. Fehmida 

Mirza being the first female Speaker and Benazir Bhutto being the first female Muslim Prime Minister underscore 

the strides women have made in governance. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The All-Pakistan Women’s Association was established in 1949, focusing on women’s political inclusion. 

• Fatima Jinnah contested the 1965 presidential election, marking a pivotal moment for women in politics. 

• The Women’s Action Forum, founded in 1981, emerged as a response to Ziaul Haq’s Islamization policies. 

• General Musharraf’s Local Government Ordinance reserved 33% of seats in local councils for women. 

• Benazir Bhutto became the first female Prime Minister of Pakistan in 1988, a historic achievement in the 

Muslim world. 

• Dr. Fehmida Mirza was elected as the first female Speaker of the National Assembly in 2008. 

• The Elections Act 2017 mandates a minimum of 5% women candidates in general elections and addresses 

low female voter turnout. 

• Recent progress includes cross-party consensus on domestic violence legislation and women’s property 

rights reforms. 

• Pakistan ranked 145 out of 156 countries in the Global Gender Gap Report 2023, highlighting persistent 

challenges. 

To wrap up, The journey of women in Pakistan’s politics is a testament to their resilience and determination. From 

symbolic beginnings in 1947 to substantive roles in governance today, they have continuously redefined societal 

norms. The road ahead lies in dismantling cultural barriers and embedding women’s leadership as an integral part 

of the political fabric. Their evolving role not only reflects progress but also serves as a blueprint for further reforms. 

 

28. Trump’s New World 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks into Donald Trump’s contentious policies during his presidency, emphasizing their global 

ramifications. His restrictive immigration policies, such as curbing H-1B visas, eliminating birthright citizenship, 

and mass deportations, have shaken nations like India, Mexico, and Pakistan. These measures, coupled with his 

protectionist economic stance, including imposing tariffs on countries like China and Canada, underscore a shift 

towards isolationism. Additionally, Trump's provocative rhetoric about acquiring territories like Greenland and the 

Panama Canal highlights an aggressive approach that has alarmed Western allies. The EU and NATO face dwindling 

support, marking a divergence from traditional US alliances. 

Domestically, Trump’s agenda prioritizes tax cuts for corporations and revitalizing manufacturing to bolster 

employment, particularly in rust belt states. However, these policies are perceived as tools of American hegemony, 
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leveraging economic and territorial threats against nations previously unaffected by US interventions. The article 

portrays a grim reality where international relations are overshadowed by protectionism and unilateralism, leaving 

both developing and developed nations grappling with the consequences of this "new world" order. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critically examines Trump's immigration and economic policies, illustrating their global and domestic 

impacts. It highlights the aggressive redefinition of American foreign policy and governance. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump's immigration policies, such as limiting H-1B visas, eliminating birthright citizenship, and increasing 

deportations, directly affect countries like India, Mexico, and Pakistan, which rely on the US for employment and 

education opportunities. His economic protectionism, exemplified by tariffs on Chinese, Canadian, and EU goods, 

aims to revive domestic manufacturing and reduce trade deficits but risks straining international relations. 

Additionally, his disregard for NATO and territorial ambitions, like acquiring Greenland and the Panama Canal, 

signals a shift towards unilateralism and a redefinition of alliances. These policies underscore a broader agenda of 

American hegemony and isolationism, reshaping global economic and political dynamics.  

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics/Subjects: 

• International Relations: Global ramifications of US protectionism. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Immigration and economic policy implications. 

• Environmental Science: Indirect impact through withdrawal from climate accords. 

• US History and Political Science: Analysis of executive orders and constitutional challenges. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s policies, like restricting H-1B visas and deporting undocumented migrants, significantly impact nations 

like India and Mexico. For instance, Indian workers relying on such visas face uncertainty, disrupting families and 

careers. Similarly, imposing tariffs on China reflects economic protectionism, attempting to prioritize US industries. 

Meanwhile, the withdrawal from NATO commitments and territorial claims over Greenland showcase aggressive 

unilateralism. These actions shape a "new world" order, emphasizing America-first policies. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Proposed 10% tariffs on Chinese imports. 

• Reduction in corporate tax from 40% to 15%. 

• Immigration raids target millions of undocumented migrants. 

 

To sum up, The article provides a piercing analysis of Trump's policies, portraying them as a harbinger of an 

isolationist and hegemonic America. These measures pose challenges for global cooperation, highlight 

constitutional dilemmas, and reshape international relations. It underscores the need for vigilant analysis of such 

policies for informed governance and diplomacy. 

29. Our Algorithm-Driven Reality 

➢ Summary: 

The Pakistani government has recently passed the Prevention of Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Act, aiming to 

regulate social media amidst mounting political and digital challenges. This move reflects a global trend, as nations 

like the US, China, and India grapple with controlling digital platforms. While officials claim such measures are 

necessary to stabilize the economy, critics argue they hinder economic growth, particularly in the IT sector, by 

disrupting free data flow and discouraging software exports. The suppression of dissent on social media by silencing 

anti-government content, particularly targeting opposition voices, raises concerns over censorship and the stifling 
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of democratic discourse. The article further highlights international parallels, noting how the US targets TikTok for 

data security concerns and China unapologetically enforces strict content control under its authoritarian regime. 

The article looks into how algorithms manipulate narratives on platforms like X (formerly Twitter) and Facebook, 

subtly curbing the reach of dissenting voices while amplifying state narratives. India, with its vast market power, 

has coerced tech platforms into stringent censorship favoring government agendas, illustrating how digital policies 

can suppress opposition. However, this restrictive approach poses significant threats to the free exchange of 

information. The article paints a troubling picture of an algorithm-driven reality where access to information is 

ostensibly free but heavily tainted by manipulation, challenging notions of transparency and democracy. 

➢ Overview: 

This article critically examines the global phenomenon of governments controlling digital platforms under the guise 

of economic and security concerns. It highlights the ethical dilemmas posed by algorithm-driven realities and draws 

attention to the shrinking space for dissent and democratic freedoms. 

➢ NOTES: 

This article discusses the increasing global trend of governments tightening control over digital platforms to 

safeguard economic and political interests, often at the cost of free expression and democratic values. Pakistan’s 

recent cybercrime law exemplifies such efforts, as it seeks to curb anti-government content but disrupts the IT 

sector, affecting software exports and foreign exchange earnings. Globally, countries like the US target platforms 

like TikTok for alleged data security concerns, while China enforces unapologetically strict digital controls, 

focusing on economic development over political freedoms. India leverages its massive market to impose stringent 

censorship on social media, compelling tech companies to comply with government narratives. The article 

highlights the challenges of balancing governance, technology, and freedom in an algorithm-driven reality, where 

manipulation of narratives impacts both individual voices and broader societal discourse. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Digital diplomacy and algorithmic warfare. 

• Current Affairs: Media regulation in Pakistan. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Censorship and free speech. 

• Economic Affairs: IT sector and software exports. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Governments worldwide are tightening their grip on social media under the pretext of safeguarding economic and 

security interests. For example, Pakistan’s recent cybercrime law is an effort to curb anti-government content, but 

this has disrupted the IT sector and reduced opportunities for earning foreign exchange. Globally, nations like the 

US have targeted platforms like TikTok due to data security concerns, while China unapologetically enforces strict 

digital controls. India, leveraging its market size, pressures social media companies to comply with its censorship 

demands. These developments underline the importance of balancing national security with democratic freedoms. 

Beginners should note how such policies impact free speech and economic growth, shaping international and 

domestic politics. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• China lifted over 800 million people out of poverty in 40 years through strict governance (World Bank, 

2022). 

• India’s IT sector contributes significantly to its foreign exchange reserves. 

• Algorithmic manipulation affects the visibility of dissenting voices, with platforms like X being criticized 

for bias. 
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To wrap up, This article underscores the delicate interplay between governance, technology, and freedom. The 

global trend of restricting social media raises critical questions about democracy and the ethics of algorithmic 

control. Policymakers must find a balance that promotes security without stifling innovation and free expression. 

 

30. Upskilling Future 

➢ Summary: 

The global economy is undergoing rapid transformations, heralding the "decade of upskilling" as traditional skills 

lose relevance. With advancements in technology and shifting work landscapes, many jobs face displacement, while 

new opportunities emerge in areas like technology, green energy, and care work. However, these changes are far 

from uniform, as industries such as clerical services and manual trades witness sharp declines. To navigate this 

dynamic environment, employers must foster adaptability and invest in workforce development, creating 

environments conducive to continuous learning and skill enhancement. This transition is not only a challenge for 

industries but also demands proactive measures from governments and individuals. 

Pakistan, with its youthful demographic comprising 64% of the population under 30, stands at a crossroads. To 

harness this potential, the country must embrace innovative skill development approaches, prioritizing emerging 

fields like AI, big data, and renewable energy. By overhauling conventional education systems and integrating 

apprenticeships, employability courses, and technical training, Pakistan can address its skills gap and align with 

global trends. The article underscores the necessity of strategic action to transform the workforce into a competitive 

and productive asset, ensuring economic resilience and social progress. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the urgent need for upskilling to adapt to rapid technological and socioeconomic changes. It 

emphasizes the importance of addressing the global skills gap and underscores Pakistan’s potential to thrive by 

leveraging its youthful population through modern educational reforms and targeted skill development. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article looks into the transformative nature of the global job market, driven by technological advancements and 

socioeconomic changes, resulting in both job creation and displacement. Fields such as AI, renewable energy, 

fintech, and data analysis are expected to witness rapid growth, while manual trades like clerical work and 

housekeeping are in decline. To address these shifts, organizations must foster adaptability by providing continuous 

learning opportunities. For Pakistan, with 64% of its population under 30, the focus must shift towards modernizing 

skill development through employability courses, apprenticeships, and overhauling the conventional education 

system. This strategy will help bridge the skills gap, align the workforce with global demands, and enhance the 

country’s productive capacity. The emphasis is on transforming workplaces into environments that support learning, 

ensuring workers can navigate the complexities of an evolving job market. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Skill development strategies and youth potential. 

• Economics: Global labor market dynamics and technological impacts. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Workforce management and education reforms. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Upskilling is about learning new skills to keep up with the changing job market. For instance, a traditional farmer 

might learn modern agricultural techniques, or an accountant may adopt software-based tools for financial 

management. The article highlights that emerging industries like AI, green energy, and fintech offer significant job 

opportunities, while older, manual jobs like clerical work are fading. Pakistan’s youthful population presents a 

unique chance to harness talent by focusing on innovative training programs in modern technologies. Adopting such 
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strategies can help the country boost exports, address unemployment, and ensure its workforce is ready for global 

competition. This shift also underscores the importance of workplaces and institutions in supporting lifelong 

learning for better socioeconomic outcomes. 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Global Impact: According to the World Economic Forum, the largest job growth is expected in technology 

and renewable energy sectors. 

• Pakistan’s Youth: With 64% under 30, Pakistan has the potential to be a leading talent hub. 

• Job Decline: Fields like clerical work and housekeeping are predicted to decline significantly. 

 

To wrap up, The article paints a vivid picture of a rapidly evolving global job market, urging governments, 

industries, and individuals to embrace upskilling as a necessity rather than an option. For Pakistan, the path to 

economic resilience lies in modernizing its education and skill development systems, unlocking the potential of its 

youth, and fostering a workforce prepared for future challenges. This is not just a call to action but a roadmap for 

sustainable growth and inclusive progress. 

31. India-Taliban Budding Romance 

➢ Summary: 

India’s recent overtures toward the Taliban mark a significant shift in regional diplomacy, underscoring the 

pragmatism of realpolitik. The meeting between Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and Afghan Foreign 

Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi reflects India’s desire to expand its political and economic influence in Afghanistan, 

particularly through trade via Iran’s Chabahar port. The Taliban, seeking legitimacy and economic support, assured 

India of a balanced foreign policy and non-interference in security concerns. However, this budding relationship 

reveals a stark contrast to India's previous stance, where it once championed sanctions against the Taliban. Pakistan, 

having initially welcomed the Taliban’s return, now finds itself watching warily as its ideological allies engage with 

its regional rival. The geopolitical landscape suggests that India’s strategic maneuvering is aimed at 

counterbalancing Pakistan’s influence in Afghanistan while securing its own economic and security interests. 

Historically, India has shifted alliances in Afghanistan to serve its interests, from supporting Soviet-backed regimes 

to backing the Northern Alliance against the Taliban. Its engagement now, despite the Taliban’s contentious human 

rights record, signals an effort to maintain relevance in Afghanistan, especially as Western nations remain 

disengaged. However, India’s deep ties with the U.S. and the Taliban’s reliance on the China-Russia-Iran-Pakistan 

bloc could complicate deeper cooperation. While India seeks to leverage economic partnerships, the Taliban must 

tread carefully to avoid alienating Pakistan, which has traditionally played a pivotal role in Afghan affairs. In this 

evolving game of chess, each move is calculated, with Afghanistan remaining the board where regional ambitions 

collide. 

➢ Overview: 

India’s engagement with the Taliban signifies a shift in regional power dynamics, highlighting the role of 

pragmatism in foreign policy. The Taliban, despite their hardline stance, are seeking economic opportunities, while 

India is positioning itself as a key player in Afghan affairs. However, the deep-rooted geopolitical rivalries, 

particularly with Pakistan, make this an intricate diplomatic dance where realpolitik overshadows ideology. 

➢ NOTES: 

India’s diplomatic engagement with the Taliban underscores its strategic interest in Afghanistan, primarily through 

economic leverage and regional positioning. The Taliban’s pragmatic approach, balancing relationships with India 

and Pakistan, exemplifies realpolitik. The historical shifts in India’s Afghan policy, from supporting the Soviet-
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backed regime to engaging with the Northern Alliance and now the Taliban, reflect its adaptability. Pakistan, despite 

its initial expectations from the Taliban, faces a strategic challenge as India strengthens its foothold. Additionally, 

the role of global powers such as China, Russia, and the U.S. adds complexity to the evolving scenario.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s foreign policy and regional security concerns. 

• International Relations: Realpolitik in diplomatic engagements, India-Afghanistan-Pakistan relations, and 

regional power play. 

• Current Affairs: Economic diplomacy, Chabahar port trade, and India’s strategic positioning in Afghanistan. 

➢ Notes for beginners: 

India is trying to build stronger ties with the Taliban government in Afghanistan, despite previously opposing them. 

The Taliban, needing economic support, are open to India’s offers, especially in trade through the Chabahar port. 

However, this situation is tricky because Pakistan, which once supported the Taliban, is now uneasy about their 

growing friendship with India. This is a classic example of realpolitik, where countries make decisions based on 

benefits rather than ideology. For instance, India once called the Taliban terrorists but now sees them as potential 

allies to counter Pakistan’s influence. Similarly, the Taliban must carefully balance their relations with both India 

and Pakistan to avoid losing support from either side. This shifting game of alliances is common in international 

politics, where nations prioritize their interests over past conflicts. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• On January 8, 2025, India’s Foreign Secretary met Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister in Dubai to discuss 

diplomatic and trade relations. 

• India has historically adjusted its Afghan policy, supporting different regimes based on its strategic interests, 

from the Soviet-backed government to the Northern Alliance. 

• India aims to enhance trade through Chabahar port, but high transportation costs have been a challenge. 

• The Moscow format, including Russia, China, Iran, and Pakistan, holds greater influence in Afghan affairs, 

making India’s engagement more complex. 

• The U.S. has deprioritized Afghanistan in its foreign policy, giving India an opening to increase its regional 

influence. 

 

To wrap up, The Indo-Taliban engagement exemplifies the shifting nature of global diplomacy, where national 

interests take precedence over ideological commitments. India’s calculated approach aims to secure economic and 

strategic advantages in Afghanistan, while the Taliban seek legitimacy and economic relief. Pakistan, once hopeful 

about the Taliban’s rise, now faces a diplomatic dilemma. This evolving geopolitical game highlights the fragile 

nature of alliances, where every move is dictated by national interest rather than historical ties. The coming months 

will test the Taliban’s ability to navigate these competing influences without alienating key regional players. 
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32. Climate Revenue & Investments 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan's economic and climate resilience hinges on active private sector participation, yet the country lacks a 

coherent framework to mobilize domestic revenue and attract climate investments. While the private sector has the 

potential to drive sustainability, regulatory and fiscal policies remain outdated, failing to integrate carbon taxation, 

emissions trading, and climate-smart subsidies. The government’s reliance on public finance alone is unsustainable, 

with climate finance needs projected at $348 billion by 2030. Without private sector inclusion, Pakistan will struggle 

to meet its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) targets under the Paris Agreement. The World Bank and 

ADB emphasize that structured reforms, including carbon pricing and climate-aligned taxation, could generate 

billions annually, reducing dependence on external loans. However, Pakistan continues to rely on traditional, small-

scale grants and concessional loans, limiting its ability to develop large-scale sustainable projects. 

The lack of private sector engagement stifles climate innovation, leaving Pakistan vulnerable to increasing 

environmental and economic crises. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) could bridge the financial gap, yet 

bureaucratic hurdles and policy inertia prevent their effective implementation. International models, such as India’s 

$10 billion climate-resilient infrastructure PPPs, highlight the missed opportunities Pakistan faces due to its 

inefficient regulatory framework. Meanwhile, potential revenue streams like carbon trading remain untapped, 

despite Pakistan’s renewable natural capital being valued at $474 billion. Strengthening green banking guidelines, 

incentivizing sustainability-linked investments, and integrating climate finance policies into national budget 

planning could unlock private investments and accelerate low-carbon development. If Pakistan fails to capitalize 

on these opportunities, it risks severe economic setbacks, infrastructure collapse, and worsening climate 

vulnerability, demanding immediate policy overhauls. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights the critical role of the private sector in Pakistan’s climate financing and economic 

sustainability. Despite its potential, structural inefficiencies and outdated fiscal policies hinder climate-smart 

investments, making Pakistan heavily dependent on public financing. The article underscores the urgency of 

reforming taxation policies, enhancing public-private collaborations, and leveraging carbon markets to mobilize 

climate finance. Without immediate policy shifts, Pakistan faces an impending financial and environmental crisis. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s economic survival is intrinsically linked to climate resilience, requiring a shift from state-led financing 

to private sector-driven investments. The failure to integrate climate finance strategies into national policies 

weakens economic stability, while excessive reliance on external funding creates long-term vulnerabilities. The 

article stresses the significance of carbon taxation, green banking reforms, and emissions trading as viable solutions. 

With an estimated $380 billion in climate-related losses by 2050, policymakers must prioritize sustainable economic 

policies, strengthening partnerships between the government and private enterprises. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Environmental Science: Climate finance, emissions trading, carbon taxation, sustainability policies 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic sustainability, public-private partnerships, fiscal policy reforms 

• International Relations: Paris Agreement, global climate finance mechanisms, investment strategies 

➢ Notes for beginners: 

Just as a household cannot rely solely on borrowing to sustain itself, Pakistan's dependence on external loans for 

climate financing is unsustainable. If a factory pollutes the environment without paying a tax, it gains an unfair 

economic advantage—carbon taxation ensures industries contribute fairly to environmental protection. Public-
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private partnerships are like group projects where diverse skills produce better results, yet Pakistan’s climate 

policies remain isolated within government control. India successfully raised $10 billion through climate-resilient 

PPPs, while Pakistan struggles due to bureaucratic inefficiencies. Similarly, Pakistan’s renewable energy sector, 

valued at $474 billion, remains underutilized, much like a fertile field left uncultivated. Without urgent reforms, the 

nation risks not only economic stagnation but also intensified climate disasters. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan requires $348 billion for climate finance by 2030 (World Bank). 

• Projected losses due to climate inaction could reach $380 billion by 2050 (UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth 

& Development Office). 

• Private sector climate finance could add 1.5% to GDP annually (State Bank of Pakistan). 

• Structured subsidy reforms could save $2 billion annually. 

• A carbon tax could generate $2-3 billion per year. 

• India's PPP model raised $10 billion for climate-resilient infrastructure. 

• A well-regulated carbon market in Pakistan could yield $1.5 billion annually. 

• Pakistan’s renewable natural capital is valued at $474 billion (13.6% of national wealth). 

 

 

To wrap up, The article paints a stark picture of Pakistan’s climate finance shortcomings, emphasizing the need for 

immediate reforms. A country ignoring the private sector’s role in climate action is akin to a ship sailing without a 

compass—it will eventually drift into disaster. By tapping into emissions trading, restructuring subsidies, and 

adopting green financial policies, Pakistan can pave the way for a sustainable future. However, continued inaction 

will only deepen economic vulnerabilities, pushing the nation towards an irreversible climate crisis. 

 

33. Lebensraum 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks into the resurgence of pre-Westphalian diplomacy under Donald Trump’s administration, 

emphasizing how modern geopolitics mirrors historical territorial ambitions. The 1648 Treaty of Westphalia 

established state sovereignty, but Trump's policies challenge this notion, evident in his audacious proposal to 

purchase Greenland. Historical precedents, such as the Louisiana Purchase and Alaska’s acquisition, underscore the 

longstanding practice of territorial expansion. However, Greenland’s strategic significance extends beyond real 

estate—its vast mineral resources and location make it a focal point for global superpowers like Russia, China, and 

the U.S. Despite its autonomy under Danish rule, Greenland lacks military protection, making it susceptible to U.S. 

influence. The article warns that should the U.S. pursue annexation through economic coercion or political 

maneuvering, Denmark may struggle to resist without NATO’s robust support, mirroring the fate of other vulnerable 

territories throughout history. 

The article further explores how such expansionist tendencies could inspire other global leaders, particularly India, 

to reconsider territorial acquisitions through financial deals rather than direct conflict. It draws parallels with 

historical transactions, including the British sale of Kashmir to Gulab Singh and Pakistan’s purchase of Gwadar 

from Oman. The underlying argument suggests that Trump’s actions could set a dangerous precedent, where 

economic might supersedes diplomatic conventions. While territorial exchanges are not new, the article highlights 

the erosion of international norms that uphold national sovereignty, questioning whether financial power should 
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dictate geopolitical boundaries. Ultimately, it paints a picture of a world where economic leverage, rather than 

military conquest, becomes the dominant tool for expansionist policies. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critically examines the shift in global power dynamics, where economic influence challenges established 

notions of sovereignty. By revisiting historical land acquisitions and comparing them to contemporary geopolitical 

strategies, it highlights how financial transactions are increasingly becoming a tool for territorial expansion. The 

case of Greenland illustrates the vulnerabilities of smaller nations against global superpowers, emphasizing the 

broader implications for international diplomacy. 

➢ NOTES: 

This article discusses the transformation of diplomacy, shifting from sovereignty-based governance to economic 

coercion. The case of Greenland exemplifies how modern superpowers exert influence through strategic 

acquisitions rather than military invasions. The discussion on India's potential purchase of Azad Jammu & Kashmir 

ties into South Asian geopolitics, a critical area for CSS preparation. Understanding these dynamics is essential for 

analyzing global power shifts, the role of international organizations, and the strategic importance of economic 

policies in territorial disputes. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (Westphalian Sovereignty, Territorial Integrity, Global Power Shifts) 

• Political Science (Diplomacy, State Sovereignty, Historical Precedents) 

• Pakistan Affairs (Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Strategic Assets like Gwadar) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Throughout history, powerful countries have expanded their territories either by war or by purchasing land. The 

U.S. bought Louisiana from France, Alaska from Russia, and even considered buying Greenland from Denmark. 

Trump’s interest in Greenland is not just about land—it’s about strategic military positioning and valuable resources. 

Greenland, despite being autonomous, relies on Denmark for security. If the U.S. pressures Denmark economically, 

Greenland may have little choice but to comply. Similarly, history shows that regions like Azad Jammu & Kashmir 

were once bought and sold, such as when the British sold Kashmir to Gulab Singh. This raises concerns about 

whether rich nations can use money to redraw global borders instead of following international laws. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Treaty of Westphalia (1648): Established state sovereignty and non-interference. 

• Louisiana Purchase (1803): U.S. bought Louisiana from France for $15 million, doubling its size. 

• Alaska Purchase (1867): Bought from Russia for $7.2 million, later found rich in oil and minerals. 

• Philippines Purchase (1898): Acquired from Spain for $20 million. 

• Greenland’s Size & Status: Largest island (2.16 million sq km), autonomous under Denmark since 1953, 

population 57,000 (mostly Inuits). 

• U.S. Military Presence in Greenland: Pituffik Space Base (Thule Air Base), former nuclear base (Camp 

Century). 

• 1968 Nuclear Incident: U.S. B-52G bomber crash caused radioactive contamination; one hydrogen bomb 

remains missing. 

• Denmark’s Military Weakness: Only 3,000 naval personnel, unable to defend Greenland against a major 

invasion. 

• Falklands War (1982): UK deployed forces 13,000 km away with U.S. support to reclaim the islands. 

• 1846 Sale of Kashmir: British sold Kashmir to Raja Gulab Singh for Rs75 lakhs, plus an annual tribute. 

• Pakistan’s Purchase of Gwadar (1958): Bought from Oman for $2 million, securing strategic trade access. 
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The Express Tribune –  

34. Stocktaking Of Climate Action In Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

Climate change poses a dire challenge globally, with mitigation and adaptation as the two fundamental strategies to 

combat its effects. Developed nations, historically the largest polluters, bear the brunt of responsibility under 

frameworks like the Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement, yet progress remains uneven. Pakistan, contributing less 

than 1% to global emissions, has pledged to halve its carbon emissions by 2030, contingent on receiving adequate 

financial support. However, the nation struggles with renewable energy, transportation inefficiencies, and industrial 

hurdles. While initiatives like the Billion Tree Tsunami showcase ambition, their actual outcomes remain 

questionable without clear resilience metrics. Furthermore, the lack of skilled personnel and limited climate finance 

complicate Pakistan's efforts to address mitigation and adaptation effectively. 

The government’s current management style falls short in achieving tangible climate goals. Strengthening air 

pollution controls, incentivizing renewable energy adoption, and overhauling transportation policies are critical. 

Introducing advanced university programs to cultivate climate experts and expanding adaptation projects aligned 

with international standards can bolster progress. A paradigm shift to visionary management is essential to meet the 

2030 and 2050 targets. Only through genuine action and reduced reliance on superficial reports can Pakistan secure 

global trust and achieve meaningful environmental sustainability. 

➢ Overview: 

This article emphasizes Pakistan's vulnerabilities to climate change and explores its challenges in meeting ambitious 

mitigation and adaptation targets. Despite minimal global emissions, Pakistan's dependency on external funding 

and lack of skilled resources hinder its progress. The Piece of writing underscores the importance of visionary 

management and actionable measures to combat the climate crisis effectively. 

➢ NOTES: 

Mitigation and adaptation are essential strategies for combating climate change, with Pakistan pledging to halve its 

emissions by 2030 and achieve net-zero by 2050. Despite contributing less than 1% to global emissions, Pakistan's 

progress hinges on financial and technological support from developed nations. Key mitigation measures include 

transitioning to renewable energy, currently constituting only 6% of the energy mix, and enhancing energy 

efficiency in the industrial and transportation sectors. Adaptation efforts face challenges due to a lack of measurable 

frameworks, limited skilled personnel, and inadequate climate finance. Initiatives like the Billion Tree Tsunami and 

Recharge Pakistan highlight ambitious projects, but their effectiveness depends on clear metrics for resilience. The 

country also requires robust reforms in air pollution control and transportation policies, alongside the introduction 

of advanced university courses to cultivate a technically skilled workforce for climate action 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• Environmental Science: Climate change, mitigation strategies, and renewable energy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: National policies, energy crises, and socio-economic challenges. 

• International Relations: Global climate agreements and international funding mechanisms. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan contributes less than 1% to global emissions yet faces devastating climate impacts like floods and droughts. 

For example, renewable energy, such as solar panels and wind turbines, provides cleaner alternatives to fossil fuels. 

Initiatives like the Billion Tree Tsunami aim to restore forests, aiding carbon absorption. However, funding from 

developed nations is critical for large-scale implementation. Air pollution control and improving transportation can 
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reduce emissions and attract investments. With only 6% of energy from renewable sources, Pakistan must invest in 

clean energy to achieve sustainable growth. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan contributes less than 1% to global greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Renewable energy constitutes only 6% of the national energy mix. 

• Global climate targets require halving emissions by 2030 and achieving net-zero by 2050. 

• Major contributors to climate change include fossil fuel combustion, deforestation, and agricultural 

methane emissions. 

• Pakistan's Nationally Determined Contributions highlight ambitious projects like the Billion Tree Tsunami 

and Recharge Pakistan. 

• Developed nations' financial commitments often come as loans or investments rather than grants. 

• The industrial sector faces high energy costs, water scarcity, and a volatile business environment, hampering 

efficiency. 

• Pakistan lacks a standardized framework to measure adaptation and resilience outcomes effectively. 

• Air pollution control lacks a dedicated authority, while carbon markets remain underdeveloped. 

 

To sum up, This article highlights the urgent need for Pakistan to address climate change with decisive action. A 

visionary approach, combined with international collaboration and domestic reforms, can pave the way for 

sustainable development. By leveraging its commitments and addressing gaps in expertise and infrastructure, 

Pakistan can play an important role in the global fight against climate change. 

 

35. Bringing Just Governance Back To Syria. 

➢ Summary: 

Syria's transformation marks a pivotal moment in its history, underscoring the price of poor governance and the 

resilience of its people. The fall of Bashar al-Assad’s regime, which ruled with an iron fist for over five decades, 

represents the culmination of widespread discontent and a determined pursuit of justice. The Assad family's 

oppressive governance silenced dissent, with thousands imprisoned, tortured, or killed during their reign. However, 

the regime's collapse has reopened the doors for justice and rebuilding. While international efforts like the UN’s 

reports and warrants issued by France highlight global support, the onus lies on Syria to establish a robust domestic 

judicial system. Justice, coupled with reconciliation, is key to creating a future free from the shadows of its brutal 

past. 

The conflict that began with the Arab Spring in 2011 evolved into a prolonged civil war, claiming over 200,000 

lives and displacing millions. With Damascus liberated and Aleppo seeing signs of recovery, hope is rekindling in 

Syria. However, challenges abound, from rebuilding governance structures to ensuring accountability for past 

crimes. International support remains important, but real change requires Syrians to address internal injustices 

through inclusive policies and sustainable governance. Syria’s journey forward will test its resilience, yet the joy of 

liberation and the prospect of a just future have inspired renewed determination among its people. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines Syria's transition from decades of authoritarian rule under the Assad family to the prospects 

of just governance and reconciliation. It looks into the historical context, human rights abuses, and international 

efforts to bring justice while emphasizing the need for domestic reforms. 
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➢ NOTES: 

This article highlights the role of international justice mechanisms, such as the United Nations and the International 

Court of Justice, in addressing war crimes and promoting accountability. The discussion extends to post-conflict 

reconciliation strategies, emphasizing the importance of rebuilding governance structures in societies emerging 

from authoritarian rule. Moreover, it provides visions into the political dynamics of the Middle East, particularly 

the interplay between domestic governance and international interventions.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Post-conflict justice and international intervention. 

• Current Affairs: Governance and political transitions in the Middle East. 

• Political Science: The impact of authoritarian regimes on society. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Governance plays a pivotal role in shaping the trajectory of nations, as seen in Syria, where poor governance led to 

widespread public discontent and eventual rebellion. For instance, corruption and the absence of accountability 

under the Assad regime fueled unrest that culminated in a prolonged civil war. The article also emphasizes the 

importance of international justice, illustrated by France issuing a warrant for Bashar al-Assad for crimes against 

humanity, showcasing how global institutions can support justice. Lastly, the rebuilding of post-conflict societies 

demands inclusive domestic policies, as Syria must establish a governance system that fosters unity and addresses 

past injustices to ensure sustainable peace and progress. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 200,000 civilians were killed during Syria's civil war (2011-2024). 

• 15,000 people reportedly died from torture in Assad's prison system. 

• More than 13,000 detainees are still unaccounted for. 

• France issued an arrest warrant for al-Assad in 2023 for crimes against humanity. 

 

To wrap up, Syria's transition from authoritarian rule to potential democracy is a testament to the resilience of its 

people. The journey ahead demands internal reforms, reconciliation, and a commitment to justice. This case 

exemplifies how governance, or the lack thereof, can shape a nation’s fate, working as a stark reminder for the 

global community to prioritize equity, accountability, and the rule of law. 

36. As the fragility of the world order continues 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks deeply into the fragility of the world order in 2025, tracing its roots to systemic failures and 

contrasting it with the Westphalian order of 1648. While the Westphalian framework emerged amidst limited 

technology and population, today's global system is marked by interconnectedness, advanced technologies, and an 

eight-billion-strong population. Despite numerous international organizations like the UN, NATO, and BRICS, the 

world remains plagued by wars, terrorism, environmental crises, and a lack of effective global leadership. The 

conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, and other regions highlight the inability of major powers to maintain peace. 

Furthermore, internal polarization and populism exacerbate global instability, while the unchecked arms race and 

military expenditures further fuel tensions. The failure of global institutions to assert authority underscores the 

urgent need for consensus among global powers. 

The writer suggests that stability can only be achieved through an inclusive approach that integrates middle powers 

like Turkey, Pakistan, and South Africa. However, the dominance of powerful nations and the lack of efforts to curb 

arms races hinder progress. The $2.2 trillion global military expenditure reflects misplaced priorities, while 
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genocides, forced migrations, and environmental catastrophes remain unresolved. The article concludes that 

democracy, human rights, equitable resource distribution, and good governance are prerequisites for a stable and 

just world order. Without addressing these systemic issues, the fragility of the global system will persist, leaving 

humanity vulnerable to escalating crises. 

➢ Overview: 

The article provides a critical analysis of the structural weaknesses in the modern world order, emphasizing the need 

for global consensus, inclusive leadership, and a shift in priorities from militarization to addressing humanitarian 

and environmental challenges. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the fragility of the modern world order, highlighting its systemic flaws and the inability of 

international organizations like the UN, NATO, and BRICS to resolve global conflicts. It contrasts the Westphalian 

order of 1648 with the 2025 global system, focusing on advanced technologies, interconnected economies, and a 

population of 8 billion. The discussion includes the role of middle powers such as Turkey, Pakistan, and South 

Africa, which are often sidelined despite their potential to stabilize global affairs. Key themes include the unchecked 

arms race, with global military expenditure reaching $2.2 trillion, and the failure to address humanitarian and 

environmental challenges. Solutions such as inclusive governance, equitable resource distribution, and enhanced 

collaboration among nations are proposed as essential for achieving global stability. These insights are vital for 

understanding contemporary international relations and global power dynamics. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Global power dynamics and world order. 

• Current Affairs: Geopolitical conflicts and their implications. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Role of Pakistan as a middle power in global diplomacy. 

• Environmental Science: Climate change and resource distribution issues. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explores the concept of world order, which refers to how countries interact to maintain global peace and 

stability. For instance, the Westphalian order, established in 1648, marked the beginning of modern diplomacy, 

while today's world order is more complex due to technological advancements and a larger global population. 

Middle powers like Pakistan and Turkey play a pivotal role in balancing power but often face challenges due to 

dominance by superpowers like the US and China. The term "arms race" refers to competition among nations to 

build more weapons, such as the Cold War between the US and the USSR. Additionally, global institutions like 

NATO and the UN were created to manage conflicts, yet they often fall short due to a lack of unity among member 

states. Understanding these dynamics is essential to grasp how the world functions and why conflicts persist. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Global military expenditure reached $2.2 trillion in 2024, with the US spending $920 billion. 

• Over 46,000 Palestinians were killed in Gaza from October 7, 2023. 

• The global population has surged from 500 million in 1648 to 8 billion in 2025. 

To wrap up, This article underscores the urgent need for a paradigm shift in global leadership and priorities. The 

fragility of the current world order is a warning sign, urging nations to replace rivalry with collaboration, 

militarization with peace efforts, and inequality with justice. Only then can humanity hope for a stable, inclusive, 

and peaceful future. 
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37. Parachinar And Other Erstwhile Tribal Zones Need A Reset 

➢ Summary: 

Parachinar, once a haven of tranquility and cultural heritage, now reels under the weight of sectarian violence, 

geopolitical tensions, and administrative neglect. Nestled near Afghanistan’s border, this picturesque valley has 

been transformed by the post-9/11 geopolitical upheavals. The unchecked influx of arms, ideological influences 

from neighboring countries, and local disputes over land ownership have led to persistent instability. The 

governance vacuum, exacerbated by inadequate law enforcement and failed reforms following the 25th 

constitutional amendment, has plunged the region into chaos. Traditional mechanisms like Jirga continue to mediate 

conflicts, but the absence of a coherent policy framework and enduring sectarian discord remain roadblocks to 

peace. 

Despite its rich tribal traditions and resilience, Parachinar struggles against a backdrop of factional rivalries, 

ideological extremism, and systemic governance flaws. The region’s close ties to external actors like Iran, coupled 

with its strategic location near Afghanistan, have made it a focal point for militant recruitment and sectarian proxy 

wars. The solution lies in empowering local governance, reviving Jirga systems for dispute resolution, and 

emphasing sectarian harmony through ulema-led interventions. Policymakers must address these multifaceted 

challenges holistically to prevent the region from spiraling further into conflict, ensuring autonomy and peace for 

its inhabitants. 

➢ Overview: 

This article looks deeply into the socio-political and sectarian challenges in Parachinar and other former tribal areas 

of Pakistan. It highlights the historical beauty of the region, the impact of post-9/11 geopolitics, and the role of 

governance failures in perpetuating instability. The focus on traditional conflict-resolution mechanisms like Jirga 

and the emphasis on local empowerment provide actionable insights for sustainable peace. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the governance challenges and socio-political dynamics in Parachinar and former tribal areas, 

emphasizing their historical reliance on tribal customs like the Jirga system for conflict resolution. It highlights the 

detrimental effects of geopolitical shifts post-9/11 and the subsequent rise in sectarian tensions fueled by external 

influences and land disputes. The narrative underscores the interplay of governance failures, inadequate law 

enforcement, and foreign ideologies that exacerbate regional instability. For  aspirants, it is important to understand 

these dynamics in the context of Pakistan’s tribal policies, the role of traditional conflict-resolution mechanisms, 

and the broader implications of sectarianism and foreign interventions on national security and governance. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Tribal areas' governance, post-9/11 challenges, and socio-political dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: Sectarianism, regional geopolitics, and border security. 

• International Relations: Impact of foreign influences on Pakistan's internal security. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Administrative challenges in tribal areas and policy implications. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Parachinar’s struggles stem from a mix of local and external factors, including sectarian divisions, foreign 

influences, and governance lapses. Sectarianism, such as Shia-Sunni conflicts, exemplifies how religious 

differences can fuel violence. Proxy wars, like Afghanistan's Cold War-era conflicts, demonstrate how global 

powers indirectly impact local regions. The tribal Jirga system serves as a traditional model for resolving disputes, 

but its effectiveness has waned due to systemic neglect. Moreover, autonomy, as seen in tribal areas, reflects self-

governance principles distinct from centralized control. Understanding these examples helps grasp the complex 

factors driving instability in Parachinar and similar regions. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 45% of Kurram's population adheres to the Shia faith, making it a hotspot for sectarian tensions. 

• Parachinar's proximity to Afghanistan (100 km from Kabul) exposes it to cross-border influences. 

• The 25th constitutional amendment abolished FATA’s special status, leading to unresolved land disputes. 

• The Zainebiyoun Brigade, reportedly recruiting from Parachinar, operates in Middle Eastern conflicts. 

• The recent Kohat Truce brokered a 14-point agreement to restore peace in the region. 

 

To sum up, This article underscores the critical need for tailored solutions to Parachinar's woes, blending traditional 

tribal mechanisms with modern governance reforms. Policymakers must recognize the socio-political intricacies of 

the region, ensuring that peace efforts address root causes rather than symptoms. Sustainable harmony in Parachinar 

could serve as a model for resolving conflicts in other restive zones of Pakistan. 

