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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Security Threats in Pakistan: TTP Resurgence, Baloch Insurgency, and Sectarian Violence 

Pakistan’s security landscape is deeply influenced by historical conflicts, regional geopolitics, and socio-

economic disparities. Among the most pressing threats are the resurgence of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP), the ongoing Baloch insurgency, and persistent sectarian violence. Each of these challenges threatens 

national stability, undermines economic development, and complicates Pakistan’s relations with 

neighboring countries and global powers.  

1. TTP Resurgence 

The Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a militant group operating primarily along the Pakistan-Afghanistan 

border, has regained strength in recent years. Following the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan in 

August 2021, the TTP benefited from the regional shift, leveraging its ideological and operational links 

with the Afghan Taliban. 

Background: 

• Formed in 2007, the TTP initially aimed to enforce strict Sharia law in Pakistan’s tribal areas. 

• The group was weakened during military operations like Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-ul-Fasaad 

(2017), which dismantled their strongholds in the tribal regions. 

Current Status: 

• Re-emergence: The withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan and the Afghan Taliban’s takeover 

created a power vacuum that the TTP exploited. 

• Tactics: The group has intensified attacks on military installations, police forces, and civilian 

targets, using guerrilla warfare tactics. 

• Support Base: The porous Durand Line allows militants to move between Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, enabling safe havens and logistical support. 

Factors Driving Resurgence: 

1. Weak Border Management: Despite fencing the Durand Line, smuggling routes and rugged terrain 

facilitate cross-border infiltration. 

2. Ideological Symbiosis: The TTP and Afghan Taliban share a radical ideology, providing mutual 

support despite formal denials. 

3. Economic Grievances: The exploitation of tribal dissatisfaction with slow development fuels 

recruitment. 

Implications: 

• Security: Frequent terror attacks erode public trust in the state’s ability to provide safety. 

• Economic: Threats to key economic projects, including CPEC, deter foreign investment. 

• Regional Stability: Escalating violence could strain relations with Afghanistan and complicate 

counterterrorism cooperation. 

2. Baloch Insurgency 
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The Baloch insurgency stems from decades of grievances related to resource exploitation, 

lack of political representation, and heavy-handed state policies. Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest and 

resource-rich province, has seen periodic waves of unrest since its accession to Pakistan in 1948. 

Historical Context: 

• Initial Grievances: Early rebellions in the 1950s and 1970s were suppressed, but the root causes—

political marginalization and resource inequality—remained unaddressed. 

• Current Phase: The insurgency intensified post-2000 with the emergence of groups like the 

Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and the Baloch Republican Army (BRA). 

Present Dynamics: 

• Targeting CPEC: Insurgent groups view Chinese-led projects as exploitative, targeting 

infrastructure, energy pipelines, and Chinese nationals. 

• Shift in Tactics: Attacks have evolved from hit-and-run raids to sophisticated operations involving 

suicide bombings and coordinated assaults. 

Key Drivers: 

1. Economic Inequality: Despite its wealth in natural gas and minerals, Balochistan suffers from 

poverty, low literacy, and underdevelopment. 

2. Political Marginalization: Baloch leaders claim that decisions about the province are made without 

their input, fueling resentment. 

3. State Response: Security crackdowns, enforced disappearances, and militarization have deepened 

alienation among the local population. 

Implications: 

• Economic: Sabotage of energy supplies and infrastructure disrupts national and regional 

connectivity. 

• Social: The insurgency fosters a sense of alienation and mistrust among the Baloch people. 

• Geopolitical: Instability in Balochistan attracts international interest, with accusations of external 

support from regional rivals like India. 

 

4. Sectarian Violence 

Sectarian violence in Pakistan primarily involves conflicts between Sunni and Shia Muslims, with sporadic 

attacks on religious minorities such as Christians, Hindus, and Ahmadis. It is perpetuated by extremist 

groups and fueled by local and foreign sectarian ideologies. 

Background: 

 

• Sectarian tensions trace back to the 1980s during the Afghan Jihad when sectarian groups received 

funding and ideological backing. 

• The Iranian Revolution and Saudi influence further polarized Sunni-Shia relations in Pakistan. 
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Current Landscape: 

• Groups like Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) and Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) have actively targeted 

Shia communities, especially Hazaras in Balochistan. 

• Militant networks often operate in urban areas, targeting religious processions, places of worship, 

and prominent individuals. 

 

Factors Driving Sectarianism: 

1. External Influence: Proxy conflicts between Saudi Arabia and Iran have deepened sectarian divides 

in Pakistan. 

2. Weak Law Enforcement: Ineffective measures against hate speech and extremist networks allow 

violence to persist. 

3. Social Fragmentation: Prejudices against minorities are reinforced through propaganda and 

extremist education. 

Implications: 

• Humanitarian: Sectarian violence causes loss of life, displacement, and psychological trauma. 

• Social: Polarization weakens national unity and cohesion. 

• International: The persistence of sectarian violence damages Pakistan’s global reputation.  

 

The Combined Threat 

The overlap between these challenges exacerbates Pakistan’s security crisis. The TTP’s activities in tribal 

areas influence Balochistan’s instability, while sectarian groups exploit state weaknesses to further their 

agendas. Together, they create a vicious cycle of violence, alienation, and underdevelopment.  

Way Forward 

1. Strengthen Security Infrastructure: 

• Deploy advanced surveillance and border management systems to curb cross-border 

militancy. 

• Enhance intelligence-sharing mechanisms with neighboring countries. 

 

2. Promote Political Reforms: 

• Empower local governments in Balochistan to address grievances effectively. 

• Initiate dialogue with nationalist and insurgent leaders to find common ground. 

 

3. Address Socio-Economic Disparities: 

• Invest in education, healthcare, and employment in conflict-hit regions to undercut 

militant recruitment. 

• Ensure equitable distribution of resources, especially in Balochistan. 
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4. Counter Extremist Ideologies: 

• Enforce strict laws against hate speech and extremist propaganda. 

• Reform madrassas and introduce counter-narratives promoting tolerance. 

 

5. Engage the International Community: 

• Seek support in countering terrorism financing and identifying extremist networks. 

• Leverage diplomatic channels to address regional disputes and allegations of foreign 

interference. 

 

By addressing these threats holistically, Pakistan can work toward sustainable peace, national integration, 

and improved global standing. 

 

 

 

 

 


