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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Water Conflicts in South Asia: Disputes over the Indus Waters Treaty and Regional Dams 

South Asia, with its high population density and limited water resources, is a hotspot for water-related 

disputes. The region’s dependence on shared river systems, such as the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra, 

has led to longstanding conflicts, particularly over the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) and the construction of 

dams. These disputes are rooted in historical rivalries, geopolitical tensions, and the increasing stress on 

water resources due to climate change and population growth. 

1. The Indus Waters Treaty: An Overview 

The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) was signed in 1960 between India and Pakistan, brokered by the World 

Bank, to resolve disputes over the Indus River Basin. It is considered one of the most successful water-

sharing agreements globally, enduring even during wars between the two nations. 

Key Provisions of the IWT 

• The Indus River system comprises six rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej. 

• The rivers were divided between the two countries: 

• Western Rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab): Allocated to Pakistan. 

• Eastern Rivers (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej): Allocated to India. 

 

• India is allowed limited use of the Western Rivers for agriculture, hydropower generation, and 

domestic purposes under strict regulations. 

Disputes over the IWT 

• Kishanganga and Ratle Dams: Pakistan has objected to India’s construction of dams on the Western 

Rivers, alleging that they violate the treaty by potentially reducing water flow to Pakistan. 

• India’s Counterclaims: India argues that its projects comply with the treaty’s provisions and accuses 

Pakistan of unnecessarily internationalizing technical disagreements. 

• Climate Change and Water Scarcity: The treaty does not account for modern challenges like climate 

change, which has affected river flows, adding tension to the already strained relationship. 

2. Regional Dams and Hydropower Projects 

Dams in South Asia have become a major source of contention, primarily due to their strategic implications 

and potential to disrupt downstream water flow. 

India’s Dams 

• India has built or plans to build several dams in Jammu & Kashmir, such as the Baglihar Dam and 

Kishanganga Hydroelectric Project. 

 

• Pakistan views these projects as a threat to its water security, alleging they enable India to control 

the flow of water during critical agricultural seasons. 
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Pakistan’s Concerns 

• Pakistan relies heavily on the Indus River system for agriculture, which constitutes a significant 

part of its economy. 

• It fears that upstream dam construction could lead to reduced water availability during planting 

seasons or intentional flooding during monsoons. 

 

3. Regional Implications 

Beyond India and Pakistan, other South Asian countries also face water disputes: 

India and China 

• China controls the upper reaches of rivers like the Brahmaputra and has built dams that India fears 

could reduce water flow into its northeastern states. 

India and Bangladesh 

• Disputes over the Farakka Barrage on the Ganges River have been a longstanding issue between 

the two nations, with Bangladesh claiming water shortages during dry seasons. 

Afghanistan and Pakistan 

• Afghanistan’s plans to build dams on the Kabul River, which flows into Pakistan, have caused 

concerns about reduced water availability in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region. 

 

4. Efforts to Resolve Disputes 

While bilateral and multilateral efforts exist, progress is often hindered by political mistrust and competing 

national interests. 

• Mediation by International Organizations: The World Bank has mediated disputes, such as those 

concerning the Kishanganga Dam. 

• Indus Waters Commission: The commission established under the IWT has facilitated negotiations, 

though with limited success in resolving major conflicts. 

• Cooperation Frameworks: Regional initiatives like the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) have attempted to address water issues, but political tensions often 

overshadow cooperative efforts. 

 

Conclusion 

Water conflicts in South Asia, particularly over the Indus Waters Treaty and regional dams, highlight the 

fragility of trans boundary water agreements in the face of geopolitical rivalries and environmental 

challenges. The future of water sharing in the region requires robust dialogue, adherence to treaties, and 

sustainable management of resources to prevent these disputes from escalating into broader conflicts. 
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