 

38. Pakistan's Enduring Partnership With The US 

➢ Summary: 

The Pakistan-US partnership, spanning over seven decades, is a testament to mutual cooperation and shared 

aspirations. From Pakistan's pivotal role during the Cold War to facilitating US-China diplomacy in the 1970s, the 

alliance has showcased its strategic depth. Pakistan's mediation in the historic US-China rapprochement under 

President Yahya Khan demonstrated its ability to shape global geopolitics. Beyond diplomacy, the partnership 

extends to robust economic ties, with the US being one of Pakistan's largest export destinations. Industries like 

textiles, IT, and agriculture benefit significantly, but untapped areas like renewable energy and cultural industries 

present opportunities for further collaboration. People-to-people connections, fostered through educational 

programs like Fulbright and cultural exchanges, strengthen this bond, promoting mutual understanding and 

goodwill. 

The alliance faces new challenges, including climate change, economic uncertainty, and geopolitical shifts. 

Pakistan’s strategic location and nuclear stewardship make it indispensable in addressing regional instability and 

transnational threats. Cultural diplomacy, digital exchanges, and heritage collaborations offer avenues for enhancing 

bilateral relations. The partnership is not merely transactional; it embodies shared values and historical camaraderie. 

As the world becomes more interconnected and complex, a reinvigorated Pakistan-US alliance can act  as a beacon 

of global cooperation and stability. By embracing a vision of mutual benefit, both nations can navigate contemporary 

challenges while building on their shared history. 

➢ Overview: 

This article explores the historical, economic, and cultural dimensions of Pakistan-US relations while emphasizing 

the need for a more collaborative future. It highlights key moments like the US-China rapprochement, economic 

interdependence, and people-to-people connections, urging both nations to move beyond transactional ties. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores Pakistan's historic alliance with the US, which has evolved over decades through mutual 

cooperation in diplomacy, economics, and cultural exchange. From Pakistan's strategic role during the Cold War to 

facilitating US-China rapprochement in the 1970s, the partnership has proven invaluable in shaping global 

geopolitics. The economic relationship thrives with the US as one of Pakistan's largest export markets, 

encompassing textiles, IT, and agriculture, while areas like renewable energy and advanced manufacturing remain 

untapped. Cultural diplomacy, through initiatives like Fulbright and Lincoln Corners, has encouraged mutual 

understanding, showcasing the power of people-to-people connections. As contemporary challenges like climate 
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change and geopolitical shifts emerge, the Pakistan-US alliance must evolve, emphasizing collaboration in cultural 

and economic domains to achieve shared prosperity and long-term stability.. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan-US relations and their impact on regional stability. 

• International Relations: Diplomatic history, economic ties, and cultural diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Climate change and global strategic challenges. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan's partnership with the US offers numerous examples of successful collaboration. Historically, Pakistan 

acted as a bridge between the US and China, enabling secret talks that reshaped global diplomacy. Economically, 

Pakistan benefits from exporting textiles, IT services, and sports goods to the US, while the US supports Pakistan 

through investment and technology. Educational programs like Fulbright allow Pakistani students to study in the 

US, creating opportunities for cultural exchange and goodwill. Additionally, initiatives like Lincoln Corners 

promote cross-cultural understanding, making cultural diplomacy a cornerstone of this relationship. Pakistan’s 

strategic importance in addressing regional challenges, such as climate change and extremism, further highlights 

the significance of this enduring alliance. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The US is one of Pakistan’s largest export markets. 

• Fulbright Program: Thousands of Pakistani scholars have benefited. 

• US-China diplomacy via Pakistan reshaped global geopolitics in the 1970s. 

 

To wrap up, The enduring Pakistan-US partnership is a cornerstone of regional stability and global diplomacy. By 

capitalizing on shared history, economic potential, and cultural exchange, both nations can forge a resilient and 

forward-looking alliance. This relationship, grounded in mutual benefit and trust, remains vital in navigating the 

complexities of an increasingly interconnected world. 

39. South Asian Terrorism Challenges — 2025 

➢ Summary: 

South Asia in 2025 faces multifaceted terrorism challenges requiring comprehensive counterterrorism strategies. 

Key concerns include acquiring public support for counterterrorism efforts, tracing and blocking militant funding, 

utilizing advanced technologies like drones and cyber tools, and fostering regional intelligence-sharing 

mechanisms. However, political mistrust, historical disputes, and inadequate infrastructure hinder collaboration. 

Public skepticism towards state policies and dual approaches to militancy exacerbate the issue, as does the failure 

to transition cleared areas to civilian control. Strengthening police institutions and reducing reliance on military 

forces is vital for addressing public grievances and improving security measures. 

Militant funding, driven by both domestic and international sources, underscores the importance of financial 

intelligence to curb terrorism. Sophisticated drones and cyber transactions reshape militant tactics, necessitating 

regional cooperation and digital oversight. However, lack of a unified regional anti-terrorism framework, coupled 

with political rivalries and external interferences, hampers progress. Initiatives like SCO-RATS struggle to mitigate 

threats due to geopolitical distractions like the Ukraine and Gaza conflicts. To counter evolving terrorism dynamics, 

South Asian countries must prioritize collaboration, trust-building, and holistic counterterrorism policies. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the growing complexities of terrorism in South Asia, emphasizing the need for collective 

regional action. It discusses key challenges, including public mistrust, financial and technological aspects of 

militancy, and the lack of a unified regional strategy. 
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➢ NOTES: 

South Asia's fight against terrorism in 2025 revolves around four critical challenges: gaining public trust, tracking 

and blocking militant funding, leveraging advanced technologies, and promoting regional intelligence-sharing 

mechanisms. Public mistrust arises from dual state policies, poor governance, and inadequate infrastructure. This 

mistrust hinders public support for counterterrorism efforts, further complicated by nationalistic tendencies and 

punitive measures targeting specific groups. Financial tracking is pivotal as both formal and informal funding 

channels sustain militancy, often supported by external sources. The use of drones and cyber tools by militants 

necessitates a shift toward technology-driven counterterrorism strategies. However, the absence of a unified 

regional framework, such as an effective SCO-RATS, coupled with political and historical disputes among South 

Asian countries, hampers collaboration. Strengthening police institutions and transitioning cleared areas to civilian 

control are essential for reducing reliance on military forces and addressing public grievances. Effective 

counterterrorism demands holistic approaches and trust-building among regional states. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Regional security dynamics in South Asia. 

• Current Affairs: Counterterrorism strategies and challenges. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Role of Pakistan in combating regional militancy. 

• Notes for Beginners: 

Terrorism in South Asia is a growing challenge in 2025. Governments need public support to fight militancy 

effectively, but mistrust arises from poor governance and mixed policies. Militants receive funding from hidden 

sources, including cyber transactions. Technologies like drones are used by both militants and law enforcement, 

requiring regional cooperation to monitor their activities. For example, better financial tracking can expose militant 

funding, and unified strategies can strengthen security. Collaboration among countries is essential to counter threats 

effectively. 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• South Asia lacks a unified regional counterterrorism framework. 

• Public mistrust stems from incomplete institutional rebuilding and governance issues. 

• Technologies like drones are now used by militant groups for precision attacks. 

 

To sum up, The article underscores the urgent need for regional collaboration to combat terrorism in South Asia. 

Addressing public mistrust, leveraging advanced technologies, and ensuring cohesive policies are critical to tackling 

the evolving challenges of militancy. Comprehensive, long-term strategies are imperative for sustainable 

regional security. 

38. Redefining Us-Pakistan Relations. 

➢ Summary: 

The article by Donald Blome, the US Ambassador to Pakistan, reflects on redefining US-Pakistan relations. It 

emphasizes the shift from traditional geopolitical narratives to a partnership rooted in economic, social, and 

developmental collaboration. Highlighting mutual achievements since 2022, the ambassador discusses significant 

contributions, such as $216 million in flood relief, investment in infrastructure, and energy projects like upgrading 

Tarbela and Mangla dams. Furthermore, initiatives in education, healthcare, and trade have fostered economic 

growth, with US investments creating jobs and improving livelihoods. The ambassador also underscores the 
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importance of economic reforms, sustainable development, and people-to-people connections in strengthening this 

enduring partnership. 

The narrative also celebrates Pakistan’s cultural richness and potential, portraying the relationship as mutually 

beneficial. US assistance, rooted in grants instead of loans, has been pivotal in fostering economic independence 

and stability. The ambassador highlights the growth in Pakistan’s exports to the US and investments that have 

directly impacted millions of lives. By redefining the relationship, the article envisions a future of shared prosperity 

and collaboration, driven by trust and strategic alignment between the two nations. 

➢ Overview: 

The article presents an optimistic view of US-Pakistan relations, focusing on long-term collaboration in areas like 

energy, education, trade, and humanitarian aid. It advocates for sustainable economic growth and cultural exchanges 

as pillars for a stronger bilateral relationship. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores the evolving US-Pakistan relationship, highlighting key areas such as energy, education, 

healthcare, and trade. It emphasizes the shift from traditional geopolitical ties to a partnership based on economic 

growth and development. US contributions, including $2 billion in infrastructure investments since 2005 and $216 

million in flood relief, showcase the role of foreign aid in fostering Pakistan’s resilience. The focus on trade growth, 

sustainable development, and educational exchanges demonstrates how international collaborations can uplift a 

nation. This partnership works as a prime example of modern diplomacy. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US-Pakistan strategic partnership and diplomacy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic reforms and development projects in collaboration with the US. 

• Current Affairs: Post-2022 flood recovery and bilateral trade initiatives. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article provides an accessible view of the US-Pakistan partnership, focusing on tangible impacts. US grants, 

such as the $216 million allocated for 2022 flood relief, helped rebuild essential infrastructure, like schools and 

healthcare facilities, without increasing Pakistan’s debt. Energy projects, like upgrading Tarbela Dam with advanced 

GE turbines, ensure long-term benefits such as reliable electricity. In education, US-funded scholarships and school 

constructions empower Pakistani youth for a better future. For example, the cultural exchange programs allow 

students to gain international exposure and bring innovative ideas back to Pakistan, reflecting the mutual benefits 

of such collaborations. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• $2 billion invested in infrastructure since 2005. 

• $216 million in flood relief in 2022. 

• Pakistan’s exports to the US exceeded $6 billion in the first ten months of 2024. 

• Over 120,000 Pakistanis employed by US companies in 2024. 

To wrap up, The article encapsulates the evolution of US-Pakistan relations, transforming into a partnership rooted 

in mutual respect and shared goals. By fostering economic growth, social development, and cultural understanding, 

both nations can aspire to a future defined by cooperation and prosperity. This model underscores the importance 

of resilience, reform, and long-term vision in international relations. 
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40. Terrorists Striking At Will 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights Pakistan's intensifying security crisis, illustrated by two recent militant attacks. On January 

8, the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) launched a brazen attack in Khuzdar, targeting government buildings and 

taking local law enforcement hostage for eight hours without resistance. A day later, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP) militants abducted 16 workers from a mining project in Lakki Marwat, torching their vehicle before fleeing. 

These incidents not only expose lapses in the preparedness of Pakistan's security apparatus but also underline the 

growing militancy in regions bordering Afghanistan. The writer questions the efficacy of the current counter-

terrorism approach, emphasizing the need for proactive, technology-driven surveillance and strict rule of law 

enforcement. 

The article also highlights the underlying causes of terrorism, including sectarian and ethnic divides, proxy wars, 

and the complicity of political and religious entities. It analyzes the short-term expediency of alliances with warlords 

and religio-political groups, which undermine long-term stability. The piece concludes with a call for an overhaul 

of counter-terrorism strategies, shifting from reactive measures to preemptive ones and addressing both internal and 

external factors feeding militancy. It stresses that Pakistan's fight against terrorism requires not just kinetic 

operations but also reforms in governance, security protocols, and socio-political cohesion. 

➢ Overview: 

The article provides a critical analysis of Pakistan’s current security challenges and the systemic flaws in its counter-

terrorism framework. By addressing both recent events and their broader implications, the author provides a 

comprehensive view of the escalating militancy and its far-reaching consequences. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article examines Pakistan’s internal security challenges, including lapses in governance, the rise of militancy, 

and the ineffective counter-terrorism measures. The analysis looks deeply into the socio-political dynamics fueling 

terrorism, such as sectarian and ethnic divisions, proxy wars, and the complicity of certain religio-political groups. 

It emphasizes the importance of proactive strategies, the enforcement of the rule of law, and a shift from reactive 

measures to preemptive, technology-driven surveillance systems. By addressing these systemic flaws, the article 

provides a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted issues impacting Pakistan’s security landscape, making 

it a crucial study for those preparing for exams on governance, regional stability, and counter-terrorism policies. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics 

• Pakistan Affairs: Internal security challenges, governance, and militancy. 

• Current Affairs: Counter-terrorism measures, border security, and regional stability. 

• International Relations: Proxy wars and Afghanistan-Pakistan dynamics. 

➢ Notes for beginners: 

The article simplifies complex security issues by highlighting key challenges facing Pakistan. It explains how 

militant groups, such as the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) and Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), exploit lapses 

in governance and security to carry out bold attacks. These incidents expose weaknesses in response strategies, lack 

of adherence to standard operating procedures, and reliance on outdated border management practices. The article 

underscores the need for a proactive approach, such as better coordination between civil and military forces, strict 

rule of law enforcement, and advanced technology for surveillance. It also discusses the broader societal issues, like 

ethnic and sectarian divides, that indirectly support militancy.  

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Event 1: January 8, 2025 – BLA attacks in Khuzdar; no casualties reported. 

• Event 2: January 9, 2025 – TTP abducts 16 mining workers in Lakki Marwat; 8 rescued 
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41. Brewing US-Taliban Proximity And Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

The article critically examines Pakistan's faltering Afghan policy and the consequences of its historical ties with the 

Afghan Taliban. It highlights how Pakistan's perception of the Taliban as allies has been challenged by their current 

role in regional geopolitics. The Taliban's evolving alliance with the United States, particularly through financial 

aid and covert arrangements, has left Pakistan sandwiched between hostile neighbors and exacerbated threats to 

Chinese interests within Pakistan. The article underscores the urgency for Pakistan to reassess its diplomatic stance, 

pointing to missed opportunities in countering narratives and preparing for the growing alignment of India, the US, 

and the Afghan Taliban. 

Moreover, the piece sheds light on Pakistan's vulnerability due to its strategic miscalculations, such as supporting 

the Taliban's rise and alienating groups like the Northern Alliance. It warns against ignoring Western agendas in 

Afghanistan and stresses the need for robust diplomatic action to protect Pakistan's sovereignty and regional 

stability. Dr. Cheema paints a grim picture of Pakistan's current geopolitical standing, urging policymakers to 

abandon outdated strategies and adopt a more nuanced, proactive approach. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critiques Pakistan’s Afghan policy, highlighting its reliance on flawed assumptions about the Taliban. It 

explores the US-Taliban nexus, geopolitical consequences for Pakistan, and the urgent need for policy reform to 

address security threats and regional diplomacy effectively. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article critically examines Pakistan’s Afghan policy, focusing on its long-standing reliance on the Taliban as 

allies and the repercussions of this strategy. It highlights how Pakistan’s support for the Taliban has backfired, with 

the Taliban now aligning with the United States and receiving significant financial aid, such as $87 million weekly 

and $446 million under Operation Enduring Sentinel in 2024. This alliance threatens Pakistan’s security, 

marginalizes its geopolitical standing, and undermines Chinese interests in the region. Additionally, the article 

underscores how historical miscalculations, like backing the Taliban while alienating groups such as the Northern 

Alliance, have left Pakistan in a vulnerable position, facing threats on both its eastern and western borders. The 

narrative emphasizes the urgency for Pakistan to reassess its foreign policy, strengthen its diplomatic efforts, and 

address emerging challenges posed by the growing alignment of US, Indian, and Taliban interests. The need for a 

proactive, well-informed strategy to secure regional stability and sovereignty is strongly emphasized. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, strategic challenges. 

• International Relations: US foreign policy, regional alliances, and global power dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: Geopolitical developments in South Asia. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explains that Pakistan's reliance on the Afghan Taliban as allies has backfired. The Taliban, once seen as 

Pakistan's comrades, are now aligned with the US and receiving financial aid. This threatens Pakistan's security and 

complicates relations with China and other neighbors. For instance, $87 million weekly aid to the Taliban suggests 

a larger geopolitical game involving the US, India, and the Taliban, aimed at marginalizing Pakistan. The article 

highlights the need for Pakistan to update its foreign policy to deal with these challenges effectively. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• US sends $87 million weekly to the Afghan Taliban. 

• $446 million allocated under Operation Enduring Sentinel (2024). 

• Claims of $3.5 billion funneled to the Taliban from Afghan reserves. 
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To wrap up, The article is a wake-up call for Pakistan to rethink its Afghan policy and address its geopolitical 

vulnerabilities. It urges policymakers to adopt a more proactive and informed approach to navigate the intricate web 

of alliances and threats in the region. 

 

42. The Debate Around Wakhan Corridor 

➢ Summary: 

The Wakhan Corridor, a narrow strip of land in Afghanistan’s Badakhshan province, has emerged as a focal point 

in regional geopolitics. This strategic 350-km-long and 34-km-wide buffer zone, established under the 1893 Durand 

Line Agreement, borders Tajikistan, China, and Pakistan. Recent debates surrounding its annexation by Pakistan 

highlight its potential to provide direct access to Central Asia, curb cross-border infiltration, and strengthen 

Pakistan’s regional influence. However, the idea is fraught with challenges, including resistance from the Afghan 

Taliban, the need for consent from neighboring China and Tajikistan, and legal and diplomatic ramifications. 

Pakistan’s strained ties with Taliban 2.0, marked by increased cross-border attacks, further complicate its aspirations 

to annex the corridor as a bargaining tool for securing recognition of the Durand Line and reducing regional 

instability. 

India’s objections, coupled with concerns over regional destabilization, have added complexity to the discourse. 

While proponents argue that controlling the Wakhan Corridor could open new economic and trade opportunities 

with landlocked Central Asian states, critics caution against undermining Afghan sovereignty and risking broader 

geopolitical fallout. Comparisons to Israel’s occupation of Golan Heights and India’s hold over Kashmir provide 

contentious parallels, but Pakistan’s economic and political vulnerabilities remain significant obstacles. As the 

debate unfolds, the Wakhan Corridor symbolizes both the promise of connectivity and the perils of regional tension. 

➢ Overview: 

This article analyzes the geopolitical importance of the Wakhan Corridor and the growing debate over its annexation 

by Pakistan. It examines the strategic, legal, and diplomatic complexities involved, highlighting how regional and 

international dynamics shape the discourse. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Wakhan Corridor is a strategically significant region that offers Pakistan potential direct access to Central Asia, 

vital for enhancing trade and regional connectivity. Its annexation is seen as a means to curb cross-border infiltration 

and negotiate Afghanistan’s recognition of the Durand Line. However, this ambition faces significant hurdles, 

including resistance from the Afghan Taliban, legal and diplomatic ramifications, and the need for consent from 

neighboring countries like China and Tajikistan. Historical comparisons to controversial occupations, such as 

Kashmir and the Golan Heights, highlight the geopolitical sensitivity of such a move. Furthermore, Pakistan’s 

strained relations with Taliban 2.0, marked by increased cross-border attacks and political instability, further 

complicate the scenario. Proponents argue that controlling the corridor could unlock economic opportunities with 

landlocked Central Asian states, while critics warn of destabilizing regional dynamics and international backlash. 

The Wakhan Corridor thus symbolizes both a promising gateway to Central Asia and a contentious flashpoint in 

South Asia's geopolitics. 

➢ Relevant CSS syllabus topics or subjects: 

• International Relations: Geopolitical dynamics, regional stability, and border disputes. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Durand Line, Pak-Afghan relations, and regional connectivity. 

• Current Affairs: Implications of annexation on Central Asia and South Asia. 

➢ Notes for beginners: 
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The Wakhan Corridor is like a bridge connecting Pakistan to Central Asia, but political and economic hurdles make 

this bridge difficult to cross. For example, Pakistan's attempts to secure trade routes via Afghanistan are blocked by 

the Taliban's opposition and India's diplomatic resistance. Similarly, the comparison of annexing the corridor to 

controversial occupations like Kashmir explains why such actions could trigger international backlash. 

➢ Facts and figures: 

• The Wakhan Corridor is 350 km long and 34 km wide, situated at the convergence of Tajikistan, China, and 

Pakistan. 

• Its population is approximately 12,000, with limited infrastructure and economic activity. 

• Pakistan faces over 100 cross-border attacks annually from Afghan-based groups. 

To sum up, The debate over the Wakhan Corridor reflects the complexities of regional geopolitics and Pakistan’s 

aspirations for economic connectivity. However, without robust economic strength, diplomatic support, and regional 

stability, the idea remains a distant reality. This issue underscores the interplay of ambition and practicality in 

shaping Pakistan’s foreign policy. 

 

43. India-Afghan Taliban Bonhomie 

➢ Summary: 

India's evolving relationship with the Afghan Taliban signals a tectonic shift in South Asia's geopolitical landscape. 

Once adversaries, India and the Taliban are now warming ties due to shared strategic interests, marking a departure 

from historical mistrust. India's pragmatism is evident as it eyes opportunities to resume halted infrastructure 

projects in Afghanistan and counterbalance Pakistan's influence in the region. The meeting between Indian Foreign 

Secretary Vikram Misri and Afghan Acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi highlights this growing bonhomie. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban’s overtures to India, including an invitation to use Iran's Chabahar Port for trade, signify 

Kabul's intention to diversify its alliances and reduce dependency on Pakistan for transit trade. 

For Pakistan, the fallout from its policy toward the Afghan Taliban has been sobering. Despite years of support and 

investment, the Taliban-ruled Kabul has not only distanced itself but also reached out to Pakistan’s regional rival. 

Islamabad's hopes for a friendly Taliban government have crumbled, leaving Pakistan grappling with deteriorating 

ties and a security crisis. This situation underscores the volatility of alliances in international relations, where 

interests often outweigh loyalties. As India strategically engages with Afghanistan to safeguard its stakes and ensure 

regional stability, Pakistan finds itself at a critical juncture, necessitating introspection and recalibration of its 

foreign policy priorities. 

➢ Overview: 

This article looks into the shifting dynamics of India-Taliban relations and their implications for Pakistan. It 

underscores the fragility of alliances and the importance of pragmatism in foreign policy. 

➢ NOTES: 

This article emphasizes the importance of strategic adaptability in international relations, highlighting how alliances 

and rivalries can shift based on evolving interests. It sheds light on the significance of infrastructure projects and 

trade routes, such as India’s investment in Afghanistan and the strategic use of Iran’s Chabahar Port. For Pakistan, 

the strained relationship with the Afghan Taliban reveals the risks of over-reliance on perceived allies without 

securing long-term mutual interests. Aspirants should explore the implications of India-Taliban relations on 

Pakistan’s foreign policy and the broader geopolitical competition in South Asia. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Geopolitics in South Asia, evolving alliances. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Impacts of Afghan policies on Pakistan's security. 

• Current Affairs: Regional dynamics involving India, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Strategic flexibility is essential in international relations, as demonstrated by India’s decision to engage with the 

Taliban despite years of mistrust. This shift illustrates that countries prioritize their interests over past alliances. 

Geopolitical strategies, like Afghanistan’s attempt to bypass Pakistan by using the Chabahar Port, show how nations 

aim to diversify trade routes and partnerships. Pakistan’s deteriorating ties with the Taliban underline the dangers 

of relying solely on temporary alliances without safeguarding long-term stability.  

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• India invested heavily in Afghan infrastructure pre-2021, including $3 billion in aid. 

• Chabahar Port, developed by India, is strategically located to connect Afghanistan and Iran. 

• Over 1,000 cross-border attacks from Afghan soil into Pakistan were reported in 2024. 

To wrap up, The article focuses on the ever-changing nature of international relations, emphasizing the need for 

pragmatism and strategic foresight. For Pakistan, it is a moment to reassess its foreign policy priorities and 

understand that alliances driven solely by short-term goals may lead to long-term repercussions. 

 

44. The BRI factor 

➢ Summary: 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its flagship project, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), embody 

unprecedented opportunities for Pakistan and global stakeholders. Strategically positioned at the crossroads of 

South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East, Pakistan has the potential to become a hub of economic connectivity, 

encouraging international trade and stability. CPEC's focus on infrastructure, including roads, railways, and Special 

Economic Zones (SEZs), underscores its promise of transforming Pakistan into a regional economic powerhouse. 

However, ensuring inclusivity, transparency, and countering misleading narratives are essential to maximize its 

global appeal. By embracing collaboration, Pakistan can attract investments and build partnerships that reshape its 

global standing. 

For the United States, engaging with BRI projects offers economic advantages, including improved supply chains, 

reduced shipping costs, and opportunities in green and technological innovations. Moreover, cultural exchanges and 

energy security foster long-term diplomatic ties. The initiative’s emphasis on sustainable development and 

cooperation promotes stability, reducing tensions in volatile regions. For Pakistan, CPEC remains a cornerstone of 

economic diplomacy, facilitating alliances with China, GCC states, and the U.S., ultimately contributing to a more 

connected and peaceful global community. 

➢ Overview: 

The article discusses the transformative potential of BRI and CPEC for Pakistan and the global economy. It 

emphasizes the strategic significance of Pakistan’s location, the importance of transparency, and the role of 

partnerships in fostering economic growth and stability. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the immense potential of CPEC, a pivotal component of China's Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI), to elevate Pakistan's economic and geopolitical standing. Through infrastructure development, including 

roads, railways, and Special Economic Zones (SEZs), CPEC serves as a cornerstone for enhancing trade and 
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investment opportunities. Transparency and inclusivity in project execution are essential to attract international 

investments and counter misleading narratives. By leveraging its strategic location, Pakistan can position itself as a 

hub of connectivity, promoting alliances with global powers like China, GCC countries, and the U.S. Moreover, 

BRI projects emphasize sustainability, offering avenues for green development and technological innovation. For 

the U.S., participation could enhance supply chain efficiency, reduce costs, and promote energy security, while also 

fostering cultural and diplomatic exchanges. These initiatives collectively aim to promote regional stability and a 

culture of peace, with Pakistan emerging as a key player in global economic integration. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: BRI and U.S.-China-Pakistan dynamics. 

• Pakistan Affairs: CPEC's role in economic and regional stability. 

• Environmental Science: Sustainable development under BRI. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

CPEC, a part of China’s BRI, aims to boost Pakistan’s economy through roads, railways, and trade hubs. By being 

transparent and inviting global collaboration, Pakistan can attract investments and improve its global reputation. 

The U.S. can benefit from these projects through reduced costs and access to innovative technology. These 

partnerships encourage peace, stability, and economic growth. For instance, the Gwadar Port in Pakistan plays a 

vital role in regional trade, offering economic benefits for neighboring countries. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over $60 billion investment under CPEC. 

• Infrastructure development includes Gwadar Port, SEZs, and energy projects. 

• BRI spans over 140 countries, impacting 65% of the global population. 

 

To put it simply, The BRI and CPEC are beacons of economic and diplomatic potential for Pakistan and the global 

community. By ensuring transparency, embracing inclusivity, and fostering international partnerships, these 

initiatives can drive regional stability and economic growth. Pakistan’s proactive engagement will determine its 

success in harnessing these transformative opportunities. 

 

45. Pak-US Ties: New Shift In The Rollercoaster Ride 

➢ Summary: 

The article examines the evolving dynamics of Pakistan-US relations, historically marked by a mix of cooperation 

and discord. From Cold War alliances like SEATO and CENTO to sanctions following Pakistan's nuclear 

development, their ties have consistently fluctuated. Post-9/11 cooperation rejuvenated the partnership, but recent 

US sanctions on Pakistan's state-owned organization signify a fresh strain. Rooted in the US doctrine to protect its 

interests and allies, these sanctions underscore insecurities regarding Pakistan-China defense collaboration and 

Pakistan’s advancements in ballistic missile technology. The US accuses Pakistan of proliferation threats, but the 

accusations seem more aligned with America's strategic goal of containing China's influence in South Asia and 

maintaining global dominance. 

Key factors fueling the tension include the US's Indo-Pacific strategy, its military alliances like QUAD, and 

Pakistan's pursuit of second-strike capability in response to India’s growing arsenal. While the US continues to 

pressure Pakistan through economic, political, and military tactics, Pakistan remains firm in safeguarding its 

sovereignty and defense advancements. The article stresses that unity and strategic awareness among Pakistanis are 

vital to counter external pressures and maintain a balanced global stance amidst superpower rivalries. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the volatile history of Pakistan-US relations and the underlying strategic interests driving their 

current friction. It reflects on global power politics, emphasizing the need for Pakistan to remain steadfast and united 

in navigating external pressures. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides a detailed examination of Pakistan-US relations, tracing their trajectory from Cold War 

alliances to the contemporary challenges posed by strategic shifts in global power dynamics. It emphasizes key 

historical events, such as Pakistan’s role during the Afghan War, the imposition of sanctions post-nuclear 

developments, and the fluctuating nature of their partnership. Central to the current tension is the US's Indo-Pacific 

strategy, aimed at containing China, and its apprehensions about Pakistan-China defense cooperation. The article 

highlights Pakistan’s full-spectrum deterrence doctrine and its pursuit of second-strike capability as essential 

measures to counter India’s growing arsenal. Additionally, the article underscores the United States' broader 

strategic objectives, including the use of economic pressure, military alliances, and political influence to maintain 

global dominance while emphasizing Pakistan’s need for unity and strategic awareness in safeguarding its 

sovereignty. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Foreign policy and defense strategy. 

• International Relations: US global strategy, Indo-Pacific policy, and alliances. 

• Current Affairs: Pakistan-China ties and US sanctions. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses how Pakistan-US relations have been a mix of collaboration and conflict. Initially close during 

the Cold War and post-9/11, their ties soured after Pakistan's nuclear program and its growing friendship with China. 

The US recently imposed sanctions, fearing Pakistan’s advancements in missile technology might strengthen China. 

For example, the US has alliances like QUAD to counter China's rise. Meanwhile, Pakistan’s missile program 

reflects its strategy to balance India's military advancements. This highlights the importance of a united Pakistan to 

withstand external pressures while focusing on its national security. 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan ranks among the top 10 countries with ballistic missile technology. 

• The US has over 120 military bases in Japan to counter China’s influence. 

• QUAD alliance includes the US, India, Japan, and Australia to maintain Indo-Pacific dominance. 

 

To sum up, This article highlights the complexities of Pak-US relations amidst global power politics. It works as a 

reminder that Pakistan must rely on unity and strategic foresight to navigate these challenges effectively, 

safeguarding its sovereignty and maintaining a balanced approach in international affairs. 
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46. 2025 - Mideast, Extremism And Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

The article explores the complex interplay of extremism, sectarian violence, and geopolitical shifts in the Middle 

East, particularly focusing on the impact of the Syrian conflict and Gaza's violence on Pakistan. It highlights how 

extremist narratives are gaining traction globally, fueled by perceived injustices like the Gaza "genocide" and the 

Syrian civil war. This narrative not only empowers extremist recruitment but also threatens to polarize sectarian 

landscapes in countries like Pakistan, where groups such as HTS copycats and returning militants from Syria may 

exacerbate tensions. Moreover, the piece underscores the opportunistic nature of militant factions exploiting global 

crises to further their agendas, raising concerns about the future of regional and global security. 

The second key aspect discussed is the shifting power dynamics in Syria and the emergence of new militant 

leadership, such as HTS, presenting themselves as moderate but rooted in extremist ideologies. The article connects 

these developments to Pakistan, warning of sectarian spillovers, proxy wars, and the revival of extremist ideologies 

locally. It further elaborates on the role of propaganda and social justice issues exploited by groups like TTP and 

Lashkar-e-Islam, linking these to the broader extremist narrative inspired by the Middle East conflicts. This analysis 

underscores the urgency of preemptive measures to counter these threats, highlighting lessons for Pakistan's security 

and policymaking. 

➢ Overview: 

The article is a detailed examination of how Middle Eastern conflicts, particularly in Gaza and Syria, could 

significantly impact Pakistan's internal security dynamics. It discusses global trends in extremism and sectarianism, 

highlighting the consequences for Pakistan, given its history of sectarian violence and vulnerability to extremist 

ideologies. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores the alarming nexus between global extremism and Pakistan's internal security dynamics. It 

highlights how conflicts in Gaza and Syria provide extremist groups with fertile grounds for recruitment by 

exploiting narratives of injustice and sectarian divides. The analysis links the rise of militant factions like HTS in 

Syria, presenting themselves as moderate yet rooted in extremist ideologies, to potential ramifications for Pakistan, 

including the resurgence of sectarian violence and local extremist offshoots. Additionally, the piece of writing 

examines proxy wars and the role of returning militants, such as those affiliated with the Zainabiyoun Brigade, in 

exacerbating sectarian tensions in regions like Kurram. By discussing historical precedents, such as the TTP's tactics 

and the emergence of lone-wolf vigilantes, the article calls for proactive measures to counter the ideological and 

operational spread of extremism, emphasizing the broader security challenges facing Pakistan in the context of 

regional geopolitics. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Global extremism and its geopolitical implications. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Sectarianism and its historical context in Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Impacts of Middle Eastern conflicts on Pakistan's security. 

➢ Notes for beginners: 

The article explores how ongoing conflicts in Gaza and Syria impact extremist activities globally and in Pakistan. 

It explains that extremist groups use narratives of oppression to recruit members, exploiting the perception that 

governments and global powers have failed to address injustices. The situation in Syria, particularly the rise of 

militant groups like HTS, sets a dangerous precedent, as these factions attempt to gain legitimacy while adhering 

to hardline ideologies. The return of militants, such as those from the Zainabiyoun Brigade, could escalate sectarian 

tensions in Pakistan, especially in volatile regions like Kurram. The article emphasizes the importance of 
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understanding how international conflicts influence local security, noting the need for preventive measures to 

address the spread of extremist ideologies and their impact on society. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 50,000 Palestinians killed in Gaza, fueling extremist narratives globally. 

• Videos of Pakistani militants participating in Syria’s conflict highlight local vulnerabilities. 

• HTS, with a $10 million bounty leader, showcases the rise of "moderate" extremist leadership. 

 

To sum up, The article works as a critical warning about the repercussions of Middle Eastern conflicts on Pakistan’s 

internal security. It emphasizes the need for robust counter-extremism strategies, vigilant policymaking, and 

addressing root causes of sectarianism to prevent a spillover of violence and radical ideologies. 

 

 

47. Wakhan Corridor And Indian Propaganda 

➢ Summary: 

The Wakhan Corridor, a strategically significant region in Afghanistan's Badakhshan province, is central to the 

geopolitical interplay between Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, and Central Asia. Historically established during the 

"Great Game" as a buffer zone between British and Russian empires, it now funtions as a critical trade and 

connectivity hub. The region's significance has drawn propaganda from India, which distorts Pakistan's engagement 

with the area as aggressive. Recent diplomatic moves by Pakistan have been portrayed by Indian media as attempts 

to annex the corridor, a claim aimed at undermining Pakistan’s regional partnerships. India’s propaganda seeks to 

discredit Pakistan's intentions and destabilize its relations with Afghanistan and other Central Asian nations while 

countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Despite these allegations, Pakistan maintains its commitment to 

regional stability and emphasizes peaceful cooperation for economic growth and connectivity. 

India's opposition to Pakistan’s legitimate interests stems from its broader strategy to act as a counterweight to 

China. The Wakhan Corridor plays a pivotal role in connecting China, Afghanistan, and Pakistan through the Belt 

and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. By crafting baseless narratives, India aims to isolate 

Pakistan diplomatically and disrupt its ties with Afghanistan, China, and Central Asia. Pakistan, however, continues 

to affirm its adherence to international obligations and peaceful coexistence, as demonstrated by its policies 

supporting Afghan refugees and promoting economic stability. The article underscores the critical need for regional 

stakeholders to identify and counter India's malicious narratives to safeguard stability and development in the 

region. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the strategic importance of the Wakhan Corridor while addressing India's propaganda against 

Pakistan’s regional efforts. It explores the corridor’s historical context, current geopolitical relevance, and the role 

it plays in connecting South and Central Asia. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Wakhan Corridor, a remnant of the 19th-century "Great Game," remains a critical component of South Asian 

geopolitics. It serves as a vital connectivity hub linking Afghanistan, China, and Central Asia, providing Pakistan 

access to energy-rich states to support its economic development. Indian propaganda, aimed at distorting Pakistan’s 

diplomatic efforts, attempts to disrupt regional cooperation and counter China's influence in the Belt and Road 

Initiative. Despite India's baseless allegations of annexation, Pakistan continues to uphold its role as a responsible 

state, emphasizing peaceful coexistence, promoting regional ties, and leveraging its strategic location for economic 

growth. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Regional dynamics, border management, and diplomatic relations with Afghanistan. 

• International Relations: Propaganda warfare, Belt and Road Initiative, and regional connectivity. 

• Current Affairs: India's geopolitical strategies, Pakistan's foreign policy, and South-Central Asia's economic 

ties. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The Wakhan Corridor is a thin stretch of land connecting Afghanistan to China, much like a bridge between two 

important regions. Historically, it was created to prevent conflicts between empires, and today, it helps countries 

trade goods and build relations. For instance, Pakistan can use it to trade with Central Asia and address its energy 

needs. However, India's baseless claims, like accusing Pakistan of annexation, act as hurdles in this process. Just as 

a good neighbor promotes harmony, Pakistan aims for peace and growth by supporting Afghanistan’s stability and 

respecting its borders. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The Wakhan Corridor is approximately 350 kilometers long and rises to 4,923 meters in altitude. 

• China’s Xinjiang province shares borders with 14 countries, making it central to the Belt and Road 

Initiative. 

• Pakistan has hosted millions of Afghan refugees, showcasing its commitment to regional peace. 

To wrap up, The article highlights the geopolitical intricacies of the Wakhan Corridor and the challenges posed by 

India's propaganda against Pakistan. It emphasizes the need for regional cooperation to counter misinformation and 

foster economic growth, ensuring stability in South and Central Asia. 

 

 

48. Religion In Politics And Economics 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan has uniquely resisted embedding religion into its governance structure, unlike its neighbors. While religion 

played a role in its creation, Muhammad Ali Jinnah envisioned Pakistan as a secular state safeguarding Muslim 

identity, not imposing Islamic governance. This vision faced challenges, particularly under General Zia-ul-Haq, 

who introduced Islamic rhetoric but refrained from altering governance fundamentally. In contrast, neighboring 

countries like Iran and Afghanistan adopted distinct Islamic governance models, while India under Narendra Modi 

pursued Hindutva, sidelining its secular constitution. The article underscores how Pakistan's secular framework 

remains strained by regional and internal religious dynamics, such as the Sunni-Shia divide and Taliban influence. 

The regional landscape reflects a complex interplay of religion and politics, with sectarian conflicts intensifying in 

Afghanistan, Iran, and now Syria. Modi’s India is experiencing rising Hindu nationalism, creating marginalization 

for its 200 million Muslims. Pakistan, despite its efforts to maintain secular governance, grapples with religious 

spillovers from neighbors and growing resentment among Indian Muslims. This raises concerns about potential 

migration crises, akin to 1947. The article highlights the ongoing tension between secularism and religious influence 

in Pakistan's statehood amidst its geopolitical realities. 

➢ Overview: 

The article discusses the historical and contemporary challenges to Pakistan’s secular governance amidst rising 

religiosity in neighboring countries. It evaluates the impact of regional politics, such as India's Hindutva and 

Afghanistan’s Taliban rule, on Pakistan’s identity and governance. 
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➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's journey toward maintaining a secular governance structure is rooted in Muhammad Ali Jinnah's vision, 

which aimed to protect Muslim identity without enforcing Islamic rule. Despite this, challenges emerged, especially 

during General Zia-ul-Haq’s era, when symbolic Islamization altered societal norms but left governance largely 

secular. The country’s neighbors, however, followed different paths: Iran and Afghanistan embraced distinct Islamic 

governance models based on Shia and Sunni ideologies, while India under Modi’s Hindutva policies increasingly 

marginalized its 200 million Muslims, deviating from its secular constitution. These dynamics, coupled with 

sectarian tensions and cross-border influences, pose ongoing challenges for Pakistan. Historical events like the 1947 

migration and the influence of neighboring religious nationalism continue to shape the country’s socio-political 

landscape, making secularism a key but fragile pillar of its governance. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Evolution of Pakistan’s governance system, religious influences. 

• International Relations: Sectarian conflicts and regional diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Rising religious nationalism in South Asia. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s vision for Pakistan focused on preserving Muslim culture without enforcing Islamic rule. 

For instance, his statement contrasting Muslim dietary practices with Hindu worship of cows symbolized cultural 

identity, not religious governance. However, under General Zia, terms like "interest" were changed to "profit," 

reflecting superficial Islamization. In contrast, Iran and Afghanistan implemented distinct Islamic systems, 

influenced by Sunni and Shia ideologies. India, under Modi’s Hindutva agenda, is marginalizing its 200 million 

Muslims, a shift from its secular constitution drafted by BR Ambedkar. These examples highlight how religion 

shapes governance differently across South Asia. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan shares borders with four countries: India, China, Afghanistan, and Iran, three of which are religious 

states. 

• India houses 200 million Muslims under increasing marginalization. 

• Migration during the 1947 Partition saw 8 million Muslims move to Pakistan. 

To wrap up, The article emphasizes the resilience of Pakistan’s secular identity amidst regional religious challenges. 

It works as a reminder of the complexities of balancing cultural identity with governance and the socio-political 

implications of religious nationalism in South Asia. 
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49. The TTP Conundrum — Positions And Solutions 

➢ Summary: 

The TTP conundrum remains a critical issue, necessitating a recalibration of approaches by Afghanistan and 

Pakistan to foster peace and stability. Afghanistan's initial denial of TTP's presence evolved into reluctant 

acknowledgment, influenced by Pakistan's irrefutable intelligence and invocation of the 2020 Doha Agreement. 

However, Kabul's inability and unwillingness to confront TTP reflect deeper complexities, such as Afghan fraternity 

and the tactical leverage TTP provides. On Pakistan's end, strategic patience and targeted classifications of TTP 

cadres into white, grey, and black categories could pave the way for resolution. Pragmatic measures, such as 

controlled negotiations, economic support to Kabul, and promoting people-to-people connections, hold the promise 

of reducing hostilities and rebuilding bilateral trust. 

A sustainable solution requires both nations to navigate historical grievances and geopolitical realities thoughtfully. 

The Haqqanis' role is pivotal in curbing TTP's cross-border actions, while Pakistan must prioritize nuanced 

responses over knee-jerk reactions like border closures. Ultimately, the path to peace lies in mutual concessions, 

controlled rhetoric, and cooperation, as prolonged hostility only fuels conspiracy theories and instability. Both 

nations must rise to the occasion and demonstrate the resolve to forge a future free of strife. 

➢ Overview: 

The article explores the intricacies of the TTP crisis from Afghan and Pakistani perspectives, highlighting historical 

tensions, diplomatic challenges, and actionable solutions to restore bilateral harmony. 

➢ NOTES: 

The TTP conundrum highlights significant aspects of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, focusing on terrorism, 

security, and regional stability. Afghanistan's stance has shifted from outright denial of TTP's presence to reluctant 

acknowledgment under pressure from Pakistan's intelligence. The article emphasizes the importance of pragmatic 

solutions, including the classification of TTP members into categories—white, grey, and black—for tailored 

responses. It also underscores the necessity of promoting people-to-people connections, avoiding impulsive actions 

like border closures, and providing economic support to Afghanistan to mitigate the crisis. The Haqqanis’ pivotal 

role in controlling TTP activities and addressing logistical and socio-economic issues is also discussed as a potential 

avenue for diffusing tensions. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Security concerns and counterterrorism strategies. 

• International Relations: Regional diplomacy and conflict resolution. 

• Current Affairs: Pakistan-Afghanistan bilateral ties and security dynamics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) is a militant group operating between Pakistan and Afghanistan, posing 

significant security threats. The article explains how Afghanistan initially denied their presence but later conceded 

due to diplomatic and intelligence efforts by Pakistan. It introduces concepts like the 2020 Doha Agreement, which 

binds Afghanistan to prevent its soil from being used for terrorism, and Pashtunwali, a traditional Pashtun code 

emphasizing fraternity and hospitality. Practical measures like classifying TTP cadres into different groups for 

rehabilitation or punishment and fostering economic and social ties are proposed to address the issue. These steps 

demonstrate that diplomacy, combined with strategic planning, can tackle complex regional challenges effectively. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 2020 Doha Agreement: Key international treaty influencing the situation. 

• Three Trans-frontier Strikes: Pakistan's assertive response to TTP's actions. 

 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

50. Pakistan's Economic Revival 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan's economic revival is a story of resilience, transformation, and strategic reform. After grappling with a 

staggering 38% inflation rate and near-stagnant GDP growth in 2023, the government introduced bold initiatives 

such as the Uraan Pakistan program to steer the nation towards export-led growth. By modernizing agriculture, 

expanding the IT sector, and targeting sustainable industries like renewable energy and pharmaceuticals, Pakistan 

has gradually turned the tide. Inflation dropped to 4.1%, exports grew by 7.1%, and the IT sector experienced a 

phenomenal 28% year-on-year growth. These achievements, coupled with record remittances of $35 billion and a 

stock market return of 87% in dollar terms, reflect a newfound optimism in the nation’s economic trajectory. 

However, challenges persist. Structural inefficiencies in revenue collection, energy management, and state-owned 

enterprises (SOEs) remain substantial roadblocks. The government's reformist budget, focused on broadening the 

tax base and modernizing the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), is a step in the right direction. At the Davos 

Conference, Pakistan's leadership showcased its strategic geographic location, Special Economic Zones under 

CPEC, and a climate-resilient development model as compelling reasons for foreign investment. To sustain 

momentum, critical steps like improving energy sector governance, prioritizing renewable energy, and privatizing 

SOEs are indispensable. With its eyes set on sustainable development, Pakistan is emerging as a regional economic 

contender. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights Pakistan’s economic journey from crisis to recovery through strategic reforms. It outlines 

initiatives like Uraan Pakistan, which focus on export-led growth, public-private partnerships, and fiscal discipline. 

The discussion covers the government's efforts to attract foreign investment, the IT sector's exponential growth, and 

the significance of addressing structural inefficiencies for long-term sustainability. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores Pakistan's economic revival through strategic reforms and initiatives like Uraan Pakistan, 

focusing on export-led growth, fiscal discipline, and public-private partnerships. It highlights the reduction of 

inflation to 4.1%, growth in goods exports by 7.1%, and a 28% year-on-year increase in the IT sector, signaling 

industrial resurgence. Key reforms include modernizing the agriculture sector, expanding the IT industry, and 

targeting renewable energy, textiles, and pharmaceuticals. Measures such as broadening the tax base, modernizing 

the FBR, and prioritizing climate resilience have enhanced investor confidence, as evidenced by $35 billion in 

remittances and an 87% dollar-term return by the Pakistan Stock Exchange. However, the persistence of 

inefficiencies in SOEs, revenue collection, and energy distribution presents significant challenges. The 

government's efforts to attract foreign investment, privatize SOEs, and promote sustainability reflect a commitment 

to embedding resilience and competitiveness into the economic framework. This roadmap, though promising, 

demands continued reforms to ensure long-term economic stability and growth. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

➢ Pakistan Affairs: Economic policies and reforms in Pakistan. Role of public-private partnerships in 

economic development. Agriculture and industrial modernization in Pakistan. 

➢ Current Affairs: Global economic challenges and opportunities. Role of international financial institutions 

(IMF, World Bank) in Pakistan’s economy. Sustainable development and climate resilience in Pakistan. 

➢ International Relations: Pakistan's engagement with global forums like Davos. Importance of foreign direct 

investment and international trade agreements. Economic diplomacy and regional economic stability. 

➢ Governance and Public Policies: Fiscal discipline and tax reforms in Pakistan. Governance in state-owned 

enterprises (SOEs). Role of digitalization in public administration and tax compliance. 
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➢ Environmental Science: Climate resilience and renewable energy initiatives in Pakistan. Sustainable 

development goals and their integration into economic policies. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses Pakistan's journey toward economic recovery after a financial crisis. Initiatives like the Uraan 

Pakistan program aim to boost exports, modernize agriculture, and expand IT. Inflation has dropped significantly, 

foreign investments have increased, and remittances from overseas Pakistanis have reached record highs. For 

example, a 28% growth in the IT sector reflects the government's focus on emerging industries. However, challenges 

like energy inefficiencies and underperforming SOEs must be tackled to ensure sustained growth. Efforts to attract 

foreign investors at the Davos Conference further signify Pakistan's commitment to becoming a global economic 

contender. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Inflation reduced from 38% to 4.1%. 

• IT sector grew by 28% year-on-year. 

• Goods exports increased by 7.1%. 

• Record remittances reached $35 billion. 

• Pakistan Stock Exchange provided an 87% return in dollar terms. 

• $20 billion collaboration with the World Bank for health, education, and climate resilience. 

To wrap up, Pakistan’s economic revival reflects a bold commitment to reform, resilience, and innovation. While 

the achievements are commendable, addressing structural inefficiencies and governance issues remains critical. By 

leveraging its strengths and aligning with global trends, Pakistan is poised to carve a niche in the regional and global 

economic landscape. This transformative journey is a testament to the potential of strategic planning and 

collaborative efforts. 

51. Trump 2 Pro Max 

➢ Summary: 

Donald Trump's second term as the U.S. president, termed "Trump 2 Pro Max," highlights a striking shift in 

governance and style compared to his first tenure. Unlike the chaotic beginning of 2017, the 2024 transition was 

marked by seamless execution, strategic initiatives, and an ambitious policy agenda. Within the first three days, his 

administration secured over $1.1 trillion in investments, including a $500 billion AI project and a $600 billion 

pledge from Saudi Arabia. This robust start also featured groundbreaking policies on AI and cryptocurrency and the 

declassification of historic assassination investigations. Trump's energy and strategic prowess, even at 78, stood in 

stark contrast to his predecessor's declining health, presenting him as a force of renewed vigor and determination. 

Amid the grandeur of power transition, Trump’s policies aimed at bolstering American dominance in technology 

and manufacturing resonated with his campaign promises. His inaugural speeches, brimming with confidence and 

vision, replaced the rhetoric of “American carnage” with “American decline,” signaling a fresh narrative. By 

leveraging economic diplomacy, Trump pressured global powers like Saudi Arabia to increase investments while 

hinting at revising traditional alliances. His vision to eliminate nuclear weapons and resolve global conflicts 

underscored his aspiration to leave a profound legacy. However, underlying cultural and political tensions in 

America remain unresolved, casting uncertainty over the long-term impact of his leadership. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines Trump's seamless transition into his second term as president, focusing on his strategic 

policymaking, dynamic leadership, and economic diplomacy. It also highlights the cultural and political challenges 

still lingering in American society. 
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➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s leadership exemplifies how effective policymaking and economic diplomacy can shape global narratives. 

His swift transition into power demonstrates the importance of strategic planning and execution, particularly in 

securing investments like the $500 billion AI initiative and the $600 billion Saudi pledge. This highlights how 

innovation and technology remain central to global dominance. Moreover, the focus on declassifying significant 

historical events reflects the use of transparency as a governance tool. Despite his decisive leadership, underlying 

cultural and political divisions in America underline the challenges of uniting diverse societies, a key lesson in 

governance and public policy. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (Global power dynamics, diplomacy, and alliances) 

• Governance and Public Policy (Leadership and policy execution) 

• U.S. History and Politics (Presidential leadership styles and transitions) 

• Technology and Development (AI and cryptocurrency policy initiatives) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Understanding this article requires familiarity with the concepts of leadership, diplomacy, and policymaking. For 

example, Trump’s swift securing of $1.1 trillion in investments reflects how economic diplomacy works – 

convincing other nations to invest based on mutual benefits. His focus on AI and cryptocurrency highlights modern 

governance, where technological advancements play a key role in global power dynamics. Meanwhile, unresolved 

tensions in American culture illustrate how societal challenges persist despite political transitions. Facts like the 

$500 billion AI initiative and Saudi Arabia’s $600 billion pledge underscore the significance of strategic economic 

partnerships. 

 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• $500 billion investment in AI infrastructure across the U.S. through "Project Stargate." 

• $600 billion Saudi pledge over four years, totaling $1.1 trillion in commitments during the first three days 

of Trump’s term. 

• Trump’s inaugural address was the longest delivered by any U.S. president. 

• Announced plans to make America the global capital of AI and cryptocurrency. 

• Called for OPEC to lower oil prices to potentially end the Ukraine war. 

• Declassified files related to JFK, RFK, and MLK Jr.’s assassinations. 

• Secured bipartisan victories, winning seven swing states, and gained control of both Congress chambers. 

 

To wrap up, The article captures the essence of Trump's renewed leadership, marked by strategic brilliance, 

ambitious policymaking, and economic diplomacy. However, it also reminds us of the unresolved societal 

challenges that no leadership, however transformative, can overlook. This blend of ambition and uncertainty 

provides valuable lessons for understanding governance, diplomacy, and the complexities of global leadership. 
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52. Trump's First Week In Office 

➢ Summary: 

President Donald Trump’s first week in office was marked by dramatic policy shifts and bold executive orders, 

reflecting his campaign promises. Within minutes of his inauguration, Trump nullified 78 executive orders issued 

by his predecessor Joe Biden. Among his controversial decisions were declaring a national emergency to deport 

illegal immigrants, withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement, and pulling the US out of the World Health 

Organization. His immigration policies had far-reaching consequences, particularly for Afghan nationals who had 

worked for the US military and were awaiting resettlement. Over 25,000 Afghan refugees, temporarily housed in 

Pakistan, now face uncertainty as the Trump administration suspended their resettlement programs, testing US-

Pakistan relations. Despite his sweeping domestic actions, Trump has taken a relatively restrained approach towards 

China, opting to express openness to dialogue and a potential visit to Beijing. 

While Trump initially promised to resolve the Russia-Ukraine conflict within 24 hours of taking office, his actions 

so far have focused on influencing global oil prices through OPEC nations to address the war's broader economic 

impact. His rhetoric remains filled with contradictions, as he simultaneously seeks to fulfill his "America First" 

agenda while attempting to maintain diplomatic balance. Trump's first week underscores the uncertainty 

surrounding his administration’s policies, suggesting a tumultuous road ahead for both domestic and international 

affairs. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the unprecedented start to Donald Trump’s presidency, focusing on his aggressive domestic 

policies and their global implications. His decisions have not only stirred debates on immigration and climate 

policies but also placed significant strain on US-Pakistan relations and the future of Afghan refugees. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s presidency began with swift and decisive actions, including the annulment of 78 executive orders issued 

by Joe Biden, signaling a dramatic policy shift. His controversial immigration policies, particularly targeting illegal 

immigrants, caused significant challenges for Afghan refugees who had worked with the US military and were 

awaiting resettlement. Over 25,000 Afghan nationals, temporarily hosted by Pakistan, now face uncertainty due to 

the suspension of their resettlement programs, testing US-Pakistan relations. Domestically, Trump withdrew the US 

from the Paris Climate Agreement and the World Health Organization, raising concerns about America’s role in 

addressing global challenges. His initial foreign policy actions, such as softening his stance on China and linking 

the Russia-Ukraine conflict to oil prices, reflect an evolving and unpredictable strategy. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US foreign policy, Pakistan-US relations, global refugee crises. 

• Environmental Science: Implications of withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Afghan refugee situation and its impact on Pakistan. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Executive power and its role in shaping national and international policies. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump's presidency began with bold decisions that quickly changed US policies. For instance, he canceled 78 orders 

from the previous administration and introduced strict immigration rules, which affected thousands of Afghan 

refugees awaiting resettlement. Imagine someone promising quick solutions but then introducing complex and 

divisive policies—this describes Trump's first week in office. He also left agreements like the Paris Climate Accord, 

which aimed to reduce global warming, raising concerns about the US’s commitment to environmental issues. While 

he promised strong measures against China and a quick resolution to the Ukraine war, his actions in these areas 

remain vague, showing how unpredictable political decisions can be. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 78 executive orders revoked within minutes of taking office. 

• 1,660 Afghan refugees denied boarding flights despite US-issued visas. 

• 25,000 Afghans temporarily housed in Pakistan face resettlement delays. 

 

To wrap up, Donald Trump’s initial week as president set a precedent for his administration’s unpredictable and 

polarizing nature. His aggressive domestic policies, coupled with ambiguous foreign strategies, reflect his 

commitment to an "America First" agenda. The article underscores the complex interplay between political 

decisions and their far-reaching consequences, providing valuable insight into the challenges of governance in a 

globalized world. 

 

53. Reemergence Of Islamic Extremism 

➢ Summary: 

The resurgence of Islamic extremism, primarily led by ISIS, is intricately linked to the 2003 US invasion of Iraq, 

which dismantled Saddam Hussein's authority, leaving a power vacuum that Islamic extremist groups exploited. 

ISIS, founded under Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, capitalized on the chaos in Syria during the Arab Spring to declare a 

caliphate in Mosul in 2014. The group orchestrated terror attacks across Europe, the Middle East, and beyond, using 

three strategies: directly orchestrated acts, internet-enabled operations, and lone-wolf attacks. Despite Baghdadi’s 

elimination in 2019, ISIS remains a threat, exemplified by its Afghan affiliate ISIS-K, whose operations in South 

Asia pose significant challenges to regional stability. The article explores ISIS’s ideological underpinnings, its 

sectarian objectives against Shia Muslims, and its evolving tactics, emphasizing the pressing need for a robust 

counterterrorism approach. 

In addition to its historical context, the piece highlights ISIS’s global reach, citing heinous acts like the 2025 New 

Orleans truck attack and the 2024 bombings in Iran and Russia. It underscores the group’s exploitation of online 

platforms to recruit adherents and inspire attacks, illustrating how terrorism has transformed into a form of global 

communication rather than conventional warfare. The complex dynamics between ISIS-K and the Taliban in 

Afghanistan, as well as Pakistan’s vulnerability to cross-border threats, are crucial concerns. These developments 

underscore the interplay between ideology, geopolitics, and counterterrorism efforts, urging policymakers to address 

the root causes of extremism and bolster international cooperation. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines the origins, evolution, and global impact of ISIS, emphasizing its use of terror as 

communication, its sectarian agenda, and its exploitation of regional instabilities. It also looks  into the broader 

implications for international security and counterterrorism strategies. 

➢ NOTES: 

The origins of ISIS trace back to the 2003 US invasion of Iraq, which dismantled Saddam Hussein's regime and 

created a power vacuum that extremist groups exploited. Under Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, ISIS declared a caliphate in 

Mosul in 2014, leveraging the Syrian civil war and sectarian divisions to expand its influence. The group's 

operations are categorized into directed attacks, internet-enabled activities, and lone-wolf terrorism, with high-

profile incidents like the New Orleans truck attack and bombings in Iran and Russia illustrating its global reach. 

ISIS-K, its South Asian affiliate, poses significant challenges in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region, where it clashes 

with the Taliban over differing interpretations of Islamic governance. The article emphasizes the importance of 

addressing ideological roots, fostering regional cooperation, and adapting counterterrorism strategies to combat this 

persistent threat effectively. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Terrorism and global security. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Border security and extremism in South Asia. 

• Current Affairs: Sectarian conflicts and their geopolitical implications. 

• Essay: Roots and repercussions of terrorism. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses ISIS, a terrorist organization that emerged from the chaos in Iraq and Syria, and explains its 

tactics of using the internet to spread terror. For example, ISIS-inspired lone-wolf attacks, like the New Orleans 

truck attack, show how individuals influenced by the group can carry out acts of violence. The term "caliphate" 

refers to an Islamic state, which ISIS claimed to establish in 2014. It also highlights the rivalry between Sunni and 

Shia Muslims, with ISIS targeting Shia-majority regions. By understanding these terms, one can grasp how 

terrorism affects global security. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• ISIS declared a caliphate in 2014 in Mosul, Iraq. 

• In 2025, a New Orleans attack killed 14 and injured many. 

• ISIS-K carried out bombings in Iran in 2024, killing over 80. 

• ISIS-K is increasingly active in Afghanistan-Pakistan border areas. 

 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores the enduring threat of ISIS and its offshoots, emphasizing the need for a multi-

faceted approach to counter extremism. Addressing root causes, strengthening international collaboration, and 

leveraging counter-narratives are crucial to mitigating the group's influence and ensuring long-term stability. 

 

54. Reemergence Of Islamic Extremism 

➢ Summary: 

The resurgence of Islamic extremism, primarily led by ISIS, is intricately linked to the 2003 US invasion of Iraq, 

which dismantled Saddam Hussein's authority, leaving a power vacuum that Islamic extremist groups exploited. 

ISIS, founded under Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, capitalized on the chaos in Syria during the Arab Spring to declare a 

caliphate in Mosul in 2014. The group orchestrated terror attacks across Europe, the Middle East, and beyond, using 

three strategies: directly orchestrated acts, internet-enabled operations, and lone-wolf attacks. Despite Baghdadi’s 

elimination in 2019, ISIS remains a threat, exemplified by its Afghan affiliate ISIS-K, whose operations in South 

Asia pose significant challenges to regional stability. The article explores ISIS’s ideological underpinnings, its 

sectarian objectives against Shia Muslims, and its evolving tactics, emphasizing the pressing need for a robust 

counterterrorism approach. 

In addition to its historical context, the piece highlights ISIS’s global reach, citing heinous acts like the 2025 New 

Orleans truck attack and the 2024 bombings in Iran and Russia. It underscores the group’s exploitation of online 

platforms to recruit adherents and inspire attacks, illustrating how terrorism has transformed into a form of global 

communication rather than conventional warfare. The complex dynamics between ISIS-K and the Taliban in 

Afghanistan, as well as Pakistan’s vulnerability to cross-border threats, are crucial concerns. These developments 

underscore the interplay between ideology, geopolitics, and counterterrorism efforts, urging policymakers to address 

the root causes of extremism and bolster international cooperation. 
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➢ Overview: 

This article examines the origins, evolution, and global impact of ISIS, emphasizing its use of terror as 

communication, its sectarian agenda, and its exploitation of regional instabilities. It also looks  into the broader 

implications for international security and counterterrorism strategies. 

➢ NOTES: 

The origins of ISIS trace back to the 2003 US invasion of Iraq, which dismantled Saddam Hussein's regime and 

created a power vacuum that extremist groups exploited. Under Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, ISIS declared a caliphate in 

Mosul in 2014, leveraging the Syrian civil war and sectarian divisions to expand its influence. The group's 

operations are categorized into directed attacks, internet-enabled activities, and lone-wolf terrorism, with high-

profile incidents like the New Orleans truck attack and bombings in Iran and Russia illustrating its global reach. 

ISIS-K, its South Asian affiliate, poses significant challenges in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region, where it clashes 

with the Taliban over differing interpretations of Islamic governance. The article emphasizes the importance of 

addressing ideological roots, fostering regional cooperation, and adapting counterterrorism strategies to combat this 

persistent threat effectively. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Terrorism and global security. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Border security and extremism in South Asia. 

• Current Affairs: Sectarian conflicts and their geopolitical implications. 

• Essay: Roots and repercussions of terrorism. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses ISIS, a terrorist organization that emerged from the chaos in Iraq and Syria, and explains its 

tactics of using the internet to spread terror. For example, ISIS-inspired lone-wolf attacks, like the New Orleans 

truck attack, show how individuals influenced by the group can carry out acts of violence. The term "caliphate" 

refers to an Islamic state, which ISIS claimed to establish in 2014. It also highlights the rivalry between Sunni and 

Shia Muslims, with ISIS targeting Shia-majority regions. By understanding these terms, one can grasp how 

terrorism affects global security. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• ISIS declared a caliphate in 2014 in Mosul, Iraq. 

• In 2025, a New Orleans attack killed 14 and injured many. 

• ISIS-K carried out bombings in Iran in 2024, killing over 80. 

• ISIS-K is increasingly active in Afghanistan-Pakistan border areas. 

To wrap up, The article underscores the enduring threat of ISIS and its offshoots, emphasizing the need for a multi-

faceted approach to counter extremism. Addressing root causes, strengthening international collaboration, and 

leveraging counter-narratives are crucial to mitigating the group's influence and ensuring long-term stability. 

 

55. Pakistan In Our Image 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan’s political landscape is marred by a fundamental failure to uphold democratic principles and constitutional 

integrity. Talat Masood underscores how the leadership remains divided on critical issues, engaging in public brawls 

and personal attacks rather than constructive discourse. This internal discord, coupled with the establishment’s 

historic interference in governance through coups and prolonged military rule, has severely crippled the democratic 

process. The consequences of this institutional erosion are visible in the country’s faltering economy, with a sluggish 
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GDP growth rate of 2.4% for 2024-25 and soaring inflation at 23.4%, as reported by the Asian Development Bank. 

Pakistan’s reliance on foreign aid and IMF bailouts, rather than self-sustaining economic reforms, continues to cast 

a long shadow over its future. The imprisonment of Imran Khan and the systematic suppression of opposition voices 

further degrade the democratic ethos, pushing the country towards a governance model that lacks accountability 

and public trust. Masood stresses that without an urgent recalibration of political priorities, Pakistan risks further 

alienation on the global stage and an internal socio-economic collapse. 

Beyond politics and economy, security concerns, particularly in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, add another 

layer to Pakistan’s challenges. The Afghan Taliban’s passive approach towards militant groups like the TTP has 

exacerbated instability, making border regions increasingly vulnerable. Masood argues that Pakistan’s leadership 

must adopt a proactive stance, fostering better ties with Afghanistan to mitigate cross-border threats while also 

addressing internal governance failures. He draws a sharp contrast between Pakistan and global powers like the US, 

China, and Western Europe, attributing their success to advancements in science, technology, and education. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan lags in these critical areas, further diminishing its global standing. The article acts as a call to 

action, urging the leadership to shift from reactive governance to a long-term, strategic approach that prioritizes 

democratic integrity, economic independence, and national security. Without such a shift, Pakistan will remain 

entrenched in a cycle of political instability, economic dependence, and deteriorating governance. 

➢ Overview: 

This article critically examines Pakistan’s political dysfunction, economic frailty, and security dilemmas, 

highlighting the leadership’s failure to address systemic issues. It underscores the consequences of constitutional 

violations, economic stagnation, and regional security threats, urging immediate corrective measures. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s governance crisis stems from political disunity, military intervention, and disregard for constitutional 

principles, leading to instability and weakening democratic institutions. The economy remains fragile, with slow 

GDP growth and high inflation, making the country heavily dependent on IMF bailouts and foreign assistance. 

Security concerns, particularly in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, continue to escalate due to the Afghan 

Taliban’s lax stance on militant groups like the TTP, further complicating regional stability. The suppression of 

opposition, particularly Imran Khan’s imprisonment, undermines democratic norms, raising questions about 

electoral fairness and political freedom. The lack of investment in science, technology, and education further 

hampers Pakistan’s progress compared to global powers, highlighting the urgent need for reforms to strengthen 

governance, stabilize the economy, and enhance security. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Political Science (Governance and Public Administration) 

• International Relations (Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations, Security Policies) 

• Pakistan Affairs (Economic Challenges, Democratic Governance) 

• Current Affairs (Inflation, IMF Dependency, Regional Geopolitics) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

A country’s leadership must function like a well-managed team, where members, despite differences, work towards 

a common goal. Pakistan’s political leadership, however, is engaged in internal conflicts rather than constructive 

governance, leading to inefficiency and instability. Just as a student who relies on borrowing instead of earning 

remains financially insecure, Pakistan’s persistent dependence on foreign aid and IMF loans keeps it vulnerable to 

external pressures. Similarly, a household that neglects education and skill development cannot improve its future 

prospects—Pakistan’s failure to invest in science and technology leaves it lagging behind in global advancements. 

Moreover, security instability, like a neighborhood plagued by unchecked criminal activity, discourages investment 
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and progress. Unless Pakistan prioritizes governance reforms, economic self-sufficiency, and strategic 

policymaking, it will continue to struggle with instability and stagnation. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s GDP growth rate for 2024-25 is projected at 2.4%, significantly lower than regional counterparts. 

• Inflation in 2024 stood at a staggering 23.4%, making basic necessities unaffordable for millions. 

• Imran Khan’s 14-year prison sentence has intensified political instability and raised concerns about 

democratic suppression. 

To sum up, The article paints a sobering picture of Pakistan’s trajectory, where persistent governance failures, 

economic dependency, and security threats continue to undermine national progress. Without a paradigm shift 

towards democratic accountability, economic resilience, and strategic policymaking, Pakistan will struggle to 

reclaim its standing on both regional and global fronts. The urgent need for reform cannot be overstated. 

56. Money Over The Right To Indus Water 

➢ Summary: 

Punjab's ambitious Rs211 billion canal project to divert Indus water to Cholistan has reignited longstanding 

interprovincial tensions, particularly alarming Sindh, which already faces acute water shortages threatening 60 

million residents. The project’s ecological risks, including soil salinity and habitat destruction, further deepen 

opposition. Historically, water disputes in the region trace back to the post-World War I era, involving Punjab, 

Sindh, Bahawalpur, and Bikaner states under British arbitration. After Partition, these conflicts intensified, 

culminating in the Indus Waters Treaty (1960), which allocated the three eastern rivers to India, creating a domestic 

imbalance within Pakistan. The Water Apportionment Accord of 1991 sought to distribute Indus water fairly among 

provinces, but disparities persist, particularly for Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, which lacks infrastructure to utilize its full 

share. Federal commitments, including the CRBC Lift-cum-Gravity Project, remain unfulfilled, exacerbating 

provincial grievances. 

The Indus River System Authority (IRSA) and constitutional provisions, particularly Article 155, provide legal 

mechanisms for resolving water disputes. The Council of Common Interests (CCI) acts as the ultimate arbitrator, 

yet federal reluctance to address provincial concerns perpetuates inequities. While Punjab and Sindh receive the 

lion’s share of water allocations, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa struggles to use its entitled quota, losing nearly 34% 

annually due to inadequate infrastructure. This imbalance underscores broader federal-provincial strains, 

necessitating strict adherence to constitutional principles and cooperative governance. Any unilateral decision on 

Indus water allocation risks fueling centrifugal tendencies, undermining national cohesion. Upholding federalism 

is imperative to ensuring equitable resource distribution and maintaining interprovincial harmony. 

➢ Overview: 

The article explores Pakistan’s historical and ongoing water disputes, focusing on Punjab’s controversial canal 

project and its implications for Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. It highlights the challenges of water distribution 

under the 1991 Accord and the role of legal frameworks in dispute resolution. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Article highlights Pakistan’s longstanding water disputes, particularly focusing on Punjab’s Rs211 billion canal 

project, which has sparked concerns in Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. Historically, the Indus River has been a 

source of contention since the post-World War I era, with conflicts intensifying after Partition. The 1960 Indus 

Waters Treaty, brokered by the World Bank, divided river rights between India and Pakistan, leaving Pakistan reliant 

on the Indus system. This led to internal disputes, which the 1991 Water Apportionment Accord aimed to resolve 

by allocating water among provinces. However, challenges persist, especially for Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, which 

lacks the infrastructure to fully utilize its share, losing nearly 34% of its allocated water annually. The Indus River 
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System Authority (IRSA) and the Council of Common Interests (CCI) play pivotal roles in water regulation, with 

Article 155 of the Constitution providing a legal framework for resolving disputes. Punjab and Sindh, receiving the 

largest shares, continue to dominate water allocations, while Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa struggle with 

underutilization and federal neglect. The article underscores the need for cooperative federalism to address these 

disparities and prevent political and ecological fallout from unilateral decisions. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs (Water disputes, Indus Waters Treaty, federal-provincial relations) 

• International Relations (Pakistan-India water sharing) 

• Environmental Science (Water management, ecological consequences) 

• Governance and Public Administration (Role of federal bodies in resource distribution) 

 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Water disputes occur when regions or countries argue over shared water sources, like Pakistan and India with the 

Indus River. Federalism means power is divided between the central government and provinces, ensuring equal 

distribution of resources. Indus Waters Treaty (1960) divided rivers between Pakistan and India. Pakistan lost 

control of three eastern rivers, creating internal shortages. Article 155 allows provinces to formally complain if 

water supply issues affect their population. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Punjab’s Rs211 billion canal project threatens Sindh’s 60 million residents. 

• Indus River originates in Tibet, flowing through Gilgit-Baltistan, KP, Punjab, and Sindh. 

• 1960 Indus Waters Treaty allocated Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi to India, increasing Pakistan’s reliance on the 

Indus system. 

• 1991 Water Accord allocated 69.03 km³ (55.94 MAF) to Punjab, 60.17 km³ (48.76 MAF) to Sindh, 7.13 

km³ (5.78 MAF) to Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, and 4.78 km³ (3.87 MAF) to Balochistan. 

• Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa loses 34% of its annual water share due to lack of infrastructure. 

 

 

To wrap up, Pakistan’s water disputes remain a major challenge to federal cohesion. While legal frameworks exist 

to mediate conflicts, political reluctance and infrastructural gaps continue to widen provincial disparities. Equitable 

water distribution is vital for maintaining national unity, and unilateral decisions by any province risk deepening 

interprovincial divides. A cooperative approach, backed by constitutional principles, is the only way forward. 
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The Nation –  

57. SAARC’s Revival 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights the ongoing struggles of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) and its 

unrealized potential as a regional platform. Although the organization was established with the aim of promoting 

economic, cultural, and political cooperation in South Asia, it has faced stagnation, largely due to India’s dominant 

regional ambitions and ongoing conflicts, especially with Pakistan. India’s preference for bilateral relations and 

alternative organizations like BIMSTEC has further weakened SAARC’s role. The article discusses the implications 

of India’s hegemonic influence within SAARC and points out that countries like Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 

Bhutan could challenge this dominance and advocate for a more inclusive regional platform, especially as leadership 

changes in Bangladesh present new opportunities. 

The piece of writing also looks into the geopolitical context of India’s shifting focus towards global strategic 

alliances such as the Quad, sidelining SAARC in favor of bilateral and multilateral engagements. The growing role 

of China in the region, through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative, adds another layer of complexity. Despite 

India’s resistance, the article suggests that there is hope for the revitalization of SAARC, with increased regional 

cooperation among smaller member states and renewed focus on shared issues like poverty, climate change, and 

security. The article emphasizes the necessity of overcoming divisions and emphasizing genuine cooperation for 

the future of South Asia. 

➢ Overview: 

 The article analyzes SAARC’s underperformance and stagnation, primarily due to India’s unilateral approach and 

its influence over smaller member states. The potential for SAARC’s revival is discussed, considering shifts in 

Bangladesh’s leadership and the evolving regional dynamics, including China’s growing influence. The article 

underscores the importance of regional cooperation to address shared challenges such as poverty, climate change, 

and security, suggesting that a balanced approach may help SAARC become a more effective platform in the future. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article provides critical analysis of the regional geopolitics of South Asia, emphasizing India’s role in hindering 

collective regional progress through its dominance within SAARC. Additionally, the evolving role of smaller states 

in SAARC and the influence of external actors like China should be explored in the context of Global Issues and 

International Relations, as well as regional security and economic development. 

Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: The dynamics of regional cooperation, particularly in South Asia, and the 

challenges posed by dominant regional powers like India. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article underscores the complexities of regional cooperation, particularly in the context of South Asia, where 

national interests often overshadow collective goals. It highlights how India’s dominant position in SAARC has 

often hindered smaller states from realizing the full potential of the organization. A key point is the importance of 

leadership changes, such as the political shift in Bangladesh, which could lead to a more balanced regional approach. 

Additionally, the article shows how external factors, like China’s growing influence through initiatives like the Belt 

and Road Initiative, add another layer of complexity to South Asian geopolitics. For beginners, it’s important to 

understand that the revival of SAARC hinges on overcoming longstanding political disputes and fostering 

collaboration among its members. The ability of smaller states to advocate for a more inclusive approach to regional 

cooperation is essential, and this can only be achieved by focusing on shared regional challenges such as poverty, 
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climate change, and security. This knowledge is fundamental for grasping the dynamics of South Asian politics and 

regional cooperation. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• SAARC was established in 1985 with the aim of fostering regional cooperation. 

• No SAARC summit has been held since 2014 due to ongoing conflicts and India's reluctance to engage. 

• India’s growing influence in bilateral relationships and global platforms like the Quad has sidelined 

SAARC. 

 

To wrap up, This article presents a critical analysis of SAARC’s stagnation and highlights the need for renewed 

regional cooperation in South Asia. Despite the challenges, the article offers hope for the revival of SAARC, 

especially if smaller states can unite to promote a more inclusive framework. The shifting political dynamics, 

especially with leadership changes in Bangladesh and the increasing influence of China, may provide the necessary 

push for SAARC to regain its relevance. For the region to progress, overcoming divisions and embracing 

collaborative efforts is important. 

 

58. US Oversight of Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

The article examines the deteriorating relationship between the US and Pakistan, particularly over nuclear and 

defense issues. Historically, the US supported Pakistan’s defense sector, but growing mistrust due to regional 

conflicts and Pakistan’s evolving ties with China has shifted the dynamic. The US has imposed sanctions on 

Pakistani entities in an effort to curb Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions, fearing these could shift the regional balance of 

power, especially with China’s involvement in enhancing Pakistan’s defense. Pakistan, however, defends its actions 

as necessary for maintaining equilibrium with India’s growing nuclear capabilities. The article discusses the 

complexities of the US-Pakistan relationship, highlighting the rivalry between global powers and the struggle for 

regional security. 

➢ Overview: 

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the geopolitical tensions between the US and Pakistan, focusing on 

nuclear issues and defense collaborations with China. It explores how the US’s strategic interests in the region, 

particularly its concerns about China's growing influence, are at odds with Pakistan’s defensive policies. The article 

underscores the broader implications of these tensions for global security, drawing attention to the challenges 

smaller nations face when balancing relations with powerful states. 

➢ NOTES: 

This article looks into the strategic interests of global powers, particularly the US’s approach to controlling nuclear 

proliferation and its influence over smaller nations like Pakistan. The ongoing shift in alliances, such as Pakistan's 

growing defense relationship with China, illustrates the changing dynamics of international diplomacy.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: The article directly relates to global security, nuclear diplomacy, and the role of 

major powers like the US and China in shaping regional stability. 

• South Asian Politics: The tensions between India, Pakistan, and the US, as well as Pakistan’s strategic 

defense initiatives, are key to understanding the political landscape of South Asia. 
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➢ Notes for Beginners: 

When discussing international politics, terms like "deterrence" refer to strategies designed to prevent undesirable 

actions, like nuclear escalation, through the threat of severe consequences. "Mistrust" describes the lack of 

confidence between countries, often a result of conflicting interests. "Sanctions" are tools used by powerful 

countries to impose penalties on others in hopes of enforcing international laws or norms. Understanding these 

terms is essential when analyzing political dynamics, particularly regarding nuclear policy and international 

relations. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The US has imposed sanctions on Pakistani entities such as the National Development Complex and Akhtar 

and Sons Company Limited, targeting its defense collaborations. 

• Pakistan’s defense initiatives, including developing long-range ballistic missiles and naval deterrence, are 

aimed at countering India's expanding capabilities. 

• The US maintains over 800 military bases globally, reflecting its dominant military presence. 

In a nutshell, the article highlights the intricate dynamics between the US and Pakistan, focusing on nuclear 

deterrence, strategic partnerships, and defense policies. It sheds light on how the US's strategic interests in curbing 

nuclear proliferation clash with Pakistan’s efforts to maintain regional security through alliances with China. The 

key takeaway is the need for smaller nations to navigate the pressures of global powers while safeguarding their 

sovereignty and security in a rapidly changing geopolitical landscape. 

 

59. Pakistan’s Threat Perceptions 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan’s long-range ballistic missile program (LRBMP) has ignited geopolitical debates, particularly with the 

U.S., which perceives it as a threat extending beyond South Asia. Despite Pakistan's declared India-centric intent to 

ensure strategic balance in the region, the U.S. has imposed sanctions on Pakistani entities, citing concerns about 

non-proliferation. These accusations, seen by many as baseless, reflect deeper geopolitical maneuvering, possibly 

linked to the U.S.’s broader strategies in the Greater Middle East Region (GMER). While India advances its missile 

capabilities, it escapes similar scrutiny, highlighting selective morality in global politics. Pakistan’s missile 

advancements are rooted in its defense against existential threats, aiming to deter aggression effectively. 

Furthermore, the U.S.'s stance raises critical questions about its intentions. Is this a strategy to pressure Pakistan 

into unfavorable geopolitical alignments, particularly as tensions brew around Iran and the broader South-Central 

Asian Region? With Iran facing potential U.S.-led destabilization, Pakistan may face growing threats along its 

western borders, complicating its security landscape. The evolving Abraham Accords and shifting regional alliances 

further accentuate these challenges. For Pakistan, a continuous reassessment of its defense strategy is essential to 

safeguard its sovereignty amidst these tumultuous developments. 

➢ Overview: 

The article looks into U.S. concerns over Pakistan’s LRBMP, exploring the geopolitical tensions it triggers. It 

analyzes the selective scrutiny by the U.S. and underscores the need for Pakistan to evolve its defense strategies in 

response to these challenges. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article explores the U.S.'s concerns over Pakistan's long-range ballistic missile program (LRBMP), which it 

claims could threaten regions beyond South Asia, including its own interests. Despite Pakistan's clarification that 

its missile capabilities are India-specific and essential for regional balance, the U.S. has imposed sanctions on 160 

Pakistani entities, citing non-proliferation concerns. These sanctions reflect selective scrutiny, as India's missile 
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advancements, including ICBMs and MIRVs, remain unchecked. Additionally, the article highlights the broader 

geopolitical implications of U.S. strategies in the Greater Middle East Region (GMER), particularly its focus on 

Iran. A destabilized Iran poses significant security threats to Pakistan, especially along its western borders, 

potentially exacerbating terrorism in Balochistan. This situation underscores Pakistan's need to continuously adapt 

its defense policies to counter emerging challenges and safeguard its sovereignty. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan’s defense policies and regional security challenges. 

• International Relations: Geopolitical strategies in the GMER-South Asia nexus. 

• Current Affairs: U.S.-Pakistan relations and non-proliferation issues. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The U.S. has raised concerns about Pakistan's missile program, arguing it could target regions beyond South Asia, 

including its territories. However, Pakistan asserts its missiles are India-focused, ensuring defense against 

aggression. While India develops advanced missiles without similar restrictions, Pakistan faces sanctions. For 

example, sanctions on 160 entities reflect U.S. strategies to curb Pakistan’s growth. Additionally, with Iran under 

potential threat, Pakistan’s western borders may see rising instability, necessitating a robust defense policy to 

maintain regional stability. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The U.S. has sanctioned 160 Pakistani entities tied to missile development. 

• India’s missile advancements, such as MIRVs and ICBMs, remain unaddressed by U.S. policies. 

• Iran's destabilization could significantly impact Pakistan’s security along its western frontier. 

To put it simply, This article underscores the geopolitical complexities surrounding Pakistan’s LRBMP and the 

U.S.’s selective policies. It highlights the importance of maintaining a robust defense strategy amidst regional 

instability and evolving alliances. Pakistan must navigate these challenges with resilience, ensuring its sovereignty 

and strategic interests are safeguarded. 

 

60. Souring Pak-Afghan Relations 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan’s deteriorating relationship with Afghanistan has reached a critical juncture, fueled by the Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan's escalating attacks and the Afghan Taliban's overt support for these militants. The situation is 

further compounded by Pakistan’s diminishing influence over Kabul, India’s growing role in Afghan development, 

and strained diplomacy marked by border violations and retaliatory strikes. Pakistan’s reliance on the Haqqani 

network and neglect of local movements like the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) have exacerbated tensions, 

leaving the nation vulnerable to internal and external threats. The lack of trust between the two neighbors, coupled 

with economic and strategic challenges, underscores the urgent need for pragmatic dialogue and collaborative 

solutions. 

The evolving dynamics highlight Afghanistan's dependency on Pakistan’s trade routes juxtaposed with its resistance 

to Islamabad's influence. India’s strategic investment in Afghanistan has sidelined Pakistan, while the Afghan 

Taliban's rejection of the Durand Line and support for TTP assaults signal a deeper rift. This double-front conflict 

with India and Afghanistan necessitates robust defense measures and diplomatic recalibration. If Pakistan fails to 

engage in inclusive negotiations involving the PTM and Afghan stakeholders, the conflict may spiral into an 

enduring crisis with far-reaching geopolitical implications. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article outlines the fragile state of Pak-Afghan relations, focusing on TTP’s role in escalating tensions and 

Pakistan's declining influence in the region. It also looks into India's strategic engagement with Afghanistan and 

how Pakistan’s internal policies have hindered potential conflict resolution. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the escalating tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan, primarily fueled by the TTP’s 

growing attacks and the Afghan Taliban’s overt support for them. It underscores Pakistan’s reliance on the Haqqani 

network as a diplomatic channel, contrasted with its neglect of the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM), which could 

serve as a local ally. The analysis also points out India’s strategic investment in Afghanistan, overshadowing 

Pakistan’s diminishing role in the region. Border disputes, such as violations of airspace and the Afghan Taliban’s 

rejection of the Durand Line, have further strained relations. The discussion emphasizes the need for Pakistan to 

engage the PTM, regulate trade with Afghanistan, and recalibrate its diplomatic strategy to avoid further isolation 

and security threats. Failure to address these issues could result in a prolonged crisis with significant geopolitical 

ramifications. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Border disputes, TTP’s impact, and Pakistan-Afghanistan relations. 

• International Relations: Regional dynamics involving India, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Strategic implications of cross-border terrorism and trade. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan and Afghanistan face heightened tensions due to the TTP's violent actions and Kabul's support for these 

militants. For example, Pakistan bombarded TTP hideouts in retaliation, further straining relations. India’s 

investment in Afghanistan contrasts with Pakistan’s diminishing role, as India avoids asserting influence on 

Afghanistan’s internal affairs. Pakistan should engage groups like PTM and regulate trade to stabilize ties. Facts 

like Afghanistan’s reliance on Pakistan’s ports highlight the interconnectedness, but strategic missteps deepen 

mistrust. 

➢ Facts and Figures : 

• TTP attacks: The TTP has intensified its hostility, with significant attacks such as the December 21 assault 

on Pakistan’s security forces. 

• India’s investment in Afghanistan: India has invested over $2 billion in infrastructure, hospitals, and law 

enforcement training in Afghanistan. 

• Airspace violations: On December 24, Pakistan’s air force bombed TTP hideouts in Afghanistan’s Paktika 

province, an act compared to India’s Balakot airstrike in February 2019. 

• Trade dependency: Afghanistan heavily relies on Pakistan’s ports for trade, having no other maritime access 

in the region. 

• Taliban relations: Pakistan recognized the Taliban government in 1997 but has not done so since their 

takeover in August 2021, reflecting a shift in influence. 

• Border dynamics: The Afghan Taliban’s support for TTP attacks has led to increased security concerns 

along Pakistan’s northwestern border, necessitating troop deployments on both eastern and western 

frontiers. 

 

To wrap up, This article underscores the pressing need for Pakistan to recalibrate its foreign policy, prioritize 

regional diplomacy, and address internal political shortcomings. Ignoring these issues may not only worsen relations 

with Afghanistan but also weaken Pakistan’s standing in the global arena. 
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61. Pakistan’s Threat Perceptions 

➢ Summary: 

In this article, the author highlights Pakistan's escalating threat perceptions, particularly in response to the US' 

selective morality and stance on its long-range ballistic missile programme (LRBMP). The US has accused Pakistan 

of developing missile capabilities that could potentially target regions far beyond South Asia, including the 

continental USA. However, the author asserts that this accusation is unfounded and overlooks the fact that Pakistan's 

military capabilities are specifically India-focused, aimed at establishing a strategic balance and deterring 

aggression in South Asia. The article further criticizes the US for imposing sanctions on Pakistani companies 

involved in this programme, suggesting that these actions are part of a broader geopolitical maneuver to undermine 

Pakistan's national security. The writer raises critical questions about the US' motives, questioning whether it is 

deliberately trying to turn an ally into an adversary, while drawing comparisons to other nations like Russia, China, 

and North Korea, which have similar missile capabilities. 

The article also probes the broader geopolitical dynamics in the region, with particular emphasis on the potential 

conflict between the US and Pakistan. It discusses how the US might target Iran next, following its policy in the 

Middle East and its strategic interests. The author suggests that a destabilized Iran would be detrimental to Pakistan's 

security, particularly due to the ongoing terrorism issues in Balochistan. The piece of writing concludes by stressing 

the need for Pakistan to continually update its military-nuclear-missile capabilities in line with its growing threat 

perceptions. As the international landscape evolves, the article calls for a more realistic approach to the US-Pakistan 

relationship and cautions against any diplomatic or military pressure that might compromise Pakistan's strategic 

interests. 

➢ Overview: 

The article analyzes the US' approach to Pakistan's military capabilities, particularly its missile programme, and 

highlights the shifting geopolitical tensions in the region. It underscores the need for Pakistan to update its threat 

perceptions and military capacities in response to growing external challenges. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes Pakistan's strategic response to the evolving global security environment, especially 

regarding its long-range ballistic missile programme (LRBMP). The primary focus is on how Pakistan’s missile 

capabilities are designed to maintain a strategic balance with India rather than threatening other regions, as 

suggested by the US. The writer argues that the US' claim regarding Pakistan’s missile range is unjustified, 

considering that the programme is India-specific. Furthermore, the US’s selective morality and actions, like 

sanctioning Pakistani companies involved in the missile programme, are criticized. The article explores how these 

moves are aligned with US geopolitical interests and how they could strain the US-Pakistan relationship. It questions 

whether the US intends to push Pakistan into an adversarial position and whether this could have broader 

implications for regional stability, particularly in light of Pakistan's potential responses to external threats. Pakistan's 

evolving national security strategy, including its nuclear and missile capabilities, is discussed in the context of 

broader geopolitical alignments, especially in relation to Iran and the Middle East. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (e.g., US-Pakistan relations, global non-proliferation regimes, strategic balance in 

South Asia). 

• Pakistan Affairs (e.g., Pakistan's national security, missile programme, regional geopolitics). 

• Contemporary Issues (e.g., Iran's geopolitical situation, US policies in the Middle East). 
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➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article outlines the importance of understanding the complex relationship between countries, especially in terms 

of military capabilities and national security. For example, Pakistan's missile programme is focused on balancing 

power with India, and the US has taken actions like imposing sanctions to prevent Pakistan from enhancing its 

military strength.The article also provides knowledge into the strategic importance of nations like Iran and Pakistan 

in the broader Middle East, with Iran's instability potentially affecting regional security. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The US imposed sanctions on 160 Pakistani companies, including the National Development Complex, for 

their involvement in Pakistan’s missile programme. 

• The US Principal Deputy National Security Advisor, Jon Finer, claimed that Pakistan’s LRBMP could 

potentially target regions beyond South Asia, including the US and India’s Nicobar and Andaman Islands. 

• The article mentions India’s ongoing development of Inter-Continental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs), 

hypersonic missiles, and MIRVs (Multiple Independently-Targeted Re-entry Vehicles), which are part of 

the broader regional arms race. 

 

 

To wrap up, The article works as a timely reminder of the strategic intricacies in international relations and 

highlights how nations must constantly adapt their military capabilities in response to shifting global threats. 

Pakistan’s focus on its missile programme is crucial to maintaining regional stability, and understanding these 

dynamics is essential for evaluating global security concerns. 

 

 

62. Pakistan’s Threat Perceptions 

➢ Summary: 

In the labyrinth of geopolitical complexities, Pakistan finds itself navigating existential threats emanating from a 

multifaceted geostrategic environment. The article examines the domino effect of military advancements and 

strategic posturing among global powers, particularly the US, China, and India, and their ramifications for Pakistan. 

With India leveraging its enhanced military prowess ostensibly against China but indirectly affecting Pakistan, 

Islamabad must perpetually fortify its military-nuclear deterrence to maintain a strategic equilibrium. The piece of 

writing underscores Pakistan’s indispensable reliance on a robust defense mechanism to counter evolving threats 

from the East and address terrorism from the West. Furthermore, the lessons from Ukraine's denuclearization 

catastrophe resonate as a stark warning for Pakistan to resist external pressures to compromise its sovereignty.  

The writer also highlights the precarious implications of Iran's nuclear ambitions on Pakistan’s security calculus. A 

nuclear Iran might deter hostilities, but if destabilized, it could expose Pakistan’s western flank to existential 

vulnerabilities. The narrative cautions against complacency and urges Pakistan to dynamically assert its national 

interests amid regional instability. Drawing from historical precedents of state annihilation in the GMER and North 

Africa, the article exhorts Pakistan to heed these lessons and remain vigilant. A well-poised military strategy, 

coupled with proactive geopolitical alignment, is portrayed as Pakistan's sine qua non for survival in an ever-volatile 

regional theatre. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article highlights Pakistan’s complex geostrategic challenges, emphasizing the need for a robust defense 

strategy. It interlinks regional power dynamics, the repercussions of Iran’s nuclear trajectory, and lessons from 

Ukraine to stress Pakistan’s imperative to preserve its sovereignty and deterrence capabilities.  

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s geopolitical landscape demands an in-depth understanding of its strategic environment, shaped by the 

interplay of global and regional powers. The domino effect of military advancements among the US, China, and 

India creates a complex web of threats, necessitating Pakistan’s continuous focus on maintaining credible military-

nuclear deterrence. The significance of Iran’s nuclear trajectory cannot be overstated, as its stabilization or 

destabilization directly impacts Pakistan’s western flank and overall security. Lessons from Ukraine’s 

denuclearization tragedy emphasize the perils of yielding to external pressures, highlighting the need for Pakistan 

to assert its sovereignty. Aspirants must grasp the implications of these dynamics on Pakistan's defense policies, 

international relations, and broader regional stability. 

➢ This Article Relates to CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan's strategic policies and defense. 

• International Relations: Geostrategic challenges in South Asia. 

• Current Affairs: Regional power struggles and their impact on Pakistan. 

• Defense and Strategic Studies: Lessons from Ukraine and implications for Pakistan. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explains that Pakistan faces threats from both its eastern and western borders due to regional power 

struggles. Countries like the US, China, and India have growing military power, and Pakistan must keep its defense 

strong to stay safe. Iran’s nuclear program is also important because if Iran is weakened, it could make Pakistan’s 

situation more dangerous. Ukraine’s example shows why it is risky to give up nuclear weapons, as it led to Ukraine’s 

current struggles. Pakistan must stay alert, protect its sovereignty, and work on its defense to face these challenges. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan faces geostrategic pressures from both its eastern and western borders. 

• Regional military spending and advancements have a cascading impact on South Asia. 

• Iran’s nuclear trajectory could significantly alter regional power dynamics. 

• Lessons from Ukraine underscore the importance of maintaining military independence. 

To wrap up, This article works as a clarion call for Pakistan to adopt a proactive, unyielding stance in preserving its 

sovereignty. In an age where strategic vulnerabilities can lead to catastrophic consequences, Pakistan must navigate 

its geopolitical labyrinth with prudence, safeguarding its national interests against evolving regional and 

global challenges. 
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63. Future Foreign Policy 

➢ Summary: 

The article examines Pakistan's foreign policy challenges, emphasizing the need for economic stability as the 

foundation for a robust international strategy. Highlighting internal political instability, economic imbalances, and 

external diplomatic challenges, the piece critiques Pakistan’s inability to craft a strong foreign policy amidst an 

economic downturn and political uncertainty. It underscores the role of domestic reforms in shaping viable 

international strategies and warns of the consequences of neglecting structural weaknesses, particularly in the face 

of terrorism and shifting global alliances. Issues like inadequate diplomatic appointments, pension cuts, and regional 

tensions further compound the nation’s plight, demanding urgent and pragmatic policymaking. 

The author stresses that Pakistan’s foreign policy must align with the realities of its internal crises. With international 

relations becoming increasingly turbulent, Islamabad must focus on creating sustainable policies by addressing its 

economic woes and political ambiguities. The article analyzes the neglect of the National Security Policy and calls 

for actionable reforms to avoid further deterioration of Pakistan's global standing. It concludes with a call for 

realistic policy shifts, underlining the necessity of understanding how major powers view Pakistan to navigate its 

foreign relations effectively. 

➢ Overview: 

This article explores the intricate relationship between Pakistan's internal economic and political challenges and its 

foreign policy. It examines the effects of terrorism, diplomatic inefficiencies, and global power dynamics on 

Pakistan’s standing in international relations. The author proposes that resolving domestic issues is imperative for 

crafting a coherent foreign strategy. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the pivotal connection between domestic stability and foreign policy. It underlines that a 

country's economic and political health directly influences its international relations. For Pakistan, the challenges 

lie not only in external factors such as terrorism, regional instability, and shifting global alliances but also in internal 

issues like economic struggles, political uncertainty, and inefficiencies in governance. The failure to address these 

core issues hinders the development of a strong foreign policy. Therefore,  aspirants should focus on how domestic 

conditions like economic crises, terrorism, and diplomatic inefficiency affect foreign relations, especially in 

countries like Pakistan. Furthermore, understanding the broader implications of global power dynamics and how 

they shape a nation’s diplomatic actions is key to analyzing foreign policy. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic challenges, terrorism, and foreign policy. 

• International Relations: Global power dynamics and their influence on Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Regional conflicts, IMF policies, and Pakistan's diplomacy. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

To understand foreign policy, one must recognize its deep connection to a country's internal situation. For instance, 

a stable economy provides the foundation for stronger diplomatic negotiations, as it enhances a nation's credibility 

and attracts foreign investment. Pakistan's struggles with terrorism and political instability hinder its economic 

progress and diminish its ability to establish effective diplomatic relations. Additionally, having competent 

diplomats in key international positions is vital for a nation’s foreign policy. Without the right representation, a 

country risks being sidelined in international discussions. For example, Pakistan's diplomatic posts' vacancies 

contribute to inefficiencies in its foreign policy. Simply put, a country’s internal challenges often define its foreign 

relationships, and addressing them is essential for international success. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The IMF placed additional conditions on Pakistan's $7 billion arrangement. 

• Eight Grade-22 diplomatic posts remain unfilled in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

• World Bank highlighted Pakistan's risk of economic crisis and fiscal imbalances in 2024. 

 

To sum up, The article provides a thought-provoking analysis of Pakistan’s foreign policy and its dependence on 

domestic reforms. It works as a reminder of the interconnectedness between a nation’s internal stability and its 

global standing, urging policymakers to adopt realistic strategies to safeguard Pakistan’s future in a volatile 

international landscape. 

 

64. US Dilemma: Pak-China 

➢ Summary: 

The intricate dynamics of the Pak-China relationship, dating back to 1951, are a source of concern for the US, 

particularly given China's growing influence in Pakistan through initiatives like CPEC. While the project has 

strengthened economic and strategic ties by reducing trade costs and enhancing infrastructure, it has also exposed 

cultural and ethical differences between the two nations, straining people-to-people (P2P) and business-to-business 

(B2B) relations. The author advises the US not to undermine Pak-China relations but instead to reform its own 

approach, focusing on sustainable B2B partnerships and reducing its military-centric strategy. By fostering 

economic ties through sectors like IT, manufacturing, and healthcare, the US can build a mutually beneficial 

relationship with Pakistan. 

The article emphasizes that while Pakistan’s delegations may lack strategic preparedness, the US has the opportunity 

to promote deeper economic engagement by collaborating with Pakistani SMEs and tapping into Pakistan's vast 

market of 250 million people. Learning from China's model of economic influence, the US can shift its role from a 

military power to an economic partner, creating a foundation for sustainable relations. Ultimately, the success of 

such partnerships will hinge on encouraging trust and shared vision, transcending transactional alliances. 

➢ Overview: 

The article looks deeply into the geopolitical complexities of the Pak-China relationship, the US's strategic concerns, 

and the opportunities for fostering deeper economic ties between Pakistan and the US. It highlights both the 

strengths and challenges of Pak-China collaboration and presents a roadmap for the US to enhance its influence in 

Pakistan through economic partnerships. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the deep-rooted friendship between Pakistan and China, which began in 1951 and was 

solidified through initiatives like CPEC, fostering economic and strategic ties. While these collaborations have 

improved infrastructure in Pakistan and reduced trade costs for China, cultural and ethical differences between the 

two nations have created friction in people-to-people and business-to-business relations. The article emphasizes the 

US's need to move away from its historically transactional relationship with Pakistan, which has been centered on 

military strategies. Instead, the US should focus on building sustainable economic partnerships in sectors like IT, 

manufacturing, healthcare, and skilled workforce development, promoting mutual benefits and trust. It also 

highlights the untapped potential of the SME sector in fostering deeper bilateral engagement and recommends 

cultural sensitivity programs to bridge understanding between diverse populations. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Foreign policy dynamics, CPEC's implications. 

• International Relations: US-China rivalry, economic diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Pakistan's strategic importance in global geopolitics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The Pak-China relationship is built on a long history of cooperation, starting in 1951, with modern ties strengthened 

through CPEC. This initiative has reduced trade costs for China and improved infrastructure in Pakistan. However, 

cultural differences between the two nations pose challenges in building stronger people-to-people ties. The US, 

instead of focusing on military alliances, should work on economic collaboration with Pakistan in sectors like IT 

and manufacturing, ensuring mutual benefits. For example, US brands like Ford or Jeep can thrive in Pakistan due 

to their reputation for quality. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pak-China relations began in 1951 with an official delegation. 

• CPEC has saved billions in trade costs for China. 

• Pakistan's population of 250 million is the fifth largest globally. 

 

In a nutshell, The article underscores the need for the US to recalibrate its strategy in Pakistan, moving away from 

military dominance toward fostering economic ties. By leveraging Pakistan's economic potential and addressing 

cultural gaps, both nations can establish a robust and mutually beneficial partnership, learning from the successful 

Pak-China collaboration. This shift is imperative for sustainable and balanced regional development. 

65. Trump’s New Term 

➢ Summary: 

Donald Trump, set to assume office as the 47th President of the United States, brings a blend of bold promises and 

concerns over his leadership style. His stance on global conflicts like Ukraine and Gaza indicates a focus on 

diplomacy over direct intervention, aiming to resolve conflicts swiftly. During his earlier presidency, Trump avoided 

starting wars, echoing the pacifist approach of Jimmy Carter. However, his blunt rhetoric, as seen in the Greenland 

issue, underscores his unorthodox approach to politics. Greenland’s strategic importance due to climate-induced 

resource accessibility, security concerns, and potential for new trade routes, is gaining attention, particularly amidst 

global power dynamics involving the USA, Russia, and China. Trump's unpredictable methods may either prompt 

pragmatic discussions or intensify global tensions. 

The article also explores the broader geopolitical context, emphasizing America’s waning dominance as the sole 

superpower. It highlights the significance of Arctic security, Greenland's potential independence, and the military 

interests of NATO and the Arctic Council. While Trump’s direct communication style garners mixed reactions, it 

works as a reminder of the evolving global landscape and the need for equitable leadership. narrative suggests a 

transition in international relations, urging policymakers to balance diplomacy with proactive measures. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines the political and geopolitical implications of Trump’s new term, focusing on his 

unconventional strategies and their global impact. It particularly emphasizes Greenland’s strategic importance 

amidst climate change and global security concerns. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s leadership provides a mix of diplomacy and unpredictability, evident in his non-interventionist policies 

during his previous term and his approach to ongoing global conflicts. His focus on resolving the Ukraine war and 

initiating a ceasefire in Gaza reflects his commitment to reducing direct military involvement. Greenland’s strategic 
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importance is underscored due to climate change, which is unlocking access to rare minerals, fisheries, and new 

trade routes, while also raising security concerns among Arctic nations. The article highlights the USA’s declining 

dominance as the sole superpower, with emerging challenges from Russia and China, alongside the geopolitical 

significance of Arctic regions like Greenland and Svalbard.  

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• International Relations: US foreign policy, Arctic geopolitics, NATO dynamics. 

• Environmental Science: Climate change effects on Greenland and global trade. 

• Current Affairs: Leadership styles, global conflicts, and emerging power structures. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Donald Trump’s approach to global conflicts reflects a shift towards diplomacy rather than direct military action. 

During his first term, he avoided starting wars, focusing instead on resolving conflicts like those in Ukraine and 

Gaza. Greenland, an autonomous region under Denmark, is gaining strategic importance due to climate change, 

which is unlocking its natural resources and new trade routes. This makes it a focal point for global powers like the 

USA, Russia, and China. Understanding these developments helps beginners grasp the significance of leadership 

styles, global power shifts, and the role of environmental changes in shaping international relations. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Greenland has a population of approximately 60,000, with significant autonomy under Denmark. 

• Arctic security has gained prominence due to melting ice and new trade routes. 

• During Trump’s earlier presidency, no new wars were initiated, contrasting with previous administrations. 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores the complexities of Trump’s upcoming presidency, intertwining his 

controversial leadership style with pressing global issues. His stance on Greenland reflects broader geopolitical 

challenges, emphasizing the significance of climate change, Arctic security, and power transitions. Policymakers 

must navigate these dynamics with caution, ensuring a balance between assertiveness and diplomacy to address 

evolving international challenges. 

66. Ceasefire in Gaza 

➢ Summary: 

The recent ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas represents a glimmer of hope amid the devastation of a 

15-month-long conflict. While it provides temporary relief, it is far from a comprehensive solution. The deal 

includes a 42-day cessation of hostilities, the release of 33 hostages, and humanitarian aid for Gaza. However, it 

leaves deeper wounds unresolved, including the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, the fragmented Palestinian 

governance, and the fragile regional dynamics. The destruction in Gaza is unparalleled, with lives lost and 

infrastructure decimated, while Israel grapples with significant military casualties and security concerns. The 

ceasefire has stirred international discourse on a two-state solution, but deep-seated mistrust and political opposition 

continue to thwart progress toward peace. 

This agreement also reflects shifting power dynamics within the Middle East and highlights the role of the U.S. as 

a mediator. Negotiated under President Biden and to be implemented during President-elect Trump’s term, it reveals 

bipartisan support in the U.S. while emphasizing different diplomatic styles. Nevertheless, the ceasefire underscores 

the challenges of navigating entrenched positions, rebuilding Gaza, and promoting long-term trust. Without 

addressing the root causes, the region risks falling back into a cycle of violence, leaving a monumental task for 

global leaders to ensure lasting peace. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article sheds light on the complexities of the Hamas-Israel ceasefire, its immediate implications, and its long-

term challenges. It emphasizes the dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza, the impact on regional power dynamics, and 

the divergent approaches of the U.S. administration in brokering peace. 

➢ NOTES: 

The ceasefire agreement between Hamas and Israel provides a temporary pause in hostilities but falls short of 

addressing the underlying issues fueling the conflict. The agreement includes a 42-day cessation of violence, the 

release of 33 hostages, and increased humanitarian aid to Gaza. Despite this, Gaza remains in a dire state, with 

massive destruction of infrastructure, homelessness, and a worsening humanitarian crisis. The war has also altered 

regional dynamics, weakening Hezbollah and diminishing Iran's influence, while political shifts in Lebanon and 

Syria offer faint hopes for stability. On the international front, the U.S. played a pivotal role in brokering the deal, 

with President Biden focusing on diplomacy and President-elect Trump leveraging his tough approach. However, 

lasting peace remains a distant dream, as deep mistrust, unresolved grievances, and political divisions continue to 

hinder progress, making reconstruction and governance in Gaza significant challenges moving forward. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Middle Eastern conflicts and U.S. foreign policy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Implications of Middle Eastern politics on Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Role of diplomacy in conflict resolution. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The ceasefire between Hamas and Israel marks a temporary pause in violence after 15 months of devastating 

conflict. It involves halting fighting, releasing hostages, and providing aid to Gaza. Gaza faces immense challenges, 

with its infrastructure destroyed and its people in dire need of help. Internationally, there is hope for a two-state 

solution, but mistrust and political hurdles persist. The U.S. played a significant role in brokering this deal, 

highlighting how global powers can influence peace agreements. However, without addressing deeper issues, such 

as governance in Gaza and mutual trust, lasting peace remains elusive 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 15-month war caused widespread destruction in Gaza and significant casualties in Israel. 

• 42-day ceasefire with increased humanitarian aid to Gaza. 

• 33 hostages released as part of the agreement. 

• Regional power shifts include Hezbollah’s weakening and Iran’s reduced influence 

 

To wrap up, The ceasefire in Gaza is a fragile yet significant milestone that underscores the pressing need for 

comprehensive conflict resolution. While it provides short-term relief, the broader peace process remains distant, 

requiring collective efforts from all parties and international stakeholders. Addressing humanitarian crises, fostering 

trust, and ensuring accountability are imperative for breaking the cycle of violence and paving the way 

for lasting peace. 
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67. America First Unmasked 

➢ Summary: 

The doctrine of "America First," epitomized during Donald Trump's presidency, has been both a populist narrative 

and an imperial endeavor to solidify U.S. global dominance. Under the guise of democracy and human rights, the 

U.S. has meddled in sovereign nations’ affairs, promoting divisions to serve its strategic interests. The approach 

undermines international cooperation, as seen in the withdrawal from global treaties and institutions, while 

leveraging climate governance and military hegemony for economic and geopolitical control. The U.S. military-

industrial complex has perpetuated conflicts, causing immense human suffering, with over 900,000 deaths since 

2001. Economically, the U.S. exploits dollar hegemony, sanctions, and protectionist policies, leaving many 

emerging economies grappling with debt crises. The Biden administration’s continuation of Trump-era policies, 

including decoupling from China, has further strained global economic stability. 

Contrastingly, China offers an alternative through initiatives like the Belt and Road, encouraging inclusivity and 

regional stability. While the U.S. isolates allies and competitors alike under its unilateral policies, China emphasizes 

cooperation, granting tariff exemptions and visa-free travel to foster shared growth. The article underlines the 

necessity for regional nations to prioritize dialogue over division, adopting a cooperative model that benefits all 

parties. As global powers clash over dominance, the vision of inclusivity and mutual benefit emerges as the 

cornerstone for sustainable peace and development in the Asia-Pacific region. 

➢ Overview: 

This article analyzes the "America First" policy for prioritizing U.S. interests at the expense of global harmony, 

highlighting its detrimental impacts on international relations, economic stability, and regional cooperation. It 

contrasts this approach with China's inclusive vision for the Asia-Pacific. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the "America First" doctrine, portraying it as a strategy rooted in U.S. hegemony across 

political, military, and economic spheres. It highlights how U.S. withdrawal from global treaties and institutions 

reflects a unilateral approach that undermines international cooperation. The relentless pursuit of military 

dominance has led to widespread human suffering, with millions displaced and over 900,000 deaths since 2001. 

Economically, the exploitation of dollar hegemony and imposition of sanctions have destabilized emerging markets, 

leaving countries like Pakistan in dire straits. In contrast, China’s cooperative vision through the Belt and Road 

Initiative emphasizes inclusivity and shared benefits, offering a stark alternative to the isolationist and protectionist 

policies of the U.S.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S.-China competition and regional dynamics. 

• International Law: Sovereignty and interventionist policies. 

• Current Affairs: Economic and military hegemony in global politics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The "America First" policy prioritizes U.S. interests above all, affecting global harmony. By interfering in other 

nations under the pretext of promoting democracy, the U.S. has destabilized regions and caused significant harm. 

Its military actions have led to countless deaths and widespread displacement, such as during the Iraq and 

Afghanistan wars. Economically, the dominance of the U.S. dollar has trapped developing countries, like Pakistan, 

in debt crises. On the other hand, China offers a more inclusive approach through projects like the Belt and Road 

Initiative, which focus on mutual benefits and regional cooperation. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for 

analyzing the differences in global leadership strategies. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 
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• Over 900,000 deaths caused by U.S.-led wars since 2001. 

• In 2024, U.S. foreign military sales exceeded $80 billion. 

• Over 60% of low-income countries face debt crises due to dollar hegemony. 

 

To sum up, The article lays bare the detrimental effects of the "America First" policy, exposing its imperialistic 

undertones and highlighting the urgent need for inclusivity in global governance. It provides a critical lens to analyze 

U.S. foreign policy and its global ramifications. 

 

68. Asia’s Future in Trump 2.0 

➢ Summary: 

Donald Trump’s second term as the 47th President of the United States marks a turning point in global geopolitics, 

especially for Asia. His "America First" agenda emphasizes economic nationalism, protectionist trade policies, and 

countering China's influence. Appointing hawkish officials like Marco Rubio and Mike Waltz signals a more 

aggressive stance toward Beijing. The administration is set to implement steep tariffs on Chinese imports, disrupt 

global supply chains, and encourage manufacturing relocation to nations like Vietnam and India. However, this shift 

also pressures allies such as Japan and South Korea to align with U.S. strategic goals, including increased defense 

spending, while Southeast Asian nations tread cautiously to balance U.S. support with the risk of antagonizing 

China. 

In South Asia, Trump’s policies present mixed outcomes. Bangladesh’s export-reliant economy faces significant 

losses from increased U.S. tariffs, while tighter immigration policies could reduce vital remittances. India, 

leveraging its position within the QUAD, stands to gain strategically but may suffer in areas like student exchanges 

and remittance flows. To navigate these challenges, South Asia must prioritize regional cooperation through 

platforms like SAARC and ASEAN, diversify its economic base, and invest in infrastructure. Trump’s policies 

underscore a broader need for innovative diplomatic engagement, regional collaboration, and strategic balancing to 

ensure long-term stability and prosperity in an increasingly competitive geopolitical environment. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines the implications of Trump’s second term for Asia, focusing on his administration’s 

protectionist policies, China-centric strategies, and their impact on regional economies, trade, and alliances. It 

highlights the dual opportunities and challenges these policies create, especially for South Asia, emphasizing the 

need for regional cooperation and economic diversification. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s "America First" policy aims to reshape Asia’s geopolitical and economic dynamics by focusing on 

protectionism, countering China’s influence, and strengthening U.S. alliances. The administration’s hawkish 

appointments, such as Marco Rubio and Mike Waltz, highlight an aggressive stance toward Beijing, including 

proposed 60% tariffs on Chinese imports and military modernization initiatives. South Asia faces mixed 

implications: while Bangladesh risks losing $500 million annually due to higher tariffs on its exports, India could 

benefit from its strategic position in the QUAD but might struggle with tighter immigration policies affecting 

remittances and student exchanges. Regional collaboration through platforms like SAARC and ASEAN, along with 

economic diversification and infrastructure development, is essential for South Asia to mitigate risks and capitalize 

on emerging opportunities. The emphasis on alliance burden-sharing and reforming multilateral institutions 

underscores the importance of balancing national priorities with regional and global cooperation to ensure stability 

and sustainable growth. 
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➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S.-China rivalry, QUAD, and Indo-Pacific strategy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Regional implications of U.S. policies on South Asia. 

• Economic and Political Stability: Impact of protectionist policies on trade and remittances. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s policies focus on strengthening U.S. interests by imposing higher tariffs on Chinese imports and 

encouraging manufacturing relocation to countries like Vietnam and India. For example, his proposed 60% tariff on 

Chinese goods aims to reduce reliance on China. In South Asia, economies like Bangladesh, heavily dependent on 

U.S. exports, face losses due to increased tariffs, with their garment sector potentially losing $500 million annually. 

Meanwhile, stricter U.S. immigration policies threaten remittance flows, pivotal for countries like Bangladesh, 

which received $2.6 billion from the U.S. in 2023. Regional collaboration through SAARC and ASEAN is essential 

to counter these challenges. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Proposed 60% tariffs on Chinese imports under Trump’s administration. 

• Bangladesh’s RMG sector risks $500 million annual losses from a 5% tariff increase. 

• In 2023, Bangladesh received $2.6 billion in remittances from the U.S., comprising 15% of total inflows. 

 

To sum up, Trump’s second term heralds a transformative phase for Asia, blending protectionist policies with a 

strategic focus on countering China. While these policies offer opportunities for economic realignment, they also 

pose significant challenges for South Asia. Regional cooperation, economic diversification, and investment in 

infrastructure are vital for navigating this complex geopolitical landscape. Balancing national interests with 

collaborative efforts will define Asia’s future trajectory amidst these evolving dynamics. 

69. Trump-II on the Way 

➢ Summary: 

As Donald Trump reclaims the presidency for a second term, his leadership is poised to bring dramatic changes 

both domestically and internationally. The Gaza ceasefire initiated prior to his inauguration reflects a symbolic start 

to his agenda, though critics question the long-term viability of his policies. Trump’s approach to international 

relations is characterized by skepticism toward multilateral organizations, as evidenced by his decision to withdraw 

from the Paris Climate Agreement and freeze development aid. Domestically, he aims to enforce stricter 

immigration controls, though the feasibility of expelling millions of undocumented immigrants remains debatable. 

Trump’s focus on bilateral agreements and economic protectionism is expected to benefit American industries while 

straining international alliances. 

On the global stage, Trump's confrontational rhetoric, such as his remarks on regaining control of the Panama Canal, 

underscores his prioritization of American interests. His plans to revitalize trade, expand energy production, and 

secure geopolitical influence in regions like Greenland reflect his pragmatic, business-oriented vision. However, 

concerns linger over his disregard for diplomacy and the potential erosion of democratic values under his 

administration. While Trump promises a "Golden Age of America," his policies, including higher tariffs and reduced 

foreign aid, could create new challenges in balancing economic growth with global cooperation. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines the implications of Donald Trump's second term as U.S. President, highlighting his key 

policies and their potential impact on global geopolitics, trade, and domestic governance. It critically analyzes his 

confrontational leadership style and the challenges of implementing his ambitious agenda. 
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➢ NOTES: 

Donald Trump's return to the White House as President has sparked mixed reactions globally. His administration's 

early achievements, such as brokering a Gaza ceasefire, highlight an assertive foreign policy stance. Trump's 

inaugural address promised significant changes, including revitalized bilateral trade agreements, reduced reliance 

on multilateral institutions like the UN, and strict immigration policies. His decision to withdraw from the Paris 

Climate Agreement and WHO echoes his previous term's priorities. Domestically, Trump's focus on curbing illegal 

immigration and enhancing economic self-sufficiency remains central, despite criticisms about feasibility and 

morality. Furthermore, his geopolitical ambitions, such as regaining control of the Panama Canal and securing 

Greenland's strategic importance, reflect his confrontational yet calculated approach to global diplomacy. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S. foreign policy under Trump, multilateralism, Middle East peace. 

• Current Affairs: Impact of Trump’s trade policies, climate agreements, and global alliances. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Immigration policies and domestic economic reforms. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Donald Trump's second term as President showcases a blend of bold promises and controversial decisions. His 

leadership style is characterized by direct language and a focus on immediate results, often bypassing traditional 

diplomatic norms. For instance, his Gaza ceasefire initiative was a notable early accomplishment, though broader 

peace remains elusive. He plans to strengthen the U.S. economy through higher import tariffs, increased oil 

production, and stricter immigration control, while his withdrawal from climate and health agreements reflects his 

preference for short-term national gains. Understanding Trump's policies requires recognizing his emphasis on 

American dominance and skepticism toward global cooperation. For example, his intent to assert control over the 

Panama Canal illustrates his strategic priorities amidst shifting global power dynamics. 

 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Trump aims to expel 11 million undocumented immigrants from the U.S. 

• The Northern Sea Route is being explored as an alternative trade route to avoid reliance on existing 

channels. 

• Trump has frozen American development aid for 90 days and increased tariffs on imports. 

To wrap up, The article underscores the transformative yet controversial nature of Trump’s second presidency. While 

his policies promise economic revival and geopolitical dominance, their execution and long-term impact remain 

uncertain. As the world navigates this new chapter of American leadership, the balance between national interests 

and global cooperation will be pivotal. 

70. America under Donald Trump 

➢ Summary: 

Donald Trump’s return to the presidency has reignited debates on America’s global standing and internal policies. 

He has vowed to restore the United States' lost prestige and power, acknowledging its decline as a global 

superpower. Trump's ambitious agenda includes creating a prosperous nation fueled by AI advancements, 

strengthening economic hegemony, and redefining international alliances. However, his plans face resistance from 

domestic entities like the Deep State, media, and marginalized communities, as well as global powers such as Russia 

and NATO allies. Amid these challenges, Trump’s administration appears poised to navigate a volatile geopolitical 

landscape, including tensions in Europe, the South China Sea, and the Middle East. His policies are predicted to 

intensify economic nationalism while maintaining strategic ambiguity in dealings with China and Russia. 
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The article also highlights potential implications for countries like Pakistan, where strategic positioning vis-à-vis 

China and the US will remain critical. Trump's economic and military policies may lead to stricter conditions for 

aid-dependent nations, signaling a shift in global dynamics. While his domestic popularity remains strong due to 

achievements like economic gains and job creation, his controversial past, including impeachment and legal 

charges, adds complexity to his presidency. The next four years promise a blend of high-stakes diplomacy and 

domestic reforms that could redefine America’s global image. 

➢ Overview: 

The article examines the ambitions and challenges of Donald Trump's presidency, focusing on his plans to restore 

America's global dominance, economic power, and geopolitical influence. It evaluates potential domestic and 

international hurdles and their implications for nations like Pakistan. 

➢ NOTES: 

Donald Trump's presidency highlights the interplay of domestic and international dynamics in governance. His 

agenda focuses on reviving America's economic and geopolitical dominance through ambitious reforms like AI-

driven advancements, economic nationalism, and redefining international alliances. However, his plans face 

resistance from domestic entities such as the media, Pentagon, and marginalized communities, as well as challenges 

from global powers like Russia, NATO, and China. For countries like Pakistan, Trump's administration signals a 

need for strategic recalibration, shifting from an India-centric approach to leveraging its geopolitical importance for 

broader engagement with the US. This scenario underscores the complexity of policymaking in a globally 

interconnected world. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US foreign policy, NATO dynamics, Sino-Russian relations, South China Sea 

tensions. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pakistan-US relations, strategic balancing between China and the US. 

• Current Affairs: AI advancements, global economic policies, Middle Eastern geopolitics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s presidency is an example of how global and domestic challenges shape a nation’s policies. His focus on 

economic growth and stronger alliances demonstrates the importance of strategic planning in governance. For 

instance, his AI-driven policies and withdrawal from agreements like the Paris Accord reflect a shift towards 

economic nationalism. Countries like Pakistan, which rely on foreign aid, need to adapt by focusing on self-reliance 

and balancing relations between the US and China. Understanding these dynamics helps beginners grasp the 

importance of strategic alignment in international relations and domestic reforms. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Trump won the Electoral College, popular vote, and all seven battleground states. 

• Economic reforms are expected to save $1 trillion by exiting the Paris Agreement. 

• Plans to boost job creation through massive deportations of undocumented immigrants. 

• Rising global tensions, including potential conflicts in Latvia, Lithuania, and the South China Sea. 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores Trump’s determination to redefine America’s global standing amidst domestic 

and international challenges. While his policies could yield significant economic and geopolitical outcomes, their 

success hinges on pragmatic implementation and strategic diplomacy. 
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71. World Economic Forum and Trump 

➢ Summary: 

Trump’s virtual address at the 2025 World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos underscored his economic 

nationalism, advocating for high tariffs, reduced immigration, and increased domestic production to make America 

great again. His criticism of the European Union’s bureaucracy and NATO’s defense spending reflected his broader 

skepticism of multilateral institutions. While boasting about the U.S. avoiding military conflicts under his 

leadership, he simultaneously called for higher military expenditure, highlighting contradictions in his foreign 

policy stance. He also claimed that the Russia-Ukraine war would not have begun under his presidency and 

emphasized the catastrophic human toll of the conflict, urging for its resolution. Meanwhile, German Chancellor 

Olaf Scholz took an opposing stance, advocating for open trade and investment in defense, infrastructure, and 

education, positioning Germany as a stabilizing force in European politics. 

Beyond Trump’s economic and geopolitical rhetoric, the WEF discussions reflected broader shifts in global power 

dynamics. Former NATO Chief Jens Stoltenberg and Ukrainian officials suggested that nuclear deterrence could 

have prevented Russia’s invasion, exposing the complexities of modern warfare. Trump’s inclusion of Elon Musk 

in his administration to streamline bureaucracy further signaled his vision of a deregulated, efficiency-driven 

government. Meanwhile, WEF founder Klaus Schwab emphasized the importance of global cooperation for 

sustainable economic growth. The forum also marked significant historical moments, including Holocaust 

Memorial Day and discussions on Belarus’s lack of democracy, underlining the intersection of economic policies, 

political ideologies, and historical reflections in shaping the modern world. 

➢ Overview: 

The article provides a critical analysis of Trump’s speech at the WEF and the global reactions to his policies. His 

advocacy for protectionist trade policies, skepticism toward NATO, and push for increased military spending 

contrast with Europe’s emphasis on open markets and cooperation. The discussions at the forum highlighted the 

geopolitical tensions between the U.S., Europe, and Russia while also reflecting on historical events such as the 

Holocaust Memorial Day and Belarus’s political stagnation. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s economic policies prioritize protectionism, reducing reliance on international trade while imposing tariffs 

to boost American industries. His criticism of NATO and the EU reflects his broader agenda of limiting U.S. 

involvement in multilateral organizations. The Russia-Ukraine war remains central to global geopolitics, with 

Trump asserting that his leadership could have prevented the conflict. Meanwhile, Germany’s stance on open trade, 

defense investment, and infrastructure contrasts with Trump’s isolationist policies. The discussions at WEF also 

highlight nuclear deterrence, bureaucratic efficiency, and the balance between economic growth and historical 

responsibility.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, NATO dynamics, Russia-Ukraine conflict 

• Political Science: Governance models, populist leadership, impact of bureaucracy 

• Economic Affairs: Trade protectionism, tariffs, global economic policies 

• Pakistan Affairs: Implications of U.S. policies on Pakistan’s economy and foreign relations 

• Environmental Science: Global trade policies and their impact on sustainable development 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s trade policies focus on reducing imports and increasing production within the U.S. He wants higher tariffs 

on foreign goods, which could make imported products more expensive. His criticism of NATO means he believes 

European countries should pay more for their own defense instead of relying on the U.S. His stance on the Russia-
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Ukraine war suggests he would have prevented the conflict through diplomatic efforts. Germany, on the other hand, 

supports free trade and investments in infrastructure. The WEF discussions also touched on nuclear deterrence, 

which means having nuclear weapons to discourage wars. The forum emphasized the need for global cooperation, 

contrasting Trump’s push for nationalism and economic self-sufficiency. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• World Economic Forum 2025: Held in Davos, Switzerland, from January 20-24 under the theme 

Collaboration in the Intelligent Age, attended by about fifty heads of state and government. 

• Donald Trump: Inaugurated as the 47th U.S. President on January 20, 2025; delivered a virtual address at 

WEF. 

• NATO Defense Spending: Trump proposed NATO members increase defense spending to 5% of GDP, up 

from the current 2%. 

• Ukraine War Casualties: Trump claimed the actual number of deaths in the war is in millions, contradicting 

official figures in hundreds of thousands. 

• Germany’s Economy: Despite 84 million population, Germany remains the world’s third-largest economy 

and the largest in the EU. 

• Germany-Russia Trade: Before the Ukraine war, Germany relied on cheap Russian gas, but sanctions led 

to economic stagnation. 

• WEF Leadership: Professor Klaus Schwab (86), founder of WEF, stepped down as Chief Executive; Børge 

Brende (60) is the new President and Chief Executive. 

 

To sum up, The article captures the clash between Trump’s economic nationalism and the globalist approach of 

European leaders at the WEF. His policies reflect a shift towards protectionism, while Europe remains committed 

to open trade and cooperation. The discussions on war, military spending, and bureaucracy further highlight the 

complexities of modern governance. As global power dynamics evolve, such debates will shape future economic 

policies and international relations, making these themes critical for understanding contemporary geopolitics. 
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Pakistan Observer 

72. Pak Path To Growth & Stability 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan, amidst a turbulent 2024, faces the daunting task of rejuvenating its economy and stabilizing its socio-

political framework. The article looks into an integrated approach combining short-term measures with a visionary 

long-term strategy. Economic revival stands as the cornerstone, necessitating reforms in tax systems to ensure 

equitable contributions, curtailing extravagant government expenses, and bolstering foreign direct investment 

through political stability and regulatory clarity. Addressing energy crises via renewable solutions and revamping 

infrastructure emerges as critical for industrial productivity and investor confidence. Equally pressing is the 

investment in education, aligning curricula with global standards, and empowering the youth through technical 

training, thereby unlocking Pakistan's demographic dividend. 

On the security front, counterterrorism measures, regional diplomacy, and fostering ties with neighbors like 

Afghanistan and India are emphasized to mitigate internal and external threats. Additionally, the article highlights 

governance reforms, decentralization, and agricultural modernization as vital for immediate relief and long-term 

sustainability. Internationally, Pakistan must rebuild its reputation through active global participation, climate-

resilient initiatives, and cultural diplomacy. The path to growth and stability, though arduous, is achievable with 

transparent policies, inclusive governance, and a harmonious balance between short-term pragmatism and visionary 

goals. 

➢ Overview: 

This article focuses on Pakistan's roadmap to overcoming its economic, political, and security challenges. It 

proposes a balanced approach of immediate reforms and long-term strategies, emphasizing economic revival, 

education, energy solutions, governance, and international relations. 

➢ NOTES: 

This article underscores the importance of economic revival through tax reforms, curbing inflation, and reducing 

fiscal deficits. Governance reforms like decentralization and e-governance are highlighted as pivotal for enhancing 

state-citizen trust and improving service delivery. The piece of writing also emphasizes energy sector improvements, 

renewable energy adoption, and attracting foreign investments, aligning with developmental policies. Furthermore, 

it discusses the significance of education and human resource development, addressing gender disparities, and 

fostering global partnerships for sustainable growth. Aspirants should note the emphasis on climate resilience, 

regional diplomacy, and agricultural modernization, as these are directly tied to Pakistan's socio-economic stability 

and international standing. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic reforms, governance, and regional relations. 

• International Relations: Diplomacy, foreign investment, and global positioning. 

• Environmental Science: Renewable energy and climate resilience. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan’s journey toward stability involves a twofold strategy: addressing immediate economic and security 

challenges while planning for long-term sustainability. Tax reforms, particularly taxing the affluent, can ensure 

fairness and generate revenue. Modernizing governance through transparency and e-governance enhances 

efficiency, while investment in education and energy solutions provides long-term benefits. Encouraging 

international partnerships in climate change and trade will diversify Pakistan’s global presence. These steps can 

rebuild trust, create jobs, and restore stability, paving the way for a prosperous future. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan's youth constitute a significant demographic advantage. 

• Renewable energy adoption can address 40% of the energy deficit within a decade. 

• Effective tax reforms could increase state revenue by 20%. 

• Global partnerships could add $5 billion to Pakistan’s economy annually. 

 

To put it simply, The article paints a clear picture of the arduous yet achievable path to Pakistan’s stability and 

growth. By addressing its fiscal, social, and security challenges through a balanced approach, Pakistan can reclaim 

its stature both regionally and globally. Through equity, transparency, and strategic vision, the nation can ensure a 

brighter future for its people. 

 

73. Corruption, Governance & Society Of Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

Corruption in Pakistan has become deeply ingrained in both societal and political spheres, transforming unethical 

practices like bribery and favoritism into normalized behaviors. Political instability, weak governance, and 

compromised institutions have fostered a culture where dishonesty is often rewarded over integrity. The unchecked 

power of the elite and systemic flaws such as politicized legal systems and selective accountability by institutions 

like NAB have further entrenched corruption. This pervasive issue affects vital sectors such as healthcare, education, 

and law enforcement, eroding trust, fostering inequality, and stunting national growth. Corruption obstructs 

sustainable development by diverting resources from public welfare and undermining the rule of law. 

To combat corruption, Pakistan needs structural reforms, including strengthening judicial systems, regulating 

political financing, and protecting whistleblowers. Additionally, empowering civil society and ensuring media 

oversight are critical for fostering transparency. Anti-corruption institutions must operate independently and 

efficiently to regain public trust. Without these measures, corruption will continue to hinder Pakistan’s progress, 

depriving its citizens of essential services and perpetuating socio-economic disparities. A culture of accountability 

and justice is imperative to break free from this cycle, enabling Pakistan to achieve equitable development and 

restore faith in democratic ideals. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines the entrenched nature of corruption in Pakistan, emphasizing its root causes, pervasive impact 

on society, and necessary reforms. It highlights how political instability and weak governance have normalized 

corruption, undermining public trust and hindering sustainable development. The writer calls for robust reforms to 

restore institutional credibility and foster transparency, presenting a roadmap for combating this systemic issue. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article explains the entrenched corruption in Pakistan's political and social systems and its adverse effects on 

governance, public trust, and socio-economic development. Aspirants can explore key reforms like judicial 

independence, political financing regulations, and civil society engagement. Understanding the structural barriers 

to accountability and their socio-economic implications is important for addressing corruption in policy discussions. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Governance issues and the socio-economic impact of corruption. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Reform strategies, political financing, and institutional accountability. 

• International Relations: The global implications of corruption on Pakistan’s development. 
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➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Corruption in Pakistan is a major barrier to progress, affecting key sectors like healthcare and education. For 

example, bribes in law enforcement compromise justice, while ghost schools deny education to children. Political 

interference hinders anti-corruption bodies like NAB from operating effectively. Addressing corruption requires 

protecting whistleblowers and regulating political financing to ensure accountability. Stronger institutions and 

reforms can lead to a fairer society. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan ranks poorly on the Corruption Perceptions Index by Transparency International. 

• Ghost schools account for significant losses in the education budget. 

• NAB and FIA often face criticism for selective accountability. 

 

To sum up, The article underscores that corruption in Pakistan is not merely an administrative flaw but a societal 

malaise deeply rooted in weak governance and systemic issues. Addressing this challenge requires a multipronged 

approach involving institutional reforms, public engagement, and a shift in societal attitudes. Only by promoting a 

culture of accountability and transparency can Pakistan unlock its true potential and pave the way for sustainable 

growth and equality. 

 

 

74. Resurgence Of TTP: Pakistan’s Security Challenges. 

➢ Summary: 

The 2020 Doha Agreement between the United States and the Taliban, while aiming to establish peace in 

Afghanistan, has deeply impacted Pakistan’s security landscape. The agreement inadvertently created a power 

vacuum, empowering groups like the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) to regroup and launch increased cross-

border attacks. Empirical data reveals a 42% rise in terror incidents in Pakistan post-Doha, with the TTP exploiting 

safe havens in Afghanistan under Taliban protection. Pakistan’s historical dual policies, oscillating between 

supporting the Taliban and countering terrorism, have intensified its vulnerability. Furthermore, India’s strategic 

influence in Afghanistan and allegations of its support for anti-Pakistan elements have added fuel to the fire, 

deepening Islamabad’s security challenges. These complexities demand a cohesive approach encompassing counter-

terrorism measures, socio-economic development in tribal regions, and fostering regional alliances with powers like 

China and Russia to stabilize the region. 

Pakistan’s inconsistent rhetoric, labeling militant groups as “Mujahideen,” “Taliban,” or “al-Khawarij” based on 

shifting narratives, underscores policy contradictions that have eroded credibility. Critics stress the need for 

introspection and an honest appraisal of past policy failures. To restore stability, Pakistan must secure its borders 

through fencing and surveillance, engage diplomatically with global stakeholders, and rebuild trust with the United 

States. A transparent, multifaceted strategy rooted in socio-economic uplift and robust counter-terrorism 

frameworks is essential. Only by confronting its missteps and adopting a sustainable approach can Pakistan navigate 

the intricate post-Doha geopolitical maze and reclaim its role as a stabilizing force in the region. 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines the repercussions of the Doha Agreement on Pakistan’s security, emphasizing the resurgence 

of the TTP and the need for comprehensive policy reform. It highlights Pakistan’s historical contradictions, rising 

militancy, and external pressures while advocating a strategic roadmap for stability. 
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➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights Pakistan's pressing security challenges post-Doha Agreement, emphasizing the resurgence of 

the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the increasing cross-border attacks fueled by the Taliban's return to power 

in Afghanistan. Pakistan’s historical dual policies—supporting the Taliban while fighting terrorism—have amplified 

these challenges, as has India’s growing influence in Afghanistan. The article highlights the need for a cohesive 

strategy, involving the reinforcement of border security through fencing and surveillance, engagement with regional 

powers like China and Russia for stability, and prioritizing socio-economic development in tribal areas. It 

underscores the importance of addressing policy inconsistencies, such as the shifting labels for militant groups, to 

restore credibility. Additionally, rebuilding trust with global allies like the United States and adopting a transparent, 

introspective approach are presented as vital steps for Pakistan to navigate its geopolitical complexities and regain 

stability. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Impact of Doha Agreement, US withdrawal, and geopolitical dynamics. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Counter-terrorism strategies, TTP resurgence, and socio-economic challenges in tribal 

areas. 

• Current Affairs: Regional alliances, India's role, and global diplomatic relations. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article discusses how the TTP is causing problems for Pakistan after the US left Afghanistan. The Taliban's rise 

has allowed the TTP to grow stronger and carry out more attacks. India’s growing influence in Afghanistan has also 

made things worse for Pakistan. The government has tried different strategies, but these issues remain challenging. 

To solve this, Pakistan needs to secure its borders, improve its policies, and work with countries like China and 

Russia. For example, building fences along borders and increasing surveillance can help reduce attacks. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 56% increase in cross-border attacks after NATO’s withdrawal. 

• 42% rise in terrorist attacks in 2021, mostly attributed to the TTP. 

• Significant Indian investments in Afghanistan fueling tensions. 

 

To sum up, This article underscores the urgent need for Pakistan to adopt a transparent and multifaceted approach 

to address its security challenges. Acknowledging past mistakes and focusing on regional stability, socio-economic 

reforms, and strong counter-terrorism frameworks will enable Pakistan to navigate its current challenges effectively. 

It works as a critical lesson in aligning policy with long-term national interests. 

 

75. Redefining Pakistan’s path. 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan stands at a crossroads, grappling with political instability, economic malaise, and democratic 

disillusionment. The article underscores the urgent need for pragmatic reforms to address these challenges. It 

analyzes the culture of political theatrics that sidelines national interests, advocating for pro-poor policies and 

accountability across government institutions. The author emphasizes curtailing financial wastage, eliminating taxes 

on essentials, and revamping agriculture, fisheries, and mining sectors. Simultaneously, the focus must shift towards 

industrialization and export-driven strategies to reinvigorate private sector growth. Digitalization, technological 

upskilling, and education reforms are portrayed as pivotal for leveraging Pakistan's youthful demographic. A 
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transformation of this magnitude, however, requires consistent, long-term policies free from the grip of elite 

interests and corruption. 

The article also highlights Pakistan's fraught relationship with democracy, depicting a landscape where military 

dictators masquerade as democrats and politicians prioritize power over principles. True democracy remains elusive, 

hindered by elitism and socio-economic inequalities. Drawing on global examples, the author calls for bold, 

sustained efforts to fight poverty, uphold moral governance, and foster political accountability. Without collective 

ownership of reforms and inclusivity, the vision of a stable, progressive Pakistan will remain a distant dream. 

➢ Overview: 

The article discusses Pakistan’s need for comprehensive reforms in governance, economy, and democracy. It 

stresses the importance of socio-economic equity, technological progress, and consistent policies to ensure 

sustainable national growth. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the critical intersection of governance, economy, and democracy in Pakistan, highlighting 

how political instability, elitism, and corruption are stifling progress. It calls for urgent reforms, with a focus on 

pragmatic steps such as cutting wasteful spending in government projects, streamlining bureaucratic inefficiencies, 

and eliminating taxes on essential goods like food and medicine. This would allow goods to reach consumers at 

more affordable rates. The article stresses the need for revitalizing key sectors like agriculture, fisheries, and mining 

through technological advancements and efficiency improvements. Furthermore, the author argues that 

industrialization should be driven by both export-oriented and import substitution strategies, backed by policies that 

promote private sector growth. The youth, representing a significant demographic, must be trained in digital skills 

to drive future economic change. A long-term, consistent policy approach is essential for sustainability, and Pakistan 

must avoid ad hoc measures that disrupt investment and growth. In terms of governance, the article criticizes the 

dominance of elites and the absence of true democracy, asserting that political power must be truly vested in the 

people. True democratic progress, it argues, can only be achieved through tackling poverty, improving moral 

standards, and making politics more inclusive and accountable. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Governance and economy of Pakistan, challenges to democracy. 

• Current Affairs: Political and economic reforms, policy analysis. 

• International Relations: Comparative study of governance models (China vs Pakistan). 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article stresses the importance of addressing political and economic challenges in Pakistan through practical 

reforms. It suggests focusing on cutting unnecessary government spending and improving the efficiency of public 

institutions to relieve economic pressures on citizens. Additionally, it emphasizes removing taxes on essential items 

like food and medicine to lower prices and make goods more accessible. Beginners should understand the need for 

investment in key industries such as agriculture, mining, and fisheries, with an emphasis on modernization and 

productivity. The article also highlights the importance of empowering the youth with digital skills to create new 

opportunities for economic growth. Furthermore, it explains that long-term, stable policies are important for 

building a strong economy, as frequent changes can deter investment. Finally, the article makes a case for real 

democracy, where the people hold power, rather than allowing elites to maintain control. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s reliance on borrowing has stifled economic growth. 

• Only 3% of GDP is spent on education, far below global standards. 

• Over 60% of Pakistan’s population is under 30, highlighting the potential for a demographic dividend. 
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To put it simply, The article paints a sobering yet hopeful picture of Pakistan’s challenges and opportunities. By 

addressing governance flaws, embracing digital innovation, and prioritizing equity, the nation can overcome its 

hurdles. Sustainable progress requires a collective shift in priorities, steering away from political theatrics toward 

inclusive development. 

 

76. Pak-US Economic Relationship: Challenges, Prospects 

➢ Summary: 

The Pak-US economic relationship has remained pivotal since Pakistan's independence in 1947, evolving through 

phases of collaboration and challenges. Historically, the United States has played an important role in Pakistan's 

economic development, contributing to major infrastructure projects like the Mangla and Tarbela dams and 

supporting initiatives such as the Green Revolution. Despite geopolitical fluctuations, the economic and trade 

partnership has persisted, with the US serving as Pakistan’s largest export market and a vital source of foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and remittances. Recent trade data underscores this robust relationship, with bilateral trade 

surpassing $7 billion in 2023, signaling mutual benefits and economic growth. 

Looking ahead, Pakistan envisions strengthening its ties with the US through economic diplomacy and business-to-

business collaboration. The focus includes untapped sectors like IT, renewable energy, and advanced manufacturing, 

alongside traditional exports such as textiles and sports goods. Initiatives like women-led entrepreneurship 

programs reflect a growing emphasis on inclusivity and innovation. While challenges remain in strategic and 

political domains, the economic relationship fosters trust, creates employment, and builds a foundation for expanded 

collaboration. Joint ventures, technology transfer, and deeper cultural exchanges offer promising prospects for 

bilateral growth and regional stability. 

➢ Overview: 

The article looks into the historical and contemporary economic ties between Pakistan and the United States. It 

highlights mutual benefits, evolving trade patterns, and emerging opportunities in diverse sectors. The narrative 

underscores economic diplomacy's role in enhancing bilateral cooperation and explores pathways for future 

engagement. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the enduring economic relationship between Pakistan and the United States, established 

since Pakistan's independence in 1947. Over the decades, the US has played a significant role in Pakistan’s 

development, contributing to projects like the Mangla and Tarbela dams and supporting the Green Revolution. Trade 

relations remain strong, with the US being Pakistan’s largest export market, reflected in a trade volume of over $7 

billion in 2023 and significant remittances of $3.09 billion in 2022. Key export sectors include textiles, IT services, 

and sports goods, while potential growth areas involve IT, renewable energy, and advanced manufacturing. 

Economic diplomacy emerges as a crucial tool for fostering deeper ties, as evidenced by initiatives like women-led 

entrepreneurship programs and bilateral collaborations. Despite occasional political and strategic challenges, the 

trade relationship promotes employment, mutual understanding, and economic stability for both nations. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics or Subjects: 

• International Relations: Bilateral relations and economic diplomacy. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic collaboration with major powers. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Role of trade in economic development. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan and the United States have a long-standing trade relationship. For example, the US has been the largest 

buyer of Pakistani textiles and a significant investor in infrastructure. In 2023, bilateral trade reached over $7 billion, 
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reflecting the strength of this partnership. The US also supports entrepreneurship in Pakistan, as seen in programs 

aiding women-led businesses like GharPar. Such initiatives show the potential of mutual collaboration, focusing on 

sectors like IT and renewable energy, which can drive economic growth for both nations. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Bilateral trade volume: $7 billion in 2023, $6.3 billion in the first ten months of 2024. 

• US remittances to Pakistan: $3.09 billion in 2022. 

• Major Pakistani exports to the US: Textiles, IT services, and sports goods. 

 

To sum up, The Pak-US economic relationship stands as a cornerstone of bilateral ties, blending historical 

significance with contemporary relevance. While challenges persist, the resilience of trade relations showcases the 

potential for broader collaboration. By embracing economic diplomacy and exploring untapped sectors, Pakistan 

and the US can forge a mutually beneficial path toward sustainable development and regional stability. 

 

77. Education — The Lifeblood Of Democracy. 

➢ Summary: 

Democracy thrives on the bedrock of education, which shapes societies and their leadership. The article illustrates 

how the social contract laid the foundation for societal organization, emphasizing inclusivity and justice. 

Historically, trust and wisdom were the pillars of governance, but modern democracies have faltered due to 

unqualified leadership and the absence of meritocracy. The crux of the issue lies in the public’s inability to elect 

intellectual leaders, as they often prioritize equality over excellence. Consequently, exceptional minds withdraw, 

leaving governance to mediocrity. This vacuum paves the way for corruption, polarization, and elite capture, leading 

to societal stagnation. 

Highlighting examples like New England and Singapore, the article underscores how education fosters a culture of 

accountability, unity, and growth. Educated societies choose leaders based on merit rather than hero worship. In 

contrast, illiteracy breeds manipulation, division, and unethical leadership. Pakistan’s high illiteracy rate 

undermines its democracy, allowing politicians to exploit the masses. The writer advocates prioritizing education 

to nurture informed citizens capable of driving genuine democratic progress. Without education, democracy remains 

an illusion, perpetuating inequality and governance failures. 

➢ Overview: 

The article emphasizes the critical link between education and democracy, using global examples like New England 

and Singapore to highlight the transformative impact of an educated populace. It critiques illiteracy as a root cause 

of democratic decay and suggests education as the ultimate solution for societal and political advancement. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores the essential link between education and democracy, illustrating how societies thrive when 

the populace is educated and leaders are chosen based on merit. It analyzes modern democracies, where the inability 

to elect intellectual and morally sound leaders leads to governance failures. The absence of brilliant minds in 

leadership positions creates a void that allows corruption and elite manipulation, hindering societal progress. It 

further discusses how education can transform democratic systems by cultivating informed citizens who select 

leaders based on intellectual capacity rather than popularity or hero worship. Examples from New England and 

Singapore show how an educated electorate leads to successful governance and national growth. In contrast, 

Pakistan's high illiteracy rate fosters political manipulation, weakening its democratic framework. By prioritizing 

education, societies can overcome polarization, ensure fairness, and pave the way for sustainable development. 
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Ultimately, the article stresses that education is the foundation of true democracy and is necessary for addressing 

political, social, and economic challenges 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Education and Democracy 

• International Relations: Democratic Models (New England, Singapore) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Education and democracy are interdependent; educated citizens elect wise leaders, ensuring prosperity. For instance, 

New England thrives due to its educated populace that values intellectual leadership. Singapore’s "managed by the 

elites" approach shows how educated leaders prioritize national growth. In contrast, illiteracy in Pakistan fosters 

elite capture, where power remains in the hands of a few, manipulating the uneducated majority. Examples of 

educated societies demonstrate how rational thinking leads to justice and equity, unlike polarized, illiterate societies 

plagued by conflict and division. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• New England’s democratic success is attributed to widespread education. 

• Singapore attracts global talent, emphasizing education for economic growth. 

• Pakistan’s literacy rate, hovering below 60%, hampers democratic development 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores the indispensable role of education in sustaining democracy. Societies must 

prioritize education to cultivate informed voters and visionary leaders. Without this, democracy becomes a façade, 

perpetuating inequality and mediocrity. Pakistan must address its literacy challenges to unlock its democratic 

potential and ensure a prosperous future. 

 

 

78. Pak-China Relationship: An American Conundrum 

➢ Summary: 

The article discusses the complexities of the Pakistan-China relationship and the U.S.'s concerns about China’s 

growing influence in Pakistan. It highlights that the strong ties between Pakistan and China date back to 1951, 

culminating in projects like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). While CPEC has improved economic 

cooperation, it has also brought cultural and social tensions between the two nations. The writer advises the U.S. 

not to undermine this relationship, urging it to adopt a more strategic and economically focused approach with 

Pakistan, shifting away from military alliances. He suggests the U.S. should focus on strengthening business-to-

business (B2B) partnerships in sectors like agriculture, healthcare, and IT, which would offer greater benefits to 

both countries and lead to more positive cultural exchanges. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critically examines the U.S.'s approach to the growing Pakistan-China relationship, stressing that while 

concerns about Chinese influence in Pakistan are valid, attempts to disrupt this alliance would be counterproductive. 

Instead, the U.S. should rethink its role in Pakistan, pivoting from a military-focused partnership to an economic 

one, promoting mutually beneficial business ventures. The author points out that Pakistan's large market presents 

significant opportunities for U.S. businesses, particularly through closer collaboration between small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) in both countries. 
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➢ NOTES: 

The article emphasizes the importance of encouraging economic ties over military ones, advocating for business 

partnerships between U.S. and Pakistani SMEs to strengthen their bilateral relations. It also highlights the need for 

cultural sensitivity programs between Pakistan and China to bridge their social and cultural differences.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: The article is relevant to the dynamics of international alliances, focusing on the 

geopolitical and economic significance of the Pakistan-China relationship. 

• Pakistan Affairs: It explores Pakistan's foreign relations, particularly its economic partnership with China 

and the potential for enhanced relations with the U.S. 

• Economic Development: The article discusses how economic ties between countries, particularly in SMEs, 

can foster growth and stability. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

In international relations, a conundrum often refers to complex diplomatic challenges, such as how the U.S. should 

approach Pakistan's growing ties with China. The term mercenary highlights a situation where a country, like 

Pakistan, has historically been seen as a proxy in military conflicts for another nation. Due diligence is important 

when making business or diplomatic decisions, meaning thorough investigation before forming a partnership or 

making a commitment. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s population is over 250 million, making it the 5th largest market by population. 

• CPEC has facilitated the transportation of Chinese exports to the Middle East, Africa, and Europe, saving 

China billions in transportation costs. 

In a nutshell, the article examines the U.S. approach to Pakistan-China relations, urging a shift toward economic 

cooperation rather than military alliances. The key takeaway is that the U.S. should focus on enhancing trade 

relations with Pakistan, especially through B2B partnerships, while respecting the evolving dynamics of the 

Pakistan-China partnership. 

79. Pakistan Climate Vision For Ndcs 2025 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan’s revised Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) for 2025 underscore an urgent need to combat the 

escalating climate crisis. Committing to a 60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, with 35% 

conditional on international financial support, these targets represent a significant leap forward. However, 

misalignment between climate objectives and broader economic policies exposes structural vulnerabilities, with 

fragmented governance and inadequate provincial integration further complicating implementation. The energy 

sector, a major contributor to emissions, demands a paradigm shift toward renewable energy and electric vehicles, 

while agriculture—a climate-vulnerable economic backbone—requires robust adaptation strategies involving local 

communities. Despite lofty goals, Pakistan’s historical inability to meet prior commitments undermines credibility, 

limiting access to international climate finance. 

The success of Pakistan's climate strategy hinges on realistic, actionable plans, equitable resource distribution, and 

a cohesive approach linking national and provincial policies. Mobilizing resources through domestic efforts, private 

sector involvement, and mechanisms like carbon trading is imperative. With its NDCs offering a roadmap to 

sustainability, Pakistan stands at a crossroads: either lead global climate action with justice and equity or face the 

dire consequences of inaction. The time to act is now, as the nation’s future—and its global standing—depend on 

decisive steps toward a sustainable, green economy. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article focuses on Pakistan's climate strategy for 2025, analyzing the revised NDCs, implementation challenges, 

and the need for policy cohesion. It emphasizes critical sectors such as energy and agriculture while highlighting 

the importance of international trust and financial support. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) reflect ambitious goals to tackle the climate crisis, 

including a 60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, of which 35% is reliant on international financial 

aid. The country aims to transition its energy sector by achieving 60% renewable energy and 30% electric vehicle 

penetration by 2030. However, these efforts are hampered by misaligned climate and economic policies, governance 

fragmentation, and limited provincial coordination. The energy sector, as the largest contributor to emissions, 

requires an urgent shift to sustainable energy solutions. Similarly, the agricultural sector, vital to the economy, must 

prioritize water management and ecosystem protection, with empowered local communities leading climate 

adaptation. Addressing these challenges demands realistic, actionable plans and equitable resource allocation to 

ensure inclusivity and effectiveness. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Environmental Science: Climate change policies, emissions reduction, renewable energy. 

• International Relations: Climate diplomacy, international financial support mechanisms. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Governance and policy integration in climate adaptation. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan's NDCs are commitments to reduce emissions, aiming to cut 60% of greenhouse gases by 2030 with 35% 

reliant on global support. This requires transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable energy, such as solar and wind, 

while promoting electric vehicles. The energy and agricultural sectors are critical, as they significantly contribute 

to emissions and are vulnerable to climate impacts. Effective climate action relies on clear strategies, such as 

equipping rural communities with resources to manage climate challenges like floods and droughts. These 

measures, coupled with international cooperation, can pave the way for sustainable development while addressing 

the needs of marginalized groups. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan aims to cut 60% of emissions by 2030, 35% reliant on international aid. 

• 60% of energy to come from renewable sources by 2030, with 30% electric vehicles. 

• The energy sector is the largest contributor to Pakistan’s carbon emissions. 

• Agriculture, contributing 19% to GDP, is highly vulnerable to climate impacts 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores a decisive moment for Pakistan to align its policies and actions with its climate 

goals. While ambitious, the NDCs can pave the way for a sustainable future if supported by cohesive governance, 

financial resources, and community-driven adaptation. Success lies in prioritizing climate justice, equity, and robust 

planning to secure Pakistan's environmental and economic stability on a global stage. 
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80. Is Balochistan victim of geopolitics or socio-economic 

deprivations? 

➢ Summary: 

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest yet most underdeveloped province, is caught in a whirlwind of geopolitics and socio-

economic challenges. The article sheds light on how militant groups exploit the region's grievances, such as natural 

resource mismanagement, low human development, and the issue of missing persons, to justify violence. While 

Baloch nationalists accuse the federal government of unfair resource distribution, data reveals that agreements like 

those for Saindak and Reko Diq ensure significant profits and royalties for the province. However, issues such as 

limited provincial consumption of its natural gas and lagging human development remain critical. Terrorism in the 

region, particularly targeting CPEC projects, has shifted from the northern areas to southern districts like Gwadar, 

indicating a shift in motivations. External forces like India and the US are alleged to exploit this unrest to counter 

China and Pakistan’s strategic interests, making Balochistan a battleground of geopolitical rivalry. 

The federal government has increased Balochistan’s NFC share and launched numerous development initiatives, 

yet the Human Development Index remains the lowest among provinces. While instability hinders CPEC’s potential 

benefits for the local population, progress in education, health, and infrastructure indicates gradual improvements. 

The article stresses that narratives of deprivation are often manipulated to destabilize the province, requiring a dual 

approach: addressing socio-economic grievances and tackling external interference. Thus, resolving Balochistan’s 

challenges demands a holistic strategy that prioritizes peace, stability, and equitable development. 

➢ Overview: 

The article analyzes the complex interplay of socio-economic and geopolitical factors contributing to instability in 

Balochistan. It examines the misuse of nationalist narratives and highlights the importance of balanced resource 

management and external threat mitigation for sustainable development. 

➢ NOTES: 

Balochistan’s turmoil is a multifaceted issue involving socio-economic disparities, resource mismanagement, and 

geopolitical interference. The province’s share in national projects like CPEC highlights its strategic importance, 

yet militant activities and external agendas undermine its progress. Understanding these dynamics is pivotal for 

evaluating national security and development policies. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Provincial autonomy and socio-economic challenges. 

• International Relations: Geopolitical interests in South Asia and CPEC’s role. 

• Current Affairs: National security and resource management. 

➢ NOTES: 

Balochistan is rich in natural resources, including gas and minerals, which significantly contribute to Pakistan's 

energy needs. However, local consumption remains disproportionately low, as the province produces 15% of the 

country’s gas but utilizes only 5%. Development projects such as Gwadar Port and initiatives under the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) aim to transform the region economically, but these efforts are frequently 

targeted by terrorist groups seeking to disrupt progress. Despite increased funding and initiatives, Balochistan’s 

Human Development Index remains the lowest among provinces, reflecting significant gaps in access to education 

and healthcare. Addressing these socio-economic challenges while ensuring security is important for the region's 

stability and growth. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Saindak Project: Balochistan earns 16% of profits and royalties. 

• Gas Contribution: Balochistan produces 15% of Pakistan’s natural gas. 
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• Human Development Index: Balochistan’s score is 0.473, the lowest among provinces. 

• Missing Persons: Out of 2,752 reported, 468 remain missing as of 2024. 

To wrap up, Balochistan’s challenges lie at the crossroads of socio-economic grievances and geopolitical rivalry. 

While progress has been made, external interference and militant narratives continue to destabilize the region. A 

comprehensive strategy addressing both socio-economic uplift and national security is essential to unlocking 

Balochistan’s true potential. 

 

 

81. Resurgence Of TTP: Pakistan’s Security Challenges 

➢ Summary 

The Doha Agreement of 2020, designed to facilitate the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, left an indelible mark 

on South Asia's geopolitical landscape, particularly impacting Pakistan. This accord, while ending decades of U.S. 

presence, inadvertently created a power vacuum, enabling the resurgence of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 

and escalating cross-border terrorism. Historical complexities, including Pakistan's dual role during the War on 

Terror and its support for the Afghan Mujahideen during the Cold War, amplified the security dilemma. Reports 

from credible institutions highlighted a sharp increase in attacks on Pakistan post-NATO's withdrawal. 

Compounding these challenges, India’s influence in Afghanistan and accusations of supporting anti-Pakistan groups 

intensified Islamabad’s insecurities, forcing a recalibration of foreign and domestic policies. 

Pakistan's strategic reliance on the Taliban has proven a double-edged sword, limiting Indian sway but empowering 

anti-Pakistan factions. Islamabad's evolving terminology for militant groups, from "Mujahideen" to "al-Khawarij," 

reflects shifting narratives but undermines credibility. The article advocates for a multifaceted strategy, including 

bolstering border security, fostering regional alliances through platforms like the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization, and prioritizing socio-economic reforms in tribal areas. Pakistan must confront its policy 

contradictions with introspection to regain international trust and stabilize its internal and external dynamics. 

➢ Overview 

The article dissects Pakistan’s multifaceted security challenges stemming from the Taliban’s resurgence in 

Afghanistan, the TTP’s reorganization, and the fallout of historical policy missteps. It also highlights the importance 

of regional cooperation and policy reform to address these threats effectively. 

➢ Notes for CSS Exam Aspirants 

The article highlights the profound security challenges faced by Pakistan due to the resurgence of the TTP following 

the 2020 Doha Agreement, which inadvertently created a power vacuum in Afghanistan. This vacuum allowed anti-

Pakistan factions to consolidate power and launch cross-border attacks, with a significant 42% increase in terrorism 

observed in 2021. Historical missteps, such as Pakistan's dual role during the War on Terror and its strategic reliance 

on the Taliban, have proven detrimental, exacerbating insecurities and undermining credibility. The evolving 

geopolitical landscape, shaped by India’s growing influence in Afghanistan and Washington’s pivot to the Indo-

Pacific, has further strained Pakistan’s position. To counter these threats, the article emphasizes the need for a 

multifaceted strategy that includes strengthening border security, fostering socio-economic development in tribal 

areas, and engaging regional allies like China, Russia, and Iran through platforms like the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization. These measures, coupled with introspection and acknowledgment of past policy missteps, are crucial 

for restoring trust, stabilizing the region, and reclaiming Pakistan's credibility. 
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➢ CSS Syllabus Topics or Subject: 

• International Relations: Regional and global impacts of the Doha Agreement. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Border security, counter-terrorism policies, and socio-economic development in tribal 

areas. 

• Current Affairs: Role of SCO and international alliances in addressing terrorism. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

This article emphasizes how international agreements can inadvertently create regional challenges. For instance, 

the Doha Agreement aimed at U.S. withdrawal but left Afghanistan vulnerable, allowing the TTP to regroup and 

attack Pakistan. Such developments underline the importance of clear and sustainable foreign policies. Pakistan's 

efforts, like fencing its borders and collaborating with regional powers, highlight proactive measures in counter-

terrorism, illustrating the practical role of diplomacy and defense. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• A 56% rise in cross-border attacks was recorded after NATO's withdrawal. 

• In 2021, a 42% increase in terrorism was attributed to the TTP 

• Reports by UN and Crisis Group emphasized Afghanistan as a safe haven for anti-Pakistan elements. 

 

To sum up, This article highlights the intricate web of regional politics and security dilemmas facing Pakistan. It 

underscores the need for balanced, introspective, and strategic policymaking to confront evolving threats while 

maintaining regional stability. 

 

82. Uraan Pakistan: Path To Sustainable Progress 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan’s 13th Five-Year Plan, Uraan Pakistan, presents a comprehensive strategy for sustainable progress by 

addressing past inefficiencies and systemic challenges. Building on the legacy of the 1983-88 plan by Dr. Mehboob-

ul-Haq, which emphasized human development over mere economic growth, Uraan Pakistan aims to overcome 

political instability, governance lapses, and reliance on foreign aid that have historically hindered progress. This 

plan prioritizes innovation, environmental sustainability, and inclusivity to create a knowledge-driven economy. It 

targets climate change adaptation, poverty alleviation, and enhanced healthcare and education, with a special focus 

on empowering marginalized groups like women and rural communities. Moreover, it stresses political stability, 

good governance, and collaboration across sectors to ensure implementation and continuity. 

The success of Uraan Pakistan lies in fostering economic resilience through industrial growth, export 

diversification, and reduced foreign debt dependency. Investments in renewable energy, digital infrastructure, and 

skill development, supported by public-private partnerships, form the economic backbone of the plan. 

Environmental sustainability is pivotal, with measures like water conservation and renewable energy adoption, 

while international collaborations and local awareness campaigns aim to combat resource depletion. The plan 

recognizes the role of education and healthcare in shaping societal well-being, advocating for vocational training 

and improved medical access. With collective efforts and a focus on equity and innovation, Uraan Pakistan envisions 

a prosperous and sustainable future for Pakistan, aligned with global standards of development. 

➢ Overview: 

The article underscores the pivotal role of Pakistan’s 13th Five-Year Plan in overcoming historical obstacles and 

paving the way for inclusive, sustainable progress. It emphasizes the importance of learning from past initiatives 

and adopting a unified, strategic approach involving all sectors of society. 
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➢ NOTES: 

The 13th Five-Year Plan, Uraan Pakistan, is a pivotal step toward achieving sustainability, economic resilience, and 

inclusivity. Drawing lessons from past initiatives like Dr. Mehboob-ul-Haq’s landmark 1983-88 plan, it addresses 

systemic challenges such as political instability, governance inefficiencies, and economic constraints. The plan 

prioritizes innovation, environmental sustainability, and knowledge-based development while targeting key areas 

such as renewable energy, healthcare, education, and poverty alleviation. It emphasizes reducing reliance on foreign 

aid, promoting industrial growth, and fostering public-private partnerships to accelerate progress. The inclusion of 

marginalized groups, climate change adaptation, and a unified approach across all sectors are central to its vision 

of transforming Pakistan into a model of sustainable development. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Development policies, governance, and socio-economic challenges. 

• International Relations: Global partnerships for environmental sustainability. 

• Environmental Science: Climate change adaptation and green technologies. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Uraan Pakistan focuses on addressing the challenges that have hindered Pakistan’s development in the past. For 

example, earlier plans like the 1983-88 initiative emphasized improving health, education, and rural development 

but struggled due to governance issues and political instability. This new plan highlights the importance of 

renewable energy sources like solar power to reduce dependence on fossil fuels, vocational training to prepare the 

youth for global challenges, and better healthcare access to improve productivity. It also promotes inclusivity by 

focusing on the upliftment of women and rural communities, ensuring a fair distribution of resources, and tackling 

climate change through green technologies and conservation practices. These measures aim to create a sustainable 

and equitable future for Pakistan. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s GDP growth target for the 12th Five-Year Plan was 7-8%, but external factors like COVID-19 

derailed progress. 

• The 13th plan emphasizes reducing external debt and promoting SME growth to stabilize the economy 

 

To sum up, The 13th Five-Year Plan reflects Pakistan’s commitment to holistic and inclusive development. Its focus 

on innovation, sustainability, and governance reform offers a roadmap for overcoming historical challenges. With 

political will and active participation, Uraan Pakistan can achieve its vision of a progressive and equitable future. 

 

83. How Social Media Destroys Youth 

➢ Summary: 

Social media, despite its ability to connect communities worldwide, has evolved into a double-edged sword, 

particularly for the youth. Platforms like TikTok and family vlogs have become bastions of distractions, steering 

young people away from meaningful pursuits. This content glorifies triviality, fostering addiction and passivity, 

leading to a decline in intellectual engagement and critical thinking. The article highlights how social media has 

transformed from a tool of empowerment into a vehicle of self-destruction, eroding the focus and potential of 

Pakistani youth. With no substantial guidance from governments or civil society, the younger generation remains 

mired in this toxic cycle, unable to contribute effectively to national progress. 

Moreover, the cultural consumption of valueless content has hampered the nation's development across social, 

political, and economic domains. Contrasting this with developed nations, the writer underscores how their youth 

harness social media for intellectual and personal growth. In Pakistan, however, the allure of shallow entertainment 
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overshadows educational and developmental opportunities, threatening the country’s future. The author stresses that 

regulating content, enhancing media literacy, and promoting a growth-oriented mindset are imperative. Without 

these interventions, the youth will remain distracted, their potential wasted, and Pakistan’s aspirations for global 

competitiveness jeopardized. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critically examines the detrimental impact of social media on the youth of Pakistan. It underscores how 

platforms like TikTok and family vlogs perpetuate distractions, discourage critical thinking, and hinder personal 

and national progress. The piece of writing urges governmental and societal intervention to regulate content and 

promote intellectual development. 

➢ NOTES: 

Social media, while initially designed for connectivity and empowerment, has evolved into a significant source of 

distraction, particularly for the youth. Platforms like TikTok and family vlogs dominate young people’s attention, 

steering them away from intellectual growth and meaningful contributions to society. This misuse of social media 

is eroding critical thinking, hindering national progress, and encouraging a culture of passive consumption. The 

article emphasizes that countries thriving globally use social media to promote innovation, education, and 

entrepreneurship, unlike Pakistan, where valueless content prevails. Governments, civil society, and media 

organizations must collaborate to regulate harmful content, foster media literacy, and redirect the youth toward goal-

oriented pursuits. The youth’s role in national progress can only be realized through clear direction, focus, and the 

adoption of a progressive mindset. 

➢ Related CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Youth and development, role of education in nation-building. 

• Current Affairs: Impact of social media on society and governance. 

• International Relations: Comparisons with developed countries’ youth policies. 

• Essay: Role of social media in shaping the future. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Social media, though globally celebrated for its benefits, is negatively affecting Pakistani youth by promoting trivial 

and distracting content, like TikTok and family vlogs. This focus on entertainment leads to wasted time and lost 

opportunities for personal and professional growth. In contrast, developed nations utilize social media for education 

and skill development, encouraging youth to innovate and excel. The solution lies in guiding the youth to consume 

productive content, raising awareness about media literacy, and regulating harmful platforms. For example, instead 

of following TikTok trends, a student could use social media to access free educational resources or learn new skills, 

making their time online both enriching and beneficial. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Developed nations' use of social media fosters innovation and entrepreneurship. 

• Pakistan’s youth accounts for a significant portion of its population but remains largely unproductive due 

to distractions. 

• Studies link excessive social media usage to decreased concentration and mental health issues. 

 

To wrap up, The article paints a stark picture of the consequences of unregulated social media consumption among 

Pakistani youth. It acts as a wake-up call for policymakers and society to recognize the urgent need for interventions. 

By encouraging media literacy, promoting educational content, and regulating distractions, Pakistan can harness its 

youth's potential, steering the nation towards progress and prosperity. Without such measures, the nation risks falling 

further behind in a rapidly evolving global landscape. 
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84. Chronology Of Indian Terrorism In Pakistan 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights India's involvement in state-sponsored terrorism targeting Pakistan. It debunks the baseless 

claims made by Indian Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi, who accused Pakistan of orchestrating violence in 

Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). The article emphasizes that India's aggressive measures, 

such as fencing the Line of Control (LoC) and amending IIOJK's domicile laws, aim to suppress Kashmiri resistance 

while shifting blame to Pakistan. Moreover, the article highlights the ongoing atrocities in IIOJK, including fake 

encounters, systemic rape, and demographic changes, which have drawn criticism from the global community. It 

also details Pakistan’s efforts to expose Indian duplicity by presenting irrefutable evidence of India's subversive 

activities, including RAW’s use of Afghan and Iranian soil to destabilize Pakistan. 

The article further elaborates on India's grand strategy to undermine Pakistan's security through hybrid warfare, 

direct sponsorship of terrorism, and manipulation of separatist elements like Baloch nationalists. The arrest of Indian 

spy Kulbhushan Jadhav acts as a stark reminder of India's covert operations to sabotage Pakistan's economic and 

security frameworks, particularly targeting projects like CPEC. The article references a UN report revealing over 

100 cross-border attacks by the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) from Afghan soil, exposing RAW's role in 

supporting terrorism. The author argues that India’s actions pose a threat to regional peace, urging international 

organizations to take decisive action against India’s transgressions. 

➢ Overview: 

This article critically examines India's state-sponsored terrorism and baseless accusations against Pakistan, 

providing historical context and evidence of India's covert operations. It also stresses Pakistan's resilience in 

countering these challenges and its call for global accountability. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article critically examines India's baseless accusations against Pakistan, emphasizing the geopolitical 

dimensions of its actions in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). It highlights India's use of 

hybrid warfare, including funding terrorism, exploiting separatist movements, and employing covert operations like 

those revealed in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case. Pakistan's resilience is showcased through its diplomatic efforts to 

expose Indian duplicity, supported by irrefutable evidence submitted to the United Nations. The article also draws 

attention to the UN’s acknowledgment of Pakistan's counter-terrorism efforts and India's attempts to destabilize the 

region through cross-border attacks and demographic manipulation in IIOJK. This discussion provides a 

comprehensive perspective on Indo-Pak relations, regional security, and the challenges posed by hybrid warfare. 

➢ Related CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Indo-Pak relations, Kashmir dispute, and terrorism in Pakistan. 

• International Relations: Regional security, hybrid warfare, and global terrorism dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: India’s policies in IIOJK and implications for South Asia. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

This article reveals how India often accuses Pakistan of sponsoring terrorism, despite its own oppressive actions in 

Kashmir and covert operations against Pakistan. It explains how India manipulates narratives to divert global 

attention from its atrocities in IIOJK, including fake encounters and illegal demographic changes. The arrest of 

Kulbhushan Jadhav is a stark example of India's involvement in destabilizing Pakistan through hybrid warfare 

tactics. Pakistan, as a victim of terrorism, has persistently presented evidence of India's actions to international 

organizations like the UN. For instance, the UN recognized Pakistan's efforts in countering terrorism, while also 

exposing over 100 cross-border attacks by the TTP from Afghan soil. This highlights the complexities of regional 

politics and Pakistan's commitment to maintaining stability. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan provided a dossier with irrefutable evidence of Indian terrorism to the UN. 

• Over 100 cross-border attacks by TTP from Afghan soil in three months were documented by the UN. 

• Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav was arrested in 2016 for orchestrating terrorism in Pakistan. 

• India's demographic changes in IIOJK involve settling non-Kashmiri Hindus to suppress the native 

population. 

 

To wrap up, The article underscores India’s role as a provocateur in South Asia, highlighting its oppressive policies 

in Kashmir and sponsorship of terrorism in Pakistan. It calls for international accountability to curb India's 

aggressive tactics, ensuring regional peace and stability. 

 

 

85. Strategic importance of Wakhan Corridor for Pakistan. 

➢ Summary: 

The Wakhan Corridor, a narrow strip of land in northeastern Afghanistan, holds immense strategic and geopolitical 

importance for Pakistan, connecting it to China and bordering Tajikistan. Historically shaped during the "Great 

Game" between Britain and Russia, it worked as a buffer zone to prevent conflicts between empires. In 

contemporary geopolitics, this corridor is critical for facilitating trade between Pakistan and Central Asian states. 

However, regional instability, terrorism, and the Taliban's policies have hindered Pakistan's access to this vital 

passage, complicating its efforts to strengthen economic ties with Central Asia. India’s influence in the region and 

its opposition to the corridor's operationalization exacerbates the situation, while Pakistan's alliances with China 

and Russia seek to counterbalance these challenges. 

The corridor’s operationalization promises economic, military, and geopolitical benefits for Pakistan. It can reduce 

Afghanistan's dependency on India, minimize Indian influence in Central Asia, and provide Pakistan a gateway to 

enhance trade and security. However, the Taliban's support for terrorism, refusal to recognize the Durand Line, and 

India's interference pose significant obstacles. Collaborative efforts by Pakistan, China, and Russia aim to stabilize 

the region and neutralize threats. The development of the Wakhan Corridor is essential for Pakistan’s prosperity, 

but addressing regional instability and improving relations with Afghanistan remain crucial. 

➢ Overview: 

The article emphasizes the historical and contemporary significance of the Wakhan Corridor, highlighting its role 

in trade, regional politics, and security. It analyzes the Taliban's policies and external influences, emphasizing for 

immediate action to harness the corridor’s potential for Pakistan’s economic and strategic growth. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Wakhan Corridor is a pivotal region for understanding the geopolitical and economic dynamics of South Asia. 

Its historical roots in the "Great Game" between Britain and Russia illustrate its strategic importance as a buffer 

zone. For Pakistan, the corridor’s potential to connect with Central Asian markets and reduce Indian influence in 

the region makes it a cornerstone of trade and defense strategy. However, persistent challenges like terrorism, 

instability in Afghanistan, and India's opposition underscore the need for effective border management and alliances 

with China and Russia. The aspirants should explore the corridor's historical context, its role in regional politics, 

and its impact on Pakistan’s foreign policy and economic ambitions. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Regional dynamics, trade relations, and border management. 

• International Relations: Geopolitical alliances and economic corridors. 
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➢ Notes for beginners: 

The Wakhan Corridor is like a bridge connecting Pakistan to the resources and markets of Central Asia. Historically, 

it was created to prevent clashes between empires, much like a neutral zone in a game. Today, it could help Pakistan 

trade goods like textiles and electronics with countries like Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. However, terrorism and 

political instability in Afghanistan act as roadblocks, making this passage difficult to use. To secure this trade route, 

Pakistan needs to work with neighbors like China and Russia, just as a team collaborates to clear obstacles in a race. 

Understanding this corridor helps us see how geography and politics shape economies and alliances. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Wakhan Corridor spans 35,000 square kilometers with a population of approximately 17,000. 

• Elevations in the Pamir Mountains reach 17,000 feet. 

• Key stakeholders include Pakistan, China, and Russia, countering India’s influence 

To wrap up, The Wakhan Corridor symbolizes a pivotal nexus for trade and strategic alliances in South Asia. For 

Pakistan, its development is not just an opportunity but a necessity to secure economic prosperity and counter 

regional threats. Collaborative efforts and a focus on stability will be the key to unlocking its full potential. 

 

 

86. Syrian Complexity 

➢ Summary: 

The article explores the volatile political landscape in Syria following the collapse of Bashar al-Assad's regime in 

December 2024. The post-Assad era has become a battleground for international powers, including Turkiye, Israel, 

Arab nations, and Western countries, all vying for influence. While external actors like Turkiye seek stability to 

resolve Kurdish tensions and repatriate refugees, others, like Israel, exploit Syria’s vulnerability for territorial gains, 

as seen in its occupation of the Golan Heights. Meanwhile, the transitional Syrian government relies heavily on 

Arab neighbors for financial aid to rebuild the nation’s war-torn infrastructure. Western powers, including the United 

States, maneuver diplomatically to shape Syria's future in line with their Middle Eastern strategies. 

The article underscores the challenges facing Syria’s rebuilding efforts amidst external interference. The U.S. and 

Europe, while engaging diplomatically, maintain their alignment with Kurdish forces, complicating Turkiye’s 

objectives. Simultaneously, Israel’s aggressive actions and territorial ambitions exacerbate regional tensions. The 

Arab world, led by nations like Saudi Arabia and the UAE, plays an important role in reconstruction, but their 

efforts remain hindered by the competing agendas of global powers. The Syrian stakeholders face a daunting task 

of fostering unity and initiating state-building efforts to achieve long-term peace and prosperity in the face of 

persistent instability and foreign intervention. 

➢ Overview: 

This article provides an in-depth analysis of Syria’s current political dynamics, highlighting the complex interplay 

of international and regional actors shaping the nation’s future. It focuses on the challenges of reconstruction, 

humanitarian concerns, and geopolitical rivalries that have turned Syria into a hotspot for global competition. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Syrian crisis showcases the devastating effects of geopolitical interference and post-war reconstruction 

challenges. With Bashar al-Assad's regime's collapse, Turkiye aims to stabilize its borders by countering Kurdish 

nationalism and facilitating the return of over three million refugees. Israel, however, continues to exploit Syria’s 

vulnerability, occupying the Golan Heights and expanding its territorial control. Arab nations, including Saudi 

Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar, play a vital role in providing economic aid for rebuilding infrastructure, while Western 

countries, such as the U.S., UK, and Germany, use diplomatic maneuvers to shape Syria’s political future. The 
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transitional government seeks international support but faces the challenge of aligning with conflicting interests. 

This multifaceted crisis illustrates the interplay between regional actors, humanitarian efforts, and foreign agendas 

in shaping Syria's future. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• International Relations: Middle Eastern geopolitics, U.S.-Israel policies. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Impacts of regional conflicts on Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Syrian crisis and its global implications. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Syria’s political crisis began with the end of Bashar al-Assad’s regime, leading to foreign powers intervening to 

secure their interests. Turkiye aims to stabilize its border and address Kurdish threats, while Israel exploits the chaos 

to expand its territory, notably occupying the Golan Heights. Arab countries provide economic aid for Syria’s 

reconstruction, while the U.S. and Europe balance between Kurdish support and diplomatic ties. Syria’s transitional 

government, relying on foreign assistance, struggles to rebuild amid these competing agendas. For instance, over 

three million Syrian refugees in Turkiye await a resolution to return home. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 3 million Syrian refugees reside in Turkiye. 

• Israel annexed Golan Heights in 1967, recognized internationally as Syrian territory. 

• Syrian infrastructure relies heavily on financial support from Arab nations like Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

 

To sum up, The Syrian crisis exemplifies the devastating impact of geopolitical rivalries on a nation’s sovereignty. 

While international powers claim to aid Syria’s recovery, their agendas often exacerbate instability. For sustainable 

peace, Syrian stakeholders must focus on rebuilding state institutions and encouraging national unity amidst these 

challenging circumstances. This article underscores the complexities of modern conflicts, emphasizing the 

importance of prioritizing humanity over political gains. 

 

87. Ceasefire Without Resolution: Unfinished Struggle For 

Peace 

➢ Summary: 

The article looks into the complex dynamics of ceasefires in conflict zones, highlighting how temporary truces often 

mask unresolved disputes. Ceasefires are necessary for halting immediate violence, but their effectiveness hinges 

on whether they pave the way for lasting peace. The author critiques the global tendency to prioritize short-term 

stability over addressing the root causes of conflicts. Examples from history reveal how ceasefires can become tools 

for oppressors to consolidate power, delay accountability, and perpetuate injustices under the guise of diplomacy. 

The piece of writing underscores that without political will and genuine commitment from stakeholders, these 

temporary pauses risk becoming futile exercises that merely prolong human suffering. 

It further examines the challenges faced by mediators in negotiating ceasefires, pointing to the lack of consensus 

among international actors. The author argues that superficial agreements often fail to address deeper grievances, 

leaving the affected populations trapped in cycles of violence. The narrative emphasizes the moral and practical 

need for global powers to adopt a more holistic approach. Instead of viewing ceasefires as an end, they must be 

seen as a step towards broader peace-building initiatives. The article calls for integrating accountability mechanisms 

and ensuring equitable power dynamics in ceasefire negotiations to prevent recurring crises. 
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➢ Overview: 

The article critically explores the limitations of ceasefires in conflict resolution, emphasizing the need for addressing 

the root causes of violence. It sheds light on the political and humanitarian implications of temporary truces that 

lack follow-up efforts for sustainable peace. 

➢ NOTES: 

Ceasefires, though essential for halting immediate violence, often lack the strength to ensure long-term peace unless 

they address underlying issues. The article emphasizes the significance of integrating accountability mechanisms, 

addressing root causes, and fostering genuine commitment from global powers to transform temporary truces into 

sustainable peace agreements. It highlights the role of international mediators, whose efforts frequently falter due 

to the competing interests of powerful nations.   

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Conflict resolution and peace-building mechanisms. 

• Current Affairs: Role of global powers in mediating conflicts. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Lessons for regional conflicts and peace efforts. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Ceasefires temporarily stop fighting in conflicts, allowing time for negotiations. However, without addressing the 

root causes, such as political, ethnic, or economic disputes, these pauses often fail to prevent further violence. For 

instance, in international conflicts like the Israel-Palestine issue, ceasefires provide short-term relief but rarely 

resolve underlying tensions. A genuine commitment from all parties and international oversight is essential to 

transform ceasefires into lasting peace agreements. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Ceasefires have been used in over 40% of global conflicts since World War II. 

• Only 20% of these have led to durable peace agreements. 

• International mediators, including the UN, often face resistance due to conflicting interests of global 

powers. 

To wrap up, The article presents a compelling critique of the global approach to ceasefires, urging policymakers to 

adopt long-term solutions rather than short-term fixes. True peace requires addressing the root causes of conflicts, 

ensuring justice, and involving all stakeholders equitably. Ceasefires, though vital, should never be mistaken as a 

resolution but as a stepping stone towards comprehensive peace-building. 
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88. Russia-Iran Strategic Partnership Manifests Deep Leverage 

➢ Summary: 

The strategic partnership treaty signed on January 17 between Russia and Iran marks a transformative era in Middle 

Eastern geopolitics. This 20-year agreement, encompassing 47 articles, aims to bolster cooperation in security, 

defense, energy, trade, technology, and nuclear development. The treaty signals a significant shift toward a 

multipolar world order, emphasizing mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. By pledging military 

collaboration, including joint exercises and counterterrorism efforts, and expanding energy ties through natural gas 

and nuclear energy projects, the partnership aims to counterbalance Western influence, particularly that of the US, 

in the region. Iran’s strengthened ties with Russia elevate its regional standing, challenge US dominance, and 

promote a shared stance on the Palestinian issue, fostering a cohesive bloc against Western hegemony. 

This alliance reshapes the geopolitical and economic landscape of the Middle East and South Asia, leveraging Iran’s 

strategic location as a transit hub for Russia’s North-South Transport Corridor. As the treaty fosters military-

technical collaboration and addresses shared threats, it also raises concerns about regional stability, especially in 

Syria, where Russian and Iranian interests may intersect or conflict in a post-Assad era. The partnership’s potential 

to undermine US and Israeli defense strategies further consolidates its strategic importance. Ultimately, this 

collaboration heralds a new chapter in regional alliances, posing challenges for Western powers while advocating 

for a diversified global order. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the profound implications of the Russia-Iran strategic treaty on regional geopolitics, focusing 

on their collaboration in defense, energy, and counter-Western efforts. It emphasizes the potential of this alliance to 

reshape the Middle East and South Asia while posing challenges to global powers like the US. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Russia-Iran strategic treaty is a pivotal development in international relations, reshaping geopolitical dynamics 

in the Middle East and South Asia. This 20-year agreement, consisting of 47 articles, emphasizes comprehensive 

cooperation in defense, trade, energy, and technology, aiming to establish a multipolar global order. It strengthens 

military ties through joint exercises, counterterrorism efforts, and mutual defense commitments, ensuring regional 

stability while countering Western influence. The treaty also facilitates economic collaboration, with Russia 

pledging significant natural gas supplies and supporting Iran’s nuclear energy ambitions. Furthermore, the 

partnership bolsters Iran’s geopolitical standing, creating a united front against adversaries like the US and its allies. 

By leveraging Iran’s strategic location for Russia’s North-South Transport Corridor, the alliance opens vital trade 

routes for South Asia, encouraging regional connectivity. This strategic cooperation underscores the growing 

importance of alliances in addressing shared threats and shaping a balanced global power structure. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Shifts in global alliances, multipolarity, and Middle Eastern geopolitics. 

• Current Affairs: Role of energy cooperation and regional alliances. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Impact on South Asia and regional stability. 

• Global Politics: Countering Western influence and fostering regional connectivity. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The Russia-Iran treaty is like a business agreement between two companies deciding to work together to share 

resources and strengthen their position against competitors. For example, Iran benefits from Russian technology to 

build nuclear reactors, and Russia gains access to Iranian trade routes. Similarly, their combined efforts in military 

cooperation make them stronger against common adversaries, like how two friends team up in a game to defeat a 

stronger opponent. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Treaty duration: 20 years. 

• Includes 47 articles covering defense, energy, and trade. 

• Russia plans to supply up to 55 billion cubic meters of natural gas annually. 

• Iran and Russia’s alliance challenges the US and Israel’s dominance. 

• Both nations advocate for Palestinian statehood and resist Western hegemony. 

To wrap up, The Russia-Iran strategic partnership embodies a decisive shift in regional and global geopolitics, 

redefining alliances and challenging unipolar dominance. By promoting a multipolar order and leveraging mutual 

strengths, the treaty underscores the evolving nature of global power structures. This development not only 

strengthens regional players but also compels global powers to rethink their strategies in light of emerging alliances. 

 

 

89. Dynamics Of Terrorism: It Is A Cancer 

➢ Summary: 

Terrorism has plagued Pakistan since its inception, with historical conspiracies, including the Partition Plan and 

Radcliffe's biased boundary decisions, sowing seeds of conflict. The dismemberment of East Pakistan, fueled by 

Indian strategy and internal political missteps, marked a pivotal point, giving India a template for using terrorism 

as a strategic tool. On the western front, the Afghan conflict became a breeding ground for extremism, compounded 

by the post-Soviet vacuum, which later transformed Mujahideen into terrorists. The emergence of groups like the 

TTP, equipped with advanced weaponry and supported by hostile foreign intelligence agencies, poses a severe threat 

to Pakistan's stability. As regional dynamics evolve, with India pursuing hegemonic ambitions and using proxies to 

destabilize Pakistan, countering terrorism requires strategic diplomacy, robust governance, and economic revival. 

The current geopolitical landscape reveals heightened complexities, with Pakistan caught in a web of regional power 

struggles. The global divide between the US, EU, and allies versus China and Russia amplifies challenges for 

Pakistan, which faces pressures from Afghanistan and India. The US-Taliban deal and India's strategic projects, like 

the Yarlung Tsangpo Dam, add to the regional volatility. Internally, Pakistan must prioritize economic stability, 

political cohesion, and effective counterterrorism to navigate these threats. Diplomatic engagement with the Taliban 

and denying TTP operational space are pivotal, but negotiations require precise timing and alignment of interests. 

Ultimately, Pakistan's resilience lies in avoiding new conflicts, rebuilding its economy, and strengthening its internal 

and external security frameworks. 

➢ Overview: 

This article provides an in-depth exploration of terrorism's evolution as a state tool, its historical roots in Pakistan, 

and the geopolitical complexities shaping its current dynamics. It underscores the interplay of global and regional 

powers and the challenges Pakistan faces in countering both external and internal threats. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s turbulent history, from its inception marred by conspiracies to the 1971 war and its aftermath, underscores 

the significance of understanding historical and geopolitical dynamics. The unjust Partition and the Radcliffe 

boundary sowed seeds of perpetual conflict with India, culminating in the exploitation of East Pakistan’s 

vulnerabilities. The Afghan conflict, initially shaped by global powers, spilled over into Pakistan, transforming 

Mujahideen into terrorists and fostering groups like the TTP, now equipped with advanced weaponry and foreign 

support. Pakistan’s strategic location places it at the crossroads of regional power struggles, with India, Afghanistan, 

and global powers influencing its stability.  

 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Partition, 1971 war, and counterterrorism strategies. 

• International Relations: Regional power struggles, US-Taliban deal, and India-China dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: Terrorism as a global issue, proxy wars, and strategic diplomacy. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Understanding the dynamics of terrorism requires tracing its roots to historical conflicts and external influences. 

Pakistan’s challenges began with the Partition, leading to unresolved disputes like Kashmir. The 1971 war exposed 

internal weaknesses and external manipulations, while the Afghan conflict introduced terrorism as a weapon against 

Pakistan. Groups like the TTP emerged from this turmoil, often supported by hostile foreign agencies. Proxy wars, 

such as India’s alleged use of the TTP to destabilize Pakistan, are a strategic tool in regional conflicts. Addressing 

these challenges requires Pakistan to strengthen its economy, stabilize its political landscape, and engage 

diplomatically with neighboring states to counter external pressures effectively. This understanding is crucial for 

grasping the complexities of modern terrorism and its impact on national and regional stability. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 77 terrorist organizations are registered globally, with 50 linked to Afghanistan. 

• The Yarlung Tsangpo Dam project by China involves $1 trillion. 

• India’s counter-projects against China amount to $11 billion. 

To wrap up, This article provides a critical perspective on Pakistan’s enduring battle against terrorism and its 

geopolitical challenges. It emphasizes the need for strategic foresight, robust governance, and effective 

counterterrorism to ensure regional stability and national security. 

 

90. The Economic Stranglehold Of The IMF 

➢ Summary: 

The article critically examines Pakistan's persistent economic challenges, rooted in decades of reliance on foreign 

debt, particularly from the IMF. Since the Ayub Khan era, Pakistan's debt has skyrocketed, with per capita debt now 

exceeding 302,000 rupees. Despite repeated borrowing, the country has failed to achieve economic stability, as debt 

repayment consumes a significant portion of national resources. The IMF loans, coupled with high interest rates 

from other institutions, have compounded Pakistan's financial woes, pushing the national debt to over 72 trillion 

rupees. The government’s inability to meet export and tax collection targets, alongside devastating economic losses 

from terrorism, paints a grim picture of Pakistan’s fiscal health. The writer argues that surrendering to IMF 

conditions perpetuates dependency and compromises national sovereignty, advocating instead for a decisive shift 

toward economic self-reliance through trade with regional partners and innovative policies like barter trade. 

The article highlights the dire consequences of debt dependency, including poverty, inadequate access to clean 

water, and malnutrition, affecting nearly half the population. Pakistan has borrowed from the IMF 23 times since 

1958, with each tranche tightening economic and social constraints. The writer suggests that Pakistan's survival lies 

in deferring debt repayments, fostering regional trade, and rejecting the IMF's exploitative conditions. This requires 

a clear policy direction and accountability for past mismanagement of funds. The Piece of writing concludes with 

a call for economic sovereignty through resilient policymaking and unified national effort, emphasizing that 

freedom and dignity are non-negotiable. 

➢ Overview: 

This article explores Pakistan’s economic struggles due to excessive reliance on foreign debt and IMF loans. It 

highlights the failure of successive governments to achieve fiscal stability, proposing alternative strategies like 

regional trade and rejecting debt traps for economic revival. 
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➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's economic instability stems from excessive reliance on foreign debt, particularly from the IMF, which has 

left the nation grappling with financial crises. The inability toeet export and tax collection targets has exacerbated 

the issue, as borrowing remains the primary solution for fiscal deficits. Over the years, Pakistan has taken 23 IMF 

loans, with little accountability for how the funds were utilized. This dependency has perpetuated poverty, 

inequality, and inadequate public resources, including access to clean water and education. The article emphasizes 

the need for regional trade with nations like China and Iran and innovative approaches such as barter trade to address 

economic challenges. It also underscores the importance of rejecting exploitative loan conditions to safeguard 

national sovereignty. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic challenges, IMF policies, and socio-economic development. 

• Current Affairs: Regional trade dynamics and global financial institutions. 

• International Relations: IMF’s global role and its impact on developing nations. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan’s over-reliance on loans has led to significant economic challenges, with high-interest repayments 

worsening the financial burden. For instance, the nation borrows to cover expenses without increasing income 

through exports or taxes, much like an individual relying on credit cards without paying off debts. The article 

highlights the consequences of this dependency, including widespread poverty and inadequate public services. It 

suggests forming trade partnerships with neighboring countries and adopting creative solutions like exchanging 

goods for resources, which could reduce financial strain. By addressing these issues, Pakistan can aim for self-

reliance and sustainable growth, moving away from external control over its policies. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Per capita debt: 302,000 rupees. 

• National debt: 72 trillion rupees. 

• Total foreign debt: 130 billion dollars. 

• Loss from terrorism: 150 billion dollars over 20 years. 

• IMF loans taken: 23 times since 1958. 

To wrap up, This article is a stark reminder of the consequences of economic mismanagement and over-reliance on 

external loans. It urges Pakistan to break free from the IMF's grip and pursue self-reliant policies for sustainable 

growth. True economic freedom demands a coherent strategy, accountability, and collective effort to secure national 

dignity and prosperity. 

 

91. Retrieval Of US Military Equipment From Afghan Taliban 

➢ Summary: 

The article examines the contentious issue of US military equipment left behind in Afghanistan during the 2021 

withdrawal under President Joe Biden. This abandoned arsenal, including advanced weapons, night-vision devices, 

and heavy machinery worth $7.12 billion, has reportedly empowered the Taliban and subsequently the TTP, 

contributing to increased terrorism in Pakistan. President Trump has heavily criticized the withdrawal, accusing the 

Biden administration of negligence and calling for the recovery of the equipment. He proposed withholding aid to 

the Taliban until the weapons are returned. Despite claims from the Pentagon that the equipment was meant for the 

Afghan National Army, reports reveal its misuse by the Taliban and TTP in attacks against Pakistan, raising concerns 

about regional security. 
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The article highlights the strategic implications of the abandoned weaponry, as President Trump demands 

accountability for military leaders involved in the withdrawal. The Taliban allegedly distributed some of the 

equipment to the TTP, enabling them to execute precise and lethal attacks. While the Biden administration has been 

criticized for its role, the US government has yet to address this oversight effectively. This failure has not only 

jeopardized the stability of the region but also exposed deep flaws in US foreign policy decision-making. 

➢ Overview: 

The article critically analyzes the repercussions of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, particularly the transfer of 

sophisticated military equipment to adversarial forces. It underscores the strategic errors of the Biden administration 

and their impact on regional security, especially in Pakistan. The analysis sheds light on the political dynamics of 

the US and its implications for global security. 

➢ NOTES: 

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, overseen by the Biden administration, left behind military equipment 

worth $7.12 billion. This included advanced weaponry such as thermal vision-equipped rifles, night-vision devices, 

sniper rifles, heavy machine guns, and rocket launchers. While the Pentagon claimed these weapons were meant 

for the Afghan National Army, they fell into the hands of the Taliban, who later supplied them to TTP terrorists. 

This arsenal significantly enhanced the TTP’s operational capabilities, allowing for greater lethality and accuracy, 

particularly in night-time operations. The abandoned weapons have fueled terrorism in Pakistan, with TTP using 

them in attacks against military and civilian targets, thereby jeopardizing regional stability. President Trump has 

strongly criticized the Biden administration’s withdrawal strategy, accusing it of negligence and calling for the 

retrieval of the equipment, while also proposing to halt aid to the Taliban until the weapons are returned. This 

situation highlights serious flaws in US foreign policy and its broader implications for global security and regional 

stability. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Post-withdrawal US foreign policy and its implications. 

• Pakistan Affairs: TTP's resurgence and its impact on Pakistan. 

• Current Affairs: Global security challenges and regional dynamics. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 left behind weapons worth billions, now used by the Taliban and 

TTP. These weapons include rifles, night-vision goggles, and rocket launchers, enhancing the TTP's power. For 

example, TTP attacks in Pakistan using advanced US arms have increased terrorism. This situation arose due to 

poor planning by the US, leading to regional instability. Countries like Pakistan face severe challenges because of 

these mistakes, highlighting the need for better international accountability. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• $7.12 billion worth of US equipment left in Afghanistan. 

• Taliban controls over 300,000 light arms and 26,000 heavy weapons. 

• TTP uses US-made rifles, night-vision devices, and rocket launchers in attacks on Pakistan. 

 

To wrap up, The article exposes the dangerous aftermath of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, particularly the 

unchecked distribution of advanced weaponry. This oversight has empowered terrorist groups and destabilized the 

region, marking a significant failure in global security policy. The situation calls for urgent accountability and 

reassessment of international military strategies to prevent such crises in the future. 
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92. Trump’s Return: A New American Era 

➢ Summary: 

Trump’s return to the White House has sent shockwaves through global politics, as he takes office with a firm grip 

on power, bolstered by majorities in both the Senate and Congress. His victory, despite legal entanglements, has 

granted him immunity, allowing him to pursue his agenda without legal hurdles. From proposing large-scale 

deportations to floating bizarre ideas like renaming the Gulf of Mexico and absorbing Canada into the U.S., Trump 

has painted a picture of an administration that will upend traditional diplomacy. He wasted no time signing executive 

orders that dismantled key policies of his predecessor, including revoking birthright citizenship, scrapping sanctions 

against Israeli settlers in the West Bank, and pulling the U.S. out of the Paris Climate Deal and the WHO. His 

foreign policy leans heavily on economic coercion, particularly against Canada and China, while his ambition to 

broker peace in Ukraine and the Middle East remains questionable. 

On the domestic front, Trump's policies are set to deepen ideological divisions. His decision to withdraw from the 

WHO jeopardizes critical health programs, and his climate stance signals a return to unchecked fossil fuel 

expansion. His immigration policy, headlined by the border wall's revival, reflects a hardline nationalist approach. 

Meanwhile, his stance on Pakistan is expected to remain transactional, with Washington pressuring Islamabad to 

distance itself from China. As Trump navigates his second term, the world watches with bated breath—will his 

aggressive strategies reshape global alliances, or will they unravel in the face of legal and diplomatic resistance? 

One thing is certain: Trump's presidency is anything but conventional. 

➢ Overview: 

The article looks into the dramatic return of Donald Trump as the U.S. President, highlighting his controversial 

policies, executive orders, and their potential global impact. It explores his aggressive domestic and foreign policy 

strategies, from immigration crackdowns to dismantling international agreements. The author also scrutinizes 

Trump’s stance on major geopolitical issues, including the Russia-Ukraine war, U.S.-China relations, and the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, questioning whether his leadership will bring stability or further turbulence. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s presidency marks a pivotal shift in U.S. foreign policy, with a strong emphasis on economic and strategic 

maneuvering. His approach towards immigration, particularly revoking birthright citizenship and large-scale 

deportations, raises significant legal and humanitarian concerns. The withdrawal from the Paris Climate Deal and 

the WHO signals a retreat from global cooperation, with direct implications for environmental and public health 

policies. His stance on international conflicts, such as the Russia-Ukraine war and the Israeli-Palestinian crisis, 

showcases a transactional approach aimed at asserting American dominance. Pakistan’s foreign relations with the 

U.S. will likely remain secondary, as Washington prioritizes countering China’s influence.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (U.S. foreign policy, global alliances, trade wars) 

• Pakistan Affairs (U.S.-Pakistan relations, geopolitical strategies) 

• Environmental Science (Climate change policies, Paris Agreement withdrawal) 

• Governance & Public Policy (Immigration laws, healthcare policies) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Birthright citizenship, a constitutional right in the U.S., ensures that anyone born on American soil automatically 

becomes a citizen. Trump’s executive order to revoke this right is likely to face legal challenges, as it contradicts 

the U.S. Constitution. The Paris Climate Deal is a global effort to combat climate change, and America’s withdrawal 

weakens international climate commitments. The World Health Organization (WHO) oversees global health 

programs, and the U.S. exit could disrupt efforts against diseases like HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. In the Russia-
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Ukraine war, Trump aims to negotiate a resolution, potentially allowing Russia to retain control over occupied 

regions. The U.S.-China trade war, driven by Trump’s tariff threats, may escalate economic tensions, which could 

indirectly impact Pakistan’s trade relations with both nations.  

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Trump is the first convicted individual to become U.S. President. 

• The U.S. contributes $450 million annually to the WHO; its exit will create funding gaps. 

• The U.S. accounts for 15% of global carbon emissions; withdrawing from the Paris Deal weakens global 

climate efforts. 

• Trump's administration plans to deport 11 million illegal immigrants. 

• The U.S. provides $75 billion in aid to Ukraine, which Trump seeks to cut. 

• China exports $500 billion worth of goods to the U.S., which Trump wants to heavily tariff. 

To wrap up, Trump’s return signals a seismic shift in global politics, with his unpredictable policies set to rattle 

international stability. His isolationist stance, coupled with economic aggression, could redefine alliances and 

reshape power dynamics. While some hail his leadership as decisive, others see it as a reckless gamble with far-

reaching consequences. The world is bracing for an era where diplomacy takes a backseat to unilateral decision-

making, making Trump’s presidency one of the most consequential in modern history. 
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The Spine Times –  

93. China’s Belt and Road Initiative: A New Era of 

Globalization. 

➢ Summary: 

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a transformative global project designed to revitalize the ancient Silk Road, 

connecting Afro-Eurasian regions through massive infrastructure investments. It aims to promote economic 

cooperation, trade, and urban development, establishing China as a central player in a multipolar global economic 

order. However, the BRI's rapid expansion has sparked concerns over its environmental impacts, the increasing debt 

burden on participating countries, and potential social disruptions. The initiative challenges the traditional 

dominance of Western powers and is reshaping the global economic landscape, but its long-term implications 

remain a matter of debate, especially regarding the risks of new economic dependencies and environmental 

degradation. 

The BRI is likely to stimulate significant economic growth, with predictions that it could increase global GDP by 

up to $7.1 trillion annually by 2040, while reducing global trade costs and boosting trade flows in participating 

countries. Yet, critics argue that these benefits come at a high environmental and social cost, including increased 

global warming and the potential displacement of millions of people due to infrastructure-related disruptions. The 

project also faces mounting concerns about the accumulation of unsustainable debt in host countries, which could 

lead to long-term financial instability. As the BRI reshapes global economic dynamics, the challenge will be to 

balance its economic benefits with the environmental and social risks that accompany it. 

➢ Overview: 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global infrastructure project spearheaded by China, aiming to enhance 

connectivity and economic integration across Afro-Eurasian regions. While it offers substantial economic benefits, 

it also presents significant environmental and social challenges that could have lasting global repercussions. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global infrastructure project led by China, aiming to enhance connectivity 

and economic integration across Afro-Eurasian regions through the development of roads, railways, ports, and 

digital infrastructure. This initiative promotes economic cooperation, trade, and urban development, positioning 

China as a central player in reshaping the global economic order. The BRI’s focus on infrastructure is expected to 

stimulate substantial economic growth, with predictions of increasing global GDP by up to $7.1 trillion annually by 

2040 and reducing global trade costs. However, the initiative faces significant criticism for its environmental and 

social consequences. It is feared that the infrastructure projects may lead to environmental degradation, contributing 

to global warming, and cause social disruptions in participating countries, particularly due to the growing debt 

burden. Critics argue that this could lead to financial instability in some nations, creating dependencies on China 

that may undermine their long-term economic autonomy. Despite these concerns, the BRI challenges Western 

dominance in global affairs and is reshaping the world order towards a more multipolar structure, offering new 

opportunities for economic cooperation and development while highlighting the complexities of balancing growth 

with sustainability 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Geopolitical implications of China’s growing influence. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Opportunities and challenges for Pakistan’s economic engagement with the BRI. 

• Environmental Science: Impact of infrastructure on environmental sustainability and climate change. 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The BRI is essentially about building roads, railways, ports, and digital infrastructure that connect countries across 

the world. This promotes trade and economic growth. However, while it helps countries build better infrastructure, 

it also has some problems like harming the environment and creating debt. For example, if a country borrows a lot 

of money for a BRI project and cannot repay, it can end up in financial trouble. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• BRI could increase global GDP by $7.1 trillion annually by 2040. 

• The initiative is predicted to boost trade by 4.1% in participating countries. 

• The environmental cost could increase global warming by up to 3°C. 

To wrap up, The BRI is a defining element of the 21st-century global economy, presenting both opportunities and 

risks. It reflects China's ambition to reshape global trade and politics, but its success depends on how effectively it 

addresses environmental, social, and economic challenges. 

94. Root Causes of Socio-Political, and Economic Unrest in the 

Middle East 

➢ Summary 

The Middle East remains a turbulent region, grappling with entrenched socio-political and economic challenges 

that have been further exacerbated by foreign interventions. Internal factors such as authoritarian regimes, systemic 

corruption, and widening economic inequality fuel unrest, with youth unemployment and poverty acting as catalysts 

for revolutions like the Arab Spring. Economic disparities, coupled with food insecurity driven by inflation and 

resource mismanagement, create a volatile environment ripe for dissent. External influences, including Western 

interventions and regional rivalries between Saudi Arabia and Iran, have compounded instability, often worsening 

fragile systems under the guise of promoting democracy. Addressing these crises requires fostering inclusive 

governance, equitable growth, and reducing dependence on foreign powers. 

Proactive governance and reforms in the Middle East could transform its trajectory. Lessons from nations like 

Morocco, which mitigated unrest by subsidizing basic goods, and the importance of food security during times of 

upheaval, underscore the need for strategic planning. Economic growth must be accompanied by fair wealth 

distribution to alleviate social discontent. Meanwhile, reducing external meddling and focusing on indigenous 

solutions are pivotal for peace and stability. With systemic injustices addressed and a focus on social justice, 

democracy, and diplomatic independence, the Middle East could turn its historic unrest into a foundation for 

sustainable progress. 

➢ Overview 

The article examines the complex causes of unrest in the Middle East, including economic inequalities, food 

insecurity, authoritarian governance, and foreign interference. It emphasizes that sustainable peace requires 

addressing these systemic challenges through inclusive policies and equitable development while reducing reliance 

on external forces. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Middle East faces significant socio-political and economic Challenges. Political instability stems from 

authoritarian regimes, corruption, and a lack of democratic freedoms, as seen during the Arab Spring. Economic 

disparities, including high youth unemployment and widespread poverty, serve as catalysts for social unrest. Food 

insecurity, exacerbated by rising prices and poor resource management, further destabilizes the region. External 

interventions by Western powers and regional rivalries between Saudi Arabia and Iran have compounded these 

issues, intensifying unrest. Sustainable solutions require inclusive governance, equitable economic growth, 
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addressing systemic injustices, and reducing foreign influence, providing important vision into governance, 

international relations, and socio-economic policies. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Governance, social justice, and political reform. 

• Current Affairs: Regional politics, Middle Eastern geopolitics, and global power dynamics 

• International Relations: Effects of foreign interventions and regional rivalries. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The Middle East faces numerous challenges rooted in unfair governance, economic problems, and outside 

interference. For example, countries like Egypt experienced revolutions because of high youth unemployment and 

food insecurity, which left people feeling hopeless. Similarly, external powers often meddle in the region under the 

pretext of spreading democracy, but this has sometimes worsened instability, as seen in Libya and Syria. To create 

peace, governments must focus on reducing poverty, ensuring fair wealth distribution, and addressing food crises 

through proactive measures, like Morocco did by subsidizing food 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Youth unemployment in Tunisia reached 52%, fueling protests during the Arab Spring. 

• Nearly 50% of Egypt’s population lived below the poverty line during the unrest. 

• Inflation widens wealth gaps, destabilizing economies and societies. 

• Food insecurity was a significant factor in protests across Egypt, Syria, and Morocco. 

 

To sum up, The Middle East's path to stability requires a multifaceted approach addressing its deeply rooted internal 

challenges and limiting external meddling. Economic reforms, proactive governance, and policies promoting social 

justice are key to unlocking a peaceful and prosperous future. By learning from past mistakes and adopting 

innovative solutions, the region can forge a resilient path toward sustainable growth. 

 

95. Pak-China Relations in the Context of US-India Relations 

➢ Summary: 

The shifting global order, marked by the transition from unipolarity to multipolarity, has positioned Pak-China and 

US-India relations as pivotal axes shaping South Asia's geopolitical landscape. The Pak-China alliance, centered on 

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), emphasizes economic connectivity and strategic cooperation, 

bolstering infrastructure and trade while facing security challenges and dependency concerns. Conversely, the US-

India partnership focuses on countering China's influence through military-centric initiatives such as QUAD, 

advancing defense technologies, and fostering regional security. These alliances reflect contrasting strategies—

economic integration versus militarization—intensifying regional rivalries and complicating peacebuilding efforts. 

The deepening divide in South Asia stems from these strategic alignments, creating competing narratives and 

polarizing the region. The CPEC symbolizes economic ambition but faces resistance, notably from India, while the 

US-India alliance strengthens military and technological capacities. Both alliances highlight South Asia's role as a 

battleground in US-China rivalry, where cooperation on transnational challenges like terrorism and climate change 

becomes increasingly complex. Future stability requires innovative diplomacy, emphasizing multilateralism and 

regional collaboration to mitigate tensions, foster integration, and harness economic growth for a balanced South 

Asian order. 
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➢ Overview: 

This article examines the evolving dynamics of Pak-China and US-India relations, highlighting their strategic 

significance in shaping South Asia's geopolitical framework. It highlights their historical context, key areas of 

collaboration, and the challenges and opportunities arising from their contrasting approaches to regional stability. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article outlines the evolving dynamics of South Asia’s geopolitics, emphasizing the contrasting alliances of 

Pak-China and US-India. The Pak-China partnership, centered around CPEC, is an economic initiative aimed at 

regional connectivity and trade enhancement. However, it faces challenges like security threats and economic 

dependency. Conversely, the US-India alliance focuses on military collaboration under QUAD, aiming to 

counterbalance China’s growing influence in the Indo-Pacific. Key points include historical roots, such as Cold War 

alignments and modern initiatives like CPEC and QUAD, which define the region's security and trade frameworks. 

The article also highlights the potential for economic interdependence to reduce conflict, while addressing concerns 

over rising polarization and regional instability. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Strategic alignments and power rivalries. 

• Pakistan Affairs: CPEC and regional connectivity. 

• Current Affairs: Geopolitical dynamics and South Asia’s security challenges. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The article explains how two major alliances—Pakistan and China, and the US and India—are shaping South Asia’s 

future. Pakistan and China are working together through projects like CPEC to build roads, ports, and power plants, 

connecting Pakistan to international markets. This helps Pakistan grow economically but increases its reliance on 

China. On the other side, the US and India are strengthening their military ties to handle China’s expanding power 

in the region. The QUAD group focuses on securing sea routes and technological advancement. While these 

partnerships offer opportunities, they also create rivalries that complicate peace efforts in South Asia. A balanced 

approach emphasizing cooperation, rather than confrontation, can ensure stability and growth in the region. 

➢ Facts and Figures 

• CPEC investment in Pakistan: Approximately $62 billion. 

• QUAD members: US, India, Japan, Australia. 

• Indo-Pacific importance: Over 60% of global trade passes through this region. 

 

To wrap up, The contrasting trajectories of Pak-China and US-India alliances underscore the complexity of South 

Asia's geopolitical environment. As these alliances deepen, they offer opportunities for economic growth and 

security advancements while exacerbating tensions. A balanced approach prioritizing regional cooperation and 

multilateral diplomacy is essential for sustainable development and stability in the region. 
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96. AI and Climate Change: A Tech-Driven Solution for a Global 

Crisis 

➢ Summary: 

Climate change and artificial intelligence (AI) have emerged as pivotal challenges and solutions of our time, 

respectively. The article highlights the synergy between these two domains, showcasing AI’s transformative 

potential in predicting weather patterns, managing resources, and reducing carbon footprints. Through AI-powered 

tools like Conflict Early Warning Systems (CEWS) and energy optimization algorithms, societies can forecast 

extreme events, mitigate risks, and enhance sustainability. For instance, AI’s predictive models are pivotal in 

preventing climate-related conflicts and improving resource allocation. However, the implementation of AI comes 

with challenges, including high costs, ethical concerns, and unequal resource distribution, especially in developing 

nations. 

Despite these hurdles, the potential of AI outweighs its drawbacks. AI-trained models can significantly minimize 

disaster damages and reduce industrial greenhouse gas emissions, contributing to global sustainability. Satellite-

based systems, for instance, provide precise hazard forecasts in areas with limited infrastructure. Moreover, 

investment in AI-driven solutions, such as early warning systems, has demonstrated substantial economic and social 

benefits. The article emphasizes that a collaborative global effort is necessary to integrate AI into climate strategies 

effectively, ensuring that technological advancements align with social responsibility. This partnership between 

human and artificial intelligence symbolizes a beacon of hope in addressing the pressing climate crisis. 

➢ Overview: 

The article emphasizes AI’s role in combating climate change, focusing on its ability to forecast, optimize, and 

mitigate environmental challenges. It highlights both the transformative potential and the ethical, financial, and 

logistical challenges associated with AI implementation. 

➢ NOTES: 

AI is proving to be a game-changer in addressing climate change, providing innovative solutions such as weather 

prediction, resource optimization, and conflict mitigation through tools like Conflict Early Warning Systems 

(CEWS). These systems predict environmental risks and analyze data to avert climate-related conflicts. AI also 

optimizes industrial energy usage, reduces greenhouse gas emissions, and improves sustainability. However, the 

technology faces hurdles, including high implementation costs, resource disparities, and ethical concerns. 

Developing nations, often the most affected by climate change, struggle to adopt these solutions, highlighting the 

need for international collaboration and a balance between technological advancements and social responsibility. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Environmental Science: Climate change mitigation and AI's role. 

• International Relations: Global cooperation for technological advancement. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Relevance of AI-driven solutions in developing countries. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

AI's role in climate change can be understood through its practical applications. For example, AI systems predict 

floods and droughts by analyzing satellite and meteorological data, enabling preventive measures. AI also reduces 

carbon footprints by optimizing energy use in homes and industries, such as adjusting lighting and cooling 

automatically when not in use. Despite these advancements, challenges like high costs and resource inequality 

hinder AI's adoption in less developed regions. This underscores the importance of global efforts to make AI 

technology accessible and equitable for all. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• A $800 million investment in early warning systems could save $316 billion annually in the Global South. 
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To sum up, The fusion of AI and climate change mitigation marks a turning point in the fight against environmental 

crises. While challenges persist, the benefits of AI-driven solutions offer a glimmer of hope. By addressing financial 

and ethical concerns and fostering global cooperation, humanity can leverage AI as a tool to secure a 

sustainable future. 

 

97. 2024: The Darkest Year for Pakistan’s Democracy. 

 

➢ Summary: 

The year 2024 has undoubtedly been a pivotal moment in Pakistan's political history, marked by an alarming decline 

in democratic practices. The country witnessed a series of distressing events that undermined democratic norms and 

amplified authoritarian tendencies. From the rigged general elections to the imposition of coercive legislation, the 

erosion of parliamentary autonomy, and the suppression of free speech, 2024 exposed a blatant disregard for 

democratic values. A significant blow came with the banning of the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) and the 

shocking storming of parliament, acts that highlighted the growing authoritarian control over the political landscape. 

These developments collectively depict a year where democracy took a back seat to coercion and power 

consolidation. The general elections were marred by widespread allegations of rigging, leading to international 

condemnation and labeling by the Supreme Court of the Election Commission’s incompetence. Alongside this, a 

series of coercive amendments further tightened the executive’s grip on power, severely weakening the parliament’s 

autonomy. Free speech, too, was stifled, with a systematic crackdown on media and opposition voices. The ban on 

PTM, which advocated for Pashtun rights, and the violent raid on parliamentarians in September further illustrated 

the growing authoritarianism and disregard for fundamental freedoms. All these factors culminated in a year where 

the ideals of democracy were overshadowed by authoritarian tactics, urging a reevaluation of the resilience of 

Pakistan’s democratic system. 

➢ Overview: 

This article provides a comprehensive look at the major events of 2024, which signify a marked decline in Pakistan's 

democracy. It examines controversial elections, coercive legislation, suppression of free speech, and assaults on 

democratic institutions, presenting a cautionary tale about the fragility of democracy and the rise of 

authoritarianism. 

➢ NOTES: 

 The article underscores significant events in 2024 that severely undermined Pakistan’s democracy, illustrating the 

growing authoritarian tendencies within the state. Coercive legislation became a tool to centralize power, with laws 

like the 26th Amendment weakening the judicial system's independence and extending the military chiefs' tenure, 

which showcased the erosion of democratic safeguards. The suppression of free speech was another alarming trend, 

with the government imposing strict controls on media and communication channels, including disruptions to the 

internet and social media platforms like WhatsApp. Journalists, activists, and citizens were targeted for their 

opposition, reflecting a serious assault on personal freedoms and public discourse. The banning of the Pashtun 

Tahafuz Movement (PTM), a grassroots organization advocating for Pashtun rights, further illustrated the state's 

efforts to silence dissenting voices and curb political opposition. Moreover, the storming of parliament in 

September, where opposition parliamentarians were forcibly arrested by police and Rangers, represented an 

unprecedented violation of democratic principles and a direct attack on parliamentary sanctity. These actions 

collectively painted a picture of a state shifting away from democratic norms and gravitating toward a more 

authoritarian regime, where freedom of expression and the rule of law were severely compromised.  
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➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Political instability, democratic transitions, and authoritarian regimes. 

• Governance and Public Administration: The role of the judiciary, electoral systems, and political 

institutions. 

• International Relations: Global human rights concerns and perceptions of democratic backsliding in 

Pakistan. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

For beginners, understanding the concept of coercive legislation is important. This refers to laws that force 

individuals or institutions to comply with government directives, often under threat of punishment. A clear example 

from the article is the 26th Amendment, which was passed secretly to strengthen executive control over the judiciary 

and extend the tenure of military chiefs. Another important concept is the suppression of free speech, which occurs 

when the government takes actions to limit the expression of ideas and opinions. In the article, this is exemplified 

by the ban on the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) and the crackdown on media and activists who spoke against 

the regime. These actions reflect the state's increasing control over its citizens' freedoms and the erosion of 

democratic principles. Lastly, the storming of parliament demonstrates a grave breach of parliamentary integrity, as 

parliamentarians were forcibly removed by police and security forces, further undermining the sanctity of 

democratic institutions. These events highlight the importance of democratic checks and balances and the need to 

protect citizens' rights to ensure a fair and just governance system. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The general elections of 2024 were marred by allegations of rigging, with significant international criticism. 

• The 26th Amendment was passed secretly, allowing the extension of military chiefs’ service tenures. 

• On September 12th, a shocking raid on parliament saw the forced removal of parliamentarians, undermining 

the sanctity of the institution. 

To wrap up, 2024 acts as a stark reminder of the vulnerability of democratic systems when faced with authoritarian 

tendencies. The events of the year reflect an alarming trend that threatens the very principles of freedom, justice, 

and democracy. It is essential for citizens and leaders alike to remain vigilant in safeguarding democratic values to 

ensure a stable and just future for the nation. 

 

98. Future of the Indus Water Treaty 

➢ Summary: 

The Indus Water Treaty (IWT), signed in 1960 as a beacon of cooperation between India and Pakistan, now faces 

daunting challenges. Once a symbol of unity amidst rivalry, the treaty is strained by India's water nationalism, 

climate change, and Pakistan's political instability. India's construction of hydroelectric projects on western rivers 

violates the treaty, reducing Pakistan's water availability during critical seasons. Adding fuel to the fire, nationalist 

rhetoric in India and unresolved geopolitical issues, like the Kashmir dispute, intensify the distrust. Climate change, 

with melting glaciers and erratic rainfall, further exacerbates water scarcity, leaving both nations grappling with 

growing demands. Pakistan's political fragility hinders proactive diplomacy, deepening the crisis. 

To safeguard the IWT, both nations must rise above their adversarial history and adopt a cooperative approach. 

Dialogue, international mediation, and treaty modifications addressing modern challenges, such as climate 

adaptation, are essential. Without these measures, the risk of a regional water crisis looms large. The treaty's survival 

depends on mutual trust, resilience, and the recognition that water is not just a resource but a lifeline shared by 

millions. As the world watches, the fate of the IWT hangs precariously, demanding urgent action from both sides. 
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➢ Overview: 

This article analyzes the growing vulnerabilities of the Indus Water Treaty amidst rising water disputes, climate 

challenges, and political tensions. It emphasizes the need for cooperation, modernization of the treaty, and proactive 

diplomacy to avert a looming water crisis. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article explores the growing challenges to the Indus Water Treaty (IWT), focusing on various factors that 

threaten its effectiveness. One key issue is India’s aggressive approach towards water distribution, including the 

construction of hydroelectric projects on the western rivers, which violates the treaty's terms. This has raised serious 

concerns in Pakistan about its water security, especially during pivotal agricultural periods. Additionally, climate 

change is exacerbating water stress in the Indus Basin, as glaciers that feed the rivers are melting, reducing water 

flow. With rising water demand due to population growth and urbanization, tensions between India and Pakistan 

over water resources are escalating. Geopolitical issues, particularly the ongoing Kashmir dispute, have further 

complicated diplomatic efforts, as tensions between the two countries spill over into water diplomacy. Furthermore, 

Pakistan's internal political instability hinders its ability to respond effectively to these challenges. The article 

stresses that in order to preserve the treaty and avoid a potential water crisis, both countries must engage in continued 

dialogue, update the treaty to address climate change, and seek international mediation to resolve ongoing disputes. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Role of treaties in conflict resolution. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Implications of water scarcity and governance failures. 

• Environmental Science: Climate change’s impact on water resources. 

• Geopolitics: Effects of territorial disputes on resource sharing. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Water-sharing treaties like the IWT play a critical role in maintaining peace between rival nations. For example, 

despite four wars, India and Pakistan have managed water distribution under the treaty for decades. However, issues 

like India building dams on Pakistan’s rivers highlight how shared resources can be weaponized. Climate change 

adds another layer of complexity, as glaciers, crucial for river flows, are melting rapidly. Meanwhile, political 

instability in Pakistan weakens its ability to negotiate effectively, showing how governance directly impacts 

resource management. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• The Indus Basin serves 300 million people across India and Pakistan. 

• Glacial melt contributes over 50% of water flow to the Indus River. 

• India’s dams on western rivers could reduce water for 90% of Pakistan’s agriculture. 

 

To wrap up, The Indus Water Treaty stands at a crossroads, with its future intertwined with the actions of India and 

Pakistan. While challenges abound, the treaty remains a testament to the possibility of cooperation amidst conflict. 

Proactive measures, coupled with international support, can safeguard this critical agreement and ensure water 

security for millions. The onus lies on both nations to act wisely, recognizing water as a shared heritage rather than 

a weapon of discord. 
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99. Redefining Pakistan’s Foreign Policy: From Security to 

Strategy. 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan's foreign policy, traditionally reactive and heavily focused on security concerns, necessitates a 

transformative shift toward economic diplomacy and strategic regional cooperation. The over-reliance on military 

alliances with global powers like the United States and China has restricted Pakistan's autonomy and hindered the 

development of sustainable international relationships. By prioritizing economic growth, fostering stronger ties with 

neighboring countries, and adopting a proactive stance in multilateral platforms, Pakistan can redefine its 

international role. Strategic planning, institutional reforms, and a balanced approach between civilian and military 

leadership are essential to overcoming internal inefficiencies and establishing credibility on the global stage. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of economic corridors, like the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), coupled 

with enhanced trade diversification, can boost regional and national growth. Transparent policies, diversification of 

partnerships, and leveraging multilateral memberships such as the SCO and OIC are vital. Pakistan must emulate 

countries like China and Vietnam, using foreign policy as a catalyst for sustainable economic development. At this 

critical juncture, only a forward-looking approach, rooted in political stability and institutional coherence, can 

elevate Pakistan to the forefront of international diplomacy. 

➢ Overview: 

This article emphasizes the need for Pakistan to transition from a security-centric foreign policy to one focused on 

economic development and regional integration. It outlines the shortcomings of Pakistan's current approach, such 

as dependency on alliances and neglect of economic opportunities, while providing a roadmap for institutional 

reforms, strategic planning, and diversified partnerships. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan’s foreign policy has long been dominated by security concerns, primarily due to conflicts with India and 

issues like the Kashmir dispute. This approach has hindered economic growth and strained regional relations with 

neighboring countries, such as Afghanistan and Iran, which could otherwise be valuable trade partners. Over-

reliance on alliances with global powers like the United States and China has limited Pakistan’s autonomy and 

economic diversification. The article stresses the importance of transitioning to an economy-driven foreign policy 

that prioritizes regional cooperation, diversified trade partnerships, and institutional reforms. Strengthening ties 

with neighbors, enhancing participation in multilateral platforms like the SCO and OIC, and adopting a long-term 

strategic vision can improve Pakistan’s credibility and growth. It also highlights the need for think tanks, improved 

civilian-military coordination, and leveraging the diaspora for global influence. By learning from the successful 

models of China and Vietnam, Pakistan can use foreign policy as a tool for sustainable economic development and 

regional stability. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Pakistan’s foreign policy, economic diplomacy, and multilateral partnerships. 

• Pakistan Affairs: Regional cooperation, economic corridors, and institutional reforms. 

• Current Affairs: Shifts in global geopolitics and Pakistan's strategic outlook. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan's foreign policy has mainly focused on security due to issues like the Kashmir conflict with India. However, 

this approach has limited its potential to grow economically and improve relations with neighbors. For example, 

better trade ties with Afghanistan and India could boost regional development. Countries like China and Vietnam 

have used foreign policies to attract investments and improve their economies; Pakistan can follow suit by joining 
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international groups like SCO. Reforming institutions and involving overseas Pakistanis can also help improve the 

country's global image and influence. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s exports contribute only about 8% to its GDP, highlighting the need for economic diversification. 

• CPEC is expected to create over 700,000 jobs and add 2-2.5% to Pakistan’s annual GDP growth. 

• Regional trade in South Asia constitutes less than 5% of its total trade, compared to 25% in ASEAN 

countries. 

To sum up, This article underscores the critical importance of evolving Pakistan's foreign policy to meet 

contemporary global challenges. By balancing security needs with economic ambitions and fostering regional 

partnerships, Pakistan can unlock its potential for prosperity. However, achieving this requires strong political will, 

long-term strategies, and institutional reforms to align its diplomatic goals with national progress. 

 

100. Navigating the Double-Edged Sword: Stagflation and 

Economic Policy in Pakistan. 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan's economy grapples with the pernicious effects of stagflation, a condition characterized by the simultaneous 

occurrence of high inflation, stagnant growth, and rising unemployment. The interplay of supply-side constraints, 

structural inefficiencies, and energy crises has created a vicious cycle, eroding purchasing power, exacerbating 

income inequality, and shaking investor confidence. With inflation surging beyond 30% and economic growth 

plummeting to a mere 1.5%-2% in 2024, policymakers face mounting challenges. The State Bank's interest rate 

hikes to combat inflation have inadvertently stifled economic activity, compounding unemployment. Coupled with 

political instability, natural disasters, and inadequate institutional frameworks, these factors hinder Pakistan’s 

progress toward sustainable development. Effective solutions require a shift from conventional policies to structural 

reforms in agriculture, energy, and governance, alongside bolstering social safety nets to cushion the economic blow 

on vulnerable populations. 

To break free from this quagmire, Pakistan must adopt a dual-pronged approach encompassing immediate fiscal 

and monetary strategies alongside long-term structural overhauls. Institutional reforms to enhance governance, curb 

corruption, and attract investment are pivotal to revitalizing growth and countering stagflation's crippling effects. 

Lessons from nations like Vietnam underscore the potential of institutional strengthening in fostering economic 

resilience. Additionally, expanding social welfare programs such as BISP, addressing circular debt in the energy 

sector, and promoting demand-driven agricultural research can pave the way for inclusive growth. Tackling 

stagflation is an arduous journey requiring cohesive policies, political will, and collective effort to steer the nation 

toward stability and prosperity. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights Pakistan's struggle with stagflation and its socioeconomic repercussions. It emphasizes the 

importance of structural reforms, institutional strengthening, and balanced policy measures to mitigate the 

challenges of inflation, stagnation, and unemployment. 

➢ Notes: 

Stagflation significantly affects Pakistan's economy, with high inflation, unemployment, and low growth creating a 

cycle of economic stagnation. Key contributors include structural inefficiencies, energy crises, and fiscal-monetary 

policy mismatches. The State Bank’s interest rate hikes to combat inflation have inadvertently worsened 

unemployment, while the weakening rupee amplifies trade imbalances. To address these challenges, institutional 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

reforms are essential to curb corruption, improve governance, and emphasize investment. Structural changes in 

agriculture, such as corporate farming and vocational training, can revitalize productivity. Expanding social safety 

nets like BISP, addressing circular debt, and adopting policies that focus on demand-driven research are crucial for 

long-term stability. Comparative examples from Vietnam illustrate the importance of strong institutions in achieving 

sustained economic growth 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Economic challenges and reforms. 

• Governance and Public Policies: Institutional inefficiencies and reforms. 

• Economics: Inflation, unemployment, and fiscal-monetary strategies. 

• International Relations: Comparative economic development strategies. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Stagflation occurs when inflation rises, but economic growth remains stagnant, leading to unemployment. For 

example, in 2024, Pakistan’s inflation exceeded 30%, while growth stayed around 1.5%-2%. This reduced 

purchasing power and widened trade imbalances as the rupee weakened. Addressing such challenges requires 

reforms in agriculture, like introducing corporate farming to increase productivity. Expanding programs like BISP, 

which supports 7 million families, can reduce the burden on low-income groups. Additionally, tackling energy 

issues, such as the PKR 2 trillion circular debt, is critical for economic revival. Comparative success stories, like 

Vietnam’s economic growth through institutional reforms, offer valuable lessons for Pakistan. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan’s inflation rate exceeded 30% in 2024, while economic growth hovered between 1.5%-2%. 

• The State Bank of Pakistan raised interest rates to 22%-23%, aggravating unemployment. 

• Pakistan’s rupee significantly weakened against the US dollar, increasing trade imbalances and import 

costs. 

• Circular debt in the energy sector exceeds PKR 2 trillion. 

• BISP currently supports 7 million families, with calls for expansion to mitigate inflation's impact. 

• The Pakistan Institute of Development Economics suggests 8% growth and a 28.8% investment-to-GDP 

ratio for sustainable youth employment. 

• Vietnam achieved substantial growth through institutional reforms, with a projected growth rate of 6.1% 

for 2024. 

• Catastrophic floods in 2022 caused significant damage, with Planning Minister Ehsan Iqbal attributing 

Pakistan’s fall on the SDG Index to climate disasters. 

 

 

To sum up, Stagflation is a pressing challenge that demands immediate and long-term solutions. By addressing 

institutional inefficiencies, fostering investment, and implementing structural reforms, Pakistan can navigate its 

economic crisis. With cohesive efforts, the country can achieve sustainable growth, ensuring prosperity for 

future generations. 
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101. Trump’s Foreign Policy: Navigating Alliances, Wars, and 

Rivalries 

➢ Summary: 

Trump’s second presidency signals a resurgence of his "America First" policy, characterized by isolationism, trade 

wars, and skepticism towards international alliances. His foreign policy agenda emphasizes resolving the Ukraine 

conflict swiftly, bolstering ties with Israel, and escalating confrontations with rivals like China and Iran. This 

transactional approach aims to reshape global dynamics, albeit with unpredictable outcomes. Trump’s stance on 

NATO reflects his long-standing critique, pushing for financial contributions from allies while threatening 

withdrawal. His policies on China include aggressive tariffs and countering Beijing’s influence in Taiwan, while his 

"maximum pressure" strategy against Iran remains central, despite limited success in curbing its nuclear ambitions. 

Domestically, Trump’s strong Republican majority in Congress provides him the leverage to enact his policies with 

minimal resistance. However, his focus on deterrence and arms sales over multilateralism raises concerns about 

global stability. Critics argue that his vague strategies and reliance on bold rhetoric may lead to strained alliances 

and embolden adversaries like Russia and China. Trump’s leadership, though divisive, will undoubtedly leave an 

indelible mark on the global order, as allies and rivals alike navigate the uncertainty his policies bring. 

➢ Overview: 

The article highlights the core tenets of Trump’s foreign policy during his second presidency. It focuses on his 

isolationist stance, skepticism of alliances, and adversarial approach to China, Iran, and Russia. While emphasizing 

his unpredictability, it discusses how his policies could strain alliances like NATO and alter global dynamics. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s "America First" policy centers on prioritizing U.S. interests through reduced international collaboration, 

aggressive trade tactics, and transactional diplomacy. His focus on resolving conflicts like the Ukraine war and the 

Israel-Gaza situation is ambitious but lacks clear strategies. For example, his support for Israel remains unwavering, 

but his unpredictable approach in the Middle East could reshape alliances. Similarly, his demands for NATO allies 

to shoulder financial burdens challenge traditional defense agreements, while his proposed tariffs on Chinese goods 

risk reigniting a trade war. Trump’s confrontational stance toward adversaries like Iran and China, coupled with his 

emphasis on deterrence and arms sales, reflects a shift from multilateral cooperation to unilateral decision-making. 

This approach underscores the complexities of modern geopolitics, where self-reliance and strategic ambiguity 

dominate the global stage. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: U.S. foreign policy, alliances, and rivalries. 

• Current Affairs: Global conflicts (Ukraine, Gaza, and Taiwan). 

• Political Science: Leadership dynamics and foreign diplomacy. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s "America First" policy prioritizes the U.S. above all, reducing cooperation with other nations. He plans to 

solve conflicts like Ukraine’s war quickly but often favors aggressive tactics. For example, he suggests tariffs on 

Chinese imports to counter Beijing's influence but risks economic consequences. His criticism of NATO involves 

pushing allies to share financial burdens. Similarly, his strong support for Israel contrasts with unpredictable 

strategies in Middle Eastern conflicts. Trump’s focus on self-reliance often isolates the U.S. while shaking global 

stability. Understanding these policies helps grasp how major powers influence the world. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Trump proposes a 10%-60% tariff on Chinese imports. 

• NATO allies face $200 billion reimbursement demands for U.S. military expenses. 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

102. The Rise of Multipolarity: Opportunities and Challenges 

for Pakistan. 

➢ Summary: 

In the intricate web of global power dynamics, Pakistan’s geostrategic position offers both opportunities and 

challenges. The transition towards multipolarity demands a recalibration of Pakistan’s foreign policy to maintain 

equilibrium between its alliances with China, the United States, and emerging regional players like Russia and 

Central Asia. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, underscores 

the potential for economic growth and connectivity, positioning Pakistan as a central hub in regional trade. However, 

over-reliance on a single partner like China poses risks to sovereignty and economic sustainability. A balanced 

approach to economic and diplomatic ties is essential, with emphasis on leveraging opportunities without 

undermining independence. Moreover, Pakistan must strengthen its soft power through cultural diplomacy, 

educational collaborations, and contributions to global challenges, projecting a positive image internationally while 

addressing domestic human development needs. 

To secure its future in the evolving multipolar world, Pakistan must adopt a pragmatic and proactive stance. 

Maintaining alliances with the U.S., China, and Russia, while expanding its partnerships, will ensure long-term 

stability. Integrating human development into its foreign policy framework can address regional disparities and 

foster resilience against external pressures. The article advocates for a diversified and forward-thinking foreign 

policy, emphasizing Pakistan’s potential as a dynamic and influential player in global affairs. By aligning its 

domestic priorities with international goals, Pakistan can navigate the complexities of a multipolar world with 

sovereignty, stability, and strategic foresight. 

➢ Overview: 

The article discusses Pakistan’s response to the global shift toward multipolarity, highlighting the strategic need for 

balanced alliances, economic diversification, and soft power enhancement. It underscores the risks of dependency 

on a single power like China and the importance of fostering human development for national and international 

stability. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's foreign policy must adapt to the evolving multipolar world, focusing on strategic balance, economic 

opportunities, and soft power diplomacy. With projects like CPEC and regional trade networks, Pakistan has the 

potential to position itself as a hub for connectivity and economic growth. However, it must avoid over-reliance on 

China, ensuring diversified partnerships with powers like the U.S., Russia, and Central Asian states. Enhancing soft 

power through cultural diplomacy, educational collaborations, and global contributions is equally essential for 

improving Pakistan’s international image. Human development is another pivotal area, as addressing poverty, 

improving education, and ensuring equitable healthcare can strengthen Pakistan’s domestic resilience and its global 

standing. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Foreign policy, CPEC, and economic challenges. 

• International Relations: Global power dynamics, multipolarity, and regional diplomacy. 

• Current Affairs: Pakistan's soft power initiatives and international engagement. 

• Notes for Beginners: 

Pakistan’s geographical position offers both challenges and opportunities. The global shift to multipolarity means 

several powerful nations, like China, the U.S., and Russia, are shaping the world order. Pakistan benefits from 

economic projects like CPEC, connecting South Asia to Central Asia, but it must balance its relationships to avoid 

over-dependence on any single partner. Soft power involves promoting Pakistan’s rich culture and education to 
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improve its global image. For instance, showcasing its heritage and talent can attract international attention. 

Moreover, investing in people by improving education, healthcare, and reducing poverty ensures a stronger and 

more stable nation that can better handle global pressures. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• CPEC projects valued at $62 billion. 

• Gwadar Port links South Asia to Central Asia, boosting trade. 

• Pakistan ranked 161 out of 192 in human development (UNDP 2023). 

 

To wrap up, The article provides a compelling blueprint for Pakistan to navigate the complexities of a multipolar 

world. By promoting balanced alliances, investing in human development, and enhancing its soft power, Pakistan 

can safeguard its sovereignty and secure a prosperous future. It emphasizes proactive policies to turn challenges 

into opportunities, ensuring Pakistan remains a significant player in the evolving global order. 

 

 

103. Gaza War: The Role of Muslim and Western World 

➢ Summary: 

The 2023 Gaza conflict, ignited by Hamas's attack, has deepened the Israeli-Palestinian rift, escalating into 

widespread violence, significant casualties, and a severe humanitarian crisis. Gaza faces dire conditions, with over 

80% of its population displaced amidst restricted aid and basic resources. Regionally, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, and 

Iran grapple with security concerns and political repercussions, while the Western world, led by the US, largely 

backs Israel. Despite calls from the UN and Muslim nations for ceasefire and aid, global inaction has left the region 

embroiled in turmoil. The conflict underscores the urgent need for a two-state solution to address historical 

grievances and achieve sustainable peace. 

Globally, the war has reshaped diplomatic relations. Western powers prioritize Israel's security, while Arab and 

Muslim nations urge immediate humanitarian interventions. The role of Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, and Iran highlights 

regional complexities, with each country balancing domestic and international pressures. A unified response from 

the Muslim world and fair mediation by global powers, particularly the US and China, remain critical. The crisis is 

a stark reminder that unresolved political disputes and unchecked aggression lead to cycles of violence, 

necessitating cohesive international efforts for a peaceful resolution. 

➢ Overview: 

The article dissects the 2023 Gaza conflict, detailing its humanitarian impact, historical context, and geopolitical 

implications. It stresses the role of regional actors and global powers in addressing the crisis, emphasizing the two-

state solution as the only viable path to lasting peace. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article focuses on the 2023 Gaza conflict, emphasizing its humanitarian challenges, historical roots, and 

geopolitical implications. It highlights the Israeli-Palestinian conflict’s historical evolution, from the Ottoman 

Empire's decline to the UN partition plan of 1947, which failed to resolve tensions. Key actors include Egypt, 

Jordan, Turkey, and Iran, grappling with displaced Palestinians, security concerns, and strained international 

relations. The role of global powers, especially the US, is analyzed, showcasing Western bias in supporting Israel, 

while China advocates a two-state solution. The UN’s efforts for ceasefires and humanitarian relief are examined, 

alongside the Muslim world’s demand for unity against Aggression. It encourages understanding of regional 

complexities and international diplomacy to address ongoing conflicts effectively. 
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➢ This article is related to: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Role of Muslim nations in diplomacy. 

• International Relations: Middle East dynamics and global peace efforts. 

• Current Affairs: Humanitarian crises and international intervention. 

➢ Notes for beginners: 

The Gaza conflict highlights the devastating effects of war, as seen in Gaza's mass displacement, with over 80% of 

its population homeless. For example, Egypt fears historical patterns of permanent refugee crises, recalling past 

events where displaced Palestinians were unable to return. Similarly, the UN emphasizes ceasefires as vital to 

preventing further harm, yet international disagreements stall progress. The article also explores alliances, such as 

the US supporting Israel, contrasting with the Muslim world's demand for an immediate ceasefire. These dynamics 

underscore the need for balanced diplomacy to address humanitarian concerns and foster peace. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 17,487 Palestinians killed, including women and children. 

• 80% of Gaza’s 2.3 million population displaced. 

• UN describes southern Gazalish." 

• Massive destruction Mae to Israeli airstrikes. 

To wrap up, This article provides a comprehensive view of the Gaza conflict, exploring its humanitarian, political, 

and regional dimensions. It underscores the urgent need for global and Muslim unity in advocating peace while 

calling for fair and unbiased mediation to resolve this enduring crisis. 

 

104. Tracing the Historical and Contemporary Issues in Pak-

Afghan Relations 

➢ Summary: 

Pakistan-Afghanistan relations have historically been a rollercoaster ride, teetering between collaboration and 

conflict. From Pakistan's unwavering socio-economic support during the Soviet invasion to its pivotal role in 

shaping Taliban politics, the ties are deeply interwoven. However, this relationship is marred by Afghanistan's 

frequent alignment with adversaries like India and its inability to curb TTP activities against Pakistan. The 

resurgence of the Taliban in 2021 initially raised hopes of improved ties, but the regime's inaction against cross-

border terrorism and internal rifts between the Haqqani and Kandahar factions have strained the connection. 

Pakistan’s frustration, reflected in recent airstrikes on TTP hideouts, underscores the pressing need for mutual 

understanding and cooperation. 

Afghanistan’s loyalty to Pakistan remains questionable, with rising concerns over its growing ties with India and 

its failure to address anti-Pakistan elements. Historical figures like Mahmud Ghazni and Ahmad Shah Abdali 

symbolize Afghanistan’s tumultuous past, often invoked by its regimes to justify current actions. Meanwhile, 

Pakistan’s sacrifices, from hosting Afghan refugees to facilitating the Doha Accord, are overshadowed by mistrust. 

The article emphasizes the dire need for peacebuilding, mediated by international bodies like the OIC, and 

underscores trade, border management, and security as focal points for fostering stability. The future of both nations 

hinges on their ability to overcome mutual grievances and craft a strategy for enduring peace. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights the historical and present-day dynamics of Pak-Afghan relations, a tale marked by both shared 

struggles and lingering mistrust. It navigates through Pakistan's enduring support for Afghanistan, from hosting 

refugees during the Soviet invasion to facilitating Taliban governance, juxtaposed with Afghanistan’s alignment 
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with adversarial forces like India. The narrative highlights critical issues, including TTP-led terrorism, internal 

Taliban factions, and cross-border tensions, while emphasizing the need for collaborative peacebuilding and 

international mediation to foster regional stability. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pak-Afghan relations are defined by a complex interplay of historical alliances, regional geopolitics, and mutual 

challenges. Pakistan’s role during the Soviet invasion, where it hosted millions of Afghan refugees and supported 

Afghan resistance, reflects its commitment to the neighboring country. However, Afghanistan’s alignment with 

adversarial forces like India and its inaction against TTP-led terrorism have strained ties. Internal divisions within 

the Taliban regime, particularly between the Haqqani and Kandahar factions, further exacerbate regional instability. 

International organizations like the OIC could play a pivotal role in mediating conflicts, while enhanced border 

management and trade could foster cooperation. 

➢ CSS Syllabus Relevance: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Pak-Afghan relations, security challenges, and refugee crises. 

• International Relations: Regional cooperation, border diplomacy, and the role of international 

organizations. 

• Current Affairs: Terrorism, cross-border security, and foreign relations. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan has always been complicated. For example, Pakistan supported 

Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion by providing shelter to refugees and aiding their resistance. However, 

tensions arose when Afghanistan’s governments, like Hamid Karzai’s, aligned with India, ignoring Pakistan’s 

concerns about terrorism from Afghan soil, such as TTP attacks. Today, the internal rifts within the Taliban 

government make cooperation harder, but peace is still possible through international mediation and collaborative 

efforts like border security and trade agreements. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Pakistan hosted over 3 million Afghan refugees during the Soviet-Afghan war. 

• The Taliban’s return to power in 2021 was facilitated partly by Pakistan’s role in the Doha Accord. 

• Afghanistan has been under Mongol rule for 250 years historically. 

 

To wrap up, The article encapsulates the intricate fabric of Pak-Afghan relations, blending historical legacies with 

contemporary challenges. While the road ahead appears fraught with hurdles like terrorism and external 

interference, the opportunity for peace and prosperity remains within reach if both nations embrace dialogue 

and mutual respect. 

105. Artificial Intelligence: A Boon or Bane for the Future? 

➢ Summary: 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has transformed numerous domains, from education and healthcare to environmental 

conservation, providing unprecedented efficiency, personalization, and innovation. For instance, AI-powered tools 

enhance personalized education by catering to individual learning needs, while in healthcare, it facilitates precise 

surgeries and accelerates drug discoveries. However, as beneficial as AI may seem, it comes with significant 

drawbacks. Concerns about privacy breaches, job displacement, and the weaponization of AI raise alarm bells. For 

example, AI-driven deepfake technologies have led to misuse, tarnishing personal reputations globally. 

Furthermore, autonomous weapons systems capable of making lethal decisions independently pose threats to global 

security. Balancing the remarkable advantages of AI with its potential dangers necessitates stringent ethical 

regulations and a proactive global response to prevent misuse. 
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Despite AI's potential to revolutionize industries, it also risks rendering traditional jobs obsolete due to automation. 

Reports suggest up to 80 million jobs may vanish by 2030, though new roles in AI development could emerge. Still, 

such transformations may cause an adaptability crisis among low-skilled workers. The key to harnessing AI lies in 

establishing ethical frameworks, such as the Montreal Declaration, ensuring its responsible development and 

application. With robust guidelines and international cooperation, AI can be leveraged as a tool for humanity's 

progress while mitigating its risks. 

➢ Overview: 

This article looks into the dual nature of AI as both a boon and a bane. It highlights its transformative impact across 

industries while drawing attention to associated challenges, emphasizing the urgent need for ethical standards to 

safeguard against misuse. Examples of AI's contributions, such as personalized learning and precision surgeries, are 

juxtaposed with its risks, including unemployment, privacy breaches, and autonomous weaponization. 

➢ NOTES: 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a transformative force across various fields, offering unparalleled 

advantages while presenting significant challenges. It revolutionizes education through personalized learning 

platforms that cater to individual needs, enhances healthcare with precision tools and optimized workflows, and 

aids environmental conservation by monitoring climate changes and preserving biodiversity. However, the rise of 

AI-driven automation threatens traditional jobs, with up to 80 million positions potentially displaced by 2030. 

Privacy concerns have escalated, particularly through the misuse of deepfake technology, which has tarnished 

reputations globally. Furthermore, the weaponization of AI through autonomous systems poses grave security risks, 

necessitating immediate attention. The need for ethical regulations is critical, as frameworks like the Montreal 

Declaration aim to ensure AI is developed responsibly, prioritizing privacy, societal impact, and security. Striking a 

balance between innovation and regulation is essential to harness AI's potential while mitigating its risks. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Science and Technology: Impact of AI on education, healthcare, and industries. 

• International Relations: AI's role in global security and ethics in autonomous weapons. 

• Environmental Science: Use of AI in climate conservation and biodiversity preservation. 

• Notes for Beginners: 

Artificial Intelligence is a technology that mimics human intelligence to perform tasks efficiently. For instance, AI 

in education adapts to students' learning styles, making lessons more engaging. In healthcare, robotic arms allow 

doctors to perform remote surgeries with precision. However, AI also has drawbacks. Automation in factories may 

reduce jobs for humans, while deepfake technology has been misused to harm reputations. Governments worldwide 

are working on ethical standards to ensure AI is used for good, such as monitoring climate changes or assisting 

disabled individuals through self-driving cars. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Employment Impact: Up to 80 million jobs may be lost to AI automation by 2030. 

• Job Creation: AI could generate 20–50 million new jobs by 2030 (McKinsey). 

• Global Security: The development of AI-powered weapons raises concerns of uncontrolled conflicts. 

• Education: AI tools provide personalized feedback, improving student performance. 

To wrap up, Artificial Intelligence is a powerful tool that can either elevate humanity to new heights or plunge it 

into unprecedented challenges. Its potential for goods is vast, from transforming industries to solving global issues 

like climate change. However, unchecked advancements can lead to severe consequences, such as job losses, 

privacy violations, and global insecurity. 
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106. End of Israel-Gaza War: A Path to Fragile Peace 

➢ Summary: 

The Israel-Gaza conflict, marked by intense violence and severe humanitarian suffering, has ended with a fragile 

ceasefire. The war resulted in over 10,000 Palestinian casualties, including women and children, and massive 

destruction in Gaza, leaving it on the brink of a humanitarian catastrophe. Israel also faced civilian casualties and 

psychological trauma despite its advanced Iron Dome defense system. Global mediators like the UN, Qatar, and 

Egypt facilitated the ceasefire, which includes easing Gaza’s blockade and addressing captive exchanges. However, 

unresolved issues such as territorial disputes, settlement expansions, and recognition rights remain critical obstacles 

to lasting peace. 

The road to sustainable peace requires addressing core disputes through constructive dialogue, easing restrictions 

on Gaza, halting settlement activities, and fostering mutual recognition between Palestinians and Israelis. While 

global responses have varied, human rights organizations emphasize rebuilding Gaza and ensuring accountability. 

The ceasefire offers a momentary reprieve but must evolve into a foundation for durable peace. Achieving stability 

in the region depends on justice, negotiation, and coexistence, demanding collective efforts from local and global 

actors. 

➢ Overview: 

The article outlines the devastating impact of the Israel-Gaza war, the terms of the ceasefire, and the challenges 

ahead. It emphasizes the humanitarian toll, the fragile nature of the truce, and the need for addressing deep-seated 

issues to achieve lasting peace. It also highlights global reactions and the responsibilities of international agencies 

in fostering dialogue and rebuilding efforts. 

➢ NOTES: 

The Israel-Gaza war inflicted immense humanitarian suffering, with over 10,000 Palestinians killed, including 

women and children, and critical infrastructure in Gaza destroyed, pushing the region to the brink of a humanitarian 

crisis. Israel, despite its Iron Dome defense, faced civilian casualties, injuries, and psychological trauma due to 

relentless rocket attacks. A fragile ceasefire brokered by global mediators, including Qatar, Egypt, and the United 

Nations, temporarily halted hostilities but left fundamental disputes unresolved, such as territorial issues, settlement 

expansions, Gaza’s blockade, and mutual recognition. The global response was mixed, with some nations criticized 

for bias while human rights organizations emphasized the need for rebuilding Gaza and addressing the humanitarian 

emergency. Sustainable peace demands constructive dialogue, easing restrictions on Gaza, preventing further 

settlement developments, and fostering coexistence to ensure a stable and prosperous future for both Palestinians 

and Israelis. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: Conflict resolution and peacebuilding. 

• Current Affairs: Middle Eastern conflicts and global diplomacy. 

• Political Science: Territorial disputes and sovereignty. 

• Environmental Science: Post-war rebuilding and humanitarian efforts. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The Israel-Gaza war caused immense suffering, with thousands killed in Gaza and severe destruction to its 

infrastructure, including schools and hospitals. Israel faced rocket attacks, leading to casualties and fear despite its 

advanced defense systems. The ceasefire, mediated by global actors, provides temporary relief but doesn’t solve 

long-term issues like territorial disputes or the blockade on Gaza. For lasting peace, both sides must address these 

disputes through dialogue and mutual recognition. For instance, easing the blockade can help Gaza’s economy 

recover, while halting settlement expansions can reduce tensions. 
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➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Over 10,000 Palestinian casualties reported. 

• Critical infrastructure in Gaza destroyed, leading to a humanitarian crisis. 

• Israel faced civilian casualties and widespread panic despite its Iron Dome system. 

• The ceasefire involves easing blockades and exchanging captives. 

 

To sum up, The Israel-Gaza conflict underscores the urgency of addressing deep-rooted issues to achieve lasting 

peace. While the ceasefire provides temporary respite, true stability depends on justice, reconciliation, and mutual 

recognition. The global community must play an active role in promoting dialogue and ensuring accountability to 

prevent future hostilities. The fragile peace achieved today must act as a stepping stone toward a just and enduring 

resolution for both Israelis and Palestinians. 

107. De-radicalizing Pakistan: A Path Toward Peace and 

Progress 

➢ Summary: 

De-radicalizing Pakistan demands a multifaceted approach to combat entrenched extremist ideologies stemming 

from fragmented education, socioeconomic inequalities, and religious misinterpretations. Reforming the education 

system to promote critical thinking and unity, addressing poverty and unemployment through inclusive economic 

policies, and encouraging intellectual discourse are vital steps toward achieving this goal. Pakistan’s radicalization 

journey, marked by key events like the Peshawar school massacre and Mashal Khan’s lynching, underscores the 

urgency of countering extremist narratives. Moreover, reforms in religious interpretations and state policies are 

necessary to prevent the manipulation of religion for political purposes and foster a harmonious society. 

Despite the challenges posed by Pakistan’s geopolitical complexities and internal resistance, progress remains 

achievable. By investing in education, promoting equal opportunities, and revising laws to ensure secular 

governance, Pakistan can chart a course toward a peaceful, progressive future. The National Action Plan has laid a 

foundation, but sustained efforts and intellectual engagement are required to address the root causes of radicalism. 

By empowering marginalized communities and promoting tolerance, Pakistan can overcome extremism and 

embrace a future of inclusivity and progress. 

➢ Overview: 

The article explores Pakistan’s journey toward de-radicalization, emphasizing the need for reforms in education, 

economic policies, and religious interpretations. It highlights the historical and socio-political factors contributing 

to radicalism while suggesting a comprehensive strategy for promoting peace and progress. 

➢ NOTES: 

Radicalization in Pakistan has deep historical and socio-political roots. The article emphasizes the impact of General 

Zia-ul-Haq’s regime, which institutionalized extremism through policies that aligned religion with governance. The 

fragmented education system further exacerbates the problem, promoting divergent ideologies instead of fostering 

unity and critical thinking. Socioeconomic inequalities such as poverty, unemployment, and disenfranchisement 

create fertile ground for extremist recruitment, necessitating inclusive economic reforms to empower marginalized 

communities. Religious misinterpretations also play a central role in radicalization, highlighting the need for 

intellectual discourse and peaceful interpretations of Islam. The National Action Plan is identified as a significant 

step toward counter-extremism, though its effectiveness depends on consistent implementation and societal 

engagement. 
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➢ CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Education System in Pakistan, Religious Extremism and its Impact, Socioeconomic 

Inequalities in Pakistan 

• International Relations: Counterterrorism Strategies, Role of Geopolitics in Radicalization 

• Governance and Public Policy: National Action Plan and Counter-Extremism Policies 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Radicalization in Pakistan stems from issues like unequal education, poverty, and the misuse of religion. The 

education system often divides people with differing ideologies instead of bringing them together. For example, 

madrassas sometimes teach narrow interpretations of Islam, leading to intolerance. Poverty and unemployment push 

people toward extremist groups who exploit their vulnerabilities. Addressing these problems 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 60-70% of societies globally lean towards conservative ideologies. 

• Pakistan’s National Action Plan (2014) aimed to counter extremism but faced challenges in implementation. 

• The Peshawar school massacre in 2014 unified public opinion against terrorism briefly. 

 

To wrap up, De-radicalizing Pakistan is an arduous yet essential journey. By addressing deep-rooted challenges in 

education, religion, and socioeconomic structures, the country can gradually foster tolerance and inclusivity. 

Historical events underline the urgency of tackling extremism, while the collective efforts of the state and society 

hold the promise of a progressive future. This transformation is not just a necessity but a possibility 

worth striving for. 
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Arab News Pakistan –  

108. Pakistan’s great internal security challenges in the new 

year 

➢ Summary: 

In 2024, Pakistan's internal security challenges intensified, with militant attacks surging by 70% compared to the 

previous year. Key threats stemmed from groups like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Baloch 

Liberation Army (BLA), supported externally by Afghanistan, Iran, and India. Despite tactical military successes, 

Pakistan's security response remains insufficient without diplomatic efforts to address militant sanctuaries and root 

causes. The government has taken steps toward a non-kinetic counterterrorism strategy, combining military 

operations with initiatives to address ideological extremism and structural violence. However, a holistic, long-term 

approach involving political cohesion and societal reforms is important to tackle the deep-seated drivers of 

terrorism. 

Looking ahead to 2025, the security landscape demands innovative strategies to combat growing alliances among 

terror groups, such as the 65 outfits merging into TTP since 2020. Non-violent extremism poses an equally 

significant threat, requiring democratic and inclusive approaches to foster respect for diversity. Radical ideologies 

must be countered through political reform rather than suppression, as historical negligence has allowed groups like 

TLP to thrive. Ultimately, a shift in mindset is essential, combining security, political, and diplomatic measures to 

achieve sustainable peace. This generational struggle against terrorism demands a whole-of-state-and-society 

approach to ensure Pakistan's stability and resilience. 

➢ Overview: 

The article emphasizes the evolving complexity of Pakistan's internal security challenges, highlighting the interplay 

of external support for militant groups, ideological extremism, and the limitations of military-centric approaches. It 

calls for coordinated efforts combining diplomacy, political reform, and societal change to address the 

multidimensional threats posed by terrorism and extremism. 

➢ NOTES: 

Pakistan's internal security challenges are deeply interconnected with external factors, particularly support for 

militancy from neighboring countries like Afghanistan, Iran, and India. Military operations, while necessary, are 

insufficient to address terrorism, which requires a multifaceted approach targeting the ideological and structural 

roots of extremism. Non-violent extremism, as an equally critical issue, calls for democratic solutions to counter 

radical ideologies. The growing alliances among militant groups, such as the mergers strengthening the TTP, 

highlight the need for strategies to dismantle these networks. Achieving lasting peace demands a unified national 

approach that overcomes social polarization and political fragmentation, encouraging resilience in the face of 

generational security struggles. 

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Internal security dynamics, counterterrorism strategies, and regional challenges. 

• International Relations: Diplomacy with neighbors to address cross-border militancy. 

• Current Affairs: Extremism, terrorism, and the socio-political response. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Understanding terrorism in Pakistan requires examining external and internal factors contributing to its persistence. 

Groups like the TTP and BLA operate with support from neighboring countries, such as Iran and Afghanistan, 

complicating efforts to neutralize them. For instance, the BLA uses sanctuaries in Iran, while the TTP benefits from 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

the Taliban's backing. A non-kinetic approach is essential to counter ideological extremism, as military operations 

alone cannot ensure peace. For example, Pakistan's current counterterrorism strategy combines intelligence-based 

operations with efforts to address the causes of extremism. Furthermore, radical ideologies, like those propagated 

by TLP, may not always manifest violently but still destabilize society, underscoring the need for ideological reforms 

alongside security measures. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Militant attacks increased by 70% in 2024 compared to 2023. 

• Since 2020, 65 groups have merged into TTP, strengthening its operational capacity. 

• Pakistan conducted two airstrikes in Afghanistan in 2024 targeting TTP hideouts. 

 

To wrap up, This article provides a comprehensive analysis of Pakistan's internal security challenges, emphasizing 

the need for a balanced approach integrating military action, diplomacy, and political reform. Addressing terrorism 

requires more than force; it necessitates tackling ideological roots, fostering social unity, and countering external 

influences. Policymakers must prioritize a holistic strategy to ensure long-term peace and stability in Pakistan. 

 

109. Pakistan’s Insurgency Problem Has Consequences For The 

Whole Region 

➢ Summary: 

The escalating separatist insurgency in Balochistan represents a grave security challenge for Pakistan, with recent 

militant attacks revealing their growing sophistication and capability. Armed separatists briefly seized a district 

headquarters, signaling a shift from hit-and-run tactics to territorial control. Rooted in political discontent, poverty, 

and perceived state oppression, the insurgency has been exacerbated by external support and advanced weaponry. 

The surge in violence, including attacks on Chinese workers involved in the CPEC, has geopolitical implications, 

slowing down critical development projects. While the state’s right to use force is undisputed, the need to address 

political grievances driving the unrest is imperative to ensure long-term stability. 

The alliance between the Baloch separatists and certain Pakistani Taliban factions has intensified the complexity of 

Pakistan’s security crisis. The resurgence of militancy, coupled with political instability, is testing the state’s ability 

to maintain order. The flawed security approach and failure to integrate local perspectives have contributed to the 

volatile situation, especially in regions critical for strategic projects like Gwadar. The article emphasizes the 

necessity of addressing the root causes of discontent, as continued alienation of the local population risks prolonging 

the insurgency and threatening national sovereignty. 

➢ Overview: 

This article highlights the growing militancy in Balochistan and its implications for Pakistan’s internal and 

geopolitical stability. It underscores the socio-political roots of the insurgency, its strategic significance, and its 

impact on projects like CPEC. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article highlights the escalating insurgency in Balochistan, emphasizing its socio-political and geopolitical 

implications. It discusses how the insurgency is fueled by local grievances such as political discontent, poverty, and 

perceived marginalization, leading to greater support for separatist movements. The alliance between Baloch 

insurgents and certain Taliban factions has intensified the security crisis, creating complex challenges for the state. 

Additionally, attacks on Chinese workers involved in CPEC projects have significant geopolitical repercussions, 

slowing down development and straining Pakistan-China relations. To address this multifaceted issue, the state must 
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combine military action with efforts to alleviate local grievances, improve governance, and promote equitable 

development in the province. 

➢ Relevance to CSS Topics: 

• Pakistan Affairs: Challenges in Balochistan, CPEC’s impact on Pakistan. 

• International Relations: China-Pakistan relations, regional security dynamics. 

• Current Affairs: Insurgency and terrorism in Pakistan. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

The insurgency in Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province by area, has escalated significantly. The militants are 

now better armed and more organized, shifting from sporadic attacks to taking control of territories briefly. Their 

actions stem from political discontent, poverty, and lack of representation, making the situation more complex. The 

Gwadar port under CPEC, a key project involving China, has become a target due to fears that it may marginalize 

local Baloch communities. The frequent attacks on Chinese workers have slowed development and raised security 

concerns. Resolving this issue requires addressing local grievances, improving governance, and ensuring equitable 

development. 

Example: CPEC could provide job opportunities to locals, but mistrust arises from limited local inclusion in 

decision-making. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• 2024 saw the highest terror attacks in Pakistan in a decade. 

• Around 300 people were killed by Baloch separatists last year. 

• Multiple Chinese workers have been targeted in Balochistan. 

To wrap up, The insurgency in Balochistan is a symptom of deeper socio-political and economic issues. While 

military force may offer short-term control, long-term stability demands addressing grievances and fostering 

inclusive development. Projects like CPEC can bring prosperity if managed sensitively, ensuring local participation. 

Balochistan’s stability is not only vital for Pakistan but also for regional peace and development. 

 

 

110. Trump Ushers In An Era Of Disruption 

➢ Summary: 

Donald Trump’s return to power promises disruption both domestically and internationally, as highlighted by the 

author. Domestically, his executive orders target undocumented migrants, birthright citizenship, and federal 

agencies, creating intense political polarization. Mass deportations, constitutional challenges, and a purge of civil 

servants reflect his authoritarian tendencies. Internationally, his foreign policy gestures toward territorial 

expansionism, undermining multilateral agreements such as the Paris climate accord and the World Health 

Organization. His “America First” rhetoric threatens global cooperation and raises concerns about escalating trade 

wars, particularly with China, which could destabilize the global economy. 

Lodhi further underscores Trump’s disregard for multilateralism, with his withdrawal from global commitments 

and focus on protectionist policies. His push for higher tariffs and promotion of fossil fuels, at the expense of climate 

action, signal a regression in global leadership. Trump’s approach not only jeopardizes international relations but 

also burdens American consumers and businesses with inflation and economic instability. This stark shift underlines 

a leadership style guided by self-interest and retribution, casting shadows over both domestic governance and the 

global order. 

 

 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

➢ Overview: 

This article examines Trump’s policies and their disruptive impact on both domestic and international fronts. It 

highlights his executive orders targeting migration, governance, and global commitments, presenting challenges for 

multilateralism and global stability. 

➢ NOTES: 

Trump’s domestic policies reveal significant constitutional, legal, and ethical challenges, such as his mass 

deportation agenda and the controversial reinterpretation of birthright citizenship. His foreign policies, marked by 

territorial expansionist rhetoric and protectionist measures like tariff hikes, threaten global cooperation and 

economic stability. The undermining of multilateral organizations like the WHO and withdrawal from the Paris 

climate accord reflect his disregard for global commitments, raising critical concerns for international relations and 

environmental governance.  

➢ Relevant CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations: US foreign policies, multilateralism, and trade wars. 

• Governance and Public Policy: Constitutional issues and executive powers. 

• Environmental Science: Withdrawal from the Paris climate accord and its implications. 

• Economics: Protectionist policies and their effects on global trade. 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

Trump’s mass deportation policy, targeting over 11 million undocumented migrants, mirrors historical instances 

like the deportations during the Great Depression, showcasing its social and political ramifications. His withdrawal 

from the Paris climate accord undermines global efforts to combat climate change, risking intensified global 

warming and stalling renewable energy projects. Similarly, his tariff war with China recalls the 2018 US-China 

trade conflict, which disrupted international trade and heightened economic instability. These examples highlight 

the broader consequences of such policies on both domestic governance and global cooperation. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• Trump’s policy could affect over 11 million undocumented migrants. 

• Withdrawal from the Paris accord undermines commitments to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C. 

• The WHO has implemented the largest reforms in its history to address global health crises. 

To sum up, This article paints a picture of governance marked by disruption and divisiveness. Trump’s policies 

prioritize unilateral gains, challenging the global order and domestic harmony. 

 

111. The Gulf’s advantage in the next AI chapter 

➢ Summary: 

The article highlights a paradigm shift in artificial intelligence (AI) development, particularly emphasizing how the 

Gulf region, led by Saudi Arabia, is carving out its own technological leadership. The traditional AI model, reliant 

on brute computational power, is being challenged by DeepSeek’s groundbreaking demonstration, proving that 

cutting-edge AI can be built efficiently with older hardware. This aligns with Saudi Arabia’s $100 billion AI 

initiative, which aims to foster innovation ecosystems rather than merely replicating Silicon Valley’s infrastructure-

heavy approach. The article draws parallels between this AI revolution and the Gulf’s historical financial 

transformation, showcasing how regulatory agility, capital efficiency, and political stability provide a unique 

advantage. As Western nations struggle with AI regulations and China faces export restrictions, the Gulf is seizing 

the opportunity to position itself as a global AI hub through smart execution rather than sheer scale. 
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The strategic roadmap for the Gulf’s AI dominance focuses on three key priorities: leveraging regulatory flexibility 

to attract global talent, establishing world-class AI education institutions, and prioritizing ecosystem-building over 

hardware investment. Abu Dhabi’s initiative to develop the "Stanford of the Middle East" exemplifies this vision, 

positioning the region as a leader in AI research and development. The article argues that the AI industry is 

transitioning into an "Age of AI Arbitrage," where technological progress will stem from innovation in execution 

rather than massive capital investment. This mirrors South Korea’s semiconductor strategy of the 1990s, which 

thrived on design excellence rather than industrial-scale production. The Gulf’s ability to transform natural 

resources into economic power now extends to AI, reinforcing the idea that true technological revolutions stem 

from rethinking old challenges rather than merely increasing computational capabilities. 

➢ Overview: 

The article presents a compelling argument for why the Gulf, particularly Saudi Arabia, is poised to become a leader 

in AI innovation. It challenges the notion that AI progress depends solely on computational power, instead 

emphasizing strategic execution and regulatory innovation. By drawing parallels to historical financial 

transformations and semiconductor advancements, it reinforces how the region can capitalize on its unique 

advantages. Saudi Arabia's AI initiative, rather than being an imitation of Silicon Valley, represents a distinctive 

approach that prioritizes efficiency and innovation over sheer investment. 

➢ NOTES: 

The article underscores a fundamental shift in AI development, emphasizing efficiency over sheer computational 

power. It highlights how the Gulf, particularly Saudi Arabia, is leveraging its political stability, regulatory flexibility, 

and capital efficiency to position itself as a leader in AI innovation. Unlike Silicon Valley’s infrastructure-heavy 

approach, Saudi Arabia’s $100 billion AI initiative aims to build innovation ecosystems rather than just investing 

in hardware. The article draws a parallel between this AI transformation and historical economic shifts, such as 

Dubai’s financial reinvention and South Korea’s semiconductor strategy, both of which succeeded by focusing on 

strategic execution rather than sheer scale. The concept of "AI Arbitrage" emerges as a defining trend, wherein 

success in AI will depend on intelligent implementation rather than massive investments. This shift allows emerging 

tech hubs to compete with established powers by adopting smarter, more efficient AI models. 

➢ Related CSS Syllabus Topics: 

• International Relations (Technological Competition & Global AI Strategies) 

• Governance and Public Policy (Regulatory Agility & Digital Economy) 

• Science and Technology (AI Development, Computational Efficiency) 

➢ Notes for Beginners: 

AI development is no longer about who has the biggest data centers but rather about who can use resources most 

efficiently. DeepSeek’s breakthrough demonstrated that advanced AI models can be developed with older hardware, 

challenging the traditional belief that more power equals better AI. Saudi Arabia’s AI strategy reflects this shift, 

mirroring its previous economic success in finance and energy by focusing on smart investment rather than sheer 

volume. This approach is similar to South Korea’s semiconductor success, where it did not build the largest factories 

but instead focused on better design and efficiency. AI Arbitrage, a key concept in this transition, means that 

countries or companies that optimize AI execution rather than just pouring money into infrastructure will gain a 

competitive edge. This development is important because it allows regions with strategic planning and regulatory 

agility to compete with AI giants like the U.S. and China without requiring equivalent resources. 

➢ Facts and Figures: 

• DeepSeek built a cutting-edge AI model for just $5.6 million, significantly lower than typical AI 

development costs. 

• Saudi Arabia has launched a $100 billion AI initiative to establish itself as a global leader in AI innovation. 
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• Abu Dhabi is developing the "Stanford of the Middle East", a major AI research institution. 

• AI Arbitrage is shifting the industry focus from raw computational power to execution efficiency, allowing 

emerging markets to compete with traditional tech hubs. 

• The Gulf’s AI strategy follows historical economic patterns, much like South Korea’s semiconductor 

success in the 1990s and Dubai’s financial transformation into a global business hub. 

To wrap up, This article challenges conventional assumptions about AI leadership, suggesting that efficiency, 

regulatory innovation, and strategic investment will define the future. The Gulf region, particularly Saudi Arabia, 

is well-positioned to capitalize on this shift, much like it has done in finance and energy before. This perspective 

underscores the importance of innovative thinking in shaping the next phase of global technological competition. 

Difficult Words and Meanings: 
Words Meaning Synonyms Antonyms  

Seismic Relating to a significant 

and impactful change 

Groundbreaking, 

Transformative 

Insignificant, Minor 

Prescient Having foresight or 

predictive insight 

Prophetic, Visionary Shortsighted, Unaware 

Arbitrage The practice of taking 

advantage of price 

differences in markets 

Speculation, Trading Inactivity, Loss 

Doctrine A set of official beliefs 

or policies 

Principle, Policy Ambiguity 

Colloquially Informally or 

conversationally 

: Casually, Informally Formally 

Menace A threat or danger danger, hazard safety, security 

Penetrated To enter or pass through 

something 

infiltrated, breached exited, retreated 

Covert Not openly 

acknowledged or 

displayed 

hidden, secret open, overt 

Onslaught A fierce or destructive 

attack 

Assault Defense 

Porous Allowing passage 

through 

Permeable Impervious 

Sovereignty Supreme power or 

authority 

Autonomy Dependence 

Proxy war Indirect conflict 

between two states 

Surrogate war Direct conflict 

Deterrence Preventing action 

through fear of 

retaliation 

Discouragement Incitement 

Holistic Comprehensive or all-

encompassing 

Integrated Fragmented 

Degradation Decline or deterioration Erosion Improvement 

Geostrategic Relating to the strategic 

significance of 

geographical locations. 

Strategic, geopolitical Insignificant 



 

Cssplatfrombytha.com  Dreamsupermall.pk 

Cyberspace The virtual environment 

in which online 

communication takes 

place. 

Internet, digital space Physical space 

Terrorism The unlawful use of 

violence, especially 

against civilians, in the 

pursuit of political aims. 

extremism peace 

Resurgence The return or growth of 

something after a period 

of decline. 

revival decline 

Internal displacement The forced movement 

of people within their 

own country, due to 

conflict or violence. 

relocation stability 

Anti-subsidy tariffs Taxes imposed to 

counteract unfair 

subsidies on imported 

goods 

countervailing duties  

Protectionism Policies restricting 

imports to protect 

domestic industries 

 trade barriers free trade 

Reciprocity Mutual exchange of 

privileges or actions 

: mutuality inequality 

Decoupling Detachment or 

separation, especially in 

trade relations. 

 

Disconnection, 

disengagement. 

Integration, connection. 

 

Unilateral Action performed by 

one party without 

agreement from others. 

Independent, one-sided. 

 

Bilateral, collaborative. 

Diversification Expansion into varied 

sectors to reduce 

reliance on one. 

 

Variety, expansion. Uniformity, singularity. 

Dependency Reliance on another for 

support or resources. 

Reliance, dependence Independence, 

autonomy 

Restrictive Imposing limitations. Limiting, constraining Permissive, liberal 

Manipulation Controlling or 

influencing unfairly. 

Exploitation, control Fairness, equity 

Insurgency A rebellion against 

authority or an 

established 

government. 

Revolt, uprising Peace, compliance 

Symbiotic 

 

Involving interaction or 

cooperation between 

two parties for mutual 

benefit. 

Cooperative, 

interdependent 

Independent, solitary 

Bloc Mentalities Group-oriented biases 

that divide nations 

factionalism unity 
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Interoperability Ability to operate 

together smoothly 

compatibility incompatibility 

Geo-strategies Strategic policies 

related to geography 

geopolitical tactics non-strategic. 

Embargo An official ban on trade 

or other activities with a 

particular country. 

Ban, prohibition Approval, consent 

Annihilation Complete destruction or 

obliteration. 

Obliteration, 

extermination 

Preservation, protection 

Indifference Lack of interest or 

concern. 

Apathy, disregard Interest, concern 

Particulate Matter 

(PM2.5) 

Fine particles in the air 

that are harmful when 

inhaled. 

Dust, airborne particles Clean air, pollutant-free 

Emission Release of pollutants 

into the atmosphere. 

Discharge, release Containment, 

absorption 

Inversion Atmospheric condition 

that traps pollutants 

close to the ground. 

Atmospheric layering, 

stratification 

Dispersion, scattering 

Respiratory Related to breathing or 

the lungs. 

Pulmonary, lung-related Non-pulmonary 

Humanitarian Crisis A situation where 

human suffering 

requires urgent 

assistance. 

Catastrophe, disaster Peace, stability 

Logistical Obstacles Challenges in 

organizing resources or 

movements. 

Operational difficulties, 

administrative issues 

 

Smooth operations 

 

Ceasefire A temporary suspension 

of fighting. 

Truce, armistice Conflict, warfare 

Escalation An increase in the 

intensity or magnitude 

of a conflict. 

intensification, 

amplification. 

de-escalation, 

reduction. 

Retaliation The act of revenge or 

counteraction in 

response to an attack. 

vengeance, retribution. forgiveness, 

reconciliation. 

Proxy A representative or 

substitute, especially in 

military or political 

conflicts. 

agent, stand-in. principal, leader. 

Interlocutor A person who 

participates in a 

conversation or 

dialogue. 

mediator, negotiator. 

 

adversary, opponent. 

Ceasefire An agreement to stop 

hostilities temporarily; 

truce, armistice; conflict, warfare. 
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